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1 Presidential column 
 
Hello and welcome to the February ATTA Newsletter.  A particular welcome to those who 
are receiving the newsletter for the first time.  Our ATTA Newsletter Editor, Colin Fong, tells 
me that the newsletter now goes out to over 600 recipients. 
    
It was lovely to see many of you at the ATTA conference in Tasmania a few weeks ago.  
And, of course, thanks are due to John McLaren, John Minas and their team for organising a 
great combination of engaging presentations and fun social functions.  Thanks to all our 
keynote speakers and presenters for your contribution to a successful conference. We did not 
have an official photographer at the conference this year so if anyone has photos from the 
conference that they are happy to share, please send these to me (lisa.marriott@vuw.ac.nz) 
and we will make these available on the ATTA website.  
  
The tribute to our co-Patron Associate Professor Cynthia Coleman (on her official retirement 
from her role at ATTA) took place at the conference dinner.  The heartfelt tribute was given 
by Professor Michael Walpole and is repeated at item [3] below for those of you who were 
not able to attend the conference.  
 
While speaking of those who were not at the conference, we recognise that several of our 
long-standing ATTA community were not able to attend the conference for a range of 
personal reasons. Your presence was missed and we hope to see you at a future ATTA/tax 
event again before too long.    
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There are a number of achievements and awards from the conference that I would like to 
highlight: 

• An ATTA Hill Medal was awarded to Professor Brett Freudenberg for his significant 
contribution to tax teaching. 

• The Patron’s Award for Judicial Engagement was awarded to Professor Craig Elliffe 
for his article published in the New Zealand Universities Law Review: Interpreting 
International Tax Agreements: Alsatia in New Zealand? 

• Conference prizes were awarded to: 
o Amna Tariq Shah (Swinburne University) for the Best PhD Paper 
o Saré Pienaar (University of Pretoria) for the Best PhD Presentation 
o Dr Jonathan Barrett (Victoria University of Wellington) for the Best Research 

Paper 
o Dr Rob Whait (University of South Australia) and me (Victoria University of 

Wellington) for the Best Research Paper 

If you would like to submit an article to the 2020 edition of the Journal of the Australasian 
Tax Teachers’ Association (JATTA) please note that articles will need to be submitted by 29 
May 2020.  Please send your article to john.mclaren@utas.edu.au before that date. Early 
submissions are welcome.  
 
All the best, 
Lisa 
Lisa Marriott 
President – ATTA 
 
 
2 President’s Report 
 
It has been a great privilege to be in this role over the past year. Being in this role has made 
me very aware of the multiple support teams and individuals that keep this organisation as 
strong and as well connected as it is. Therefore, I would like to start by thanking some of the 
people that go to great lengths to keep us connected and administratively organised as an 
organisation.   
 
First – enormous thanks to Colin Fong, who as editor of the ATTA Newsletter does so much 
behind the scenes to make sure we are kept up to date with what everyone is doing.  Colin 
often tells me about things that happen in NZ before I know about it – so he really is not only 
well connected, but willing to use those connections for the benefit of all of us.      
 
Second – to the ATTA Executive – and particular thanks to Brett Bondfield.  All the 
Executive team put in a great effort, but the lions share often falls to Brett because of his 
significant institutional knowledge.  Again, it’s one of those roles where you don’t see the 
work that goes on behind the scenes – and I know Brett often puts aside much of his Sundays 
to make sure that ATTA tasks get done.   
 
Third – thank you to the conference organisers for this conference.  One of the great skills of 
conference organisation is in making a conference look like it has been effortless to organise.  
We have benefited from some great Keynote speakers this year: Professor Henry Lischer, Dr 
Keith Kendall, Karen Payne, Scott Treatt and our Patron, Justice Pagone.  I would also like to 
extend our gratitude to our sponsors.  The conference benefits greatly from their presence and 
their financial assistance: Oxford University Press, ThomsonReuters, Wiley and UniSuper.   
 
Thanks also to Annette Morgan, Donovan Castelyn, Helen Hodgson and their team for the 
publication of a great edition of JATTA this year.   
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I would also like to thank Maree Magafas from UNSW who helps every month with 
publishing the Newsletter – as well as many other things during the year, such as making sure 
we all have access to the photos after the conference.  
We have introduced some new initiatives during the year – and continued some of the 
ongoing ones, including: 

o Introducing the inaugural Patron’s prize for engagement with the judiciary 
– awarded to Craig Elliffe from Auckland University.  

o Advancing Women in Tax Academia Scholarship – to assist in attendance and 
presentation at this conference.  This was awarded during the year to Christine 
Peacock from Federation University.  

o The ATTA Hill Medal, which was awarded to Brett Freudenberg for 
outstanding contributions to tax teaching 

o Introduction of the Women in Tax breakfast initiative – organised by 
Bronwyn McCredie.   

o Ongoing support for OUP ATTA Doctoral Series. OUP agreed to provide 
ongoing financial support for the OUP ATTA Doctorial Series. However, the 
panel decided not to make an award this year.  

I look forward to another great year for ATTA in 2020.  
 
Lisa Marriott 
 
 
3 Tribute to Cynthia Coleman  
 
I have been asked to say a few brief words tonight to recognise the fact that our Patron - 
Professor Cynthia Coleman - has indicated that she will be retiring from the role of Patron.   
My friendship with Cynthia is one of the examples of extraordinary luck that I have had in 
life.  Soon after I arrived in Australia in 1994, I attended a CCH conference about computers 
and the teaching of law.  There I met Cynthia – that was the lucky bit.  What we learned there 
was soon obsolete – this partly explains the dubiousness with which I, and I know Cynthia, 
regard computer technology.  But, it was my great good fortune that Cynthia Coleman 
befriended me and the benefits of that have been more enduring.   
 
Hers has been a wonderful enriching friendship for me.  At the time Cynthia was the most 
senior female tax academic in Australia.  In terms of tax aristocracy, I had struck very lucky 
indeed.  She had a successful textbook, co-authored with Geoff Lehmann – who was another 
tax “legend”.  She was widely known as an excellent and passionate tax teacher with Geoffrey 
Hart and they had built a rigorous highly regarded undergraduate tax program at the 
University of Sydney.  Scores of senior tax partners started their tax career in her class.   
Cynthia was going to go on to achieve many great things.  Not least the ATTA Medal, 
membership of the inaugural Tax Practitioners Board, as well as an Associate Professorship, 
running the Tax Administration Course on the Masters course at Sydney University, and (of 
course) editing Australian Tax Forum where I came to see just what a huge contribution she 
had made.   
 
She also became one of our ATTA Patrons.  All this while she and her husband Richard 
raised their two wonderful daughters – whom I regard as two of the finest young women I 
know.   
 
For me, one of the things that stood out was Cynthia’s readiness to befriend and encourage 
and support a new academic like me – who knew no one.  For those of us who have 
experienced it, she has been a guide, a sounding board, a confidante.   



 

 
 

It was this warm and welcoming disposition and her remembering what it was like to be just 
starting out that has made her such an excellent Patron to ATTA.  In that role she has 
encouraged scores of us and in her many low-key ways kept us true to the passion for our 
work and our standards.   
 
If we do not individually show how much we care about the tax discipline that we both teach 
and are also custodians of – then what hope is there of lighting the flame in the next 
generation?    
 
So, it is a tremendous honour for me to say tonight on your behalf “thank you Cynthia” for 
your support of all of us in ATTA.  Thank you for the guidance, the personal references, the 
support to our Presidents and Committees over the years. And thank you for caring – because 
you always remind us that what we do is actually important.   
 
Michael Walpole 
 
 
4 ATTA Women in Tax Breakfast  
 
Without any doubt I am very pleased I attended the ‘Women in Tax Breakfast’. Everyone was 
so welcoming. I left the breakfast feeling I have made a couple of long-term friends. The 
event was really worthwhile professionally. All three of the keynote speakers – Cynthia 
Coleman, Catriona Lavermicocca, and Lisa Marriott – were absolutely fabulous. They were 
very open about their own experiences as tax academics. Their genuine-ness (if that’s a word) 
encouraged other women in the room to share their stories. The result was a great discussion. 
I have already implemented one of Cynthia’s pieces of advice. It worked! I am new to 
academia and the whole event reassured me that becoming a tax academic was the right 
choice. Where else, but ATTA's breakfast, would I find so many brilliant, beautiful, caring 
and strong women – fascinated by tax – in place at 8 am? I am looking forward to attending 
our next event and seeing the network growing. 
 
Victoria Plekhanova 
Massey University  

******* 
 
Thursday morning at the recent ATTA conference in Hobart featured the Women in Tax 
(WIT) breakfast.  Planned by Senior Lecturer Bronwyn McCredie from Queensland 
University of Technology, the program posed the question “Where are all the women in tax?” 
and included a panel discussion with three senior tax academics: Associate Professor Cynthia 
Coleman (patron of ATTA) from the University of Sydney; Associate Professor Catriona 
Lavermicocca from Macquarie University; and Professor Lisa Marriott (ATTA Chair) from 
Victoria University of Wellington. 
 
