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1 Presidential column 

 

Hello and welcome to the March newsletter,  

 

I write to you in the second week of what has been an eventful start t the teaching year.  I’m 

sure many of you are in similar situations where you are needing to quickly adjust to the 

rapidly evolving situations universities find themselves in.  I’m sure I am not alone in having 

to upskill with technology to teach students who have been unable to return to university for 

classes this semester/trimester.  Hence, I have just this short message to you this month.  

 

One quick point – if you would like to raise a question about tax to the ATTA group, you can 

use the ATTA LinkedIn Group Page: https://www.linkedin.com/groups/13512139/   

The LinkedIn group was set up by Prof Brett Freudenberg for the purposes of helping the 

group stay connected and as a forum to engage over tax queries.  If you are not already a 

member of the group, do a 'request to join' for access. 

 

Please also note that due to the coronavirus pandemic, the annual Queensland Tax 

Researchers Symposium will not take place in 2020.   

 

We pass our congratulations on to Donovan Castelyn from Curtin University who was 

recently granted the Emerging Tax Star award by The Tax Institute (in the Tax Adviser of the 

Year Awards for 2020 – Australia’s most prestigious awards program for tax professionals).  

The award recognises an inspirational young tax professional who has been identified as a 

future leader in the profession.     

 

All the best, 

Lisa 

Lisa Marriott 

President – ATTA 
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2 ATTA’s 33rd Annual Conference  

 

The 33 Annual ATTA conference will be hosted by the UC Business School at the University 

of Canterbury from 20 to 22 January 2021 in Christchurch, New Zealand.  It will be held at 

Rydges Latimer in the Christchurch CBD, rather than at the University of Canterbury (UC).  

Bookings for a limited number of discounted rooms can be made direct to Rydges Latimer at: 

https://www.rydges.com/private-page/australasian-tax-teachers-association/ 

 

The welcome reception will be held at the International Antarctic Centre near Christchurch 

International Airport, with the conference dinner at the Great Hall at the Arts Centre in the 

CBD (part of UC’s campus before it moved out of the city during the 1960-70s).  A farewell 

BBQ will be held at Rydges Latimer at the conclusion of the conference.  

 

The theme is: The Future of Tax: More than Just Politics? 

 

More details will follow over the coming months. 

 

Adrian Sawyer  

 

 

3 Forum for Tax Questions 

 

If you want to raise to the ATTA group a question about tax (such as the interpretation of a 

case or legislation) then why don't to use the ATTA LinkedIn Group page: 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/13512139/ 

 

If you are not already a member just do a 'request to join'. 

 

Dr Brett Freudenberg | Professor - Tax Law 

Griffith Business School 

 

 

 

4 Arrivals, departures and honours 

 

 

Shaun Castor is a commencing PhD candidate at the UNSW School of Taxation and 

Business Law. He has spent a number of years working at large accounting firms, advising 

clients in the areas of corporate tax and international tax with experience in both tax advisory 

and compliance. He completed undergraduate degrees in commerce and law at the University 

of Wollongong and his research interests are in the anti-base erosion and profit shifting 

(BEPS) project, international tax treaties, tax consolidation and the interpretation of tax 

treaties and statutes. Shaun’s PhD research is focusing on jurisdictional responses to the 

OECD’s BEPS project. 

 

*********** 

 

Congratulations to Donovan Castelyn, Curtin University and Curtin Tax Clinic who won 

Emerging Tax Star award at the recent Tax Institute annual Tax Summit, held in Sydney, 11-

13 March 2020. Open to members and non-members with less than 5 years tax experience, 

this award recognises inspirational young tax professionals who are already proving 

themselves as future leaders in the profession. On the website it mentions: “Donovan is the 

Co-Founder and Clinic Supervisor of the Curtin Tax Clinic, Australia’s first pro-bono tax 

clinic and the impetus for the National Tax Clinic Program. Donovan is also an Associate 

Lecturer at Curtin University where he teaches into the taxation major and LLB streams with 



a primary focus on international taxation and Australian tax jurisprudence. Donovan’s 

research interests include comparative taxation, tax pedagogy and policy and design. Holding 

qualifications in both law and commerce, Donovan is admitted as a Lawyer of the Supreme 

Court of Western Australia. Having recently completed his Masters in International Taxation, 

Donovan now intends to further his studies through the CTA qualification and doctoral 

research in the field of taxation law.” https://info.taxinstitute.com.au/taxawards-1 

 

 
 

*********** 

 

 

5 ATTA people in the media 

 

Le, Van 

Barker, Eric and Major, Tom ‘Remote communities call on Federal Government for increases 

in tax concessions’ ABC North West Qld News 7 March 2020 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-03-07/remote-communities-call-for-increases-in-tax-

concessions/12021830 

 

 

6 Tax Special Interest Group at AFAANZ Conference 

 

I am writing to inform you of a new Special Interest Group (SIG) that we are developing and 

expect to host at the next Accounting and Finance Association of Australia and New Zealand 

(AFAANZ) conference, the Tax SIG. The Tax SIG is tasked with developing a supportive and 

productive environment for tax academics in Australia and New Zealand who are engaged in, 



or wish to engage in tax research and/or teaching. The Tax SIG will aim to encourage 

research and education in tax and foster relationships with industry to improve and 

contemporise academic contributions. This will be achieved through keynote presentations 

from leading tax academics and practitioners, panel sessions, research presentations and 

networking opportunities. Members may include those with interests in all areas of taxation 

including: 

 tax policy; 

 tax compliance and morale; 

 taxation of individuals;  

 taxation of structures; 

 international tax; 

 capital gains tax; 

 taxation of superannuation; and 

 indirect taxes. 

  

As we are planning to host the inaugural Tax SIG at the AFAANZ Conference in Melbourne 

in 2020, I would appreciate your kind cooperation and help in recruiting twenty interested 

participants (who are also members of AFAANZ) to establish a quorum. To register your 

interest, or to obtain any additional information, please contact the SIG organiser at: 

bronwyn.mccredie@qut.edu.au. 

  

I look forward to working with you to establish this valuable group and resource. 

