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Hello and welcome to the new version 
of the ATTA Newsletter. Huge thanks 
to ATTA Vice-President Annette 
Morgan and her colleague Stephanie 
Bruce who have updated the format 
of the ATTA Newsletter. We hope that 
you will enjoy the new look.  

I am saddened with the news of the 
passing of one of our ATTA community 
– John Passant. I appreciated John’s 
intellectual curiosity, his quick wit 
and his kind heart. John bought 
great colour to our community. He 
often challenged our worldview and 
our community was richer for that 
challenge. We have a tribute to John 
at item [4] of the Newsletter.  

I write to you in the second week 
of NZ lockdown. Last week (on 25 
March – just before lockdown started) 
we had the COVID-19 Bill introduced 
under urgency and passed through 
all stages. This included a number of 

tax measures (e.g. restoring building 
depreciation, extending the threshold 
for immediate low-value asset write-
offs, allowing use-of-money interest 
to be waived and allowing wider 
access to the in-work tax credit) 
all of which now look relatively 
minor compared to subsequent 
announcements. I have also watched 
the Australian government commit 
significant funds to support the 
Australian economy. 

I have been impressed by how quickly 
and effectively our communities have 
adjusted to our new ways of living 
and working.  In New Zealand, we 
are encouraged to stay within our 
“bubble” – the new name for the 
group of people we live with. The 
idea is that for the next few weeks we 
stay at home in our bubble to keep 
ourselves and others safe. 

Despite the complexities of our 

current environment, I hope this finds 
you safe and well, and in good spirits. 
I also hope you are finding time to 
look after yourselves, your family and 
your extended networks.  

All the best,

Lisa

Lisa Marriott
President – ATTA
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President’s Note

02 |   ATTA’S 33RD ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

The 33rd Annual ATTA conference will be hosted by the University of Canterbury (UC) Business School at the UC from 20 to 22 
January 2021 in Christchurch, New Zealand. It will be held at Rydges Latimer in the Christchurch CBD, rather than at the UC. 
Bookings for a limited number of discounted rooms can be made direct to Rydges Latimer here. 

The welcome reception will be held at the International Antarctic Centre near Christchurch International Airport, with the 
conference dinner at the Great Hall at the Arts Centre in the CBD (part of UC’s campus before it moved out of the city during 
the 1960-70s). A farewell BBQ will be held at Rydges Latimer at the conclusion of the conference. 

The theme is - The Future of Tax: More than Just Politics?

Due to COVID-19 we are monitoring the impact this may have on hosting the conference in Christchurch in 
2021.  We will provide further updates as we know more.

More details will follow over the coming months. 

Adrian Sawyer (adrian.sawyer@canterbury.ac.nz)   Andrew Maples (andrew.maples@canterbury.ac.nz) 

Alistair Hodson (alistair.hodson@canterbury.ac.nz)  Robert Vosslamber (rob.vosslamber@canterbury.ac.nz)

Shelley Griffiths (shelley.griffiths@otago.ac.nz)

https://www.rydges.com/private-page/australasian-tax-teachers-association/
mailto:adrian.sawyer%40canterbury.ac.nz?subject=
mailto:andrew.maples%40canterbury.ac.nz?subject=
mailto:alistair.hodson%40canterbury.ac.nz?subject=
mailto:rob.vosslamber%40canterbury.ac.nz?subject=
mailto:shelley.griffiths%40otago.ac.nz?subject=
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03 |   ATTA AGM 2020 MINUTES

Date & time: Friday 24 January 2020 at 2.45pm  
Venue: The Old Wool Store Hotel, Hobart
Present: 56
Apologies: 

Michael D’Ascenzo, Michael Dirkis, Ann Kayis-Kumar, Anna Mortimore, Les Nethercott, Kerrie Sadiq, Miranda 
Stewart, Robin Woellner.

1. Minutes of the previous meeting which were published in the ATTA News May 2019 edition
Approved. Moved by Chris Evans, seconded Adrian Sawyer.

2. Matters arising from the minutes 
Dealt with as part of general discussion.

3. Reports: 
President’s report 

It has been a great privilege to be in this role over the past year. Being in this role has made me very aware of 
the multiple support teams and individuals that keep this organisation as strong and as well connected as it is. 
Therefore, I would like to start by thanking some of the people that go to great lengths to keep us connected and 
administratively organised as an organisation. 

First – enormous thanks to Colin Fong, who as editor of the ATTA Newsletter does so much behind the scenes to 
make sure we are kept up to date with what everyone is doing. Colin often tells me about things that happen in NZ 
before I know about it – so he really is not only well connected, but willing to use those connections for the benefit 
of all of us. 

Second – to the ATTA Executive – and particular thanks to Brett Bondfield. All the Executive team put in a great 
effort, but the lions share often falls to Brett because of his significant institutional knowledge. Again, it’s one of 
those roles where you don’t see the work that goes on behind the scenes – and I know Brett often puts aside much 
of his Sundays to make sure that ATTA tasks get done. 

Third – thank you to the conference organisers for this conference. One of the great skills of conference 
organisation is in making a conference look like it has been effortless to organise. We have benefited from some 
great Keynote speakers this year: Professor Henry Lischer, Dr Keith Kendall, Karen Payne, Scott Treatt and our 
Patron, Justice Pagone. I would also like to extend our gratitude to our sponsors. The conference benefits greatly 
from their presence and their financial assistance: Oxford University Press, ThomsonReuters, Wiley and UniSuper. 

Thanks also to Annette Morgan, Donovan Castelyn, Helen Hodgson and their team for the publication of a great 
edition of JATTA this year. 

I would also like to thank Maree Magafas from UNSW who helps every month with publishing the Newsletter 
– as well as many other things during the year, such as making sure we all have access to the photos after the 
conference. 

We have introduced some new initiatives during the year – and continued some of the ongoing ones, including:

• Introducing the inaugural Patron’s prize for engagement with the judiciary– awarded to Craig Elliffe from 
Auckland University. 

• Advancing Women in Tax Academia Scholarship – to assist in attendance and presentation at this conference. 
This was awarded during the year to Christine Peacock from Federation University. 

• The ATTA Hill Medal, which was awarded to Brett Freudenberg for outstanding contributions to tax teaching
• Introduction of the Women in Tax breakfast initiative – organised by Bronwyn McCredie. 
• Ongoing support for OUP ATTA Doctoral Series. OUP agreed to provide ongoing financial support for the OUP 

ATTA Doctorial Series. However, the panel decided not to make an award this year. 

I look forward to another great year for ATTA in 2020.

Lisa Marriott
ATTA President
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Treasurer’s report 

The Treasurer presented the accounts to the meeting and pointed to the fact that the 2019 conference was 
unlikely to bring in funds.
Kathrin Bain
ATTA Treasurer

Secretary’s report 

The Secretary noted there was nothing to add in addition to the President’s Report and the Treasurer’s 
presentation of the accounts.
Brett Bondfield
ATTA Secretary

4. Election of 3 Executive Committee Members

The three members whose 2-year terms were at an end were re-elected:
• Kathrin Bain
• Brett Bondfield
• Annette Morgan
The Executive advised the meeting that it had nominated Brett Bondfield as President Elect.