The program was well attended, however, with a significant lack of Y chromosomes.  
McCredie noted at the outset that men were invited and welcomed, but somehow none of 
them made it into the room. The program opened with a discussion of a recent paper by Ann 
O’Connell (Melbourne University).  In the paper,1 entitled “Where are all the women in tax?,” 
O’Connell noted that although the numbers of women studying tax at university are virtually 
equal to those of men, women are not well represented at senior levels in the profession.  She 
examined two potential causes for the disparity: 1) women choose not to be promoted for a 
variety of reasons; or 2) elements of unconscious bias work against women reaching senior 
positions. The disparity is concerning for both equity and efficiency reasons, but also may be 
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harming the profession as a whole by limiting the unique contribution of women, who have 
special skills in decision-making.  
 
Women in the United States have made contributions to this vein of scholarship as well.  
Temple University law professor Alice Abreu recently wrote an article posing the question 
“why is the tax bar so white?,” which address the lack of diversity at senior levels in the tax 
profession in the United States.2  Writing in the wake of the 1986 Tax Reform Act, which 
significantly reduced tax progressivity in the United States, Tulane University law professor 
Marjorie Kornhauser described the importance of including a woman’s perspective on tax 
policy, opining that a progressive tax structure reflects a feminine vision of caring for others.3 
 
Kornhauser’s description of the feminine character as a “carer” is reflected in the first 
potential cause for the lack of women at senior levels in the tax profession—women tend to 
take primary responsibility for raising children and caring for elders.  These responsibilities 
may result in women taking “breaks” in their career trajectory or choosing to forgo applying 
for more senior position.  
 
McCredie posed a series of questions to the panel for discussion.4 For this post, I will focus 
on the most interesting one from my perspective: “how do you think you beat the odds?” 
Coleman noted that she had experienced the challenges of raising children while developing 
her academic career.  She emphasized the importance of life balance, as well as persistence.  
Indeed, persistence was a common theme among the panelists. Lavermicocca credited her 
success to her practice of saying “yes” to opportunities. Interestingly, she said that her 
university had recently changed the review process for academics, allowing the service 
component of the review to replace some of the scholarship component.  This encouraged her 
to take on a more significant service role as an associate dean.   
 
Marriott, our ATTA chair, is obviously no stranger to service, and her scholarly production is 
also impressive.  She was promoted to full professor only eight years after getting her PhD. 
Marriott confessed that she is an introvert (who would have known!) and one of her secrets 
for success is seeking opportunities outside of her comfort zone.  
 
The panelists and the audience also discussed mentorship and self-promotion.  I learned the 
difference between mentorship and sponsorship, which I had never considered before.  
Mentorship is about support in the workplace. Sponsorship is about advocating on behalf of a 
junior colleague when advancement decisions are being made. Women tend to get over-
mentored and under-sponsored compared with their male peers. There is no reason why a 
mentor could not also be a sponsor, but as a senior academic myself, I will certainly 
remember the distinction and plan to be a sponsor of my junior colleagues. 
 
Women tend to be less comfortable with self-promotion than their male peers. Self-promotion 
is an important skill to learn. The panel explored some methods for self-promotion, including 

 
2 Alice G. Abreu & Richard K. Greenstein, Rebranding Tax/Increasing Diversity, 96 Denv. L. Rev. 1 
(2018).  
3 The Rhetoric of the Anti-Progressive Tax Movement: A Typical Male Reaction, 86 Mich L. Rev. 465 
(1987).  
4 Why do you think there are so few women in tax? 
How do you think you beat the odds? 
How did/do you sell/market yourself? 
What do you believe is your academic or personal brand? How would you describe yourself? 
Did you intentionally create your academic brand? If so, how? And if not how did it develop? 
Have you used any specific tools to develop your brand?  
Did you use any platforms to promote yourself? (e.g. Twitter, LinkedIn, Eprints, University Webpage, 
google Scholar, Publons, ResearchGate, The Conversation, Austaxpolicy blog)? 
 



 

 
 

blogs, Linkedin, Facebook and Twitter.  In addition, networking can provide both mentorship 
and self-promotion.  The ATTA Advancing Women in Tax Scholarship provides funding to 
assist new, female tax academics to attend and present at ATTA conferences, which provide 
excellent networking opportunities.  
 
In conclusion, the best way to bring more women into the senior ranks of the tax profession is 
to change the culture.  We should strive to find value in the diverse contributions of all our 
community members.  The conversation will continue, with thanks to the organizer, the 
panelists, and all the participating audience members.  We hope to have some men join us 
next year!  
 
Roberta Mann 
Mr & Mrs LL Stewart Professor of Business Law 
University of Oregon 

******* 
 

The opportunity to form valuable, supportive networks at ATTA conferences with tax 
colleagues from different institutions has always been a source of positive encouragement. 
The Women in Tax breakfast organised by Bronwyn McCredie was an opportunity to more 
intimately be encouraged by a smaller group of colleagues. Fifteen years ago when I first 
became a full time academic I don’t think I would have realised the importance of such an 
initiative. I may have found such an idea discriminatory against men. However, the fact that 
there are comparatively few women in senior tax roles suggests that this is an issue worth 
discussing, and that women in tax should be encouraged.  
 
A panel comprising of Cynthia Coleman, Catriona Lavermicocca and Lisa Marriott were 
interviewed on why they got into tax, what their brand is, and their advice for young 
academics. Cynthia’s advice, “roll with the punches. You’re always going to get knock backs. 
Have confidence in yourself” was particularly encouraging. The ATTA community is full of 
people with amazing talent and potential, irrespective of their gender and individual 
circumstances. I applaud this opportunity to positively encourage women to achieve their 
best, and regard myself fortunate to have benefited from this breakfast, as well as ATTA’s 
Promoting Women in Tax Scholarship (implemented and administered by Professors Fiona 
Martin and Lisa Marriott). 
 
Christine Peacock 
Federation University Australia 
 
 
5 ATTA’s 33rd Annual Conference  
 
The 33 Annual ATTA conference will be hosted by the UC Business School at the University 
of Canterbury from 20 to 22 January 2021 in Christchurch, New Zealand.  It will be held at 
Rydges Latimer in the Christchurch CBD, rather than at the University of Canterbury (UC).  
Bookings for a limited number of discounted rooms can be made direct to Rydges Latimer at: 
https://www.rydges.com/private-page/australasian-tax-teachers-association/ 
 
The welcome reception will be held at the International Antarctic Centre near Christchurch 
International Airport, with the conference dinner at the Great Hall at the Arts Centre in the 
CBD (part of UC’s campus before it moved out of the city during the 1960-70s).  A farewell 
BBQ will be held at Rydges Latimer at the conclusion of the conference.  
 
The theme is: The Future of Tax: More than Just Politics? 
 



 

 
 

More details will follow over the coming months. 
 
Adrian Sawyer  
 
 
6 ATTA Conference 2020 first timers’ views      
 
The 32nd ATTA Conference, held in January 2020 and hosted by the University of Tasmania 
at the Old Woolstore Hotel in Hobart, was my first ATTA conference. 
 
Having never attended an ATTA conference previously, I had some anticipatory trepidation 
about attending the event, however I was pleasantly surprised at the warm welcome I received 
from the numerous tax academics, research students and professionals in attendance. It was 
immediately apparent from my engagement with other attendees that there was a spirit of 
collaboration and collegiality that existed amongst all the delegates, particularly the senior tax 
academics and professionals. Two very notable experiences which stood out for me: 
 
Networking opportunities 
 
There were a few familiar faces at the event who were great to see – my fellow academics 
from the Monash Business School. 
 
However, what I was particularly grateful for was meeting a wonderful network of so many 
gifted and hard working professionals who were well-informed, supportive and generous with 
their knowledge and advice. Thank you! 
 
As a very new female tax academic, I was truly inspired by the Women in Taxation breakfast 
event. It was a wonderful experience to learn from the esteemed female tax academics who so 
candidly presented their stories and experiences. I also really enjoyed a very well organised 
conference dinner held at the beautiful Glen Albyn Estate.  
 
Technical expertise 
 
The presentations by keynote speakers, PhD research students and delegates were remarkable. 
The level of technical expertise, reflecting a wealth of knowledge and hard work amongst the 
tax fraternity in attendance, really inspired me to consider a diversity of taxation issues more 
broadly and gave me numerous avenues for future research and study.  
 
ATTA certainly exceeded my expectations. Thank you ATTA for the wonderful opportunity 
to network with many tax academics and professionals, and for providing an informative and 
educational experience. I am looking forward to 33rd ATTA conference 2021 hosted by the 
University of Canterbury in Christchurch, New Zealand. 
 
Swapna Verma 
Monash University 
 

******* 
 
I attended and presented a paper at the ATTA Conference 2020 in Hobart. Though this is not 
my first time attending ATTA conferences, I was thrilled to see familiar faces and to make 
new friends during the conference. I was particularly impressed by the excellent organisation 
of the conference and by high quality presentations that skilfully incorporated technical 
analysis with deep policy insights. It was truly exciting for me to meet and communicate with 
so many talented tax people in the conference. A return is certainly a must.   
 



 

 
 

Yan Xu 
UNSW Sydney 
 

 
 
Left to right: Chris Wallis, Ken Devos, Ali Yousefi & Colin Fong at the Welcome Cocktails, 
the Henry Jones Art Hotel, Hobart on 22 January 2020. Photo courtesy of Ali Yousefi. 
 