  

Thank you and kind regards, 

 

 
 

Bronwyn McCredie 

 

 

7 Recent Australian tax cases 

 

The following cases are from the last month or more of Australian cases on tax and related 

matters, with the catchwords taken from the ATO <http://www.ato.gov.au>, AustLII 

<http://www.austlii.edu.au>, Federal Court <http://www.fedcourt.gov.au>, Victorian Bar Tax 

Bar Association <https://www.vicbar.com.au/public/bar-associations/tax/association-news>, 

NSW CaseLaw <http://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au> websites and BarNet Jade alerts.  

 

High Court of Australia 

 

BHP Billiton Limited v Commissioner Of Taxation [2020] HCA 5, Kiefel CJ, Gageler, Keane, 

Gordon and Edelman JJ, 11 March 2020 

Income tax (Cth) – Assessable income – Controlled foreign companies – Where Pt X of 

Income Tax Assessment Act 1936 (Cth) ("Act") attributes income of controlled foreign 

company ("CFC") to Australian resident taxpayer who has sufficiently substantial interest in it 

– Where BHP Billiton Marketing AG ("BMAG") CFC of BHP Billiton Ltd ("Ltd") – Where 

income of BMAG derived from sale of commodities purchased by BMAG from BHP Billiton 

http://www.ato.gov.au/


Plc's ("Plc") Australian entities – Where that income included in assessable income of Ltd if 

Plc's Australian entities "associates" of BMAG – Where company "associate" of entity under 

s 318(2) of Act if "sufficiently influenced" by entity – Where s 318(6)(b) provides that 

company "sufficiently influenced" by entity if accustomed or under obligation or might 

reasonably be expected to act in accordance with directions, instructions or wishes of entity – 

Where Ltd and Plc part of dual listed company arrangement and operated as if "single unified 

economic entity" – Whether Plc's Australian entities "associates" of BMAG – Whether Ltd 

"sufficiently influenced" by Plc – Whether Plc "sufficiently influenced" by Ltd – Whether 

BMAG "sufficiently influenced" by Plc and Ltd. 

Words and phrases – "assessable income", "associate", "attribute", "combined businesses", 

"controlled foreign company", "dual-listed", "effective control", "in accordance with the 

directions, instructions or wishes", "single unified economic entity", "sufficiently influenced", 

"tainted sales income". 

Appeal dismissed with costs. 

On appeal from the Federal Court of Australia 

https://jade.io/article/719488 

 

Federal Court of Australia 

 

Commissioner of Taxation v Travelex Limited [2020] FCAFC 10, Kenny, Derrington & 

Steward JJ, 14 February 2020 

Taxation – interest on overpayments – GST – where supplies which were GST-free 

erroneously included in Business Activity Statement – where taxpayer sent correspondence to 

Commissioner notifying that net amount in period ought to have been less than zero – where 

Commissioner purported to amend BAS to refund overpaid GST – where Commissioner 

refunded overpaid amounts – where taxpayer asserts Commissioner is required to pay interest 

from 14 days after the “effective date” of Commissioner’s “amendment” – whether 

Commissioner had power to amend BAS – effect of allocating an amount to a Running 

Balance Account – meaning of “RBA interest day” – whether correspondence to 

Commissioner a “notification that is required for the refund” under s 8AAZLG of the 

Taxation Administration Act 1953 (Cth) 

Administrative Appeals Tribunal 

The court orders that: 

1 The appeal be dismissed. 

2 The appellant pay the respondent’s costs of the appeal, as agreed or assessed. 

https://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/full/2020/2020fcafc0010 

 

Greig v Commissioner of Taxation [2020] FCAFC 25, Kenny, Derrington and Steward JJ, 02 

March 2020   

Taxation – allowable deductions – where taxpayer made 64 separate acquisitions of shares in 

one company – whether the taxpayer’s acquisition of shares was made in a “business 

operation or commercial transaction” within the meaning of the principle established in 

Federal Commissioner of Taxation v Myer Emporium Ltd (1987) 163 CLR 199 – whether 

loss or outgoing was incurred in gaining or producing assessable income – whether the shares 

had been held by the taxpayer on revenue account – whether the shares were purchased in 

circumstances which were akin to, or indistinguishable from, an ordinary investment engaged 

by a private investor 

Taxation – whether legal fees and share losses incurred by the taxpayer by reason of the 

compulsory transfer and cancellation of his shares were deductible under s 8-1 of the Income 

Tax Assessment Act 1997 (Cth) 

The court orders that: 

1 The appeal be allowed. 

2 The orders made by the Court on 20 July 2018 be set aside and in lieu thereof, it be ordered 

that the appeal against the objection decision dated 9 May 2017 be allowed. 



3 The matter be remitted to the respondent to take such further administrative action as is 

necessary to give effect to these orders. 

4 The respondent pay the appellant’s costs of the appeal and of the proceeding before the 

learned primary judge, to be taxed in default of agreement.  

https://jade.io/article/716790 

 

Hii v Commissioner of Taxation (No 2) [2020] FCA 345, Logan J, 4 Mar 2020     

Taxation - where the applicant seeks to challenge under s 39B of the Judiciary Act 1903 (Cth) 

an audit decision and an objection decision in relation to income tax, shortfall penalty and 

non-lodgement penalty assessments - where the audit decision overtaken wholly by the 

assessments - where subsequent objection decisions overtaken wholly by the  institution of 

taxation appeal and administrative review proceedings – where those taxation appeal and 

administrative review proceedings dismissed by the Federal Court and the Administrative 

Appeals Tribunal – where applicant has previously instituted proceedings to challenge 

collaterally the assessments both in the Federal Court of Australia (Federal Court) and the 

High Court of Australia (High Court) – where those proceedings were dismissed by Federal 

Court and by High Court  – where s 39B proceedings another form of collateral challenge that 

bear resemblance to those already disposed of in the Federal Court and the High Court – 

whether s 39B application should be dismissed summarily 

Held: s 39B challenge dismissed 

Practice and procedure – where the applicant seeks to challenge under s 39B of the Judiciary 