5. Confirmation of State/Territory/NZ representatives

• (ACT): Sonali Walpola;
• (NSW): Fiona Martin;
• (NT): Justin Dabner;
• NZ (Nth): Andrew Smith; 
• NZ (Sth): Andrew Maples; 
• QLD (Nth): Justin Dabner; 
• QLD (Sth): Anna Mortimore; 
• (SA): Dominic Carbone; 
• (TAS): John Minas;
• (VIC): Diane Kraal; 
• (WA): Helen Hodgson.

6. Appointment of auditor

Richard Collins was appointed as ATTA auditor.

7. Expressions of interest for hosting ATTA 2022 and 2023 

These were encouraged and pursued outside the AGM.
ATTA 2021 to be hosted at the University of Canterbury, Christchurch, NZ.

8. General business:

A proposal from Justin Dabner to move to a biennial virtual conference [attached page 5 for ease of reference]
This was discussed at some length with the following being some of the main themes raised:
• There is merit in exploring the practicalities and potential impacts of delivering all or part of an annual 

conference on digital platforms. 
• A starting point may be delivering Keynote Addresses via digital platforms and then uploading them to the 

ATTA website.
• There is a continuing importance to be accorded to in person networking, particularly for early career 

academics/PHD candidates.
• Each annual conference should look to ways of minimising its environmental footprint.
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AGM General Business Annexure
Dear fellow ATTA members

Proposal to move to a biennial virtual conference

As much as I have enjoyed and benefitted from attending ATTA conferences I have a suggestion that we consider hosting every 
second conference as a virtual conference. While I accept that the face-to-face aspect of the physical conference is particularly 
valuable from a networking perspective, my rationale for a biennial virtual conference is as follows:

1. Reduction in carbon emissions from our travelling to a venue. We can lead by example and be part of the solution to climate 
change, rather than the problem.

2. A reduction in the cost of attending.

3. The opportunity to vastly extend our coverage (and contacts) – attract speakers from other cultures and jurisdictions and 
attendees from all over the world (especially those who might not otherwise be able to afford to attend).

4. The software has evolved to allow better audience engagement and the opportunity for networking and social engagement.

5. The opportunity to both record presentations and have them at varying times can cater for time zone differences and other 
commitments of audiences.

In summary, we could make our conference more accessible and culturally and jurisdictionally diverse while also reducing our 
carbon footprint.

Justin Dabner

January 2020

04 |   TRIBUTES TO JOHN PASSANT 

Sadly John Passant passed away peacefully this morning leaving a huge hole in the universe.

Patricia was with him when he passed and he had seen his children before he passed.

John was passionate, radiating energy which shined through when he spoke at rallies and 
political meetings, when teaching, and even when just having a coffee. He was a radical 
activist, a prolific writer of letters to the papers, articles and on his blog, a poet, an academic 
and a senior officer in the ATO.

He railed against injustices and took action against them - organising and marching against 
apartheid, arguing for and participating in an occupation against library cuts at Monash 
University, speaking against the Gulf War with his two year old son in his arms and saying 
‘what about the fathers with children in Iraq?’, to mention just a few.

He published two books of poetry. Millie and Jim from the Awesome used the words from some of these poems to create 
magical music. A CD of her music and of John reading some of his poems was launched a year ago. John and the Awesome 
also performed at the National Folk Festival, in Narooma and in Mallacoota before the fires.

He had been diagnosed with stage 4 lung cancer in July 2018. Targetted therapy knocked back the cancer for a while, but it 
came back again in 2019 leading to a spinal fracture in July 2019. After lots of work with the physiotherapists and some home 
renovations he was able to come home in a wheelchair last November.

Then he could be sitting at his computer, cup of tea at hand, writing and keeping in touch with friends, watching the news 
or the rugby league (did I mention he was a tragic St George supporter) and being part of family life. Despite more targetted 
therapy the cancer continued and in late February he struggled to breathe. He was on oxygen in hospital, too much to be 
able to have oxygen at home, and his condition worsened.

Given the limits on funerals, we will be organising a private funeral for the immediate family, but I hope to put together a 
memorial of his life with photos and a longer story to share. He will be sorely missed.

Patricia Langenakker

1953 - 2020
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John Passant passed away peacefully on the morning of Sunday 5 April.  
His wife, Patricia, was with him when he passed. 

John will be remembered among our tax community for his passion – for 
tax, for teaching and for politics.  John was a proud radical activist, a 
prolific writer of letters to the papers, articles and on his blog. John was 
also a poet, an academic and a senior officer in the ATO. John was known 
for his fight against injustices - organising and marching against apartheid, 
arguing for and participating in an occupation against library cuts at 
Monash University, speaking against the Gulf War with his two year old 
son in his arms and saying ‘what about the fathers with children in Iraq?’, 
to mention just a few.

John was a barrister and solicitor of the Supreme Court of the ACT and of the High Court. He had two primary places of 
employment – the ATO and academia.  He started his working life in the ATO in 1979 as a graduate.  John then moved 
to academia in 1989, working as a Lecturer in the Faculty of Law at Australian National University.  He worked in this 
role until 1996, before returning to the ATO for much of the next decade. He retired from working at the ATO as an 
Assistant Commissioner in 2008 and returned to academia.  He taught at a number of universities including the University 
of Wollongong, the University of Canberra and ANU, teaching subjects that included “Fascism and anti-fascism” and 
“Revolution!”.  

John’s research interests were widespread and include research on environmental issues, anti-avoidance and neoliberalism.  
John often adopted complex and challenging perspectives to his research, including Marxist legal theories.  John was also 
well known for co-editing the Journal of Australian Taxation with John McLaren in recent years.  

John published two books of poetry: Songs for the Band Unformed, published in 2016 and Whose Broken is This? published 
in 2018.  I end this tribute with one of John’s poems.  John did a poetry reading at the New Zealand ATTA conference in the 
Wairarapa in January 2017.  He asked me to select a poem for him to read.  I choose this one: 

Lisa Marriott

Will you walk with me? 
Will you walk with me

Through the gentle hello
Where quiet duet

Meets screamed pillow

Where the sun of evil
Wrestles the night of calm
And lock-stepped presence 

Oils its balm?

Where the battles that challenge
The rattles within
Portend no end

Only next of kind

And the rising each day
Gives its way

To the penalty rates
That are life’s astray

Then will you walk with me
Through the gentle goodbye

Always questioning,
Never asking why?  
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  For approved course providers who are unable to meet the requirements of Option 1 or Option 2, the TPB will 
consider the use of other alternative assessment arrangements on a case by case basis.

Further, under Option 3, the approved course provider is expected to meet the conditions set out in Option 1, other 
than the requirement regarding independent supervision.

