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Student Name 

Yishen Liang 

Student ID 

z3202477 

Exchange Host University 

Cornell University 

Exchange Dates 

August 16 

UNSW degree 

FT MBA 

Visa Application (if applicable) 

Cornell University will send relevant documents and then just follow the instruction. Visa type: F-1 

If go for exchange in session 3, there is time pressure, so make sure to allow some time to complete the 

application. 

Please indicate any tips or advice you have for 
prospective students in terms of the application process at AGSM. 

Enrolment/Registration Procedure at host university 
There are many (hundreds) electives courses under several categories, including accounting, general 
management, marketing, finance, and entrepreneurship etc. Some electives are more difficult to get 
enrolled than others. 
It is good to decide beforehand which electives you want to do. 
You can still add/drop course in the first two weeks after the semester begins. 

Workload and style of teaching/methods of assessments 
You can choose how many electives you want to do as long as you are enrolled in a minimum of 12 
Johnson credits for the exchange semester. Also, there is a cap of 18 Johnson credits to ensure 



 

 2 

students enjoy a work-life balance. You could still do more credits (not recommended) by submitting 
a petition to the student center. 
Style of teaching and methods of assessments are more or less the same as those in AGSM. 
 

 

Course size, peers and learning environment 
Cornell has a bigger cohort (around 300-400 people in the two-year program and around 70 people 
in the one-year program). 
Course size is bigger in terms of the number of electives. 

 

Campus life (i.e. clubs, societies, facilities) 
There are many club choices from golf, bowling, swimming, ice skating, and other sports. 
Hockey games between Ivy league are very popular. 
There are also school ball parties from time to time, which are good social opportunities. 

 

Regional life (e.g. people, shopping, work, travel sights, transport) 
People are kind.  
There are Wal-mart, Wegmans, and Aldi near the campus.  
There are some state parks surround Ithaca where you can spend your weekends. 

 

Accommodation (What type? Cost? Inclusive, support from host school, sourced separately...?) 
On-campus accommodations were not available when I was looking for a place to stay. 
Support from host school was limited. 
In the end, I stayed at Ithaca commons, where cost is higher than average. However, life was much 
more convenient near the City center. 

 

Accommodation tips for future AGSM students going to your host university/region 
It is recommended to arrive Ithaca some days before the semester begins in order to have enough 
time to look for accommodations. Join the Facebook exchange student group to check room share 
opportunities. 

 

Relative costs of food, travel, entertainment etc (Please comment on each) 
Generally, costs in Ithaca are more or less same as those in Sydney. 
Aldi seems to have the cheapest grocery. 
There are some cheap bars also with relatively poor decoration. 
 

 

Any financial tips for future AGSM students? 
Bus(CAT) in Ithaca is free the first semester for all students (so free for exchange students). 
I feel rent is a little higher than it is in Sydney. 
You may need to rent a car if you want to travel to places like Niagara falls. 
Unlike AGSM, some courses require you to purchase learning material and they are not very cheap. 
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Biggest cultural differences 
Johnson has a bigger cohort so you don't get to know everyone's name. 

How did you adjust to these differences? 
Join Johnson's weekly Sage social where most Johnson residential students and staff will get 
together and chat freely. Good opportunity for networking. 

Highlights of your exchange experience 
We would like to use this feedback for our website and we also appreciate any photos you can 
send to mbaexchange@agsm.edu.au 
Best course: Management cases taught by Nate Peck. 
Every week's Sage social, interacting with other MBA students and faculty 
Many choices of electives  
Beautiful campus 
Peaceful town (although a little isolated from big cities) 
Many activities both on-campus and off-campus 

Challenges (throughout process or on the course/at the school) 
Making choices of which courses to take is a huge challenge.  

Cultural 'musts' for future outgoing students to your host university 
be open-minded because there are people with a very different background. 

Based on your original application, please outline how your exchange experience has helped you 
further develop the element of leadership aptitude that you chose and if it has helped you to 
become a more cosmopolitan leader. 

Advice or tips for students considering this course and general comments 
Ithaca can be really cold in the winter, especially from January to March. For folks who plan to go 
there on session 4, make sure you have gloves, boots and other winter clothing etc. 
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