Act 1903 (Cth) an audit decision and an objection decision in relation to income tax, shortfall 

penalty and non-lodgement penalty assessments – where the audit decision overtaken wholly 

by the assessments – where subsequent objection decisions overtaken wholly by the 

institution of taxation appeal and administrative review proceedings – where those taxation 

appeal and administrative review proceedings dismissed by the Federal Court and the 

Administrative Appeals Tribunal – where applicant has previously instituted proceedings to 

challenge collaterally the assessments, objection and audit decisions in either or each of the 

Federal Court and the High Court – where those proceedings were dismissed by Federal Court 

and by High Court – whether the applicant was earlier denied natural justice – whether natural 

justice requires an affected person to avail themselves of an extended opportunity to be heard 

– whether the proceedings are subject to Anshun estoppel – whether the proceedings are an 

abuse of process or vexatious – whether applicant had frequently and without reasonable 

cause commenced or continued prior proceedings without reasonable case – whether 

vexatious proceedings order should be made – s 37AO of the Federal Court of Australia Act 

1976 (Cth) 

Held: vexatious proceedings order made 

https://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/single/2020/2020fca0345 

 

Deputy Commissioner of Taxation v Gould [2020] FCA 337, Davies J, 12 March 2020  

Evidence - application for interlocutory orders regarding examination of judgment debtor 

conducted before a Registrar under s 41.10 of the Federal Court Rules 2011 (Cth) - privilege 

against self-incrimination - whether Registrar has the power to issue a certificate under s 128 

of the Evidence Act 1995 (Cth) - whether Evidence Act 1995 (Cth) applies to examination of 

a judgment debtor – whether examination “proceedings in a federal court” within the meaning 

of the Evidence Act 1995 (Cth) – whether Registrar required to apply the rules of evidence 

when conducting examination – nature of examination of judgment debtor examination as 

part of inter partes proceeding requires Registrar to apply rules of evidence   

The court orders that: 

1 The respondent’s amended interlocutory application dated 5 March 2020 is dismissed. 

2 No order as to costs. 

https://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/single/2020/2020fca0337 

 

Commissioner of Taxation v Bosanac (No 6) [2020] FCA 339, McKerracher J, 16 March 2020    



Practice and procedure - cross-vesting - application for transfer of proceedings to the Family 

Court of Western Australia under s 5(4) of the Jurisdiction of Courts (Cross-vesting) Act 1987 

(Cth) - whether appropriate and in the interests of justice to cross-vest - whether 

Commissioner of Taxation's claim for declaratory relief over property interests was a 

‘matrimonial cause’ – whether Commissioner’s claim for declaratory relief would conflict 

with relief sought under ss 78 and 79 of the Family Law Act 1975 (Cth) – in circumstances 

where pursuing alteration of property interests under s 79 only a ‘mere possibility’ 

Practice and procedure – application for variation of freezing orders – where variation sought 

so that applications for costs orders in the Family Court of Western Australia can be made 

The court orders that: 

1 The cross-vesting application be dismissed. 

2 Order 10 in Annexure A to the orders made on 17 June 2015 and extended on 24 June 2015, 

29 July 2015 and varied and extended on 22 October 2015 and further extended on 1 

December 2015 be amended to add the following: 

(ba) transferring funds to the second respondent in compliance with any order made by the 

Family Court of Western Australia for you to pay the second respondent's legal costs in the 

Family Court of Western Australia proceedings. 

3 Costs of the application be in the cause. 

https://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/single/2020/2020fca0339 

 

New South Wales 

 

Snell v Deputy Commissioner of Taxation [2020] NSWCA 29, Gleeson JA at [1], Brereton JA 

at [2], Barrett AJA at [102], 04 March 2020  

Taxes and duties – Penalty proceedings under (CTH) Taxation Administration Act 1953 – 

Obligation to remit amounts withheld from wages and salaries paid to employee – 

Requirements of director penalty notice – Where amount claimed by Commissioner changed 

after giving director penalty notice – No requirement to give further notice before 

commencing recovery proceedings - No requirement to commence proceedings within a 

reasonable time after expiry of notice 

Taxes and duties – Penalty proceedings under (CTH) Taxation Administration Act 1953 s 

269-20 –Defence of justifiable non-participation in management under (CTH) Taxation 

Administration Act 1953 s 269-35 – What constitutes participation in management for the 

purposes of the defence – The defence must be established for the entire period from the “due 

day” until at least the expiry of the director penalty notice 

Held, dismissing the appeal (per Brereton JA; Gleeson JA and Barrett AJA agreeing): 

1 A DPN is required to state what the Commissioner thinks is the unpaid amount of the 

company’s liability, as at the date of the notice; however, the actual amount of the penalty 

recoverable is not dependent on nor controlled by what the Commissioner “thinks” it is at the 

time when the DPN is given. The only temporal requirement with respect to the DPN is that 

proceedings must not be commenced until the end of 21 days after the Commissioner gives 

the notice; there is no requirement that proceedings be commenced within any specific, or a 

reasonable, time after the notice is given: at [38]-[41]. 

2 To establish the defence provided by s 269-35(1), a director must satisfy its requirements 

for the entire period from the “due day” for the relevant period until at least expiry of the 

DPN, if not until compliance, administration or winding-up: at [96]. 

https://jade.io/article/717050 

 

Colin Fong 

 

 

8 Call for papers and submissions 

  

Australian Tax Review Special Issue: Current Topics in International Taxation 

 



Guest Editor Associate Professor Antony Ting, University of Sydney  

 

General Editors Professor Kerrie Sadiq, Queensland University of Technology  

Professor Dale Pinto, Curtin University 

 

Australian Tax Review is a highly regarded refereed taxation journal published since 1971.  It 

has maintained its “A” ranking in the 2019 Australian Business Deans Council journal quality 

list. It is seeking the submission of high-quality articles for a special issue of the journal to be 

published at the end of 2020. All submissions will be subject to the journal’s usual rigorous 

double-blind refereeing process.  

 

Themes 

The international tax regime has experienced significant challenges and changes in recent 

years.  The OECD BEPS project rode on the unprecedented political will aiming to strengthen 

international tax rules to tackle international tax avoidance by multinational enterprises. 

