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Welcome to the June newsletter. 

I hope everyone is keeping well as we 
head into winter.  

I would like to draw your attention 
to the announcement immediately 
following this column about the 
January 2021 ATTA conference. As you 
will see, a decision has been made 
to postpone this to 19-21 January 
2022. The decision was made by the 
ATTA Executive and the conference 
organisers.  This decision was not 
made lightly, and it was made with 
heavy hearts. 

Prior to the pandemic, considerable 
ATTA funds had already been 
outlaid as deposits for venues and 
the window to have these funds 
rolled over to 2022 was closing. As 
we can all appreciate the current 
environment is both unpredictable 
and unprecedented. A further 
consideration in the decision was the 
financial impact that many of our 
members, and their universities, are 
facing in the current environment. We 
heard feedback that members were 
less likely to receive financial support 
to attend conferences. We were 
also made aware that PhD students 
were facing constrained resources 
that could impact on attendance.  

Many universities are still working 
through their responses to the 
impact of COVID-19 on their revenue, 
which compounds the uncertainty 
surrounding the viability of a 2021 
conference.  Another factor informing 
our decision was the potential for 
travel restrictions for those outside 
Australia and New Zealand (including 
quarantining). 

Following on from this decision, 
we will not make a call for ATTA Hill 
Medals this year. Existing funding for 
initiatives such as the ATTA Promoting 
Women in Tax Academia Scholarship 
will be extended for a further year 
to reflect the postponed 2021 
conference. 

We know how much the ATTA 
community values the opportunity 
to meet at the annual conference.  
Therefore, the Canterbury conference 
organisers have proposed that we 
hold two one-day symposiums around 
the time of the usual conference – 
one in NZ (Christchurch) and one in 
Australia.  

We would very much appreciate your 
feedback on this proposed initiative. 
Please email Adrian Sawyer (adrian.
sawyer@canterbury.ac.nz) and me 
(Lisa.Marriott@vuw.ac.nz) with your 

feedback by the end of July. 

We are interested in hearing from 
anyone interested in hosting the 
Australian symposium. So, if this is 
something that may be of interest 
to you, please also get in touch with 
Adrian and me. 

Our plan is that there will still be 
a 2021 edition of JATTA. We are 
finalising these arrangements and will 
report back to you in a future ATTA 
Newsletter. 

Please also see the tribute below [at 
5] to Paul Drum who was well-known 
to many in the tax profession. 

With best wishes    

Lisa

Lisa Marriott
President – ATTA

01 |   PRESIDENTIAL COLUMN

President’s Note

02 |   ATTA’S 33RD ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Both the ATTA 2021 conference organising committee and the ATTA Executive have reached the unprecedented decision that 
we are postponing the January 2021 conference to 19-21 January 2022 (equivalent dates) due to the impact of COVID-19.  
The decision comes with a background of borders being closed and likely at best to open to Australia only (meaning a large 
portion of our attendees from outside the region could not come), and with many academics and graduate students facing 
reduced conference budgets and thus being unable to attend.

Adrian Sawyer (adrian.sawyer@canterbury.ac.nz)

mailto:adrian.sawyer%40canterbury.ac.nz?subject=
mailto:adrian.sawyer%40canterbury.ac.nz?subject=
mailto:Lisa.Marriott%40vuw.ac.nz?subject=
mailto:adrian.sawyer%40canterbury.ac.nz?subject=
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04 |   ARRIVALS, DEPARTURES AND HONOURS

Welcome
Adrian Hanrahan is a sessional lecturer and tutor at Curtin Law School teaching 
Superannuation and Estate Planning subjects. Adrian works in private wealth advisory for 
Australian Unity and is a Certified Financial Planner practitioner with the Financial Planning 
Association, registered tax practitioner, qualified accountant and a SMSF specialist adviser.  
Adrian holds a Bachelor of Laws (Curtin University), a Bachelor of Economics & Financial 
Planning (Curtin University) and a Masters in Investment Management & Financial Planning 
(Kaplan Professional).  Adrian is an experienced presenter for Legalwise and the Institute of 
Public Accountants and sits on a number of national committees representing the financial 
planning profession and responding to draft legislation and government consultations on 
taxation and superannuation law matters.  Adrian’s areas of interest include the interaction 
of the taxation and transfer system, Chapter 7 of the Corporations Act and contemporary 
issues in elder law.

03 |   ATTA 2021 SYMPOSIUM SUGGESTION

The full formal ATTA conference to be held in Christchurch in January 2021 will now be postponed until January 2022. In an 
attempt to provide a feeling of collegiality and continuity to the ATTA community it is suggested that a one day symposium 
be held both in New Zealand and Australia. This would in particular provide an opportunity for PhD students within our 
discipline to present their ongoing research and receive valuable feedback. There would be no particular ‘theme’ to the 
symposium so all papers are welcome. 