******* 
 

Confession: I’m not a teacher of tax, not even a tax accountant.  So how did I manage to 
break into this collegial group of taxperts?  I’m an environmental and social accountant and it 
seems, in this environmental crisis, are worlds are colliding now more than ever.  My two tax 
colleagues and myself are writing a paper on how taxation can support a more circular 
economy and your conference was the ideal setting to have our proposal heard:  thank you! 
 
This was my first ATTA conference, not my last.  My first impression: one of hope.  I was 
lucky enough to time-keep for one of the first sessions and I soon realised we were not alone 
in thinking tax could play a major role a more sustainable future. The juxtapose of potential 
solutions to climate change against the devastating and unprecedented bushfires was not 
unnoticed. 
 
Something else I’ve learned about tax teachers is that they know how to dine well.  What a 
beautiful dinner venue, with delicious food and wine! Thank you, John McLaren and John 
Minas – well done!! 
 
Terese Fiedler 
University of Tasmania 

******* 
 
ATTA’s 2020 Hobart Conference was my first ATTA conference.  At the urging of my PhD 
supervisor Associate Professor Antony Ting, who believed it would be a beneficial 
experience, I signed on for my first conference.  My initial motivation for attending the 
conference was to present my PhD research to date and to obtain feedback from experienced 



 

 
 

tax academics.  I was not disappointed as I received a number of questions and comments 
(from the floor and through one to one interaction) which I have taken on board and which 
will potentially enhance my research. It was illuminating to me to learn of the incidence and 
wide-ranging tax research being undertaken by other PhD researchers in Australasia (and 
South Africa).  Listening to other PhD presenters’ journeys, research areas and preliminary 
findings was interesting and instructive.  The discussion on methodology and method was an 
important one especially with greater emphasis being, appropriately, given to this element of 
PhD theses.  The PhD presentation session of ATTA conferences is certainly a worthwhile 
and rewarding experience from a presenter’s perspective and hopefully of interest to 
participants through their provision of helpful feedback and learning of the diverse tax 
research being undertaken in Australasia. 
 
The quality and diversity of papers delivered (and written) at the conference was excellent 
with thought-provoking and interesting topics.  There seemed to be at least one subject area at 
each session which was of interest to me.  The location city (its food, wine and geographical 
setting) certainly enhanced the conference and was a welcome alternative to the heat and fires 
elsewhere in Australia at the time. 
 
Peter Stinson 
University of Sydney 
 
 
7 Patron’s Award for Judicial Engagement  
 
In 2019, the Hon Tony Pagone, former judge of the Federal Court and Patron of ATTA, 
introduced the ATTA Patron’s Award for ATTA members. The award is for tax academic 
engagement with the judiciary. The aim of the award is to draw attention, both to members of 
the academy and members of the judiciary, to the importance of continuing dialogue between 
the two.   
 
The inaugural award was announced at the 2020 conference in Tasmania. The recipient was 
Professor Craig Elliffe from the University of Auckland, for his article published in the New 
Zealand Universities Law Review titled Interpreting International Tax Agreements: Alsatia in 
New Zealand? 
 
Lisa Marriott 
 
 
8 Arrivals, departures and honours 
 
Dr Keith Kendall was appointed to a full time as a member of the federal Administrative 
Appeals Tribunal for a five year period effective from 25 February 2019. Keith is cross-listed 
on both the Migration and Refugee Division and the General and Other Division (hearing tax, 
small business tax and tax agent matters on the latter). 
 

*********** 
 

Swapna Verma is currently a lecturer in the Department of Business Law and Taxation at the 
Monash Business School, Monash University. Prior to her appointment, Swapna joined the 
Monash Business School as a teaching associate and assistant lecturer. Her primary areas of 
teaching are in taxation law and business taxation. 
 
Swapna holds a Bachelor of Science (Psychology), Bachelor of Laws and Master of Laws 
(Taxation) from University of New South Wales. She is also admitted to practice as a solicitor 
of the Supreme Court of New South Wales. 



 

 
 

 
Prior to joining Monash University, Swapna practiced as a taxation lawyer and consultant at 
PwC, Sydney and Melbourne, working in corporate tax, tax controversy and the tax technical 
knowledge centre (TTKC). She also practiced as a commercial lawyer in a number of highly 
regarded corporate law firms in Sydney. 
 
Swapna is particularly interested in research studies relating to taxation reform, tax policy, tax 
administration and anti-avoidance. 
 

*********** 
 
John Tretola since leaving Adelaide University he has been a sessional tutor and lecturer at 
Adelaide, Flinders and Federation Universities part-time teaching mostly in tax but also in 
commercial and international business law.  John has also now completed and submitted his 
PhD thesis on 'towards a gold standard of a general anti-avoidance rule' and this would not 
have been possible without the wonderful support and guidance of Professor Julie Cassidy 
who became one of his supervisors in the year or so before completion. At the end of January 
2020 he accepted a permanent teaching position in the Business School at Notre Dame 
University in Sydney and he is looking forward to teaching business law and accounting this 
semester. 

*********** 
 

Yan Xu is Scientia Fellow and Associate Professor in the School of Taxation and Business 
Law at UNSW. Prior to joining the School in September 2019, she was an Associate 
Professor in the Faculty of Law at the Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK), where she 
taught and researched tax law for seven years (2012-19). She was awarded Fulbright Senior 
Research Scholar 2014-15 by the United States Government of State and Hong Kong 
Research Grants Council and invited as a Visiting Fellow at Columbia Law School in 2014-
15 to conduct a research project on tax reform, the rule of law and representative government. 
She has held a number of international academic scholarships at international institutions 
including the University of Cambridge, New York University, the University of Melbourne 
and UNSW.  She has published in a range of international journals, presented papers at high-
level international and regional conferences, made presentations on invitation from prominent 
international bodies, including the Australian Commonwealth Treasury, and is often invited to 
act as referee for highly-ranked law journals and academic books. Most recently, she was 
invited as a panellist at the International Fiscal Association (IFA) Annual Congress 2017 
seminar series on international indirect taxation. Her research interests include comparative 
tax law and policy, international taxation, history of tax law and environment taxation. 
 

*********** 
 

Peter Stinson’s working life has been spent at large law and accounting firms predominantly 
in advising in the areas of corporate taxation, international tax (taxation of non-residents and 
foreign source income of residents including tax treaty interactions, withholding taxes), 
taxation of trusts and partnerships and taxation of consolidated groups. Having completed 
undergraduate commerce and law degrees (UNSW), Peter also completed a Master of Laws 
(University of Sydney) in taxation and company law subjects.  His research interests are in 
trusts, partnerships, treaties, international taxation (CFCs and treaties), statutory interpretation 
and taxation of consolidated groups. Peter’s current PhD research brings together his interests 
in trusts, partnerships and the taxation of consolidated groups. 
 

*********** 
 
Donovan Castelyn from Curtin University and Curtin Tax Clinic was nominated as a finalist 
for the Tax Institute Emerging Tax Star award, which is given to a developing tax 



 

 
 

professional who has demonstrated commitment and passion in building their tax career. The 
winners of The Tax Adviser of Year Awards 2020 will be announced at The Tax Summit 
Gala Dinner at the International Convention Centre (ICC), Sydney on Thursday, 12 March 
2020.  
 

 
9 ATTA people in the media 
 
Collins, Richard 
‘SCG spectators forced to witness another dull dead-rubber’, news.com.au 6 January 2020 
video accompanying this story. 
Photo of RC at Sydney Morning Herald 6 January 2020 page 1 and pages 14-15. RC reports 
this is their 11th year of dressing up. 
 
Kenny, Paul  
Blurred photo of PK at Sydney Morning Herald 6 January 2020 pages 14-15 
 
Walpole, Michael  
At the Jane McGrath Day, Sydney Cricket Ground wearing pink, News.com.au 6 January 
2020 
 
 
10 Tax Special Interest Group at AFAANZ Conference 
 
I am writing to inform you of a new Special Interest Group (SIG) that we are developing and 
expect to host at the next Accounting and Finance Association of Australia and New Zealand 
(AFAANZ) conference, the Tax SIG. The Tax SIG is tasked with developing a supportive and 
productive environment for tax academics in Australia and New Zealand who are engaged in, 
or wish to engage in tax research and/or teaching. The Tax SIG will aim to encourage 
research and education in tax and foster relationships with industry to improve and 
contemporise academic contributions. This will be achieved through keynote presentations 
from leading tax academics and practitioners, panel sessions, research presentations and 
networking opportunities. Members may include those with interests in all areas of taxation 
including: 
 tax policy; 
 tax compliance and morale; 
 taxation of individuals;  
 taxation of structures; 
 international tax; 
 capital gains tax; 
 taxation of superannuation; and 
 indirect taxes. 
  
As we are planning to host the inaugural Tax SIG at the AFAANZ Conference in Melbourne 
in 2020, I would appreciate your kind cooperation and help in recruiting twenty interested 
participants (who are also members of AFAANZ) to establish a quorum. To register your 
interest, or to obtain any additional information, please contact the SIG organiser at: 
bronwyn.mccredie@qut.edu.au. 
  
I look forward to working with you to establish this valuable group and resource. 
  
Thank you and kind regards, 
 



 

 
 

 
 
Bronwyn McCredie 
 
 
11 New Zealand developments 
 
In this edition of ATTA News, we look at the 2019 legislative developments and case that the 
Inland Revenue Department considered particularly noteworthy.  
 