While the Final Reports of the 15 Action items were published in 2015, the OECD continues 

to work through the Inclusive Framework on several important topics, including the taxation 

of the digital economy, and special issues of transfer pricing. 

 

Countries have responded to the BEPS reports in different ways. Australia has embraced 

some recommendations enthusiastically, but is reluctant to adopt others. 

 

The domestic law on international taxation has been equally exciting.  Major recent tax cases 

in this area cover many important issues, including the increasingly important transfer pricing 

rules and the interaction between domestic tax law and tax treaties. 

 

This special issue covers some of these interesting matters, providing a snapshot of the 

international tax regime with respect to Australia at this exciting time in the tax world. 

 

Call for papers 

This special issue calls for submission of papers that engage with current topics in 

international taxation. Possible themes include, but are not limited to, the following issues: 

 

BEPS project: implications for Australia 

Transfer pricing issues, including the profit split method 

Taxation of the digital economy, including potential reform of the allocation of taxing rights 

among residence and source countries, and possible policies to address BEPS risks 

exacerbated by the rise of digital businesses 

International taxation issues under domestic law, including anti-BEPS measures (e.g. 

Multinational Anti-Avoidance Law, Diverted Profits Tax and Anti-Hybrid Rules), recent 

court cases on transfer pricing and the interaction between domestic law and tax treaties. 

 

Guidelines for Authors 

All submissions should adhere to the format and style guidelines of the journal. A guide for 

authors and other relevant information for submitting papers are available at 

https://legal.thomsonreuters.com.au/support/pdf/authorsupport/Australian-Tax-Review-

Thomson-Reuters.pdf  

 

Timing 

This special issue will be published as Issue 4 in November/December 2020.  Please note that 

manuscripts for this special issue should be submitted by 15 June, 2020.  Early submissions 

and communications with the guest editor (Antony Ting: antony.ting@sydney.edu.au) are 

encouraged if you wish to explore the possibilities of submitting a paper. We would also 

appreciate your bringing this call to the attention of your colleagues and those in other 

disciplines who might wish to contribute. 

https://legal.thomsonreuters.com.au/support/pdf/authorsupport/Australian-Tax-Review-Thomson-Reuters.pdf
https://legal.thomsonreuters.com.au/support/pdf/authorsupport/Australian-Tax-Review-Thomson-Reuters.pdf
mailto:antony.ting@sydney.edu.au


 

Antony Ting, Kerrie Sadiq, and Dale Pinto 

February 2020 

 

******** 

 

IBFD's World Tax Journal is a fully peer-reviewed scientific journal with worldwide scope. 

It is indexed in the American Economic Association’s electronic bibliography (EconLit) and 

has been accepted for inclusion in the Scopus database. Our editorial team welcomes all 

comprehensive articles on topics of international, comparative and regional taxation 

IBFD Instructions to authors journals February 2019 

https://www.ibfd.org/sites/ibfd.org/files/content/doc/17_015_var_author_instr_journals_final

_feb_2019.pdf 

 

******** 

 

Austaxpolicy.com Blog, TTPI Working Papers and Policy Briefs 

Both hosted and edited by the Tax and Transfer Policy Institute.  

 

Please follow us on Twitter @Austaxpolicy or sign up to our fortnightly email newsletter. 

Contributions encouraged and sought as Austaxpolicy Blog enters our second year of 

publishing short, accessible but not dumbed down articles based on your substantive research, 

recently published or in progress. If you like what you read, please distribute it among your 

networks and also circulate the Blog and this call for contributions to others who may be 

interested.  

 

We also seek well prepared and substantial Working Papers to publish in our series, from all 

disciplines, both on the website and on SSRN (where they will be promoted in tax, public 

policy lists). Please send your contribution to tax.policy@anu.edu.au for review. 

 

Finally, we seek Policy Briefs for our series which provides an accessible and rigorous 

explanation of tax issues or concepts for policy-makers, students, academics and interested 

members of the public. Policy Briefs will be published as a numbered report in PDF format 

and also as Brief on the Austaxpolicy.com blog. Please contact us at tax.policy@anu.edu.au , 

we look forward to hearing from you. 

 

 

9 Electric Vehicle Owners in Queensland 

 

Griffith University in collaboration Queensland Government, Transport and Main Roads 

(TMR) and Energy Queensland (EQ) are surveying “Early Adopters of Electric Vehicles”.  

We want to know your experience in charging, driving and how your views on policy 

incentives may encourage other consumers to purchase an electric vehicle in Australia. With 

your help, we hope to gain insight into these areas. Thank you for your support and 

contribution (Griffith University Ethical Clearance Ref No: 2019/1031).  Click this link below 

to contribute your valuable thoughts and information to our research: 

 https://prodsurvey.rcs.griffith.edu.au/prodls200/index.php/778768?lang=en 

 

 

10 Tax and related meetings 

 

The School of Taxation and Business Law at UNSW Sydney will be holding a one-day 

workshop entitled “Tax dispute resolution: International experiences and accessibility” 

on Monday 6 April 2020 (from 9 am to 5 pm).  The workshop will be held in Room 2063, 

mailto:tax.policy@anu.edu.au
mailto:tax.policy@anu.edu.au


Quadrangle Building (Building E15 in electronic Kensington Campus Map) of UNSW 

Sydney. 

The principal aim of the workshop is to compare the experiences of developed and 

developing countries in tax dispute resolution and to consider how to improve taxpayers’ 

accessibility to tax dispute resolution beyond the tax office or similar revenue authority.  

The program will comprise both short presentations and a panel discussion at the end.  

Speakers will include both academic and non-academic experts in the field of tax dispute 

resolution. 

You are warmly invited, on a self-funded basis, to attend the above workshop.  For catering 

purposes (morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea) please send your reply to b.tran-

nam@unsw.edu.au by 15 March 2020. 

We look forward to seeing you at the workshop. 