The proposed symposium will be held in lieu of the official ATTA conference. One suggestion is to hold a one day symposium 
at the University of Canterbury, with potentially a similar one day event in Australia. Expressions of interest are welcome for 
someone in Brisbane, Melbourne or Sydney to host a symposium. The symposiums could be run on different days with the 
opportunity to have people either ‘Zoom’ in to the sessions or attend in person. There would be no concurrent sessions.

Abstracts
Abstracts only would be required prior to the event to put together a programme. There would be no formal review of 
papers. Abstracts would be required by 30 November 2020.

Symposium Dates Suggested
The dates tentatively being considered would be around the usual ATTA conference time, with perhaps the New Zealand 
symposium being held on Wednesday 20 January 2021 and the Australian symposium, should one go ahead, on Thursday 21 
January.

Cost
The University of Canterbury has expressed willingness to host the NZ symposium. We anticipate a small cost for those 
attending in person to cover catering expenses. 

Tentative Day Programme

• Welcome
• Morning Presentations (with a morning tea break) 9am to 12 noon
• Lunch and mingling (1 metre apart) 12 noon to 1pm
• Afternoon Presentations (with an afternoon tea break) 1pm to 5pm
• Social Event and Dinner 6pm (for those attending in person)

Presentations
The usual 20 to 25 minutes presentation with up to 10 minutes for comments/questions.

Feedback from the ATTA community is sought as to whether this would be of interest to proceed. Please email your views to 
Adrian Sawyer (adrian.sawyer@canterbury.ac.nz), and Lisa Marriott (Lisa.Marriott@vuw.ac.nz) by the end of July.   

mailto:adrian.sawyer%40canterbury.ac.nz?subject=
mailto:Lisa.Marriott%40vuw.ac.nz?subject=
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05 |   TRIBUTE TO PAUL DRUM

It is with very great sadness that we advise that our colleague Paul Drum 
FCPA passed away unexpectedly last week after suffering a suspected heart 
attack.

Paul has been the voice of CPA Australia in the public debate for more than 
22 years.  He has been at the forefront of policy debates in Australia and 
globally advocating for CPA Australia, our members and the interests of the 
profession.

Paul was deeply respected by policy makers around the world for his 
expertise in the tax and business arena.  His skills as a communicator 
meant he was regularly featured in the media in print, radio and television 
and he was much sought after as a presenter at business conferences.  
Members would also be very familiar with Paul’s work through his prominent contributions to INTHEBLACK over many years.

Many members would have known Paul personally and would know that in addition to being a highly intelligent and passionate 
advocate, he was extremely generous and very funny.  He was not just a colleague but also a much-loved friend.  

Paul has made an extraordinary contribution to CPA Australia and he will be greatly missed.

Our thoughts are with his wife Heather, and two daughters Elizabeth and Gabrielle at this very sad time.

  Peter Wilson AM FCPA     Andrew Hunter
  President and Chair     CEO
  On behalf of CPA Australia’s Board of Directors  CPA Australia

Source: Emails to Brett Freudenberg and Dale Pinto, 1 June 2020

Paul was a keynote speaker at the 2018 ATTA Conference at Monash University. See more here: Monash Past Events

1961 - 2020

https://www.monash.edu/business/events/past-events/australasian-tax-teachers-association-conference-2018
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06 |   BULLETIN BOARD

 Do you have a Bulletin Board item?
Please email your Bulletin Board items to the Editor for 
inclusion in forthcoming editions of ATTA News.

 JATTA Notice
Please remember that submissions are still open for 
the 2020 edition of JATTA. We have extended the final 
submission date until the end of June, so please consider 
submitting an article for publication. The journal publishes 
on a diverse range of tax topics – and the article does not 
need to have been presented at the conference this year. 

Please email your submission to John McLaren at: john.
mclaren@utas.edu.au

 Vacancies
Lecturer/Assistant Professor/Associate Professor of 
Accounting 

• Posting Number: F29P
• Location: Halifax, Canada
• Position Type: Tenure Stream
• Closing Date: 31 August 2020

The Rowe School of Business (RSB) [Dalhousie University] 
invites applications for a probationary tenure-track or 
tenure-track appointment in Accounting at the rank of 
Lecturer, Assistant or Associate Professor (dependent 
upon qualifications and experience), commencing July 1, 
2021 (negotiable). Applicants must have a PhD (or ABD) 
in Accounting from an accredited business school and 
a Canadian CPA designation in good standing. Evidence 
of teaching effectiveness in upper level courses and of 
strong research performance are required. Candidates 
must be able to meet the School’s accrediting body’s 
(AACSB) academic qualification requirements.

The successful applicant will be expected to engage in 
leading-edge research with faculty in Accounting, to teach 
courses in these areas at the undergraduate and graduate 
levels, and to contribute to the academic life of the 
School through committee service and other activities. 
Preference will be given to candidates who have 
demonstrated depth of teaching ability in intermediate 
and advanced accounting courses as evidenced by a 
history of strong teaching evaluations. 