Short-process rulings  
Taxpayers can now apply for a short-process ruling. This is a quicker and less expensive way 
to get a binding ruling than a private ruling. See ird.govt.nz/SPR  
 
Ring-fencing rental losses  
New rules came into effect from the start of the 2019-2020 income year. Taxpayers will no 
longer be able to reduce their tax liability by offsetting residential rental property deductions 
against their other income. See ird.govt.nz/ring-fencing  
 
Research and Development Tax Incentive  
The Research and Development Tax Incentive is available for the 2019-2020 income year and 
features a 15% tax credit on up to $120 million of eligible expenditure. See ird.govt.nz/rd-tax-
incentive    
 
KiwiSaver changes  
KiwiSaver members can now contribute at the new rates of 6% or 10%. See 
ird.govt.nz/kiwisaver-individuals   
 
Significant cases in 2019 
 
[2019] NZTRA 5 
 
The Taxation Review Authority followed the principles established by the Supreme Court in 
Ben Nevis Forestry Ventures Ltd v CIR, notably on the fiction or the ‘artifice or contrivance’ 
involved in using related trusts to create interest deductions. The decision also reaffirms the 
onus borne by the taxpayer in tax challenges to present to the forum documentary evidence 
proving assessments are wrong and by how much. 
 
Hong v CIR [2019] NZCA 336 
 
Hong was a barrister sole who set a fund he called his ‘Benevolence on the Conscience Loan 
Fund’ to lend money to clients experiencing financial difficulties. Two loans went unpaid and 
Hong treated them as bad debts and claimed deductions. He argued he was in the business of 
dealing in or holding financial arrangements and that he had physically written off the debts 
as bad. The Commissioner disputed these claims. 
 



 

 
 

In its first decision on the application of section DB 31 of the Income Tax Act 2007 (NZ),  
which relates to bad debts, the Court of Appeal found in favour of the Commissioner. The 
court approved the approach taken by lower courts in earlier cases, notably the business test 
established in Grieve v Commissioner of Inland Revenue [1984] 1 NZLR 101. It is also the 
first time the Court of Appeal has considered the application of s 141A of the Tax 
Administration Act 1994 (NZ) which relates to failing to take reasonable care. 
 
Mercury NZ Ltd v CIR [2019] NZHC 1524 
 
Mercury challenged the Commissioner’s decision that the turbine halls at two of its 
geothermal power stations were buildings and therefore subject to a depreciation rate of 0%. 
Mercury argued that the turbine halls should be treated as part of the gantry cranes within the 
turbine halls, and therefore depreciable at a rate of 9.6%. 
In its first decision on the meaning of ‘building’ for depreciation purposes, since new rules 
were introduced in 1993, the High Court found in favour of the Commissioner.  
 
CIR v Commercial Management Ltd [2019] NZCA 479 
 
Section 329 of the Companies Act 1993 (NZ) empowers the High Court to order a removed 
company be restored to the New Zealand register for any reason that is just and equitable. 
Unlike the previous legislation that included a 20 year cut off period, the current Act has no 
specified limitation period. 
The High Court permitted Commercial Management Ltd (‘CML’) to restore five group 
companies to the register – one as late as 25 years after removal. CML’s sole purpose in 
seeking restoration was to gain GST advantages. The Court of Appeal agreed with the 
Commissioner’s objection that it was not just and equitable for the companies to be restored 
with the sole purpose of pursuing a GST claim though a contrived corporate arrangement.    
 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints Trust Board and Coward v CIR [2019] 
NZHC 52 
 
Young members of the church commonly apply to conduct missionary work overseas. 
Churches members in the relevant foreign countries sponsor the New Zealand missionaries, 
and New Zealand church members sponsor foreign missionaries conducting work in New 
Zealand. For example, if Anna from New Zealand wishes to do missionary work in Samoa, 
she or more likely her relatives will ‘donate’ money to fund Sione from Samoa to work in 
New Zealand. These payments are typically claimed as tax credits for charitable or other 
public benefit gifts under section LD 1 of the Income Tax Act 2007 (NZ).    
 
The Commissioner rejected claims for a credit, arguing that the payments were not gratuitous 
– they represented a quid quo pro for young New Zealand missionaries being funded in their 
overseas work.  
The High Court agreed that potential missionaries, their parents, guardians and grandparents 
gained a direct benefit from funding foreign missionaries and so their payments were not 
gifts. However, benefits accruing to other relatives, friends and other church members were 
sufficiently indirect so as to be considered gifts.             
 
Jonathan Barrett 
 
 
12 Recent Australian tax cases 
 
The following cases are from the last month or more of Australian cases on tax and related 
matters, with the catchwords taken from the ATO <http://www.ato.gov.au>, AustLII 
<http://www.austlii.edu.au>, Federal Court <http://www.fedcourt.gov.au>, Victorian Bar Tax 

http://www.ato.gov.au/


 

 
 

Bar Association <https://www.vicbar.com.au/public/bar-associations/tax/association-news>, 
NSW CaseLaw <http://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au> websites and BarNet Jade alerts.  
 
Federal Court of Australia 
 
Deputy Commissioner of Taxation v Cutili Invest 88 Pty Ltd [2020] FCA 47, Stewart J, 4 
February 2020: 
Taxation - application for summary judgment against respondents on tax debts - application 
allowed  
Practice and procedure - freezing orders made "until further order" - whether freezing orders 
will continue once judgment on the claimed debts has been made - the freezing orders do not 
expire upon summary judgment - freezing orders expressly continued for the avoidance of 
doubt 
The court orders that: 
1 Pursuant to section 31A of the Federal Court of Australia Act 1976 and rule 26.01 of the 
Federal Court Rules 2011, there be summary judgment for the applicant against the 
respondent in the sum of $1,079,578.78. 
2 The respondent pay the applicant’s costs of this proceeding as agreed or taxed. 
3 Upon the applicant continuing the undertakings given in Schedule A to the Penal Notice 
comprising Annexure A to the Orders made on 16 August 2019, the Orders in the Penal 
Notice addressed to the respondent at Annexure A to these Orders have effect. 
4 The proceeding be listed for case management on 7 May 2020 at 9.30AM. 
https://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/single/2020/2020fca0047 
 
Administrative Appeals Tribunal 
 
ACN 154 520 199 Pty Ltd (in liq) v Federal Commissioner of Taxation [2019] AATA 5981, 
Deputy President Bernard J McCabe and Ms G Lazanas, Senior Member, 20 December 2019 
Taxation – GST – input tax credits – gold industry – creditable acquisition – whether 
applicant made first supply of that precious metal after its refining – meaning of precious 
metal – meaning of refining – whether ordinary or trade meaning – interpretation of word in 
statutory context – general anti-avoidance provisions – whether taxpayer engaged in scheme – 
whether taxpayer obtained a GST benefit – whether an entity that entered into or carried out 
the scheme or part of the scheme did so with the sole or dominant purpose of the taxpayer 
getting a GST benefit from the scheme – whether the principal effect of the scheme or of part 
of the scheme is that the taxpayer gets the GST benefit from the scheme – round robin 
arrangement – objection decision regarding assessments of net amount of GST affirmed 
Taxation – Administration – administrative penalty – recklessness – failure to take reasonable 
care – objection decision regarding rates of penalty and decision not to remit penalty affirmed 
Conclusion 
294.The Commissioner’s decisions in respect of the objection to the assessments of net 
amount of GST are affirmed. The Commissioner’s decision in respect of the objection to the 
assessment and liability to pay administrative penalty are also affirmed. 
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/cth/AATA/2019/5981.html 
 
New South Wales 
 
Nadinic v Cheryl Drinkwater as trustee for the Cheryl Drinkwater Trust [2020] NSWCA 2, 
Meagher JA (at [1]), Leeming JA (at [2]), Barrett AJA (at [3]), 07 February 2020  
Consumer law – misleading or deceptive conduct – where parties engaged in joint venture – 
where subsequently parties entered deed of settlement to resolve disputes – where one party 
misunderstood financial position of an entity being acquired under deed – where that party did 
not make inquiries to verify position – where other party participated in causing the 
misunderstanding, was aware of it and failed to correct it – whether conduct misleading or 
deceptive 



 

 
 

Taxes and duties – GST – input tax credits – entitlement to refunds 
The headnote contained the following: 
Held, the Court dismissing the appeal: 
As to issue (i), per Barrett AJA (Meagher and Leeming JJA agreeing): 
(1) The relevant documents did not disclose or provide a means of deducing that input tax 
credits had already been claimed, refunded and paid away: at [36] (Barrett AJA), [1] 
(Meagher JA), [2] (Leeming JA). 
As to issue (iii), per Barrett AJA (Meagher and Leeming JJA agreeing): 
(3) GST input tax credits would not be available to offset a GST liability arising on sale of the 
apartments because the relevant entity was not the vendor of the apartments, however that 
entity would have been able to use the credits to generate cash refunds, producing equivalent 
financial results: at [50]-[52] (Barrett AJA), [1] (Meagher JA), [2] (Leeming JA). 
https://jade.io/article/708008 
 
Colin Fong 
 
 
13 Woellner et al Australian taxation law, 30th edition  
 
The 30th edition of Australian Taxation Law was published in January 2020 by Oxford 
University Press. The book is written by Robin Woellner, Stephen Barkoczy, Shirley Murphy, 
Chris Evans and Dale Pinto. This special milestone was celebrated with ‘birthday cake’ 
during the ATTA conference in Hobart. 
 

