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Visa Application (if applicable) 

In Sydney it was possible to obtain only a national student visa and the Spanish embassy promised to issue one 

in 3-4 weeks, so I decided to do it in my home country before going to Spain. It was totally safe since there is a 

gap between the third term beginning at Esade and at AGSM (an extra break in September). I got an ordinary 

Schengen visa for 6 months allowing staying in Europe for 90 days, and the embassy accepted a medical 

insurance provided by UNSW. 

Please indicate any tips or advice you have for 
prospective students in terms of the application process at AGSM. 

Enrolment/Registration Procedure at host university 
At the beginning, it was a total mess. For example, they mistook my name and passport number in 
documents for the embassy, than they sent me original documents by post, but they were lost, etc. 
Nevertheless, at the campus everything was arranged pretty well (orientation etc.). 
Regarding the enrolment, I chose 3 electives that were suitable for me, and others either looked not 
interesting or I couldn?t take it because my chosen courses time overlapped them. We tried to solve 
that and they offered one more course which wasn?t in the initial list of available for me electives 
(International Marketing Strategies). I took that one and I am absolutely happy about it since so far it 
is the best MBA course I?ve done. As for other electives, M&A and Value Based Management were 
good, Management Control System was mostly quite boring. Philosophy and Geopolitics, which were 
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recommended by one of previous AGSMers at Esade, weren?t taught during my exchange. I?ve 
heard great feedback on Sport management (because of all this soccer opportunities in Barcelona) 
and Entrepreneurial Finance. 

Workload and style of teaching/methods of assessments 
Comparing to AGSM style, it was more like a vacation :) I had 4 electives and weekly Spanish 
language course (Esade provides it for free) and still had plenty of time to explore Barcelona. Among 
final exams, only 1 was in class, other 3 were take-home with no time limitation. Other assignments 
were in-class presentations, filming of a video for investors, etc. 

Course size, peers and learning environment 
Courses usually lasted 8-9 weeks and comprised of 4-hour weekly classes. I generally enjoyed the 
quality of my peers there, especially those from Esade. Learning environment was good, more or less 
the same as at AGSM. Also, Esade students have many opportunities for paid internship, even more 
than one if they want, I think it is really pity that we have almost no such thing here at AGSM, so 
smart and qualified people have to work for free. 

Campus life (i.e. clubs, societies, facilities) 
All were great, Sant Cugat (where the campus is located) is a nice suburb with many cafes, a great 
park, and even an ancient monastery. All students? activities were available for exchangers. There 
was a gym at the Esade building, a canteen was pretty good. Printing is paid, but it?s cheap, I spend 
like 20 euros for the whole term, printing up to 5 large cases per week. You need to top up your 
student card for that (at the canteen for example), and then use it as a payment for printers. You 
should use a special intranet page for printing materials. 

Regional life (e.g. people, shopping, work, travel sights, transport) 
Exceptional. Everything is really cheap (!), people are very open and friendly. Transport: there are 2 
types of useful tickets, T-10 (10 trips) for zone 1 (trips within the city) and for zone 2 (trips to Sant 
Cugat). There are many cities around Barcelona to travel to, such as Tarragona (50 min by train), 
Sitges (40 min by train), not to mention Valencia, Girona, etc. Shopping is also good (did I mention 
that it is cheap? :) 

Accommodation (What type? Cost? Inclusive, support from host school, sourced separately...?) 
Not sure if Esade supports with an accommodation. I rented an Airbnb apartment, it was a fancy and 
well equipped one near Liceu station (very central location). It costed approximately the same as my 
basic unfurnished place in Coogee (both 1bd). 

Accommodation tips for future AGSM students going to your host university/region 
To find a great deal on airbnb it is better to start searching in advance (2-3 months prior to arrival). 
Another way is to book anything for a short term, and then share a place with other exchangers 
(some of them got really cool houses).  
It?s better to live near FGC train stations (such as Placa Catalunia (the final station, it took 25 min to 
get to Sant Cugat from it). Provenca, Gracia, etc.). Some exchangers lived in Sant Cugat, which was 
much cheaper. 
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Relative costs of food, travel, entertainment etc (Please comment on each) 
My monthly living costs in Barcelona were approximately 80% of those in Sydney, but for this budget 
in Barcelona I could afford more (eating out, travelling, etc.) 

 

Any financial tips for future AGSM students? 
Considering the level of petty crimes in Barcelona, I would recommend to set a daily spending limit 
on a plastic card. 

 

Biggest cultural differences 
Dinner time in Barcelona is around 9-10 pm, so it is the most crowded time at cafes and restaurants. 
Also, residents smoke a lot. 

 

How did you adjust to these differences? 
It wasn't difficult to adjust. 

 

Highlights of your exchange experience 
We would like to use this feedback for our website and we also appreciate any photos you can 
send to mbaexchange@agsm.edu.au 
There were several great student events, such as the Gastrofest and Casa Crawl. For the first one, 
students? teams cooked their national food / drinks for other students and guests. It was a large 
event, like 200ish visitors. I participated in my home country?s team, it was a very fun experience. 
Casa Crawl is the best party I?ve ever gone to. There were host apartments of students living in 
walking distance from each other and compact groups of visitors (I was a visitor) with a guide who 
controlled time and itinerary. Visitors went to a host house for 30-40 minutes, where they basically 
drank, played fun games and hung out, then left for another host house. So each group visited 4 ? 5 
houses, and each houses hosted 4 ? 5 groups. Don?t miss this one :) 

 

Challenges (throughout process or on the course/at the school) 
nothing special 

 

Cultural 'musts' for future outgoing students to your host university 
nothing special 

 

Based on your original application, please outline how your exchange experience has helped you 
further develop the element of leadership aptitude that you chose and if it has helped you to 
become a more cosmopolitan leader. 
 
 
Advice or tips for students considering this course and general comments 
Despite a quite messy start (enrollment process etc.), I was really happy to spend my exchange at 
Esade. Everything from student life to beautiful Barcelona was absolutely amazing, not to mention a 
gastronomic scene which is stunning there. And this is not only my opinion, all exchange students 
literally didn?t want to leave when the term was over :)  

mailto:mbaexchange@agsm.edu.au
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The only thing able to spoil the pure joy of exchange at Esade is petty crimes. It?s better to be 
cautious and watch your things as well as have your PC and cell phone data backed up. Although I 
should say that Barcelona these days seems a safer place than it used to be 5-6 years ago. 
 
Q7 – Topics 
 

 

 

 

 

 