For consideration of alternative assessment arrangements under Option 3, contact CourseProvider@tpb.gov.au and 
ensure that your email includes the following information:

• Outline of alternative assessment arrangement.
• Details of how the alternative assessment arrangement meets the conditions set out in Option 1 (other than the 

requirement regarding independent supervision).
• Numbers of students impacted or expected to be impacted. 
• Any other relevant information.

The TPB will consider submissions as a matter of priority and notify you of the outcome as soon as possible. 

   Where Option 1 does not offer a practicable solution for approved course providers, the TPB will accept alternate 
assessments supervised through software driven invigilation (including utilising anti-plagiarism software). The 

software must offer authentication of candidates, coupled with a level of invigilation that can detect potential breaches 
of assessment conditions.

Further, under Option 2, the approved course provider is expected to meet the conditions set out in Option 1, other 
than the requirement regarding independent supervision.

   Where possible and practicable, the TPB’s preferred option is for an alternate assessment to be conducted either 
remotely (physically at a location) or through online invigilation (remotely proctored) under the following conditions:

• The alternate assessment assesses the same learning outcomes as the invigilated assessment would have.
• The alternate assessment meets the TPB’s requirements regarding independent supervision. This means the 

remote or online invigilation is conducted through some form of live invigilation in terms of supervisory oversight.
• The approved course provider maintains a record of all individuals completing an alternate assessment through 

remote or online invigilation.
• The alternate assessment has the same weighting as the invigilated assessment.
• The alternate assessment continues to meet TEQSA or ASQA guidelines.

05 |   ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT GUIDANCE: COVID-19

Tax Practitioners Board
Exam requirements for Board approved courses

• The TPB requires that at least 40% of the total assessment for a Board approved course be completed under some form of 
independent supervision. This requires assessments to be conducted under the supervision of an invigilator.

• Due to the recent impact of COVID-19, the TPB has reviewed this policy. In cases where supervised assessments cannot 
be conducted in line with the TPB’s existing requirements, the following guidance is provided to all approved course 
providers.

• These arrangements will remain in place at least for the current study period (semester/trimester).
• The TPB will continue to monitor the situation and approved course providers will be notified of any policy changes 

should they occur. In particular, the policy will be updated to reflect any alternative arrangements approved by the Board 
under Option 3.

• This policy applies to all current Board approved courses. As appropriate, the TPB will update its proposed guidelines on 
Board approved courses to reflect this policy. 

Option
1

Option
2

Option
3

mailto:CourseProvider%40tpb.gov.au?subject=
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FASEA Policy Update: Invigilated Exams interruptions due to 
Corona Virus 

Please see below media release from the Financial Adviser Standards and Ethics 
Authority Ltd 

17 March 2020 

FASEA policy requires that examinations be invigilated and due to the Corona 
Virus impact we have reviewed this policy. In the case where examinations 
cannot be conducted as per usual HEP practice the following guidance is provided 
for all Higher Education Providers offering FASEA approved courses/units. 

1. FASEA will allow alternative assessment for the invigilated examination under 
the following conditions:

• The alternative assessment assesses the same learning outcomes as 
the invigilated examination 

• Alternative assessments meet TEQSA guidelines 
• HEPs maintain records of all individuals completing the alternative 

assessment 
• The alternative assessment has the same weighting as the invigilated 

examination 

2. FASEA encourages the use of the variety of assessment alternatives available 
and use of remote proctoring if the HEP has these facilities available within 
TEQSA guidelines. 

Please note this arrangement will be reviewed and HEPs informed of any policy 
changes. These arrangements are in place for current semester/trimester. 

Please note this policy relates to accredited programs only and does not apply to 
the financial adviser examination. 

If you have any questions please contact Howard Cook on: 

E: howard.cook@fasesa.gov.au 

M: 0423 047 590 

Howard Cook 
Accreditation Manager

06 |   TAX SPECIAL INTEREST 
GROUP AT AFAANZ 
CONFERENCE

I am writing to inform you of a new Special 
Interest Group (SIG) that we are developing 
and expect to host at the next Accounting 
and Finance Association of Australia and 
New Zealand (AFAANZ) conference, the Tax 
SIG. The Tax SIG is tasked with developing a 
supportive and productive environment for 
tax academics in Australia and New Zealand 
who are engaged in, or wish to engage in tax 
research and/or teaching. The Tax SIG will 
aim to encourage research and education 
in tax and foster relationships with industry 
to improve and contemporise academic 
contributions. This will be achieved through 
keynote presentations from leading tax 
academics and practitioners, panel sessions, 
research presentations and networking 
opportunities. Members may include 
those with interests in all areas of taxation 
including:

• tax policy;

• tax compliance and morale;

• taxation of individuals; 

• taxation of structures;

• international tax;

• capital gains tax;

• taxation of superannuation; and

• indirect taxes.

As we are planning to host the inaugural 
Tax SIG at the AFAANZ Conference in 
Melbourne in 2020, I would appreciate 
your kind cooperation and help in recruiting 
twenty interested participants (who are also 
members of AFAANZ) to establish a quorum. 
To register your interest, or to obtain any 
additional information, please contact the 
SIG organiser at: bronwyn.mccredie@qut.
edu.au.

I look forward to working with you to 
establish this valuable group and resource.

Thank you and kind regards,

Bronwyn McCredie

07 |   ARRIVALS, DEPARTURES AND HONOURS

Welcome and Farewell
Micheal Blissenden, after nearly 20 years, has left 
Western Sydney University and is now working 
on Taxation Law units at the University of New 
England. He is also working with the UNSW Law 
School on the Practical Legal Training course, 
which commenced this year.

Congratulations
Professor Neil Warren was made an Emeritus 
Professor at the Taxation & Business Law 
Department, UNSW Sydney.

mailto:howard.cook%40fasesa.gov.au?subject=
mailto:bronwyn.mccredie%40qut.edu.au?subject=Tax%20Special%20Interest%20Group%20at%20AFAANZ%20Conference%0D
mailto:bronwyn.mccredie%40qut.edu.au?subject=Tax%20Special%20Interest%20Group%20at%20AFAANZ%20Conference%0D
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08 |   TAX LAW DEVELOPMENTS

Australia

High Court of Australia 
Commissioner of State Revenue v Rojoda Pty Ltd [2020] HCA 7
Bell, Gageler, Keane, Nettle and Edelman JJ – 18 March 2020

Catchwords:
• Stamp duties – Declaration of trust – Partnership – Dissolution 

– Partnership assets – Nature of partners’ rights in relation to 
partnership assets – Where freehold titles to land held by two 
partners as joint tenants – Where other partners not registered 
title holders – Where partnerships dissolved but not wound 
up upon death of one partner holding titles – Where surviving 
partner declared trusts over freehold titles for benefit of 
other partners in proportion to partnership interests – Where 
Commissioner assessed declaration of trust as “dutiable 
transaction” within meaning of Duties Act 2008 (WA), s 11(1) 
– Whether partner holding freehold titles trustee for other 
partners – Whether declaration of trust by surviving partner 
holding freehold titles created new interests in land – Whether 
declaration of trust dutiable transaction.

