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Student Name 

James McDougall 

Student ID 

5083531 

Exchange Host University 

Chicago Booth 

Exchange Dates 

September - December 2016 

UNSW degree 

MBA Exec 

Visa Application (if applicable) 

Straight forward. But make sure you leave yourself enough time. Visa interview spots can fill up very quickly. Get 

on to the application process asap 

Please indicate any tips or advice you have for 
prospective students in terms of the application process at AGSM. 

Enrolment/Registration Procedure at host university 
The International Exchange co-ordinator was very helpful. The key focus is organising health 
insurance. Further, enrolling in courses involved bidding for subjects with a set number of bid points. 
I would advise spending some time studying past bid results to ensure you get in to your preferred 
subjects. 

Workload and style of teaching/methods of assessments 
Heavier workload than AGSM. A strong emphasis on group work. Classes were very interactive. 20% 
of the grade for most subjects allocated to class participation. 

Course size, peers and learning environment 
Typically 60 students per class. 
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Campus life (i.e. clubs, societies, facilities) 
Numerous clubs and societies. Excellent facilities. I joined the Rugby Club and played in an MBA 
school tournament in Texas. Was a highlight of the exchange. 

 

Regional life (e.g. people, shopping, work, travel sights, transport) 
Chicago is a fantastic city. People are relaxed and friendly plus the sports culture (Cubs, Blackhawks, 
Bulls, Bears) is second to none 

 

Accommodation (What type? Cost? Inclusive, support from host school, sourced separately...?) 
Essential to live in downtown Chicago. All of the nightlife occurs here, most of the students live here 
and most of the group meetings occur here. Majority of students live in two buildings Millennium 
Park Plaza and Columbus plaza. I organised the accommodation on my own. There was limited help 
from the school. 

 

Accommodation tips for future AGSM students going to your host university/region 
Essential to live in downtown Chicago. All of the nightlife occurs here, most of the students live here 
and most of the group meetings occur here. Majority of students live in two buildings Millennium 
Park Plaza and Columbus plaza. I organised the accommodation on my own. There was limited help 
from the school. 

 

Relative costs of food, travel, entertainment etc (Please comment on each) 
on par 

 

Any financial tips for future AGSM students? 
Forget finances. Have a great time! 

 

Biggest cultural differences 
tipping 

 

How did you adjust to these differences? 
20% standard tip 

 

Highlights of your exchange experience 
We would like to use this feedback for our website and we also appreciate any photos you can 
send to mbaexchange@agsm.edu.au 
Courses were excellent. I took Financial Statement Analysis, Commercializing innovation and 
Marketing. Participating in the rugby club and attending the Business School tournament in Texas 
was a big highlight. Thursday night social club (TNDC) was always fun. Taking in a cubs game at 
Wrigley field was also a highlight. 

 

Challenges (throughout process or on the course/at the school) 
Not enough time to do everything. Prioritise 

 

mailto:mbaexchange@agsm.edu.au
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Cultural 'musts' for future outgoing students to your host university 
Experience Thanksgiving with locals. 

 

Based on your original application, please outline how your exchange experience has helped you 
further develop the element of leadership aptitude that you chose and if it has helped you to 
become a more cosmopolitan leader. 
 
 
Advice or tips for students considering this course and general comments 
A once in a lifetime experience. I loved every bit of it. 
 
Q7 – Topics 
 

 

 

 

 

 