  
 
Front cover of the 30th edition    Lisa Marriott, Saré Pienaar & Chris Evans 
 
Photos courtesy of Emily Wu, OUP 
 



 

 
 

14 Call for papers and submissions 
  
Australian Tax Review Special Issue: Current Topics in International Taxation 
 
Guest Editor Associate Professor Antony Ting, University of Sydney  
 
General Editors Professor Kerrie Sadiq, Queensland University of Technology  
Professor Dale Pinto, Curtin University 
 
Australian Tax Review is a highly regarded refereed taxation journal published since 1971.  It 
has maintained its “A” ranking in the 2019 Australian Business Deans Council journal quality 
list. It is seeking the submission of high-quality articles for a special issue of the journal to be 
published at the end of 2020. All submissions will be subject to the journal’s usual rigorous 
double-blind refereeing process.  
 
Themes 
The international tax regime has experienced significant challenges and changes in recent 
years.  The OECD BEPS project rode on the unprecedented political will aiming to strengthen 
international tax rules to tackle international tax avoidance by multinational enterprises. 
While the Final Reports of the 15 Action items were published in 2015, the OECD continues 
to work through the Inclusive Framework on several important topics, including the taxation 
of the digital economy, and special issues of transfer pricing. 
 
Countries have responded to the BEPS reports in different ways. Australia has embraced 
some recommendations enthusiastically, but is reluctant to adopt others. 
 
The domestic law on international taxation has been equally exciting.  Major recent tax cases 
in this area cover many important issues, including the increasingly important transfer pricing 
rules and the interaction between domestic tax law and tax treaties. 
 
This special issue covers some of these interesting matters, providing a snapshot of the 
international tax regime with respect to Australia at this exciting time in the tax world. 
 
Call for papers 
This special issue calls for submission of papers that engage with current topics in 
international taxation. Possible themes include, but are not limited to, the following issues: 
 
BEPS project: implications for Australia 
Transfer pricing issues, including the profit split method 
Taxation of the digital economy, including potential reform of the allocation of taxing rights 
among residence and source countries, and possible policies to address BEPS risks 
exacerbated by the rise of digital businesses 
International taxation issues under domestic law, including anti-BEPS measures (e.g. 
Multinational Anti-Avoidance Law, Diverted Profits Tax and Anti-Hybrid Rules), recent 
court cases on transfer pricing and the interaction between domestic law and tax treaties. 
 
Guidelines for Authors 
All submissions should adhere to the format and style guidelines of the journal. A guide for 
authors and other relevant information for submitting papers are available at 
https://legal.thomsonreuters.com.au/support/pdf/authorsupport/Australian-Tax-Review-
Thomson-Reuters.pdf  
 
Timing 
This special issue will be published as Issue 4 in November/December 2020.  Please note that 
manuscripts for this special issue should be submitted by 15 June, 2020.  Early submissions 

https://legal.thomsonreuters.com.au/support/pdf/authorsupport/Australian-Tax-Review-Thomson-Reuters.pdf
https://legal.thomsonreuters.com.au/support/pdf/authorsupport/Australian-Tax-Review-Thomson-Reuters.pdf


 

 
 

and communications with the guest editor (Antony Ting: antony.ting@sydney.edu.au) are 
encouraged if you wish to explore the possibilities of submitting a paper. We would also 
appreciate your bringing this call to the attention of your colleagues and those in other 
disciplines who might wish to contribute. 
 
Antony Ting, Kerrie Sadiq, and Dale Pinto 
February 2020 
 

******** 
 

Austaxpolicy.com Blog, TTPI Working Papers and Policy Briefs 
Both hosted and edited by the Tax and Transfer Policy Institute.  
 
Please follow us on Twitter @Austaxpolicy or sign up to our fortnightly email newsletter. 
Contributions encouraged and sought as Austaxpolicy Blog enters our second year of 
publishing short, accessible but not dumbed down articles based on your substantive research, 
recently published or in progress. If you like what you read, please distribute it among your 
networks and also circulate the Blog and this call for contributions to others who may be 
interested.  
 
We also seek well prepared and substantial Working Papers to publish in our series, from all 
disciplines, both on the website and on SSRN (where they will be promoted in tax, public 
policy lists). Please send your contribution to tax.policy@anu.edu.au for review. 
 
Finally, we seek Policy Briefs for our series which provides an accessible and rigorous 
explanation of tax issues or concepts for policy-makers, students, academics and interested 
members of the public. Policy Briefs will be published as a numbered report in PDF format 
and also as Brief on the Austaxpolicy.com blog. Please contact us at tax.policy@anu.edu.au , 
we look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 
15 Electric Vehicle Owners in Queensland 
 
Griffith University in collaboration Queensland Government, Transport and Main Roads 
(TMR) and Energy Queensland (EQ) are surveying “Early Adopters of Electric Vehicles”.  
We want to know your experience in charging, driving and how your views on policy 
incentives may encourage other consumers to purchase an electric vehicle in Australia. With 
your help, we hope to gain insight into these areas. Thank you for your support and 
contribution (Griffith University Ethical Clearance Ref No: 2019/1031).  Click this link below 
to contribute your valuable thoughts and information to our research: 
 https://prodsurvey.rcs.griffith.edu.au/prodls200/index.php/778768?lang=en 
 
 
16 Vacancies 
 
Senior Researchers - Economics/Tax (Department of Parliamentary Services) 
Closing date 27 Feb 2020 
Job Location Canberra, ACT 
Job Description 
The Department of Parliamentary Services (DPS) is recruiting for Senior Researchers - 
Economics/Tax vacancies within the Economics section, Research branch. Parliamentary 
researchers support the work of the Parliament by providing high quality and impartial 
information, analysis and advice to our clients; Members, Senators, their staff, and 
parliamentary committees.  Research positions in the Parliamentary Library are highly valued 

mailto:antony.ting@sydney.edu.au
mailto:tax.policy@anu.edu.au
mailto:tax.policy@anu.edu.au


 

 
 

because of the opportunity they provide to work directly with our clients to inform their 
representational and parliamentary work. 
The work of Senior Researchers is diverse, interesting and challenging. Senior Researchers 
respond directly to often complex research requests from parliamentarians and parliamentary 
committees, sometimes within tight deadlines and under limited supervision. A significant 
part of the work involves writing commentaries on bills (Bills Digests). Researchers may also 
write publication on matters of interest to Parliament and help prepare range of self-help 
resources. 
The Economics section provides assistance to clients in a wide range of policy areas including 
taxation, Commonwealth-State financial relations, transport, competition policy, 
communications, infrastructure, trade, agriculture, resources, regional development and 
labour markets. Senior researchers typically assume responsibility for particular policy areas 
but must be willing to take on work in other areas in response to Parliamentary needs, 
workload or staffing limitations. 
We are looking for a person with relevant tertiary qualifications, knowledge and experience. 
For one of the positons, expertise in taxation practice and law will be highly regarded, but is 
not essential. 
The successful applicants will have strong research and analytical abilities. They will be able 
to able to work directly to clients under limited supervision.  They will be able to work in a 
team and be well informed, motivated, adaptable and able to provide excellent client service. 
They will be professional, display sound judgement and be sensitive to working in the 
parliamentary environment. They will be able to write in plain English. They will be able to 
explain complex matters accurately to experts and non-experts in an appropriate manner, 
whether in writing, on the phone or in person. They will be able to produce accurate briefs by 
agreed deadlines. Expertise in Excel and quantitative analysis will be highly 
valued.  Awareness of the political and Parliamentary processes and the workings of 
government is desirable. 
  
Please note: This recruitment process is being used to fill both ongoing and non-ongoing 
positions. Non-ongoing position will be offered on up to a 12 month basis, with the possibility 
of extension. 
For more information about the role, eligibility requirements and to submit an application 
visit DPS Careers: 
https://career10.successfactors.com/sfcareer/jobreqcareer?jobId=25934&company=DPS&user
name 
  
Closing date: 27th February, 2020 
 
 
17 Tax and related meetings 
 
UNSW School of Taxation and Business Law will be hosting the 14th  International 
Conference on Tax Administration, a prestigious biennial event that brings together leading 
tax administrators, academics and practitioners from around the globe.  The theme of the 
2020 conference is:  'New Frontiers in Tax Administration'  
During this two-day event, conference speakers will present on: 
cutting-edge initiatives in service delivery and compliance including digital and data use, tap 
and go, and artificial intelligence; 
data policy, ethical data exploitation, cyber security and new developments in regulating data 
platforms; 
globalisation of revenue administration;  
tax dispute resolution and new approaches to protecting the vulnerable including the elderly, 
impaired and those in remote areas; and  
administrative policy options to assist capacity building in the Asia Pacific region in 
responding to new business models developing in the digitized economy. 

https://career10.successfactors.com/sfcareer/jobreqcareer?jobId=25934&company=DPS&username
https://career10.successfactors.com/sfcareer/jobreqcareer?jobId=25934&company=DPS&username


 

 
 