 Athens Institute for Education and 
Research 

Dear Colleague,

I would like to bring to your attention the organization of 
the 17th Annual International Conference on Law, 13-14 
July 2020, Athens, Greece (Academics Responsible: Dr. 
David A. Frenkel, LL.D., Emeritus Professor, Law Area, 
Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management, 
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Beer-Sheva, Israel 
& Dr. Michael P. Malloy, Distinguished Professor & 
Scholar, University of the Pacific, USA.). You are more 
than welcome to submit a proposal for presentation. The 
situation with the pandemic in Greece is good and if it 
continues we might be able to accept onsite presentations 
too. Please note that in order to organize onsite 
presentations we need a minimum number of participants 
to come to Athens. Of course, the onsite presentations 
will be combined with the remote presentations of the 
participants who won’t be able to travel to Athens. If you 
are interested in presenting either online, or onsite, our 
administration can send you more information.

My best regards, 

Nick 

Dr Nicholas Pappas 
Vice President of Academic & Membership, Athens 
Institute for Education and Research (ATINER)
Professor, Sam Houston University, USA

<atiner@athenian-meeting.gr>

mailto:c.fong%40unsw.edu.au?subject=ATTA%20News%20Bulletin%20Board%20Item
mailto:john.mclaren%40utas.edu.au?subject=Submission%20to%20JATTA%202020
mailto:john.mclaren%40utas.edu.au?subject=Submission%20to%20JATTA%202020
http://dal.peopleadmin.ca/postings/2337
http://dal.peopleadmin.ca/postings/2337
http://www.dal.ca/faculty/management/rsb.html
http://www.dal.ca/hiringfordiversity
mailto:atiner%40athenian-meeting.gr?subject=
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07 |   TAX LAW DEVELOPMENTS

New Zealand
The Taxation (Use of Money Interest Rates) Amendment Regulations 2020 (NZ) decrease the taxpayer’s rate of interest on 
unpaid tax from 8.35% to 7.00% per annum; and decrease the Commissioner’s rate of interest on overpaid tax from 0.81% to 
0.0% per annum.

The changes take effect from 8 May 2020. 

Jonathan Barrett 

Australia
Watson as trustee for the Murrindindi Bushfire Class Action Settlement Fund v Commissioner of Taxation [2020] FCAFC 92 

Kenny, Davies and Thawley JJ – 27 May 2020 

Catchwords:
• Taxation – allowable deductions – where the taxpayer is the scheme administrator of the Murrindindi Bushfire Class 

Action Settlement Scheme – whether the costs and expenses incurred by the taxpayer in administering the Scheme are 
deductible under s 8-1 of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997 (Cth) – whether the costs were incurred in gaining or 
producing assessable income – whether the costs were incurred in carrying on a business – whether the costs were an 
outgoing of capital or of a capital nature – appeal dismissed

The court orders that:
1. The appeal be dismissed.
2. Subject to Order 3, the appellant pay the respondent’s costs, as agreed or assessed.
3. If either party seeks a different order as to costs, such party is to file short written submissions within 7 days.

Deputy Commissioner of Taxation v Shi [2020] FCAFC 100

Davies, Lee and Stewart JJ – 4 June 2020

Catchwords:
• Evidence - privilege against self-incrimination - where disclosure order in connection with freezing orders required 

disclosure of worldwide assets - where respondent objected to disclosure of certain information on the basis that it 
may tend to incriminate and filed a privilege affidavit under s 128A(2) of the Evidence Act 1995 (Cth) (Evidence Act) – 
where respondent applied for return of privilege affidavit – construction of s 128A of the Evidence Act – onus of proof 
under s 128A(6) of the Evidence Act – whether primary judge erred in finding that the interests of justice did not require 
disclosure of the information in the privilege affidavit – interests of justice did not require disclosure

The court orders that:
1. Leave to appeal on the first ground of the draft notice of appeal be granted.
2. Leave to appeal on the second, third and fourth grounds of the draft notice of appeal be refused.
3. The appeal be dismissed.
4. The Applicant pay the Respondent’s costs of the proceeding.
5. Subject to order 6, the copy of the Privilege Affidavit retained by the Court (and the original if it is located) be returned to 

the First Respondent pursuant to section 128A(5) of the Evidence Act 1995.
6. Order 5 be stayed until the later of:

(a) 28 days from the date of these orders; or
(b) the determination of any application for special leave to appeal to the High Court from these orders filed before the 
expiry of 28 days from the date of these orders; or
(c) in the event that special leave to appeal from these orders is granted, the determination of that appeal; or
(d) the determination of any application commencing proceedings in the original jurisdiction of the High Court filed 
before the expiry of 28 days from the date of these orders.

