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Visa Application (if applicable) 

The Visa application was fairly straightforward for me. As an Indian citizen residing in Australia for more than 6 

months (at the time of applying), I could submit my application to the Spanish embassy in Sydney, and I heard 

back from them within 2-3 weeks.  

The application itself is a simple form which needs to be filled, and sent by mail to the Embassy, along with the 

passport and other necessary supporting documents. The people at the Embassy are fairly helpful, and very 

responsive and helpful over email. 

Please indicate any tips or advice you have for 
prospective students in terms of the application process at AGSM. 

Enrolment/Registration Procedure at host university 
Once the exchange application is successful (and once you have accepted to go on exchange), IE 
university begins corresponding with you over email. A separate email (@student.ie.edu) is created 
for you, and registration happens over their university portal Campus Online (similar to Moodle). The 
university sends regular correspondence to ensure that you do not miss any deadlines in completing 
registrations and/or choosing your electives. 

Workload and style of teaching/methods of assessments 
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There are plenty of electives to choose from. AGSM requires that we choose a minimum of 70 
sessions (1 session = 1.5 contact hours), but one could choose more (up to 140 sessions). Your 
workload then would depend on the number of sessions chosen. I chose to do 100 sessions, and the 
workload was very relaxed - more so than what it was at AGSM during sessions 1 and 2.  
Teaching methods are similar to what we have seen at AGSM - case based discussions and 
assessments. Minor differences which I noticed were mainly in how we were assessed through 
assignments - most course assignments would be concise write-ups and/or presentations in class 
(unlike at AGSM, where we have slightly longer essay type assessment requirements). 

Course size, peers and learning environment 
IE has two intakes every year. The January intake (with whom we engaged during the September 
exchange) has about 250 students. The second intake starts in September, and has close to 400 
students. Both cohorts go through identical programmes, lasting 11 months in total.  
Both cohorts are very international, with about 70+ countries represented. IE places huge emphasis 
on diversity, and therefore one is likely to meet students from very different backgrounds - both 
geographically and professionally. 

Campus life (i.e. clubs, societies, facilities) 
The campus itself is pretty colourless - it is a multi-storied building in the middle of the city. Howver, 
the industry and sports clubs are very active. I was part of the IE Consulting Club, which met every 
Sunday afternoon for a couple of hours, and I thought the sessions were very well executed. I was 
also part of the Tennis Club, which organised sessions on all weekends. 

Regional life (e.g. people, shopping, work, travel sights, transport) 
Madrid is a vibrant city, and popular all over the world for its nightlife. Spain is a pretty small country 
and easy to get around. I traveled quite a bit around Madrid, as well as to other major cities. 

Accommodation (What type? Cost? Inclusive, support from host school, sourced separately...?) 
Accommodation is easy to find. I would recommend that any student going to IE on exchange 
contact the full-time students to explore possibilities of sharing accommodation (which is what I 
did). I was living right across the street from IE, which was excellent, but a lot of students stay in 
Salamanca - a very popular area with tons of restaurants, pubs, cafes.  
Madrid is definitely less expensive than Sydney. 

Accommodation tips for future AGSM students going to your host university/region 
See response above. 

Relative costs of food, travel, entertainment etc (Please comment on each) 
See response above. 

Any financial tips for future AGSM students? 
NA 

Biggest cultural differences 
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NA 

 

How did you adjust to these differences? 
NA 

 

Highlights of your exchange experience 
We would like to use this feedback for our website and we also appreciate any photos you can 
send to mbaexchange@agsm.edu.au 
'- Some really interesting courses (Intelligence tools for business people, Geopolitics, Sports 
Management, Venture Capital, Mastering Sales) taught by even more interesting professors  
- Meeting people from more than 70 countries  
- Madrid life with lots of ham and cheese and beer and wine  
- Real Madrid v Villarreal at Santiago Bernabeu  
- Pallela, Salmorejo, and other local Spanish food  
- Weekly case practice sessions, followed by tennis 

 

Challenges (throughout process or on the course/at the school) 
If you're flying directly from Sydney to Madrid, it's about a 30-hour flight. Once you get through that, 
it's all smooth sailing. 

 

Cultural 'musts' for future outgoing students to your host university 
'- Iberico Ham 
- Free walking tours of the city  
- Madrid nightlife  
- Retiro Park 
- The thousands of museums in Madrid  
- Football at the Bernabeu  
- Ibiza (I couldn't go, but heard a lot of good things from those who went) 

 

Based on your original application, please outline how your exchange experience has helped you 
further develop the element of leadership aptitude that you chose and if it has helped you to 
become a more cosmopolitan leader. 
 
 
Advice or tips for students considering this course and general comments 
If I were given a choice, I'd to it again. If I were given a choice to pick any exchange school this time, 
I'd probably pick IE again.  
NOTE: I'm not patronising - this is after considering the feedback of my colleagues who went to 
different schools on exchange. 
 
Q7 – Topics 
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