• Words and phrases – “beneficial interest”, “conveyance”, 
“declaration of trust”, “dissolution”, “dutiable transaction”, 
“equitable interest”, “non-specific interest”, “partners’ interest”, 
“partnership property”, “right to account and distribution”, 
“transfer”, “trust for partnership”, “winding up”.

Order
1. Appeal allowed with costs
2. Set aside the orders of the Court of Appeal of the Supreme Court 

of Western Australia made on 21 December 2018 and in their place 
order that the appeal be dismissed with costs.

Federal Court of Australia
Zaghloul v Commissioner of Taxation [2020] FCA 469
Colvin J – 8 April 2020

Catchwords:
• Taxation - appeal from decision of the 

Administrative Appeals Tribunal affirming 
Commissioner of Taxation’s decision to 
disallow applicant’s objection against income 
tax assessment - where applicant’s employer 
made lump sum payment to applicant - where 
Tribunal found lump sum payment was back 
payment for period when applicant’s employer 
failed to make weekly payments for total 
incapacity - where Workers’ Compensation and 
Injury Management Act 1981 (Cth) provides for 
an election to receive compensation as a lump 
sum payment in certain limited circumstances 
- whether applicant should be treated as 
if he made election - whether lump sum 
payment should be treated as an Employment 
Termination Payment - whether lump sum 
payment should be treated as income earned in 
previous years

The court orders that:
1. Appeal dismissed.
2. The applicant pay the respondent’s costs of the 

appeal.

Alstom Transport Australia Pty Ltd v Comptroller-General of Customs [2020] FCAFC 43
Davies, Markovic and Steward JJ – 17 March 2020

Catchwords:
• Taxation – customs and excise – tariff concession order (“TCO”) – core criteria – substitutable goods – appeal from 

decision of the Administrative Appeals Tribunal – where TCO application made in respect of unattended trains to be 
incorporated into the Sydney Metro Train Network was refused – whether Tribunal erred in applying ss. 269B and 
269C of the Customs Act 1901 (Cth) – whether Tribunal erred in finding that particular trains produced in Australia are 
“substitutable goods” in respect of the applicant’s trains – whether Tribunal misunderstood its statutory task and failed 
to make necessary findings of fact – whether Tribunal failed to make findings with respect to the uses to which the 
particular trains described in the TCO application and the putative “substitutable goods” can be put – whether Tribunal 
addressed the question of use at an impermissible level of generality

The court orders that:
1. The appeal be allowed.
2. The decision of the Administrative Appeals Tribunal dated 17 June 2019 be set aside.
3. The matter be remitted to the Tribunal for re-determination according to law.
4. The respondent pay the applicant’s costs of and incidental to this appeal, to be taxed in default of agreement.

http://eresources.hcourt.gov.au/showCase/2020/HCA/7
https://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/single/2020/2020fca0469
https://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/full/2020/2020fcafc0043
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BAC Holdings Limited v Commissioner of Taxation [2020] FCA 413
Logan J – 31 March 2020

Catchwords:
• Taxation - income tax - where the applicant received approval to construct a new parallel runway (NPR) - where the 

applicant applied to the Commissioner under the Taxation Administration Act 1953 (Cth) (TAA) for a private ruling as to 
whether certain initial activities associated with the construction of the NPR were themselves a “project” for the the 
purposes of subdivision 40-I of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997 (Cth) – whether the two phases of construction of 
the NPR comprise discrete “projects” or whether the construction of the NPR was but one “project”

• Practice and procedure – where the private ruling was sought in respect of income years including 2011 to 2017 for which 
assessments had been made and issued (assessment income years) – whether the appeal was competent in the absence 
of the exclusion of the assessment income years in the notice of appeal – where this ground of objection to competency 
does not go to all bases upon which the applicant has sought to invoke the court’s jurisdiction – whether the objection to 
competency is itself incompetent – whether the appeal was otherwise incompetent on the ground that the applicant was 
not a person “dissatisfied” with the objection decision, in terms of s 14ZZ(1)(a)(ii) of the TAA, as the scheme ruled on the 
in the private ruling was not implemented and never could be implemented in the terms described – whether there is a 
“matter” capable of the valid exercise of Commonwealth judicial power

The court orders that:
1. The appeal be allowed.
2. The decision of the Administrative Appeals Tribunal dated 17 June 2019 be set aside.
3. The matter be remitted to the Tribunal for re-determination according to law.
4. The respondent pay the applicant’s costs of and incidental to this appeal, to be taxed in default of agreement.

Colin Fong

New Zealand
The omnibus COVID-19 Response (Taxation and Social Assistance Urgent Measures) Act 2020 (NZ) aims to promote 
Government’s response to the economic impacts of the COVID-19 outbreak, including targeted relief measures. The key 
provisions of the Act are:  

• The reintroduction of depreciation on commercial buildings which:
• Is effective from 1 April 2020.
• Excludes residential buildings.
• Applies a rate of 2% for the diminishing value method, and 1.5% for the straight line method.

• The provisional tax threshold is increased to NZD5,000 residual income tax (from NZD2,500). 

• Up-front deduction of low value assets threshold is temporarily increased from NZD500 to NZD5,000 (17 March 2020 – 16 
March 2021) and permanently increased to NZD1,000 (from 17 March 2021).  

• Research & Development Tax Credit refundability, which was due to start in 2020-21, has been brought forward to 2019-
20 tax year. 

• IRD may grant Use of Money Interest relief to businesses affected by Covid-19, on request. 

• IRD is permitted to share information with other government departments to assist business and individuals affected by 
Covid-19. Only information relating to Covid-19 relief may be shared under this provision.  

• Working families, which experience a reduction in working hours as a result of COVID-19, will not lose their eligibility for 
the In-Work Tax Credit (from 1 July 2020). This is a permanent change.

• Working for families tax credit entitlement for emergency benefit recipients has been extended to taxpayers who are not 
permanent residents.

• Order in Council (the Goods and Services Tax (Grants and Subsidies) Amendment Order 2020, which added the COVID-19 
wage subsidy and leave payment to the list of non-taxable supplies, came into force on 24 March 2020, without 
retroactive effect. Since payments started on 17 March 2020, the Act provides that payments made in the interim are not 
taxable.    

The Bill received Royal Assent on 25 March 2020.

Jonathan Barrett

https://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/single/2020/2020fca0413
https://www.parliament.nz/en/pb/bills-and-laws/bills-proposed-laws/document/BILL_96377/covid-19-response-taxation-and-social-assistance-urgent
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 JATTA Notice
Please remember that submissions are still open for 
the 2020 edition of JATTA. We have extended the 
final submission date until the end of June, so please 
consider submitting an article for publication. The 
journal publishes on a diverse range of tax topics – and 
the article does not need to have been presented at the 
conference this year. 