7. The copy of the Privileged Affidavit retained by the Court (and the original if it is located) remain in a sealed envelope 
marked “confidential” until further order of the Court.

https://jade.io/article/736776
https://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/full/2020/2020fcafc0100
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Brown v Commissioner of Taxation [2020] FCA 817

Kerr, J – 9 June 2020

Catchwords:
• Taxation - director penalties - application for review of decision of delegate of Commissioner of Taxation under 

Administrative Decisions (Judicial Review) Act 1977 (Cth) - where delegate decided that defence in s 269-35(2) of Sched 
1 to the Taxation Administration Act 1953 (Cth) not made out - where no reference in reasons to s 269-35(3) as would 
inform analysis of what constituted “reasonable steps” – Canty v Deputy Commissioner of Taxation [2005] NSWCA 84; 63 
NSWLR 152 – case distinguishable on the facts – not to be substituted for the words of the statute – decision set aside

• Taxation – director penalties – application for review of decision of delegate of Commissioner of Taxation under 
Administrative Decisions (Judicial Review) Act 1977 (Cth) – whether remittal to Commissioner futile – not inevitable that 
relief would be refused – remittal not futile due to concurrent proceedings in Supreme Court of Queensland – matter 
remitted to Commissioner for determination according to law

The court orders that:
1. Having regard to sections 5(1)(f) and 5(2)(b) of the Administrative Decisions (Judicial Review) Act 1977 (Cth) (ADJR Act), 

the decision of the delegate of the Commissioner of Taxation dated 5 March 2019 under s 269-35(4A) of Schedule 1 to 
the Taxation Administration Act 1953 (Cth) is set aside pursuant to s 16 of the ADJR Act, and the matter remitted to the 
Commissioner for determination according to law.

2. The Respondent pay the Applicant’s costs, as agreed or assessed.

Colin Fong

08 |   CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

17th Annual International Conference on Law
Presentation Papers

More information on page 5 of this edition of ATTA News.

Nicholas Pappas 

Journal of the Australasian Tax Teachers Association
Volume 15 | Issue 1

Ranking: B
Manuscripts Submission Deadline: 30 June 2020
Publication Date: November/December 2020

John McLaren
Australian Tax Review
Special Issue: Current Topics in International Taxation

Ranking: A
Manuscripts Submission Deadline: 15 June 2020
Publication Date: November/December 2020

Anthony Ting, Kerrie Sadiq and Dale Pinto

Austaxpolicy.com Blog (Tax and Transfer Policy Institute)
TTPI Working Papers and Policy Briefs

Ranking: N/A
Manuscripts Submission Deadline: Continually
Publication Date: Continually

tax.policy@anu.edu.au

https://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/single/2020/2020fca0817
http://trn.taxsage.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/20-01-31-Call-for-papers.pdf
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/about/style-guide/
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09 |   TAX AND RELATED MEETINGS

Domestic
Various domestic events happening in the foreseeable future are listed below.

14th International Conference on Tax Administration

Provisional Dates: 3-4 November 2020
Location: Sydney and Online
Cost: $165 - $1,035
Theme: New Frontiers in Tax Administration

We will be back in touch probably around the end of June to confirm the 
conference is going ahead and open registrations.  We will also confirm at that time 

if there is a limited opportunity to add some new papers to our program on the 
experience of responding to the pandemic.

Presenters please note we will be in touch to advise you of the new deadline for 
papers in case you want to refresh yours to take account of recent extraordinary 

developments!

Please hold the dates so you can join us to hear from leading academics, policy 
makers and practitioners about current and future global trends.

Inaugural Tax Special Interest Group

Scheduled to be held at AFAANZ 
Conference planned for Melbourne in 

2020 has been cancelled and postponed 
until 2021.

Annual Tax Research Symposium 

Normally organised by Griffith 
University, and held in July, will not 

run in 2020 because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

2021 ATTA Conference

More information on pages 2 and 3 of 
this edition of ATTA News.

ANU/Crawford School/TTPI Events

As a precautionary measure and based upon advice from an ANU expert panel, all public and social events at ANU including 
Crawford School have been cancelled until the end of semester one. This includes events organised by the Tax and Transfer 

Policy Institute (TTPI).

The Tax Institute Law Council of Australia Australian Conference Alerts

International
Various international events happening in the foreseeable future are listed below.