Best regards, 

Binh 

(on behalf of Binh Tran-Nam and Michael Walpole) 

 

 

UNSW School of Taxation and Business Law will be hosting the 14th International 

Conference on Tax Administration, a prestigious biennial event that brings together leading 

tax administrators, academics and practitioners from around the globe.  The theme of the 

2020 conference is:  'New Frontiers in Tax Administration'  

 

During this two-day event, conference speakers will present on: 

cutting-edge initiatives in service delivery and compliance including digital and data use, 

tap and go, and artificial intelligence; 

data policy, ethical data exploitation, cyber security and new developments in regulating 

data platforms; 

globalisation of revenue administration;  

tax dispute resolution and new approaches to protecting the vulnerable including the 

elderly, impaired and those in remote areas; and  

administrative policy options to assist capacity building in the Asia Pacific region in 

responding to new business models developing in the digitized economy. 

Join us to hear from leading academics, policy makers and practitioners about current and 

future global trends, including: 

 

David Bradbury, Head of the Tax Policy and Statistics Division in the OECD’s Centre for 

Tax Policy and Administration; 

Nina Olson Centre for Taxpayer Rights; 

Senior Australian and international tax officials, and Academics from UNSW Business 

School. 

 

Event details: 

When: 9-5pm, 7 & 8 April 2020 

Where: Conference: Hilton Sydney, 488 George Street, Sydney, 2000 & Dinner (7 April): 

The Tea Room, QVB, 455 George Street, Sydney, 2000 

Cost: $935 for early conference registrations 

Contact: Maree Magafas, UNSW Business School, School of Taxation and Business Law 

Register here:  https://www.business.unsw.edu.au/news-events/events/14th-international-

conference-on-tax-administration  

 

Conference organisers have secured with the Hilton a special delegate rate of 10% off the 

advertised day rate. To book, please visit here or call on +61 (0)2 9266 2000 referring to 

group code GDYNU for a discounted rate (10% off from hotel best available rate) 

 

 

https://www.business.unsw.edu.au/news-events/events/14th-international-conference-on-tax-administration
https://www.business.unsw.edu.au/news-events/events/14th-international-conference-on-tax-administration


The annual tax research symposium, normally organised by Griffith University, and held 

in July, will not run in 2020 because of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

 

 

The 2021 ATTA conference will be hosted by the University of Canterbury from 20 to 22 

January 2021 and will be held at Rydges Latimer in the Christchurch CBD. The theme is:  

The Future of Tax: More than Just Politics?  

For more information, please contact: 

Alistair Hodson alistair.hodson@canterbury.ac.nz 

Andrew Maples andrew.maples@canterbury.ac.nz  

Adrian Sawyer adrian.sawyer@canterbury.ac.nz  

Robert Vosslamber rob.vosslamber@canterbury.ac.nz 

Shelley Griffiths shelley.griffiths@otago.ac.nz 

 

 

 

The Tax Institute’s website www.taxinstitute.com.au lists many conferences, conventions, 

seminars, and breakfast clubs. For further enquiries, contact Phillipa Cardigan (02) 8223 

0045 or email phillipacardigan@taxinstitute.com.au or register online at 

www.taxinstitute.com.au  

Call the National Events team on 1300 733 842 for more details. 

Please contact the National Events Team on 1300 829 338 or by email, 

nationalevents@taxinstitute.com.au Follow us on Twitter @TaxInstituteOz 

 

Overseas 

 

American Accounting Association Calls for paper website http://aaahq.org/calls/default.cfm  

 

Canadian Tax Foundation http://www.ctf.ca/ctfweb/en 

 

Institute for Fiscal Studies Conferences and seminars 

http://www1.ifs.org.uk/conferences/index.shtml  

 

Institute for Austrian and International Tax Law 2020 events: The topics of the seminar 

sessions and other events can always be found at www.wu.ac.at/taxlaw. Please see the 

website for most up-to-date information on them.  

April 2020  

• April 09, 2020 Workshop: "Vienna Multistakeholder Group on Improving Cross 

Border Dispute Resolution: New Institutional Framework" 

• April 17-18, 2020 Wiener Bilanzrechtstage: "Kauf und Verkauf von Unternehmen" (in 

German) 

• April 20, 2020 Colloquium: "Current Developments in European and International 

Tax Law", Ari Glogower, Alessandro Bucchieri 

• April 22, 2020 Wolfgang Gassner Memorial Lecture: "Österreich auf dem Weg zur 

Einheitsbilanz - ein Vorbild für Europa?", Heribert Anzinger, Discussant: Claus 

Staringer (in German) 

  May 2020  

• May 04-08, 2020 Advanced Transfer Pricing Course (General Topics) 

• May 05, 2020 WU Transfer Pricing Workshop 

• May 06, 2020 WU Transfer Pricing Workshop 

• May 07, 2020 WU Transfer Pricing Workshop 

mailto:shelley.griffiths@otago.ac.nz
http://aaahq.org/calls/default.cfm
http://www1.ifs.org.uk/conferences/index.shtml


 

• May 07, 2020 VAT-Symposium: "Abgrenzung Drittstaat zu Europäischer Union aus 

umsatzsteuerlicher Perspektive: Notwendigkeit oder Systembruch?" (in German) 

• May 11, 2020 Panel Discussion of Lawyers (in German) 

• May 14-16, 2020 Conference: "Tax Treaty Case Law Around the Globe" (Tilburg) 

• May 18, 2020 Colloquium: "Current Developments in European and International Tax 

Law", Peter Hongler, Graeme Alan Wood, Jozef Kavuliak 

• May 25, 2020 KPMG-WU-Workshop: "Verzinsung im Abgabenverfahren", Florian 

Fiala, Andreas Kronawetter (in German) 

June 2020  

• June 08, 2020 Colloquium: "Current Developments in European and International Tax 

Law", Jens Wittendorff, Katharina Schlücke 

• June 15, 2020 27. Vienna Symposium on International Tax Law: "‘Tax Covered‘ – 

The Scope of Double Taxation Conventions" 

• June 18-20, 2020 EATLP Congress: "Taxation and Value Creation" 

• June 18-20, 2020 Seminar: "Double Tax Treaties in Case Studies – Senior Level" 