Please email your submission to John McLaren at: john.
mclaren@utas.edu.au

 Forum for Tax Questions
If you want to raise to the ATTA group a question about 
tax (such as the interpretation of a case or legislation) 
then why don’t you use the ATTA LinkedIn Group page. 
If you are not already a member just do a ‘request to 
join’.

Brett Freudenberg 
Griffith Business School

 Free access to scholarly materials 
A list of publishers offering free access to scholarly 
materials in response to COVID-19 can be found here: 
ANU Website. 

Thanks to Christine Peacock for pointing out the above.

 Electric Vehicle Owners in Queensland
Griffith University in collaboration Queensland 
Government, Transport and Main Roads and Energy 
Queensland are surveying “Early Adopters of Electric 
Vehicles”. We want to know your experience in 
charging, driving and how your views on policy 
incentives may encourage other consumers to purchase 
an electric vehicle in Australia. With your help, we hope 
to gain insight into these areas. 

Thank you for your support and contribution (Griffith 
University Ethical Clearance Ref No: 2019/1031).  
Click here to contribute your valuable thoughts and 
information to our research.

09 |   BULLETIN BOARD

 NTEU: Big win against benchmarks!
I’m writing to let you know about the NTEU’s big win on the issue of research performance benchmarks for academics.

On March 11 the NTEU won an unfair dismissal case for a member at UTS who was sacked for unsatisfactory performance 
of the basis of failing to publish in A or A* ranked journals. The Fair Work Commission found the dismissal to be ‘harsh and 
unreasonable’. The Commission ordered that our member be reinstated and paid back the salary they lost after dismissal.

FWC Deputy President Sams noted ‘universities can become ruthlessly competitive, if not obsessed, with achieving top 
research rankings and reputation in order to attract students (‘code’ for income) which, to my mind, may tend to distract 
from the focus of providing a quality learning experience for students’.

He also noted that ‘A university, of all society’s institutions, should have the flexibility to accommodate an academic’s 
personal and professional qualities and attributes, and maximise a particular individual’s interests and talents to enhance the 
best outcomes of the common good.’

It is hoped that this victory will have far reaching implications throughout the university sector. It pushes against the tide of 
unrealistic performance benchmarks and punitive management cultures that increasingly govern academic work.

The NTEU will continue to campaign for academic freedom and for the rights of our members.

You can help us do this by forwarding this email to one of your academic colleagues and asking them to join the NTEU.

We are, as always, stronger together.

In union,
Damien Cahill 
NTEU NSW Division Assistant Secretary

The above was received by the ATTA News Editor on 27 March 2020. 
The case is Dr Ruoyun (Lucy) Zhao v University of Technology Sydney [2020] FWC 416.

mailto:john.mclaren%40utas.edu.au?subject=Submission%20to%20JATTA%202020
mailto:john.mclaren%40utas.edu.au?subject=Submission%20to%20JATTA%202020
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/13512139/
https://anulib.anu.edu.au/news-events/news/publishers-offering-free-access-scholarly-materials-response-covid-19
https://prodsurvey.rcs.griffith.edu.au/prodls200/index.php/778768?lang=en
https://prodsurvey.rcs.griffith.edu.au/prodls200/index.php/778768?lang=en
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/cth/FWC/2020/416.html
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 Doctoral Program in International Business Taxation receives doc.funds of the Austrian Science 
Fund

We are proud to announce that WU’s Doctoral Program in International Business Taxation (DIBT) is one of only four programs 
chosen this year to receive the coveted doc.funds of the Austrian Science Fund (FWF), which will provide additional funding for 
the program for another four years.

DIBT is a highly successful doctoral program, focusing on one of WU’s core research areas, international taxation. It was 
launched in 2011 with the help of FWF’s DK (Doctoral Program) funding, and has since been established as a regular doctoral 
program at WU, providing high-quality interdisciplinary training for graduates in the field of international taxation, including 
and combining the disciplines of public finance, international tax law and cross border tax management. The three-year full-
time program is held entirely in English and therefore attracts a correspondingly international collegiate. DIBT graduates have 
gone on to start promising careers, many of them securing positions in academia, others at national and international research 
centers, multinational organizations, or in the private sector.

DIBT students write their doctoral thesis in their own discipline (law, business, public finance, economic psychology), while 
being exposed to intensive interdisciplinary discussions during their stay in Vienna. During the first year, students are required 
to attend many comprehensive courses to provide the basic knowledge necessary for interdisciplinary working. The second 
and the third years are dedicated to seminars offering different perspectives on taxation, a research stay abroad, additional 
optional workshops, and especially to research on the thesis. Throughout the three years, a research seminar supplements the 
students’ training.

DIBT guarantees the best possible standards in both research and teaching through its faculty of renowned scholars. The core 
faculty of the program is made up of an interdisciplinary team of WU professors, including Eva Eberhartinger, Michael Lang, 
Zoltán Novotny-Farkas, Pasquale Pistone, Alexander Rust, Rupert Sausgruber and Martin Zagler. They are supported by guest 
professors Erich Kirchler, Dominika Langenmayr, Caren Sureth-Sloane und Alfons Weichenrieder. Additionally, many visiting 
professors, who are internationally recognized leading experts in their fields, contribute to the DIBT with their expertise, and 
form an integral part of the doctoral program, thereby completing the top-level academic education offered to the students.

Please find the relevant press releases on the WU Website and FWF Website.

For more information about the DIBT Program, please see www.wu.ac.at/dibt.

Eva Eberhartinger, Michael Lang and Martin Zagler

10 |   ATTA PEOPLE IN THE MEDIA

Robert Deutsch

• Khadem, Nassim ‘Thousands of Australian expats face tax slug under changes to CGT main 
residence exemption’ ABC News, 2 January 2020

• Goncalves, Pedro ‘Australian expats face hefty taxes after capital gains tax exemption is scrapped’ 
International Investment News, 3 January 2020

• Macken, Lucy ‘Expats caught by capital gains law’ Sydney Morning Herald 15-16 February 2020 p 4 

• Macken, Lucy ‘Australian expats list their homes to beat looming changes to capital gains tax’ 
Domain media, 15 February 2020

• Khadem, Nassim ‘Working from home because of coronavirus? The ATO’s new tax ‘shortcut’ may leave you paying more’ 
ABC News, 8 April 2020 

 Do you have a Bulletin Board item?
Please email your Bulletin Board items to the Editor for inclusion in forthcoming editions of ATTA News.

https://www.wu.ac.at/en/press/press-releases/press-releases-details/detail/phd-programm-international-business-taxation-erhaelt-begehrten-fwf-docfund
https://www.fwf.ac.at/en/
http://www.wu.ac.at/dibt
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-02/australian-expats-face-tax-slug-cgt-main-residence-exemption/11836094
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-02/australian-expats-face-tax-slug-cgt-main-residence-exemption/11836094
https://www.internationalinvestment.net/news/4008649/australian-expats-hefty-taxes-capital-gains-tax-exemption-scrapped
https://www.domain.com.au/news/sydney-homes-of-expats-hit-the-market-to-beat-looming-cgt-deadline-928963
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-04-08/working-from-home-coronavirus-shutdowns-tax-time-deductions/12132712
mailto:c.fong%40unsw.edu.au?subject=ATTA%20News%20Bulletin%20Board%20Item
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11 |   IFA COMPETITIONS 2020

The IFA Australian branch calls for submissions from the Young scholars among us (under the age of 40, or 35) for the following 
IFA Prizes/Awards for 2020. The deadline for submissions has been extended to 31 May due to COVID-19.