21st Global Conference on 
Environmental Taxation

Date: 24-25 September 2020
Location: Online
Cost: Unknown
Theme: Environmental Taxation in an Era 
of COVID-19

5th International Taxpayer Rights 
Conference

Date: Postponed to 6-7 October 2021
Location: Pretoria, South Africa
Cost: USD$325 
Theme: Taxpayer Rights, Human Rights: 
Issues for Developing Countries

International Fiscal Association Congress

Date: Postponed to 10-15 September 
2022
Location: Cancun, Mexico
Cost: Unknown 
Theme: TBA

Canadian Tax Foundation Institute for Fiscal Studies
Institute for Austrian and International 

Tax Law

International Bureau of Fiscal 
Documentation

International Fiscal Association International Tax Planning Association

International Bar Association
International Events and Law 

Conferences
Practising Law Institute

American Bar Association New York Bar Association Hieros Gamos Worldwide Law Events

https://www.business.unsw.edu.au/news-events/events/14th-international-conference-on-tax-administration
https://services.anu.edu.au/news-events/precautionary-measures-for-covid-19-on-anu-campuses
https://services.anu.edu.au/news-events/precautionary-measures-for-covid-19-on-anu-campuses
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/news/event-postponements-at-crawford-school
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/news/event-postponements-at-crawford-school
https://www.taxinstitute.com.au/professional-development
https://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/events
https://conferencealerts.com/country-listing.php?page=1&ipp=All&country=Australia
https://vermontlaw.edu/GCET21
https://vermontlaw.edu/GCET21
https://taxpayer-rights.org/international-conference-on-taxpayer-rights-registration/
https://taxpayer-rights.org/international-conference-on-taxpayer-rights-registration/
https://www.ifa.nl/ifa-congresses
http://www.ctf.ca/ctfweb/en
http://www1.ifs.org.uk/conferences/index.shtml
https://www.wu.ac.at/en/taxlaw/eventsmain
https://www.wu.ac.at/en/taxlaw/eventsmain
http://www.ibfd.org/portal/app?bookmarkablePage=org.ibfd.portal.presentation.TaxCourses 
http://www.ibfd.org/portal/app?bookmarkablePage=org.ibfd.portal.presentation.TaxCourses 
http://www.ifa.nl/pages/default.aspx
http://www.itpa.org/meetings.html
https://www.ibanet.org/Conferences/conferences_home.aspx
http://internationaleventsandlawconferences.yolasite.com
http://internationaleventsandlawconferences.yolasite.com
http://www.pli.edu/
https://www.americanbar.org/events-cle/
http://www.nysba.org/
http://www.hg.org/legal-events.asp
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10 |   RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Readers are encouraged to inform the Editor of recently written publications for inclusion in these pages. 

Domestic
Chartered Accountants Australia and New Zealand

ATTA Member contribution(s) 
• Peter Vial - ‘Budget 2020: Our scorecard’ 

The Conversation

ATTA Member contribution(s) 
• Victoria Plekhanova - ‘Google and Facebook pay way less 

tax in New Zealand than in Australia – and we’re paying 
the price’, 13 May 2020

• Ann Kayis-Kumar, Fiona Anne Martin, Jack Noone and 
Michael Walpole - ‘Performers and sole traders find it 
hard to get JobKeeper in part because they get behind on 
their paperwork’, 25 May 2020

Tax and Transfer Policy Institute
Working Papers

Papers of Interest
• Nicolas Herault and Guyonne Kalb - ‘Understanding the 

rising trend in female labour force participation’, Paper 
No 5/2020

Tax and Transfer Policy Institute
Austaxpolicy.com Blog

ATTA Member contribution(s)
• Livia Gonzaga, Leslie Nethercott and Esin Ozdil - 

‘Understanding the Implications of Country-By-Country 
Reporting for Australia’, 11 May 2020

• Miranda Stewart and Maria Sandoval-Guzman - ‘Australia 
Needs a Sustainable Green Approach to Tax Reform’, 4 
June 2020

• Victoria Plekhanova - ‘International Tax Policy for the 
Global Platform Economy’, 9 June 2020

Articles of Interest
• Steven Hamilton - ‘How to Tweak JobKeeper, If We Must’, 

12 May 2020
• Peter Davidson - ‘A Basic Income for Hard Times’, 7 May 

2020 
• Peter Whiteford - ‘When the Coronavirus Supplement 

Stops, JobSeeker Needs to Increase by $185 a Week’, 25 
May 2020 

• Yvette Mojica-Perez, Sarah Callinan and Michael 
Livingston - ‘Examining Beverage-Specific Trends in Youth 
Drinking in Australia Before and After the Implementation 
of the ‘Alcopops Tax’, 21 May 2020 

• Cathryn Lee and Chris Richardson - ‘The Outlook for the 
Australian Budget’, 18 May 2020

Taxation in Australia
2020 | Volume 54 | Issue 8

ATTA Member contribution(s)
• Peter Godber - ‘Influential leaders to address The Tax 

Summit 2020’

Other Articles:
• Giles Hurst - ‘Reaching the summit through considered 

investments’
• Stephanie Caredes - ‘Success breeds success’
• Andrew Burns - Tax and natural disasters
• Studying towards GDATL and CTA
• Peter Slegers and Joshua Pascale - ‘Trust asset 

revaluation strategies revisiting the practice’
• Ian Raspin and Mark Morris - ‘Death and income tax - 