• June 25, 2020 Semesterclosing (in German) 

July 2020  

• July 02-04, 2020 Rust Conference: "Mission Completed? The Implementation and the 

Lasting Effects of the Multilateral Instrument (MLI)" 

• July 06-10, 2020 Advanced Transfer Pricing Course (Benchmarking) 

• July 13-17, 2020 CEE Vienna International Tax Law Summer School 2020 

September 2020  

• September 11, 2020 Klaus Vogel Lecture: "Crossroads of Bilateral Investment 

Treaties and Taxation" 

• September 21, 2020 KSW-Information Evening, Claus Staringer (in German) 

• September 21-22, 2020 Workshop: "Tax Transparency and Corruption" 

• September 21-25, 2020 Advanced Transfer Pricing Course (Specific Topics) 

• September 21, 2020 WU Transfer Pricing Workshop 

• September 24, 2020 WU Transfer Pricing Workshop 

• September 30, 2020 IFA-Event: "Das Internationale Steuerrecht im Umbruch – vom 

Steuermodell einer digitalen Wirtschaft zu einem neuen, globalen 

Besteuerungskonzept" (in German)   
 

International Bureau of Fiscal Documentation. Various courses in Amsterdam, the 

Netherlands or in Malaysia or elsewhere. For details, see http://www.ibfd.org The IBFD 

International Tax Academy (ITA) runs an extensive international course program. Generally 

all courses are held in Amsterdam. Should you require any further information or wish to 

register please refer to their web site www.ibfd.org or contact the International Tax Academy 

at +31-20-554 0160 or by e-mail ita@ibfd.org  

For courses go to http://www.ibfd.org/Training 

IBFD International Tax Courses - See also http://www.ibfd.org/Training/Find-course 

International Tax, Legal and Commercial Aspects of Mergers & Acquisitions 11-13 May 

2020, Amsterdam 

6th Africa Tax Symposium 20-22 May 2020, Arusha, Tanzania.  

IBFD Masterclass 18-19 May 2020 as a prelude to the 6th IBFD Africa Tax Symposium, 

Tax Accounting, Reporting and Control 25-27 May 2020, Amsterdam 

Transfer Pricing and Intra-Group Financing 28-29 May 2020, Amsterdam 

US Corporate Taxation 22-24 June 2020, Amsterdam  

 

International Fiscal Association Congresses http://www.ifa.nl/pages/default.aspx 

IFA 2020 Congress, Cancun, Mexico, 4-8 October 2020 https://www.ifacancun2020.com 

 

International Tax Planning Association Forthcoming meetings 

http://www.itpa.org/meetings.html 

 

http://www.ibfd.org/
http://www.ibfd.org/
mailto:ita@ibfd.org
http://www.ibfd.org/Training/Find-course
http://www.itpa.org/meetings.html


5th International Taxpayer Rights Conference, 30 September – 1 October 2020, South 

Africa  The Center for Taxpayer Rights is convening the 5th International Conference on 

Taxpayer Rights on 30 September and 1 October 2020 in Pretoria, South Africa, hosted by the 

African Tax Institute at the University of Pretoria, with technical assistance from the 

International Bureau of Fiscal Documentation (IBFD).  This year’s conference theme 

is Taxpayer Rights, Human Rights: Issues for Developing Countries.  This ground-breaking 

conference will include presentations by practitioners, scholars, members of the judiciary, and 

government officials on:   

• Taxpayer rights as human rights; 

• Taxation as a means to achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in Africa and 

other developing countries; 

• Independent administrative appeals and the promotion of integrity and fairness in the tax 

system; 

• The role of legal privilege in the protection of taxpayer rights; 

• Strengthening the rule of law and the protection of taxpayer rights in international tax 

disputes; 

• Digitalization of tax administration and the implications for protection of taxpayer and 

human rights; and 

• Barriers to access to justice and their impact on achieving Sustainable Development 

Goals. 

Visit us at taxpayer-rights.org/international-conference for full program, or for 

more information contact us atinfo@taxpayer-rights.org 

 

 

Other useful tax and law related conference websites include the  

International Bar Association: http://www.ibanet.org/Conferences/conferences_home.aspx  

IBFD Course calendar 

http://www.ibfd.org/portal/app?bookmarkablePage=org.ibfd.portal.presentation.TaxCourses  

International Events and Law Conferences 

http://internationaleventsandlawconferences.yolasite.com 

Conferences in Australia http://www.conferencealerts.com/country-

listing.php?page=1&ipp=All&country=Australia 

New South Wales Bar Association 

http://www.nswbar.asn.au/docs/professional/prof_dev/CPD/programme/index.php  

Law Council of Australia http://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/lawcouncil/index.php/conferences 

Practising Law Institute http://www.pli.edu/ 

New York County Lawyers Association http://www.nycla.org  

American Bar Association Taxation CLE topics 

http://www.americanbar.org/cle/cle_courses_by_topic/taxation.html  

New York Bar Association http://www.nysba.org/  

Hieros Gamos Worldwide Law Events Calendar http://www.hg.org/legal-events.asp 

For Australian ones http://www.hg.org/legal-events-australia.asp 

For social sciences and humanities conferences, meetings etc, see Mind: The Meetings Index 

http://www.interdok.com/mind  

See also the magazine Australian Conference & Exhibition Diary, Vamosi Information 

Publication.  

