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Exchange Dates 

Sep 2016 - Dec 2016 

UNSW degree  

MBA Executive 

Visa Application (if applicable) 

Canada allows a six month stay for Australian passports without a study permit. However an eTA is necessary. In 

most cases, the answer for an online application of the eTA is immediate. Apply approximately one month before 

travel. 

Please indicate any tips or advice you have for 
prospective students in terms of the application process at AGSM. 

Enrolment/Registration Procedure at host university 
The program co-ordinator at Rotman School of Management will take care of most of the details. 
Access to all online ports will be done via email. The procedure to select courses is done by online 
bidding. All students are allocated points with which to bid for subjects of their choice. The student 
ID card will need to be made at the library. Orientation will take place two weeks before start of 
semester along with all the other exchange students. 

Workload and style of teaching/methods of assessments 
Assessments are mostly assignment based. Mid-semester are rare. Few subjects have final exams. 
Rotman places high emphasis on class participation. All students are expected to contribute in 
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classes and most classes have marks delegated towards class participation. Most subjects require 
the purchase of cases. Other reading materials are mostly online articles 

 

Course size, peers and learning environment 
The normal course load is five elective subjects however exchange students are allowed to take four 
subjects. In addition, students can audit classes they find interesting without an official grade. 

 

Campus life (i.e. clubs, societies, facilities) 
There are plenty of social activities to choose from. Apart from the many clubs offered by the 
University of Toronto, Rotman has its on set of clubs that are exclusively for Rotman students. 
Rotman students can also participate in sports via intramurals. The University has three health clubs 
to choose from and plenty of study areas. 

 

Regional life (e.g. people, shopping, work, travel sights, transport) 
Toronto is a very diverse city. The people are very polite. Unfortunately exchange students can only 
work on campus. jobs are limited though. 

 

Accommodation (What type? Cost? Inclusive, support from host school, sourced separately...?) 
On-campus residence space is limited; it is highly recommended that you investigate off-campus 
housing. Airbnb is a nice way to search for accommodation. expect to pay approximately CAD$1000 
per month. 

 

Accommodation tips for future AGSM students going to your host university/region 
Seeing how you will spend most of your time in and around the university, try to live in a place either 
downtown or near the university. Bloor and Bathurst is a good place to start. 

 

Relative costs of food, travel, entertainment etc (Please comment on each) 
You should apply for a TTC post secondary pass which is a concessional pass for the train, bus and 
street cars. This pass is valid from the 1st of any month to the last day of the month. it is necessary 
to tip an average of 15% for any service in Toronto. In addition, a 13% sales tax needs to be added to 
the purchase item price. Rotman will organise plenty of events for entertainment. 

 

Any financial tips for future AGSM students? 
All places in Toronto offer split bills which mean you only need to take care of your consumption. 
Budget an amount for weekend getaway trips and day trips. 

 

Biggest cultural differences 
A lot of the coursework is assignment based rather than exam based. reading material before the 
class is important and necessary. Tipping is an important part of any service related product. 

 

How did you adjust to these differences? 
My support group was the other exchange students. Most new experiences were with them. 
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Highlights of your exchange experience 
We would like to use this feedback for our website and we also appreciate any photos you can 
send to mbaexchange@agsm.edu.au 
Bonding with the other exchange students and Rotman students. The Orientation Camp that took 
place before start of semester. Weekend road trips to Niagara, Montreal, Ottawa, Michigan. 
 

 

Challenges (throughout process or on the course/at the school) 
Because you are not familiar with all the students, it can be daunting to form groups. However 
Rotman students are very welcoming. It takes a bit of getting used to the process of being called 
upon in class to offer your views on the subject matter. 

 

Cultural 'musts' for future outgoing students to your host university 
Every suburb including downtown has its own culture. Be sure to experience Poutine (Canadian dish) 
and Wings. Owing to the severe winter many places are open seasonally. Visit the Toronto islands 
before October. Go to the Niagara Falls for the day. Toront 

 

Based on your original application, please outline how your exchange experience has helped you 
further develop the element of leadership aptitude that you chose and if it has helped you to 
become a more cosmopolitan leader. 
 
 
Advice or tips for students considering this course and general comments 
Make sure you plan out your finances before and after your trip to Toronto. Be prepared for an 
emotional ride from the moment you submit your application. Your biggest support group will be 
the other exchange students who are going through the same issues. 
 
Q7 – Topics 
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