Some discrete issues: Part 1’
• David Montani - ‘Foreign residents and the main 

residence exemption no more’ 
• Edward Hennebry - ‘Interpreting and varying trust 

deeds’ 
• Daniel Butler and Bryce Figot - ‘What is a reversionary 

pension?’
• Michael Norbury - ‘Eichmann and storing on vacant 

land’ 
• Luke Bugden and Nick Rogaris - ‘Foreign superannuation 

funds and sovereign immunity’

New Zealand Journal of Taxation Law & Policy
2020 | Volume 25 | Issue 1

ATTA Member contribution(s)
• Adrian Sawyer and Lin Mei Tan - ‘Editorial’

• Lisa Marriott and Jonathan Barrett - ‘Income and Asset 
Deprivation as Applied to Student Allowances and the 
Residential Care Subsidy’

• Sue Yong and Brett Freudenberg - ‘Perceptions of Tax 
Compliance by SMEs and Tax Practitioners in New 
Zealand: A Divergent View?’

• Arnaldo Purba and Alfred Tran - ‘Base Erosion and Profit 
Shifting in Indonesia’

Other Articles:
• David Sutton - ‘Why New Zealand Is Alone in the OECD 

in Resisting the Introduction of a Capital Gains Tax: 
Examining the Recent Debate’

https://www.charteredaccountantsanz.com/news-and-analysis/insights/opinion/budget-2020-our-report-card
https://theconversation.com/google-and-facebook-pay-way-less-tax-in-new-zealand-than-in-australia-and-were-paying-the-price-137075
https://theconversation.com/google-and-facebook-pay-way-less-tax-in-new-zealand-than-in-australia-and-were-paying-the-price-137075
https://theconversation.com/google-and-facebook-pay-way-less-tax-in-new-zealand-than-in-australia-and-were-paying-the-price-137075
https://theconversation.com/performers-and-sole-traders-find-it-hard-to-get-jobkeeper-in-part-because-they-get-behind-on-their-paperwork-137997
https://theconversation.com/performers-and-sole-traders-find-it-hard-to-get-jobkeeper-in-part-because-they-get-behind-on-their-paperwork-137997
https://theconversation.com/performers-and-sole-traders-find-it-hard-to-get-jobkeeper-in-part-because-they-get-behind-on-their-paperwork-137997
https://taxpolicy.crawford.anu.edu.au/publication
https://taxpolicy.crawford.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/publication/taxstudies_crawford_anu_edu_au/2020-05/complete_herault_kalb_may_2020.pdf
https://taxpolicy.crawford.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/publication/taxstudies_crawford_anu_edu_au/2020-05/complete_herault_kalb_may_2020.pdf
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/understanding-the-implications-of-country-by-country-reporting-for-australia/
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/understanding-the-implications-of-country-by-country-reporting-for-australia/
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/australia-needs-a-sustainable-green-approach-to-tax-reform/
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/australia-needs-a-sustainable-green-approach-to-tax-reform/
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/international-tax-policy-for-the-global-platform-economy/
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/international-tax-policy-for-the-global-platform-economy/
https://search.informit.com.au/browsePublication;py=2020;vol=54;res=IELAPA;issn=0494-8343;iss=8
https://search.informit.com.au/browsePublication;py=2020;vol=54;res=IELAPA;issn=0494-8343;iss=9
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International
Please note some of the overseas publications listed may not yet be available locally. Links have been provided where possible.

National Tax Journal 
2020 | Volume 73 | Issue 1

Articles of Interest:
• Riley Wilson - ‘The EITC and Employment Transitions: Labor Force Attachment and Annual Exit’
• Thomas R Kubick, G Brandon Lockhart, and John R Robinson - ‘Does Inside Debt Moderate Corporate Tax Avoidance?’ 
• Vanda Almeida - ‘Income Inequality and Redistribution in the Aftermath of the 2007–2008 Crisis: The US Case’
• Gila Bronshtein and Christos A Makridis - ‘The Declining Insurance Benefit in the Municipal Bond Market’
• Austin J Drukker, Ted Gayer, and Alexander K Gold - ‘Tax-Exempt Municipal Bonds and the Financing of Professional Sports 

Stadiums’
• William F Fox - ‘The Influence of Autonomous Vehicles on State Tax Revenues’
• Ronald C Fisher - ‘Governmental Expenditure Implications of Autonomous Vehicles’
• Benjamin Y Clark - ‘The Impacts of Autonomous Vehicles on Local Government Budgeting and Finance: Case of Solid Waste 

Collection’

National Tax Journal 
2020 | Volume 73 | Issue 2

Articles of Interest:
• Jost H Heckemeyer and Aaron K Hemmerich - ‘Information Exchange and Tax Haven Investment in OECD Securities Markets’
• Taylor Cranor, Jacob Goldin, Tatiana Homonoff, and Lindsay Moore - ‘Communicating Tax Penalties to Delinquent Taxpayers: 

Evidence from a Field Experiment’
• Michael Overesch, Sabine Strueder, and Georg Wamser - ‘Do US Firms Avoid More Taxes Than Their European Peers? On 