Join us to hear from leading academics, policy makers and practitioners about current and 
future global trends, including: 
David Bradbury, Head of the Tax Policy and Statistics Division in the OECD’s Centre for 
Tax Policy and Administration; 
Nina Olson Centre for Taxpayer Rights; 
Senior Australian and international tax officials, and Academics from UNSW Business 
School. 
Event details: 
When: 9-5pm, 7& 8 April 2020 
Where: Conference: Hilton Sydney, 488 George Street, Sydney, 2000 & Dinner (7 April): 
The Tea Room, QVB, 455 George Street, Sydney, 2000 
Cost: $935 for early conference registrations 
Contact: Maree Magafas, UNSW Business School, School of Taxation and Business Law 
Register here:  https://www.business.unsw.edu.au/news-events/events/14th-international-
conference-on-tax-administration 
Conference organisers have secured with the Hilton a special delegate rate of 10% off the 
advertised day rate. To book, please visit here or call on +61 (0)2 9266 2000 referring to 
group code GDYNU for a discounted rate (10% off from hotel best available rate) 
 
The 2021 ATTA conference will be hosted by the University of Canterbury from 20 to 22 
January 2021 and will be held at Rydges Latimer in the Christchurch CBD. The theme is:  
The Future of Tax: More than Just Politics?  
For more information, please contact: 
Alistair Hodson alistair.hodson@canterbury.ac.nz 
Andrew Maples andrew.maples@canterbury.ac.nz  
Adrian Sawyer adrian.sawyer@canterbury.ac.nz  
Robert Vosslamber rob.vosslamber@canterbury.ac.nz 
Shelley Griffiths shelley.griffiths@otago.ac.nz 
 
The Tax Institute’s website www.taxinstitute.com.au lists many conferences, conventions, 
seminars, and breakfast clubs. For further enquiries, contact Phillipa Cardigan (02) 8223 
0045 or email phillipacardigan@taxinstitute.com.au or register online at 
www.taxinstitute.com.au  
Call the National Events team on 1300 733 842 for more details. 
Please contact the National Events Team on 1300 829 338 or by email, 
nationalevents@taxinstitute.com.au Follow us on Twitter @TaxInstituteOz 
 
Overseas 
 
American Accounting Association Calls for paper website http://aaahq.org/calls/default.cfm  
 
Canadian Tax Foundation http://www.ctf.ca/ctfweb/en 
 
Institute for Fiscal Studies Conferences and seminars 
http://www1.ifs.org.uk/conferences/index.shtml  
 
Institute for Austrian and International Tax Law 2020 events: The topics of the seminar 
sessions and other events can always be found at www.wu.ac.at/taxlaw. Please see the 
website for most up-to-date information on them.  

March 2020  
March 16, 2020 KSW-Information Evening, Prof. Rust (in German) 
March 16-17, 2020 Conference: "Tax Transparency and Corruption" 
March 23, 2020 IFA-Event: "Impacts of the US-Tax Reform on European Enterprises" 

http://aaahq.org/calls/default.cfm
http://www1.ifs.org.uk/conferences/index.shtml


 

 
 

March 30, 2020 KPMG-WU-Workshop (in German) 
April 2020  
April 17-18, 2020 Wiener Bilanzrechtstage: "Kauf und Verkauf von Unternehmen" (in 
German) 
April 20, 2020 Colloquium: "Current Developments in European and International Tax 
Law", Stefano Ceccacci, Alessandro Bucchieri 
April 22, 2020 Wolfgang Gassner Memorial Lecture: "Österreich auf dem Weg zur 
Einheitsbilanz - ein Vorbild für Europa?", Heribert Anzinger (in German) 
  May 2020  
May 04-08, 2020 Advanced Transfer Pricing Course (General Topics) 
May 07, 2020 VAT-Symposion: "Abgrenzung Drittstaat zu Europäischer Union aus 
umsatzsteuerlicher Perspektive: Systembruch oder Notwendigkeit? " (in German) 
May 11, 2020 Panel Discussion of Lawyers (in German) 
May 14-16, 2020 Conference: "Tax Treaty Case Law Around the Globe" (Tilburg) 
May 18, 2020 Colloquium: "Current Developments in European and International Tax 
Law", Peter Hongler, Graeme Alan Wood, Jozef Kavuliak 
May 25, 2020 KPMG-WU Workshop (in German) 
June 2020  
June 08, 2020 Colloquium: "Current Developments in European and International Tax 
Law", Jens Wittendorff, Katharina Schlücke 
June 15, 2020 27. Vienna Symposion on International Tax Law: "‘Tax Covered‘ – The 
Scope of Double Taxation Conventions" 
June 18-20, 2020 EATLP Congress 
June 18-20, 2020 Seminar: "Double Tax Treaties in Case Studies – Senior Level" 
June 25, 2020 Semester closing (in German) 
July 2020  
July 02-04, 2020 Rust Conference: "Mission Completed? The Implementation and the 
Lasting Effects of the Multilateral Instrument (MLI)" 
July 06-10, 2020 Advanced Transfer Pricing Course (Benchmarking) 
July 13-17, 2020 CEE Vienna International Tax Law Summer School 2020 
September 2020  
September 11, 2020 Klaus Vogel Lecture: "Crossroads of Bilateral Investment Treaties 
and Taxation" 
September 21, 2020 KSW-Information Evening, Claus Staringer (in German) 
September 21-22, 2020 Workshop: "Tax Transparency and Corruption" 
September 21-25, 2020 Advanced Transfer Pricing Course (Specific Topics) 
September 30, 2020 IFA-Event: "Das Internationale Steuerrecht im Umbruch – vom 
Steuermodell einer digitalen Wirtschaft zu einem neuen, globalen 
Besteuerungskonzept" (in German) 
October 2020  
October 19, 2020 KSW-Information Evening, Josef Schuch (in German) 
October 30, 2020 WU Transfer Pricing Symposium 
November 2020  
November 02-03, 2020 Conference: "DET and VAT" 
November 05, 2020 SWI-Annual Retreat (in German) 
November 06-07, 2020 Symposion on Procedural and Constitutional Law (in German) 
November 09, 2020 KPMG-WU-Workshop (in German) 
November 16, 2020 Colloquium: "Current Developments in European and International 
Tax Law" 
November 18, 2020 IFA Event – WIN Veranstaltung: "Missbrauch und 
Steuerumgehung" (in German) 
November 19-21, 2020 Conference: "Recent and Pending Cases at the Court of Justice 
of the European Union on Direct Taxation" 
December 2020  



 

 
 

 

December 03, 2020 Panel Discussion of Tax Advisor (in German) 
December 14, 2020 KPMG-WU-Workshop (in German) 
   

 

International Bureau of Fiscal Documentation. Various courses in Amsterdam, the 
Netherlands or in Malaysia or elsewhere. For details, see http://www.ibfd.org The IBFD 
International Tax Academy (ITA) runs an extensive international course program. Generally 
all courses are held in Amsterdam. Should you require any further information or wish to 
register please refer to their web site www.ibfd.org or contact the International Tax Academy 
at +31-20-554 0160 or by e-mail ita@ibfd.org  
For courses go to http://www.ibfd.org/Training 
IBFD International Tax Courses - See also http://www.ibfd.org/Training/Find-course 
Transfer Pricing in a Post- BEPS World - Chinese Perspective 26-27 March 2020, Beijing 
Current Issues in International Tax Planning 4-6 March 2020, Amsterdam 
Principles of Transfer Pricing 9-13 March 2020, Amsterdam  
Principles of International Taxation 16-20 March 2020, Amsterdam 
International Tax, Legal and Commercial Aspects of Mergers & Acquisitions 11-13 May 
2020, Amsterdam 
6th Africa Tax Symposium 20-22 May 2020, Arusha, Tanzania.  
IBFD Masterclass 18-19 May 2020 as a prelude to the 6th IBFD Africa Tax Symposium, 
Tax Accounting, Reporting and Control 25-27 May 2020, Amsterdam 
Transfer Pricing and Intra-Group Financing 28-29 May 2020, Amsterdam 
US Corporate Taxation 22-24 June 2020, Amsterdam  
 
International Fiscal Association Congresses http://www.ifa.nl/pages/default.aspx 
IFA 2020 Congress, Cancun, Mexico, 4-8 October 2020 https://www.ifacancun2020.com 
 
International Tax Planning Association Forthcoming meetings 
http://www.itpa.org/meetings.html 
 
2020 SMU David R Tillinghast Global Taxation Conference  
We would like to extend our apologies and gratitude for sending your papers to us. However, 
owing to the Singapore national alert for the Coronavirus being raised to orange 
(https://www.gov.sg/features/2019-ncov) and on fresh guidance from the Singapore 
Management University school administration, we will be postponing the conference that was 
originally scheduled for 30 March to 1 April 2020. We are currently liaising with all relevant 
parties to find a suitable date later in the year to hold the event. 
 
SMU is grateful for your support of the conference and seek your kind patience and 
understanding. We apologize for any inconvenience caused and will be in touch with the new 
dates as soon as possible 
 
Impact of Taxation on the Digital Economy Symposium 
We would like to extend our apologies and gratitude for sending your papers to us. However, 
owing to the Singapore national alert for the Coronavirus being raised to orange 
(https://www.gov.sg/features/2019-ncov) and on fresh guidance from the Singapore 
Management University school administration, we will be postponing the conference that was 
originally scheduled for 3 April 2020. We are currently liaising with all relevant parties to 
find a suitable date later in the year to hold the event. 
 