  

 

11 Recent publications 

 

Bold indicates ATTA members. Readers are encouraged to notify the Editor of recently 

written publications for notification, in these pages. Please note some of the overseas 

publications listed may not yet be available locally.  

http://taxpayer-rights.org/international-conference
mailto:info@taxpayer-rights.org
http://www.ibanet.org/Conferences/conferences_home.aspx
http://www.nswbar.asn.au/docs/professional/prof_dev/CPD/programme/index.php
http://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/lawcouncil/index.php/conferences
http://www.pli.edu/
http://www.nycla.org/
http://www.nysba.org/
http://www.interdok.com/mind


 

Local 

 

Austaxpolicy: The Tax and Transfer Policy Blog <http://www.austaxpolicy.com> Recent 

postings include: 

Policy Choices and Automation: How Benefits Systems Can Create Unjust Debts, Jane Millar 

and Peter Whiteford, 20 February 2020  

Towards Simplification of Value Added Tax Compliance for Small Businesses in Botswana – 

Lessons from New Zealand, Tshepiso Makara and Adrian Sawyer, 17 February 2020 | by 

Tshepiso Makara and Adrian Sawyer 

Since its introduction in July 2002, the Botswana Value Added Tax (VAT) system has gone  

Minimising Potential Tax Avoidance by Strengthening Transfer Pricing Policy in Indonesia,  

Maria RUD Tambunan, Haula Rosidiana and Edi Slamet Irianto, 11 February 2020 | 

The Need for Better Scrutiny of Government Spending, John Hewson, 04 March 2020  

The Tax System Implications of Universal Basic Income, Myles Bayliss, 28 February 2020  

In the Midst of an LNG Export Boom, Why Are We Getting so Little for Our Gas? Diane 

Kraal, 25 February 2020  

   

(2019.) 48 (3) Australian Tax Review  

Editorial – General Editors: Dale Pinto and Kerrie Sadiq - The Morass of Our Tax Regime  

The Application of Australia’s Domestic Tax Laws and Tax Treaties Where a Foreign 

Company is a Resident – Norman Hanna 

Streaming of Franking Credits Curtailed by Bamford-Induced Amendments – an Unintended 

Consequence? – Brett Freudenberg and Dale Boccabella 

Tax Implications of Intangibles in the World of the BEPS: Do APAs Still Have a Role to Play 

in the Tax Planning Strategies of Multinationals? – Ranjana Gupta 

 

(2019.) 48 (4) Australian Tax Review  

Editorial – General Editors: Dale Pinto and Kerrie Sadiq - The End of Another Busy Year 

for Tax 

Australia’s System for Relieving Foreign Source Income from Double Taxation: Yesterday, 

Today and Tomorrow – The Hon Richard Edmonds AM SC 

Digitalisation and Broadcasting: Evaluating the Application of Royalty Withholding Tax to 

Digitalised Business Models – Celeste M Black 

 

Fleming, John ‘The limits of the privilege against self-incrimination’ (2019) No 61 Law 

Society Journal 78-79 

 

Kraal, Diane ’In the midst of an LNG export boom, why are we getting so little for our gas?’, 

The Conversation 17 February 2020 https://theconversation.com/in-the-midst-of-an-lng-

export-boom-why-are-we-getting-so-little-for-our-gas-131461; Reprinted in The New Daily 

18 February 2020 https://thenewdaily.com.au/finance/finance-news/2020/02/18/lng-

producers-tax-

revenue/?utm_source=Adestra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Morning%20News%2

0-%2020200219 

 

(2019) 22 3) Tax Specialist 

Succession of a super fund - Hanrahan, Laura 

Permanent establishments: Past, present and future - Dorevitch, Simon 

Testamentary trusts: The need for integrity, effectiveness and quality - Anderson, Emily 

Tackling financial crime and protecting tax revenues through global collaboration - 

McGillivray, Allastair 

 

(2019) 22 (4) Tax Specialist 

Restructuring tricks and traps - Bishop, Megan 

https://theconversation.com/in-the-midst-of-an-lng-export-boom-why-are-we-getting-so-little-for-our-gas-131461
https://theconversation.com/in-the-midst-of-an-lng-export-boom-why-are-we-getting-so-little-for-our-gas-131461


Tax disclosures: Is sunlight the best disinfectant? Coia, Enzo; Williams, Anna 

GST implications of ecommerce and goods warehousing - Pearce, Prafula; Pinto, Dale 

The omnipresence of accounting on tax matters - Rens, Tracey; Earl, Melanie 

 

(2019) 22 (5) Tax Specialist 

Fraud and evasion - Marks, David W 

Changes to the US tax rules - Vann, Richard 

In the zone: Tax relief for the Australian bush - Fullarton, Lex 

Superannuation and estate planning - Colley, Graeme 

 

(2019) 23 (1) Tax Specialist  

Tax consolidation for SMEs - How, Simon 

Family law - Hutchens, Briony 

Anti-hybrids: The current state of play - Hirst, Andrew 

New Victorian economic entitlement duty - Jorgensen, Ron 

 

(2019) 23 (2) Tax Specialist  

SME and private clients: Transfer pricing outside the top 1,000 - O'Carroll, Aileen; Cornish, 

Christine 

Insights for transfer pricing litigation - Cosgrove, Michael; Phillips, Tamara 

The reconstruction provision in the Australian transfer pricing rules - Fullerton, Ian 

The MLI - Australia's other income tax treaty - Cooper, Graeme S 

Applying GST to low value goods - Dorevitch, Simon 

 

(2020) 54 (7) Taxation in Australia  

December - what happened in tax? 

Insights from the Institute 

Looking ahead with 2020 vision -Godber, Peter 

The best is yet to come - Hurst, Giles 

Tax reform can't wait - Quigley, Bruce 

Active asset test 

How The Tax Institute propelled a partner's career - Boulous, Suzie 

Member Profile 

Reconsidering the Commissioner's remedial power - de Zilva, Nathan 

International tax: "Pillars" of strength or ruins in the making? Burnett, Chloe 

Tax and estate planning in 2020: What has changed? Burgess, Matthew 

Trusts and the franking credits trap: Can we fix it? Spencer, Laura 

When SMSF advice is unlawful - Butler, Daniel 

Pavihi - The helpful bank teller Norbury, Michael 

Significant global entities - Crosland, Vanessa; Stoyanova, Teya 

 

(2019) 54 (6) Taxation in Australia  

Family law asset protection of a testamentary trust - Peiros, Katerina 

November - what happened in tax? 