Firm Characteristics and Tax Legislation as Determinants of Tax Differentials’
• Erik Hembre - ‘TANF Effective Benefit Guarantees, Tax Rates, and Child-Only Penalties, 2000-2016’
• Louis Kaplow - ‘A Unified Perspective on Efficiency, Redistribution, and Public Policy’
• D Mark Anderson, Kyutaro Matsuzawa, and Joseph J Sabia - ‘Cigarette Taxes and Teen Marijuana Use’
• Benjamin Hansen, Keaton Miller, Boyoung Seo, and Caroline Weber - ‘Taxing the Potency of Sin Goods: Evidence from 

Recreational Cannabis and Liquor Markets’
• Christopher Mace, Elena Patel, and Nathan Seegert - ‘Marijuana Taxation and Imperfect Competition’
• Douglas A Kahn and Howard Bromberg - ‘Medical Marijuana, Taxation, and Internal Revenue Code Section 280E’

Taxation in Australia
2020 | Volume 54 | Issue 10

ATTA Member contribution(s)
• Peter Godber - ‘Operating in a COVID-19 

world – together’

Other Articles:
• Giles Hurst - ‘From strength to strength 

with our members’
• Bruce Quigley - ‘We’re all in this together’
• David Montani - ‘Limiting deductions for 

“vacant land”’
• Renuka Somers - ‘Structuring cross-border 

transactions: Part 2’
• Jared Clements - ‘Constructive ownership 

under the WA Duties Act’
• Tim Donlan and Katerina Peiros - ‘Foreign 

person: Potential discretionary trust 
beneficiary’

Taxation in Australia
2020 | Volume 54 | Issue 9

ATTA Member contribution(s)
• Peter Godber - ‘Reflections from The Tax Summit 2020’

Other Articles:
• Giles Hurst - ‘At the heart of a thriving tax community’ 
• Stephanie Caredes - ‘Is 40 the new 30?’ 
• Jordan Phung - ‘The application of GST to sales of real property’
• Renuka Somers - ‘Structuring cross-border transactions: Part 1’
• Tamara Cardan - ‘The director penalty regime and its extension to 

GST’ 
• Ian Raspin, Mark Morris and Lyn Freshwater - ‘Death and income tax 

- Some discrete issues: Part 2’
• Courtney van Zyl - ‘SMSF death benefit distributions: Lessons from 

Marsella v Wareham’
• Denise Tan - ‘Transfer to a trustee found to be non-dutiable’
• Daniel Butler - ‘How the CGT rules work when a pension is in play’
• Edwin Baghdasarayan and Jonathan Malone - ‘TA 2020/1: Intangible 

assets’

https://www.ntanet.org/NTJ/73/1/
https://www.ntanet.org/NTJ/73/2/
https://search.informit.com.au/browsePublication;py=2020;vol=54;res=IELAPA;issn=0494-8343;iss=9
https://search.informit.com.au/browsePublication;py=2020;vol=54;res=IELAPA;issn=0494-8343;iss=9
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11 |   QUOTABLE QUOTES

“Late yesterday, the ATO and Treasury advised the Government of a reporting 
error in estimates of the number of employees likely to access the JobKeeper 
program. The enrolment forms completed by 910,055 businesses who have 
self-assessed as eligible under the scheme had indicated that this program 
would cover around 6.5 million eligible employees. The ATO’s review of these 
forms has found that around 1,000 of those businesses appear to have made 
significant errors when reporting the estimate of eligible employees on their 
enrolment form. The most common error was that instead of reporting the 
number of employees they expected to be eligible, they reported the amount 
of assistance they expected to receive. For example, over 500 businesses 
with ‘1’ eligible employee reported a figure of ‘1,500’ (which is the amount of 
JobKeeper payment they would expect to receive for each fortnight for that 
employee).

This reporting error has come to light as the ATO and Treasury have been 
analysing the amounts being paid out under the scheme, reconciling these with 
the estimates provided by enrolled businesses of the likely number of eligible 
employees. It was not picked up by the ATO earlier as their primary focus in 
the first fortnight of JobKeeper payments was on ensuring that JobKeeper 
payments were paid promptly to those eligible for them, and not paid to those 
who were ineligible. These initial estimates from businesses of employees 
covered are not linked to payments, and so were not as carefully analysed.”

Read more here: Treasury JobKeeper Media Release

Comedy Group Sketchshe send up 
Australian Government’s JobKeeper 
allowance in hilarious new skit.

Read more here: Grazia Magazine

Source: Warrandytediary.com

“The estimated cost of the scheme has been revised down to $70 billion, however it is a demand-driven program.

“This reporting error has come to light as the ATO and Treasury have been analysing the amounts being paid out under 
the scheme, reconciling these with the estimates provided by enrolled businesses of the likely number of eligible 
employees,” Treasury said in a statement.