SMU and the University of Canterbury are grateful for your support of the conference and 
seek your kind patience and understanding. We apologize for any inconvenience caused and 
will be in touch with the new dates as soon as possible.  
 
Other useful tax and law related conference websites include the  

http://www.ibfd.org/
http://www.ibfd.org/
mailto:ita@ibfd.org
http://www.ibfd.org/Training/Find-course
http://www.itpa.org/meetings.html


 

 
 

International Bar Association: http://www.ibanet.org/Conferences/conferences_home.aspx  
IBFD Course calendar 
http://www.ibfd.org/portal/app?bookmarkablePage=org.ibfd.portal.presentation.TaxCourses  
International Events and Law Conferences 
http://internationaleventsandlawconferences.yolasite.com 
Conferences in Australia http://www.conferencealerts.com/country-
listing.php?page=1&ipp=All&country=Australia 
New South Wales Bar Association 
http://www.nswbar.asn.au/docs/professional/prof_dev/CPD/programme/index.php  
Law Council of Australia http://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/lawcouncil/index.php/conferences 
Practising Law Institute http://www.pli.edu/ 
New York County Lawyers Association http://www.nycla.org  
American Bar Association Taxation CLE topics 
http://www.americanbar.org/cle/cle_courses_by_topic/taxation.html  
New York Bar Association http://www.nysba.org/  
Hieros Gamos Worldwide Law Events Calendar http://www.hg.org/legal-events.asp 
For Australian ones http://www.hg.org/legal-events-australia.asp 
For social sciences and humanities conferences, meetings etc, see Mind: The Meetings Index 
http://www.interdok.com/mind  
See also the magazine Australian Conference & Exhibition Diary, Vamosi Information 
Publication.  
  
 
18 Recent publications 
 
Bold indicates ATTA members. Readers are encouraged to notify the Editor of recently 
written publications for notification, in these pages. Please note some of the overseas 
publications listed may not yet be available locally.  
 
Local 
 
Austaxpolicy: The Tax and Transfer Policy Blog <http://www.austaxpolicy.com> Recent 
postings include: 
Vaughan, Michael ‘What Drove Recent Civil Society Campaigning Around International Tax 
Justice in the UK and Australia?’ 3 February 2020 
Barrett, Jonathan ‘Towards Optimal Tax-Benefits Treatment of Collectors of Artworks’, 06 
February 2020  
   
(2019) 5 (7 & 8) Australian Tax Law Bulletin 
General Editor's introduction - Helen Hodgson 
No deduction for "non-compliant payments" - Paul Banister  
Match fixing: Australia's hybrid mismatch rules - Sylvester Urban  
The administration of the tax system - what do you expect? The Inspector-General of 
Taxation and Taxation Ombudsman wants to know - Karen Payne  
A working holiday, or an odyssey in Australian tax test case litigation? Addy v Commissioner 
of Taxation - John W Fickling  
 
Davies, Jennifer Tax stability, presented at the Melbourne Law School 14th Annual Tax 
Lecture, by Justice Davies, 29 October 2019 https://www.fedcourt.gov.au/digital-law-
library/judges-speeches/justice-davies/davies-j-20191029 
 
Davis, Kevin ‘Here’s a radical reform that could keep super and pay every retiree the full 
pension’ The Conversation 7 February 2020 https://theconversation.com/heres-a-radical-
reform-that-could-keep-super-and-pay-every-retiree-the-full-pension-131289 
 

http://www.ibanet.org/Conferences/conferences_home.aspx
http://www.nswbar.asn.au/docs/professional/prof_dev/CPD/programme/index.php
http://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/lawcouncil/index.php/conferences
http://www.pli.edu/
http://www.nycla.org/
http://www.nysba.org/
http://www.interdok.com/mind


 

 
 

Kraal, Diane; Mulder, Machiel and Perey, Peter (2020) ‘Taxation and pricing of natural gas: 
the Dutch transition to gas market hub pricing and lessons for Australia’s integrated gas 
projects’ (2020) 43(1) University of New South Wales Law Journal 1-43. 
http://www.unswlawjournal.unsw.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Kraal-et-al-Taxation-
and-Pricing-of-Natural-Gas.pdf 
Kraal, Diane and Coleman, Andrew ‘Teaching legal studies in business degrees: A review of 
a method and its practice’ (2019) 44 (11) Australian Journal of Teacher Education 18-41. 
https://ro.ecu.edu.au/ajte/vol44/iss11/2/ 
 
MacDonald, Kirsten & Guest, Ross ‘Kiwisaver: a jewel in the crown of New Zealand’s 
retirement income framework?’ in: Luetjens, Joannah; Mintrom, Michael & ‘t Hart, Paul (ed) 
Successful public policy: lessons from Australia and New Zealand, Acton, ACT, ANU Press, 
2019, Ch 20, pp 477-504 
 
Martin, Peter ‘Cabinet papers 1998-99: how the GST became unstoppable’ The Conversation 
1 January 2020 < https://theconversation.com/cabinet-papers-1998-99-how-the-gst-became-
unstoppable-128844> 
  
McLaren John; Kendall, W & Rook L, 'Would the Singaporean approach to whistleblower 
protection laws work in Australia?' (2019) 13 (1) Australasian Accounting, Business and 
Finance Journal 90 -108 
 
Mortimer, Colleen; Pinto, Dale & Morgan, Annette Practical introduction to Australian 
taxation law 2020, 2nd ed, Sydney, Thomson Reuters, 2019 
 
Pyke, John Government powers under a federal constitution: constitutional law in Australia, 
2nd ed, Sydney, Lawbook Co, 2020, Ch 28 ‘The Commonwealth’s financial powers: tax, 
grants to the states, and spending money, pp 481-507 
 
Prebble, John & Pearson, Grant Fundamentals of income taxation, Wellington, Thomson 
Reuters New Zealand, 2018 
 
Scott, Ayesha & Gilbert, Aaron ‘How New Zealanders miss out on hundreds of thousands in 
retirement savings’ The Conversation 12 December 2019 https://theconversation.com/how-
new-zealanders-miss-out-on-hundreds-of-thousands-in-retirement-savings-127708 
 
Stewart, Miranda; Cooper, Graeme; Vann, Richard & Dirkis, Michael Income taxation: 
commentary & materials, 9th ed, Sydney, Thomson Reuters, 2020 
 
Taxation Today Volume 135, January/February 2020 
Tax Policy: What to Expect in the Twenties - Robyn Walker and Emma Faulknor  
Capital Gains and Compliance Costs: Are Capital Gains Too Expensive (For New Zealand)? 
[Part 2] - David Sutton and Maithm Khaghaany  
 
Tran-Nam, Binh ‘The Goods and Services Tax (GST): the public value of a contested 
reform’, in: Luetjens, Joannah; Mintrom, Michael & ‘t Hart, Paul (ed) Successful public 
policy: lessons from Australia and New Zealand, Acton, ACT, ANU Press, 2019, Ch 10, pp 
235-255 
 
Woellner, Robin; Barkoczy, Stephen; Murphy, Shirley; Evans, Chris & Pinto, Dale 
Australian taxation law, 30th ed, Melbourne, Oxford University Press, 2020 
 
Overseas 
 



 

 
 

Anesa, Mattia; Gillespie, Nicole A; Spee, Paul and Sadiq, Kerrie ‘The legitimation of 
corporate tax minimization’ (May 2019) 75 Accounting, Organizations and Society 17-39 
 
Bora Laskin Law Library Research guides Tax law, 11 July 2019 
https://guides.library.utoronto.ca/taxlaw 
 
(2019) 67 (4) Canadian Tax Journal  
Peer Reviewed Articles 
Contracting for Tax Room: The Law and Political Economy of Tax-Point Transfers - Rory 
Gillis 
Did the Adoption of IFRS Affect Corporate Tax Avoidance? Oliver Nnamdi Okafor, 
Akinloye Akindayomi, and Hussein Warsame 
Policy Forum 
Editor’s Introduction—Provincial Finances - Kevin Milligan 
Newfoundland and Labrador’s Debt Strategy—Waiting for a Saviour or Godot? Wade Locke 
and Douglas May 
Is New Brunswick Heading over the Fiscal Cliff? Richard Saillant and Herb Emery 
Dette du Québec — Dompter la bête - Luc Godbout; Quebec’s Debt—Taming the Beast- Luc 
Godbout 
Symposium 
The Relationship Between Restrictions on the Deduction of Interest Under Canadian Law and 
Canadian Tax Treaties - Brian J. Arnold 
The Transfer-Pricing Profit-Split Method After BEPS: Back to the Future - Michael 
Kobetsky 
Value Creation: A Constant Principle in a Changing World of International Taxation - Jinyan 
Li, Nathan Jin Bao, and Huaning (Christina) Li 
The Digital Services Tax on the Verge of Implementation - Wei Cui 
A New Global Tax Deal for the Digital Age - Allison Christians and Tarcisio Diniz 
Magalhaes 
Sharing Tax Information in the 21st Century: Big Data Flows and Taxpayers as Data Subjects 
- Arthur J Cockfield 
Features 
Finances of the Nation: Taxing Wages in Canada, 2001-2018 - Ken McKenzie 
Current Cases: (FCA) Plains Midstream Canada ULC v. Canada; (UKUT) (TCC) 
Development Securities PLC and Others v. The Commissioners for HM Revenue and 
Customs (Tax) - Josiah Davis, Gergely Hegedus, Alina Khakhuda, and Joel Nitikman 
International Tax Planning: The Foreign Affiliate Surplus Reclassification Rule - Gwendolyn 
Watson 
Personal Tax Planning: Getting a Grip on New Passive Investment Rules and Integration - 
Dino Infanti, Deepk Jaswal, and Sonam Toor; Planification fiscale personnelle : Pour mieux 
saisir les nouvelles règles sur les placements passifs et l’intégration - Dino Infanti, Deepk 
Jaswal, et Sonam Toor 
Selected US Tax Developments: Guidance on Qualified Shareholders of REITs Still Lacking 
Peter A Glicklich and Heath Martin 
Current Tax Reading - Robin Boadway and Kim Brooks 
 