Maurice Lauré Prize

IFA has instituted a Prize in order to 
encourage scientific work on 
international indirect taxation. The Prize 
is named in honour of Maurice Lauré, 
who was instrumental in the first 
implementation of the Value Added Tax 
system, now applied in more than 160 
jurisdictions.

Subject: International indirect fiscal law, 
comparative indirect tax law, or local 
indirect tax law having an important 
relation with fiscal law in foreign 
jurisdictions.

Prize: 5,000 Euros, plus a medal and 
an invitation to attend the IFA 2020 
Congress in Cancun, exempted from the 
payment of the Congress registration 
fee, during which the Prize is awarded.

Requirements, conditions and 
deadlines: IFA website here

IFA President YIN Scientific 
Award

The IFA President YIN Scientific Award 
was launched in 2014. This Award shall 
be awarded for an article published 
in a qualified medium, furthering the 
understanding of international fiscal 
law or comparative tax law, providing 
practical solutions to problems arising in 
cross-border transactions or situations.

Subject: Any topic furthering the 
understanding of international fiscal 
law or comparative tax law, providing 
practical solutions to problems arising in 
cross-border transactions or situations.

Prize: 1,000 Euros, plus a memento, a 
certificate and an invitation to attend the 
IFA 2020 Congress in Cancun, exempted 
from the payment of the Congress 
registration fee, during which the Prize is 
awarded.

Requirements, conditions and 
deadlines: IFA website here

Mitchell B. Carroll Prize

In order to encourage scientific work, 
the IFA has instituted a Prize as a tribute 
to its first Honorary President, Mitchell 
B. Carroll. This Prize is awarded for a 
work dealing with international fiscal 
questions, comparative fiscal law or 
local fiscal law with the emphasis on 
the relationships with the fiscal law of 
foreign jurisdictions.

Subject: International fiscal law, 
comparative tax law, or local tax law 
having an important relation with fiscal 
law in foreign jurisdictions.

Prize: 5,000 Euros, plus a medal and 
an invitation to attend the IFA 2020 
Congress in Cancun, exempted from the 
payment of the Congress registration 
fee, during which the Prize is awarded.

Requirements, conditions and 
deadlines: IFA website here

12 |   CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

International Journal of Business and Social Science
Volume 11 | Issue 5

Ranking: Unknown - USA
Manuscripts Submission Deadline: 30 April 2020
Publication Date: 31 May 2020

Frank Tian Xie

Journal of the Australasian Tax Teachers Association
Volume 15 | Issue 1

Ranking: B
Manuscripts Submission Deadline: 30 June 2020
Publication Date: November/December 2020

John McLaren

Australian Tax Review
Special Issue: Current Topics in International Taxation

Ranking: A
Manuscripts Submission Deadline: 15 June 2020
Publication Date: November/December 2020

Anthony Ting, Kerrie Sadiq and Dale Pinto

Austaxpolicy.com Blog (Tax and Transfer Policy Institute)
TTPI Working Papers and Policy Briefs

Ranking: N/A
Manuscripts Submission Deadline: Continually
Publication Date: Continually

tax.policy@anu.edu.au

https://www.ifa.nl/research-awards/maurice-laur%C3%A9-prize
https://www.ifa.nl/research-awards/ifa-president-yin-scientific-award
https://www.ifa.nl/research-awards/mitchell-b-carroll-prize
http://ijbssnet.com/index.php/home
http://trn.taxsage.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/20-01-31-Call-for-papers.pdf
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/about/style-guide/
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13 |   RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Readers are encouraged to inform the Editor of recently written publications for inclusion in these pages. 

Domestic
The Conversation

ATTA Member contribution(s) 
• Miranda Stewart was a signatory to - Peter Whiteford, 

‘Open letter to the prime minister: extend coronavirus 
support to temporary workers’, 7 April 2020

Articles of Interest

• Robert Breunig and Tristram Sainsbury - ‘The government 
opens a coronavirus super loophole: it’s legal to put your 
money in, take it out, and save on tax’, 1 April 2020

Taxation in Australia
2019 | Volume 54 | Issue 6

ATTA Member contribution(s)
• Michael Blissenden and Paul Kenny - Residence tests for 

individuals: Impact of the Harding decision 

Other Articles
• November - what happened in tax?
• Tim Neilson - Not goodbye, but reflection and thanks
• Giles Hurst - Another eventful year at The Tax Institute
• Angie Ananda - Trade-offs and the federal Budget 
• Vacant land deductions
• Daryl Jones - Testamentary trusts: Reforms at a trickle 
• Ben Wilson and Caitlin Ashworth - Deceased estates, real 

property and real issues
• William Calokerinos - Reliability of evidence in tax 

disputes
• Sam Campbell - TD 2019/D6 and TD 2019/D7: (Further) 

unintended consequences?
• Daniel Butler & Bryce Figot - NALI warning: LCR 2019/D3
• Michael Norbury - Is it a capital or an income expense? 
• Peter Collins - Glencore v FCT: Transfer pricing decision

Tax Specialist 
2020 | Volume 23 | Issue 3

Articles of Interest
• Shaun Cartoon - Employee share schemes and corporate 

transactions
• Cullen Smythe - NSW “just and reasonable” exemption: 

Analysis and practical application
• Louisa Wu - Will the covered sovereign entity please 

stand up? 
• Brendan Brown - New Zealand’s anti-hybrid rules: Do you 

have an issue?
Taxation in Australia 
2020 | Volume 54 | Issue 7

ATTA Member contribution(s)
• Chloe Burnett - International tax: “Pillars” of strength or 

ruins in the making? 