“It was not picked up by the ATO earlier as their primary focus in the first fortnight of JobKeeper payments was on 
ensuring that JobKeeper payments were paid promptly to those eligible for them, and not paid to those who were 
ineligible.

“These initial estimates from businesses of employees covered are not linked to payments, and so were not as carefully 
analysed.”

Australian Taxation Office Second Commissioner Jeremy Hirschhorn said when they noticed the discrepancy between 
the projected number of applicants and the actual number, they did a “line-by-line” analysis to determine what was 
happening.

“What became clear to us is about 1000 of the 900,000 employers had misunderstood that question in the enrolment 
form,” Mr Hirschhorn said.bHe said the data from that part of the form was being collected for “analytical purposes 
only” and money was only paid after the Tax Office went through each nominated employee’s details.

“With hindsight, perhaps the form could have been more straightforward,” Mr Hirschhorn said.

“However, I do note that only 1000 of the 900,000 employers misinterpreted that question. So the question was clearly 
reasonably clear - it is just unfortunate that 1000 employers misunderstood it.”

The revision was also necessary because “economy has been more resilient than anticipated in the original estimates, 
which is good news,” Mr Hirschhorn said.”

Katie Burgess

Read more here: Canberra Times

https://treasury.gov.au/media-release/jobkeeper-update
https://graziamagazine.com/articles/sketchshe-response-to-jobkeeper
http://warrandytediary.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/P18-home-office001.jpeg
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6766556/reporting-error-sees-jobkeeper-cost-revised-down-60-billion/#gsc.tab=0
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“An Adelaide-based accountant told news.com.au the more unusual refunds included over the years was the 
depreciation of breast implants by a stripper and flight attendants claiming moisturiser – one claimed more than 
$3000 worth of the beauty product in one year.

Over in Sydney, Ben Johnston from Willett Johnston Partners said his broad range of clients have included professional 
football players who can seek a deduction on gym memberships and various items including mouth guards.

“Sex workers for example can claim vibrators and fetish equipment but you can’t really say to a schoolteacher that 
you can claim a vibrator, it’s not deductible for them because they’re not in that industry,” he told news.com.au.

“It’s a tool of trade, there’s a nexus there between earning your income and equipment required to be able to earn 
that income.

“It’s the same as footy players who can claim mouth guards, gym fees and sunglasses and things that a lot of other 
industries and occupations can’t claim.””

James Hall 

Read more here: News.com.au

“The JobKeeper fiasco is “a rolled 
gold stuff-up of the highest order. 
It is the sort of scene that might 
happen in a primary school maths 
test.””

Mark Riley

Source: Insiders, ABC TV 

““As the secretary of the Treasury I take full responsibility for the revised costing of the JobKeeper program and all matters 
associated with the advice that Treasury has provided,” Dr Kennedy said.

The government was hounding people to their graves for not being able to dig up years old payslips and yet someone 
“takes full responsibility” for being $60 billion dollars out in jobkeeper and it’s oh well better luck next time.

— captain pirate monkey with an airship (@jonkudelka) June 9, 2020

But Opposition Leader Anthony Albanese said it was “pathetic” Treasurer Josh Frydenberg had let Dr Kennedy to take the 
fall.

“The idea that Josh Frydenberg thinks it’s acceptable to have a public servant accept responsibility for a scheme that he 
has implemented under the Westminster system is just quite frankly pathetic,” Mr Albanese said.

Senator Cormann denied it was an accounting error, instead preferring to describe it as an “estimates variation”.”

Read more here: News.com.au

“It sometimes pays to check the back of the sofa for those gold coins that can 
accidently roll out of your back pocket. Treasury and the Tax Office have done 
just that.

And, guess what? Instead of a few coins, the single sock and the fluff, they’ve 
come up with $60 billion dollars. Yes, after a review of the JobKeeper program, a 
truly astounding discovery — we won’t be plunging into debt to the tune of $130 
billion to fund it. And instead of supporting 6 million Australians, it will cover just 
over half that, at 3.5 million.

Putting aside the massive overcount, it’s very good news for the nation. It nearly 
halves the debt we thought we would accrue from this well received program. 
And that improves the nation’s outlook enormously.

How we got it so spectacularly wrong will be analysed from here to Christmas, 
but putting the embarrassment aside, this is very welcome news.”

Dean Bilton

Read more here: ABC News

https://www.news.com.au/finance/money/tax/things-you-cant-claim-on-your-tax-refund-the-sneaky-mistake-you-might-be-making/news-story/75d6fe4e4f072a762a2a25ec0c106188
https://twitter.com/InsidersABC?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.news.com.au/finance/economy/australian-economy/coronavirus-australia-jobkeeper-bungle-my-fault-says-treasury-secretary-steven-kennedy/news-story/60196fc418c71be1143e67edf1b51b3c
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-05-22/coronavirus-australia-live-news-covid-19-latest/12273654