Eccleston, Richard and Elbra, Ainsley eds., Business, civil society and the “new” politics of 
corporate tax justice: paying a fair share? Northampton, MA, Edward Elgar, 2018, 318 pp 
 
Tran-Nam, Binh ‘Australia’s tax reform experience: lessons for Malaysia’, in: Ariff, 
Mohamed and Leng, Yeah Kim (ed) Malaysia’s taxation system: contemporary practices, 
issues and future direction, Sunway University Press, Malaysia, 2020, Ch 9, 240-270; ISBN:  
978-967-13697-9-1, RM168.00 
 



 

 
 

Tran-Nam, Binh; Oguttu, A. and Mandy, K ‘Overview of tax complexity and tax 
simplification: a critical review of concepts and issues’, in: Evans, Chris; Franzsen R. and 
Stack, L (eds), Tax simplification: an African perspective, Pretoria, South Africa: Pretoria 
University Law Press, 2019, Ch 2, 8-38 
 
van Brederode, Robert F (ed) Ethics and taxation, Singapore, Springer, 2020 
Introduction: Why Ethics Matter in Taxation - Robert F van Brederode 
Tax Policy and Design of Tax Law 
The Moral Basis for Taxation - Jane Frecknall-Hughes 
Social Contract and Beyond: Sociability, Reciprocity and Tax Ethics - Hans Gribnau, Carl 
Dijkstra 
Libertarian Perspectives on the Ethics of Taxation - Walter E Block, Christian Torsell 
Head, Proportional, or Progressive Taxation: An Evaluation Based on Jewish and Christian 
Ethics - Ronald M Green 
Developing Moral Standards for Taxation - Jennifer Bird-Pollan 
Global Tax Justice: Who’s Involved? Cees Peters 
Ethical Standards and Obligations for Tax Advisors and Taxpayers 
Taxpayers’ Subjective Concepts of Taxes, Tax Evasion, and Tax Avoidance - Christoph 
Kogler, Erich Kirchler 
Ethical Standards for Tax Planning by Corporations - Ave-Geidi Jallai 
Ethical Standards for Tax Advisers - Michael Walpole 
Tax Law Enforcement 
Taxpayer Rights and Protections in a Digital Global Environment - Duncan Bentley 
Is There Any International Fundamental Right Against an International General Anti-
avoidance Rule? João Dácio Rolim 
Countermeasures to Tax Fraud, Evasion and Avoidance: A Critical Review - Robert F van 
Brederode 
Tax Rulings, State Aid and the Rule of Law- Aleksandra Bal 
Cross-Border Big Data Flows and Taxpayer Privacy - Arthur J Cockfield 
The Ethical Tax Judge - Kim Brooks 
 
 
19 Quotable quotes 
 
“An investigation by Background Briefing has uncovered the ease with which a small group 
of accountants spent years targeting drug users, homeless people and those down on their luck 
in order to help clients cheat the tax man and other creditors. 
 
It is a scheme that involves nearly 200 companies across almost every state in the country, 
and for more than a decade, its architects have been getting away with it. 
 
The revelations expose gaping flaws in our corporate system and raise questions about how 
the accountants are able to operate in plain sight of the tax office and the corporate regulator, 
ASIC.” 
 
Source: Oakes, Dan & Story Carter, Jeremy for Background Briefing ‘The multi-million-
dollar 'dummy director' scam using vulnerable Australians to rip off the tax office’ ABC 
News 14 February 2020 https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-02-14/vulnerable-australians-
targeted-in-huge-tax-evasion-scam/11785194 
 

********* 
 
“Explosive new emails have revealed the Morrison government was warned its so-called 
robo-debt scheme was illegal and the ‘debts’ were not lawful. 
 



 

 
 

Confidential emails between tax office officials, provided to a Senate committee on Thursday, 
reveal that the Department of Social Service had legal advice that thousands of debts raised 
were “not lawful debts”. 
 
But it’s not yet clear how long ago that legal advice was received. 
 
The November 19, 2019, email, from the Australian Taxation Office’s general counsel, 
Jonathan Todd, to the ATO commissioner, Chris Jordan, was marked “Sensitive: Legal”. 
 
“In further discussion with the DSS, it appears that what you need to raise is: they have 
advised you that they have received legal advice that debts based solely upon DSS own 
income averaging of ATO annual tax data are not lawful debts (‘robo-debts’),” the email 
stated. 
 
“They have also suspended the raising and recovery of robo-debts as of today.” 
 
Just a week later, on November 27, a federal court judgment revealed the government had 
settled a court challenge brought by Victoria Legal Aid over a robo-debt, rather than allow it 
to proceed to court.” 
 
Source: Maiden, Samantha ‘Emails reveal government knew Centrelink ‘robo-debt’ scheme 
was illegal’ The New Daily 6 February 2020 
https://thenewdaily.com.au/finance/welfare/2020/02/06/emails-robo-debt-illegal 
 
 

********* 
 
“According to the Property Council of Australia’s submission: “Stamp duty distorts business 
decisions, locks families out of housing choices, worsens housing affordability, suppresses 
economic activity and leaves governments with highly volatile revenue streams.” 
Furthermore: “lt is a tax that is a relic from our colonial past, representing a stamp of the 
state’s authority over property transaction that has absolutely no economic relevance in our 
modern Australia.” 
 
The Thodey review is now looking at how stamp duties could be abolished and replaced by an 
appropriate source of replacement revenue, like an expanded land tax. 
 
Such a switch could not only ease barriers to entry to home ownership for younger 
Australians, but also make downsizing an easier financial decision for older Australians. 
 
Of course, introducing a new tax – even a modest and progressively levied one - on every 
home in Australia would require the sort of political skill and salesmanship we’re rather short 
on at the moment. 
 
But good ideas are like air bubbles in water: it’s hard to keep them down. And abolishing 
stamp duty in favour of land tax is a good idea whose time has well and truly come.” 
 
Source: Irvine, Jessica ‘Abolish stamp duty - impose a proper land tax instead’ Sydney 
Morning Herald 12 February 2020 https://www.smh.com.au/business/the-economy/abolish-
stamp-duty-impose-a-proper-land-tax-instead-20200212-p5406c.html 
 

********* 
 
“The last GST Council meeting had given a two-year extension to the National Anti-
profiteering Authority (NAA), postponed the deadline for filing annual returns by two 



 

 
 

months, and avoided voting by deferring the contentious issue of GST rates on lotteries. All 
these issues tell a story of unresolved matters in the indirect tax system, now entering its third 
year.  
 
Then there are issues concerning authorities of advance ruling (AARs), which have in a 
number of cases given contradictory rulings. This is not to say that the GST system is all 
problematic and no progress has been made” 
 
Source: Dhasmana, Indivjal ‘Two years on, still not a good and simple tax: What ails the GST 
regime’, Business Standard 2 July 2019 https://www.business-
standard.com/article/opinion/two-years-on-still-not-a-good-and-simple-tax-what-ails-the-gst-
regime-119063000713_1.html 
 

********* 
 
“A Labour frontbencher has shrugged off criticism over an outfit that showed part of her 
shoulder in the Commons as she spoke at the despatch box.” 
 
Tracy Brabin MP 🌹🌹 (@TracyBrabin)  

“Hello. Sorry I don’t have time to reply to all of you commenting on this but I can 
confirm I’m not.... 
A slag 
Hungover 
A tart 
About to breastfeed 
A slapper  
Drunk 
Just been banged over a wheelie bin. 
 
Who knew people could get so emotional over a shoulder... “ 
https://t.co/sTWWiEY2TF February 4, 2020 

Source: Rawlinson, Kevin ‘’I am not a slapper': Labour MP hits back at criticism of 
attire’ The Guardian 5 February 2020  
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/feb/04/i-am-not-a-slapper-labour-mp-
tracy-brabin-defends-her-commons-attire 

********* 
 
“I’m a tax accountant, Casper” 
 
“That doesn’t sound very exciting. What an idiot you are for having that as a career”. 
 
Source: Mad as Hell does Hard Quiz 21 January 2020 
https://www.facebook.com/ABCTV/videos/3639152766126204/ 
 

********* 
 
 
 

https://t.co/sTWWiEY2TF
https://twitter.com/TracyBrabin/status/1224723177278001152?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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