Other Articles
• December - what happened in tax?
• Giles Hurst - The best is yet to come
• Bruce Quigley - Tax reform can’t wait
• Active asset test
• Suzie Boulous - How The Tax Institute propelled a 

partner’s career
• Nathan de Zilva - Reconsidering the Commissioner’s 

remedial power
• Matthew Burgess - Tax and estate planning in 2020: 

What has changed?
• Laura Spencer - Trusts and the franking credits trap: Can 

we fix it?
• Daniel Butler - When SMSF advice is unlawful
• Michael Norbury - Pavihi: The helpful bank teller 
• Vanessa Crosland and Teya Stoyanova - Significant global 

entities
• Katerina Peiros - Family law asset protection of a 

testamentary trust

Tax and Transfer Policy Institute
Austaxpolicy.com Blog

ATTA Member contribution(s)
• Alison Pavlovich - How NZ Tax Working Group 

Recommendations Differs From Previous Reviews? The 
Influence of the Living Standards Framework and Māori 
Principles, 16 March 2020 

• Jonathan Barrett and Kathleen Makale - The Tax Working 
Group and the Circular Economy: Context and Challenges, 
26 March 2020

Articles of Interest
• Peter Whiteford and Bruce Bradbury - When It Comes 

to Sick Leave, We’re Not Much Better Prepared for 
Coronavirus Than the US, 12 March 2020

• Matthew Scobie and Tyron Love - Māori Perspectives in 
the New Zealand Tax Working Group Report: Tikanga or 
Tokenistic Gestures?, 19 March 2020

• Peter Whiteford and Bruce Bradbury - Coronavirus 
Supplement: Your Guide to the Australian Payments That 
Will Go to the Extra Million on Welfare, 29 March 2020 

• Andrew Podger and Michael Keating - Retirement Income 
Review: Focus More on Secure Retirement Income 
Streams, and Settle the Adequacy Debate, 1 April 2020

https://theconversation.com/open-letter-to-the-prime-minister-extend-coronavirus-support-to-temporary-workers-135691
https://theconversation.com/open-letter-to-the-prime-minister-extend-coronavirus-support-to-temporary-workers-135691
https://theconversation.com/the-government-opens-a-coronavirus-super-loophole-its-legal-to-put-your-money-in-take-it-out-and-save-on-tax-135306
https://theconversation.com/the-government-opens-a-coronavirus-super-loophole-its-legal-to-put-your-money-in-take-it-out-and-save-on-tax-135306
https://theconversation.com/the-government-opens-a-coronavirus-super-loophole-its-legal-to-put-your-money-in-take-it-out-and-save-on-tax-135306
https://search.informit.org/browsePublication;py=2019;vol=54;res=IELAPA;issn=0494-8343;iss=6
https://search.informit.org/browsePublication;py=2020;vol=23;res=IELAPA;issn=1329-1203;iss=3
https://search.informit.org/browsePublication;py=2020;vol=54;res=IELAPA;issn=0494-8343;iss=7
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/how-nz-tax-working-group-recommendations-differs-from-previous-reviews-the-influence-of-the-living-standards-framework-and-maori-principles/
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/how-nz-tax-working-group-recommendations-differs-from-previous-reviews-the-influence-of-the-living-standards-framework-and-maori-principles/
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/how-nz-tax-working-group-recommendations-differs-from-previous-reviews-the-influence-of-the-living-standards-framework-and-maori-principles/
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/how-nz-tax-working-group-recommendations-differs-from-previous-reviews-the-influence-of-the-living-standards-framework-and-maori-principles/
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/the-tax-working-group-and-the-circular-economy-context-and-challenges/
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/the-tax-working-group-and-the-circular-economy-context-and-challenges/
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International

The Conversation

Articles of Interest
• Andrew Bauer - ‘Put your trust in taxes during the coronavirus 

pandemic recovery’, 5 April 2020 
• Looked at the Canadian federal government’s COVID-19 

Economic Response Plan which includes tax-related measures.

Canadian Tax Journal 
2020 | Volume 68 | Issue 1

ATTA Member contribution(s)
• Celeste M Black - The Future of Work: The Gig Economy and Pressures 

on the Tax System
• Michael Dirkis - Moving to a More “Certain” Test for Tax Residence in 

Australia: Lessons for Canada?

Other Articles
Peer reviewed articles
• Alessandro Zeli - The Evaluation of Job Tax Incentives: An Analysis of a 

Regional Tax

Policy forum
• Kevin Milligan - Editor’s Introduction—Taxes and Spending in Canada’s 

43rd Parliament
• Sean Speer - Tax Reform in Canada’s 43rd Parliament—Politics, Policy, 

and Second-Best Choices
• Rob Gillezeau and Trevor Tombe - Expenditures, Efficiency, and 

Distribution—Advice for Canada’s 43rd Parliament

Symposium
• Jinyan Li, Arjin Choi and Cameron Smith - Automation and Workers: Re-

Imagining the Income Tax for the Digital Age
• Kim Brooks - Tim Edgar: The Accidental Comparatist

Awards
• Douglas J. Sherbaniuk Distinguished Writing Award 
• Canadian Tax Foundation Regional Student-Paper Awards 
• Best Newsletter Article by a Young Practitioner Award 
• Canadian Tax Foundation Lifetime Contribution Award

Features

• David Lin - Finances of the Nation: Survey of Provincial and Territorial 
Budgets, 2019-20

• Brian Studniberg, Maressa Singh, Michael Templeton, and Joel Nitikman 
- Current Cases: (FCA) Tedesco v. Canada; (TCC) Eyeball Networks Inc. 
v. The Queen; (UKUT) (TCC) Irish Bank Resolution Corporation Ltd (in 
Special Liquidation) and Irish Nationwide Building Society v. Revenue 
and Customs

• Wayne D. Gray - Personal Tax Planning: Due Diligence Defence to 
Liability for Unpaid Statutory Remittances

• Brian R. Carr, Brittany Finn, and Ryan Wolfe - Corporate Tax Planning: 
GAAR: An Economic Test?—The Courts Divide

• Alan Macnaughton and Jinyan Li - Current Tax Reading

British Tax Review 
2020 | Issue 1

• The Editors - Memories of David Oliver 
(JDBO)

Current Notes
• Richard Asquith - The gig and sharing 

economies: millions of new entrepreneurs; 
billions in lost VAT

• Charlène Herbain - VAT: quick fixes 2020

Case Notes
• Timothy Lyons - Starbucks and Fiat Chrysler: 

is the European Commission defending 
national tax regimes? 

• Andrew Harper - Foojit Ltd v HMRC: EIS 
preference share dividends—purposive 
construction of a closely-articulated statute 

• Stuart Pibworth - N Luxembourg 1 and 
others v Skatteministeriet: beneficial 
ownership and abuse of rights under the EU 
Interest and Royalties Directive 

Articles
• Rhoda Brown and Lynne Oats - Accounting 

Profits, Tax Profits and Unitary Taxation 
(Revisited) 

• Daisy Ogembo and Vili Lehdonvirta - Taxing 
Earnings from the Platform Economy: An EU 
Digital Single Window for Income Data? 

