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 Visa Application:  
 Student visas will not be granted for exchange students so you must travel on a tourist visa.  
 
Enrolment Procedure and recommended subjects:  
 No bidding process, all electives were open. There are 5 required (core) courses and each student must 
select 3 of 4 of the elective courses with Beginner’s German as an optional course. All said, students will take 
between 8 and 9 courses  
 Very transparent process like AGSM MBA Programs. The subject description was easy to understand.  
 
Workload at exchange school:  
 Daily contact hours appear to average around 5, but with very little pre-reading required, however this 
observation is only through the first week of class.  
 We had 7 – 8 subjects which seemed to be a lot. However some courses were very short and the 
deliverables minimal (i.e. presentation). Therefore I would say the workload was lower and less challenging than 
at the AGSM MBA Programs.  
 
Accommodation options:  
 90% of students opt to take a University offered accommodation, which will is with other MBA exchange 
students. Private leasing is possible as well. Monthly rent is between $550 and $700.  
 
Campus Facilities and Careers Services:  
 Free Gym facilities, a cafeteria (meals average at $10), library, multiple computer labs, free wi-fi, printing 
stations ($0.10 per page)  
 Classroom and study rooms are provided in the common university facilities. The facilities include 
printing, internet access, cafeteria & restaurant. Gym access is free. There is no common room for the students  
 seemed to be more of a check-box item to improve the schools ranking and allowed the lecturers to get 
some international exposure, however the program is completely separate from the other MBA programs and 
career services showed little interest in supporting the ISP students. In addition, during the HSG careers month 
an MBA lounge was organised to facilitate exchange between the potential employers and students but the ISP 
organisation scheduled an excursion for most ISP students on the same date.  
 
Student life:  
 Exchange students do not study with full time MBA students and begin their courses when the majority 
of local students begin their term’s final exams, so interaction with local students is minimal. The vast majority of 
social interaction is with other exchange students.  
 
Things AGSM MBA students should consider/be aware of when applying to this school for exchange:  
 St. Gallen is very expensive place to live. The rent is reasonable, but train tickets cost between $50 and 
$100 round trip to many major Swiss cities. Additionally, food costs approximately 25% more than in Sydney.  
 
Highlight:  
 The course is oriented around the exchange students coming from around the world. From this point of 
view, classes are conducted which familiarize exchange students with the city of St. Gallen, the Swiss culture, 
and European culture. There are multiple excursions around Europe and Switzerland to visit companies, cultural 
centres and government agencies.  

 BMW, Roche, IBM company visits  
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