Insights from the Institute 

Not goodbye, but reflection and thanks - Neilson, Tim 

Another eventful year at The Tax Institute - Hurst, Giles 

Trade-offs and the federal Budget - Ananda, Angie 

Vacant land deductions 

Testamentary trusts: Reforms at a trickle - Jones, Daryl 

Take the road to success with The Tax Institute 

Member Profile 

Residence tests for individuals: Impact of the Harding decision - Blissenden, Michael; 

Kenny, Paul 

Deceased estates, real property and real issues - Wilson, Ben; Ashworth, Caitlin 



Reliability of evidence in tax disputes - Calokerinos, William 

TD 2019/D6 and TD 2019/D7: (Further) unintended consequences? Campbell, Sam 

NALI warning: LCR 2019/D3 - Butler, Daniel; Figot, Bryce 

Is it a capital or an income expense? Norbury, Michael 

 

(2019) 54 (5) Taxation in Australia  

October - What happened in tax? 

Insights from the Institute 

Why tax is much more than technical skills - Neilson, Tim 

Recognising our family of members - Hurst, Giles 

Review of the Tax Practitioners Board - Quigley, Bruce 

Testamentary trusts and minors 

Think you're selling shares in a small business? Guess again - Bembrick, Peter 

CTA Program: Advance your knowledge 

Member Profile 

Payroll tax game changer? McKee, Matthew; McEvoy, Rose 

Assessing market value ratios for roll-over relief provision - Chu, Hung 

SA land tax developments: Aggregation avalanche - Slegers, Peter; Pascale, Joshua; Marateo, 

Daniel 

The appointor: Common problems- Monotti, Will 

SMSF investment strategies: Are they a financial product? Butler, Daniel; Figot, Bryce 

The case of the knight's advocate - Norbury, Michael 

Walls close in on trustee discretion - Einsiedel, Lachlan 

 

Overseas 

 

(2019) Volume 72 (3) National Tax Journal: 

Deterring Property Tax Delinquency in Philadelphia: An Experimental Evaluation of Nudge 

Strategies - Michael Chirico, Robert Inman, Charles Loeffler, John MacDonald, and Holger 

Sieg 

The Effects of Required Minimum Distribution Rules on Withdrawals from Traditional IRAs 

- Jacob A. Mortenson, Heidi R. Schramm, and Andrew Whitten 

Rules Versus Home Rule—Local Government Responses to Negative Revenue Shocks - 

Daniel Shoag, Cody Tuttle, and Stan Veuger   

Firm Take-Up of a Corporate Income Tax Cut: Evidence from Vietnam - Anh Pham 

Tariff Incidence: Evidence from U.S. Sugar Duties, 1890–1914 - Douglas A. Irwin 

Earned Income Tax Credits and Infant Health: A Local EITC Investigation - Brian Hill and 

Tami Gurley-Calvez 

 

(2019) Volume 72 (4) National Tax Journal: 

The Geometry of International Tax Planning after the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act: A Riff on 

Circles, Squares, and Triangles - Michael P Donohoe, Gary A McGill, and Edmund Outslay 

Macroeconomic Effects of Reducing OASI Benefits: A Comparison of Seven Overlapping-

Generations Models - Jaeger Nelson and Kerk Phillips 

Rethinking the Green New Deal: Using Climate Policy to Address Inequality - Aparna 

Mathur 

States’ Addiction to Sins: Sin Tax Fallacy - Lucy Dadayan 

Taxing Wealth in an Uncertain World - Daniel Hemel 

The Barriers Created by Complexity: A State-by-State Analysis of Local Sales Tax Laws in 

Light of the Wayfair Ruling - Whitney B Afonso 

After Wayfair: What Are State Use Taxes Worth? John L Mikesell and Justin M Ross 

Digital Services Taxes: Principle as a Double-Edged Sword - John Vella 

The Superiority of the Digital Services Tax over Significant Digital Presence Proposals - Wei 

Cui 

Superiority of the VAT to Turnover Tax as an Indirect Tax on Digital Services - Karl Russo 



 

(2020) 73 (1) National Tax Journal 

The EITC and Employment Transitions: Labor Force Attachment and Annual Exit - Riley 

Wilson 

Does Inside Debt Moderate Corporate Tax Avoidance? Thomas R Kubick, G Brandon 

Lockhart, and John R. Robinson 

Income Inequality and Redistribution in the Aftermath of the 2007–2008 Crisis: The U.S. 

Case - Vanda Almeida 

The Declining Insurance Benefit in the Municipal Bond Market - Gila Bronshtein and 

Christos A Makridis 

Tax-Exempt Municipal Bonds and the Financing of Professional Sports Stadiums - Austin J 

Drukker, Ted Gayer, and Alexander K Gold 

The Influence of Autonomous Vehicles on State Tax Revenues - William F Fox 

Governmental Expenditure Implications of Autonomous Vehicles - Ronald C Fisher 

The Impacts of Autonomous Vehicles on Local Government Budgeting and Finance: Case of 

Solid Waste Collection - Benjamin Y Clark 

 

 

12 Quotable quotes 

 

“Australia continues to host significant quantities of illicit funds from outside the country and 

is not doing enough to counter money laundering and tax avoidance, according to the 2020 

Financial Secrecy Index. 

 

The Tax Justice Network's index, released every two years, rates countries based on financial 

transparency. 

 

The Financial Secrecy Index (FSI) ranks each country based on how intensely the country's 

legal and financial system allows wealthy individuals and criminals to hide and launder 

money extracted from around the world. 

 

The Cayman Islands ranked as the world's biggest contributor to financial secrecy, as a result 

of the once-notorious tax haven increasing the volume of financial services it provides to non-

residents. 

 

The report also noted major risks emanating from Cayman's hedge fund industry, which uses 

companies, trusts and limited partnerships that are "cloaked in secrecy". 

 

In second place was the United States, overtaking Switzerland (now ranked third). 

 

Australia is ranked at 48th position in this year's index, four places down from its 2018 

position. 

 

Despite its relatively low ranking, the report said, "Australia undoubtedly hosts significant 

quantities of illicit funds from outside the country".” 

 

Source: Khadem, Nassim ‘Australia a safe haven for illicit funds, but Cayman Islands the 

world's worst’ ABC News 19 February 2020 https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-02-

19/australia-still-a-safe-haven-for-illicit-funds/11977994  
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