• Gerald Montagu - Ardmore: Some 
Reflections on the “Practical Approach” 
to Identifying the Source of an Interest 
Payment 

Book Reviews
• Stephen Daly - Selectivity in State Aid 

Law and the Methods for the Allocation 
of the Corporate Tax Base (Kluwer Law 
International, 2018), by J. Monsenego 

• Christiana HJI Panayi - Transfer Pricing and 
Intangibles (Linde, 2019), by M. Lang, A. 
Storck, R. Petruzzi and R.Risse (eds) 

Please note some of the overseas publications listed may not yet be available locally. Links have been provided where possible. 

https://theconversation.com/put-your-trust-in-taxes-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic-recovery-135006
https://theconversation.com/put-your-trust-in-taxes-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic-recovery-135006
https://www.ctf.ca/CTFWEB/EN/Publications/CTJ_Contents/2020CTJ1.aspx
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14 |    TAX AND RELATED MEETINGS

Domestic
Various domestic events happening in the foreseeable future are listed below.

Annual Tax Research Symposium 

Normally organised by Griffith 
University, and held in July, will not 

run in 2020 because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

ANU/Crawford School/TTPI Events

As a precautionary measure and based 
upon advice from an ANU expert panel, 

all public and social events at ANU 
including Crawford School have been 

cancelled until the end of semester one. 
This includes events organised by the Tax 

and Transfer Policy Institute (TTPI).

2021 ATTA Conference

More information on page 2 of this 
edition of ATTA News.

The Tax Institute Law Council of Australia Australian Conference Alerts

International
Various international events happening in the foreseeable future are listed below.

5th International Taxpayer Rights 
Conference

Date: 30 September - 1 October 2020
Location: Pretoria, South Africa

Cost: USD$325 
Theme: Taxpayer Rights, Human Rights: 

Issues for Developing Countries

See the below organisations for additional international conferences and events to 
those showcased to the left.

Canadian Tax Foundation Institute for Fiscal Studies
Institute for Austrian and International 

Tax Law

International Bureau of Fiscal 
Documentation

International Fiscal Association International Tax Planning Association

International Bar Association
International Events and Law 

Conferences
Practising Law Institute

American Bar Association New York Bar Association Hieros Gamos Worldwide Law Events

https://services.anu.edu.au/news-events/precautionary-measures-for-covid-19-on-anu-campuses
https://services.anu.edu.au/news-events/precautionary-measures-for-covid-19-on-anu-campuses
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/news/event-postponements-at-crawford-school
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/news/event-postponements-at-crawford-school
https://www.taxinstitute.com.au/professional-development
https://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/events
https://conferencealerts.com/country-listing.php?page=1&ipp=All&country=Australia
https://taxpayer-rights.org/international-conference-on-taxpayer-rights-registration/
https://taxpayer-rights.org/international-conference-on-taxpayer-rights-registration/
http://www.ctf.ca/ctfweb/en
http://www1.ifs.org.uk/conferences/index.shtml
https://www.wu.ac.at/en/taxlaw/eventsmain
https://www.wu.ac.at/en/taxlaw/eventsmain
http://www.ibfd.org/portal/app?bookmarkablePage=org.ibfd.portal.presentation.TaxCourses 
http://www.ibfd.org/portal/app?bookmarkablePage=org.ibfd.portal.presentation.TaxCourses 
http://www.ifa.nl/pages/default.aspx
http://www.itpa.org/meetings.html
https://www.ibanet.org/Conferences/conferences_home.aspx
http://internationaleventsandlawconferences.yolasite.com
http://internationaleventsandlawconferences.yolasite.com
http://www.pli.edu/
https://www.americanbar.org/events-cle/
http://www.nysba.org/
http://www.hg.org/legal-events.asp
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15 |   QUOTABLE QUOTES

“Employees across the country are now working from home as the coronavirus pandemic rages on – 
but it could have serious implications at tax time.

Spending the work day at home instead of the office will be leaving many of us out of pocket, as we 
rely on home and mobile phones for work calls, use our own power and rack up other work-related 
expenses.

The good news is, you can claim a deduction at tax time – but it also comes with an important 
warning.

An ATO spokeswoman told news.com.au it was an unprecedented situation for many. “The ATO 
understands that family and community are most important right now, and that in response to 
COVID-19, many people may be working from home for the first time,” the spokeswoman said.

“In you are an employee who is working from home, you may be able to claim a deduction for 
expenses relating to that work.”

This may include deductions for the work-related portion of running expenses, such as lighting, 
cleaning, heating and cooling costs, as well as p hone and internet expenses.

To claim, you will need to have paid for those costs yourself – and not been reimbursed by your 
employer – and have records to support your claims.”

Alexis Carey
Read more here: News.com.au

“Tax reform including a GST increase and higher land tax will be needed to avoid the debt burden 
of the $214bn Covid-19 economic response falling on young people, an academic tax expert has 
warned.

Prof Robert Breunig, who leads the Australian National University’s tax and transfer policy institute, 
has warned Australia’s overreliance on income and corporations tax will see the bill “fall very heavily 
on the future incomes of young people, which will now be lower as a consequence of the pandemic”. 
[...]

But Breunig said Australia’s tax system was “antiquated and not well set up to encourage growth 
in the economy” because it relies on company and income tax which “have a negative impact on 
growth”.

Breunig told Guardian Australia the tax system has “generated inequality between young people” 
– who pay income tax and GST – and older people who have experienced “a huge run-up in their 
wealth” from buying houses and benefit from “tax-free income from their superannuation”.

Fiscal stimulus and lower interest rates to combat economic crises “pump money into the economy” 
in a way that drives up asset prices such as shares and real estate, exacerbating wealth inequality.

Breunig supports increasing the GST because it “has the extra benefit of taxing people’s accumulated 
wealth as they spend it”.

“We should also switch from stamp duty to land tax to better capture the value of increased asset 
prices and make it easier for people to buy and sell houses,” he said.

“Another option is to include owner-occupied housing in the asset test for the age pension and 
introduce a government-run reverse-mortgage program to help people to spend their assets while 
alive.”

Asked about the stage two and three income tax cuts, legislated in mid-2019 after the re-election 
of the Morrison government, Breunig warned the government “may have to delay them if it can’t 
replace the revenue from other sources”.”

Paul Karp
Read more here: The Guardian website

“It was a far cry from the 
days when the young 
Renoir munched the 

sweets tossed down by 
Queen Amelie in the 

courtyard of the Louvre 
to the days when his son 
sat at the wheel of a car, 
speeding along the roads 

of southern France. By the 
time my father died the 
industrial revolution was 
an established fact. Man 

had begun to believe that 
he could carry out this first 
serious attempt to escape 

from God’s Curse. The 
children of Adam were 
going to force the gates 
of the Garden of Eden, 

and science would enable 
them to earn their bread 
without toiling by their 

brow.”

Source: Renoir, Jean 
Renoir, my father, The 

Reprint Society, London, 
1964, by arrangement 

with Wm. Collins Sons & 
Co. Ltd., London, 1962., 

pg 25

https://www.news.com.au/finance/money/tax/coronavirus-australia-virus-sparks-scary-tax-return-warning/news-story/096969a73fa5b916496e2aef2bc21eea
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/apr/14/australia-will-need-to-raise-gst-to-pay-coronavirus-debt-tax-expert-says

