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1 Presidential column 
 
 
I hope everyone has had time to rest and relax over the past couple of weeks.  I’m looking 
forward to catching up with ATTA colleagues in Tasmania from 22-24 January.   
 
I would like to draw your attention to Item 8 in the newsletter.  Bronwyn McCredie is 
organising a new Tax Special Interest Group (SIG) at the next Accounting and Finance 
Association of Australia and NZ (AFAANZ) conference.  The proposed Tax SIG includes a 
wide range of tax areas, so please do get in touch with Bronwyn if you are interested in 
participating. The conference is 5-7 July in Melbourne.   
 
By way of something completely different - Item 9 outlines a unique research output with the 
publication of “Henry’s Taxing Day” from Annette Morgan and Donovan Castelyn at Curtin 
University.  It’s great to see the creation of a tax publication for the very youngest among us.  
 
Please also see the proposal raised by Justin Dabner that we will discuss at the ATTA AGM 
(at item 5). 
 
Wishing you all the best for 2020. 
 
Lisa 
Lisa Marriott 
President – ATTA 
 
 

https://www.business.unsw.edu.au/about/schools/taxation-business-law/australasian-tax-teachers-association/newsletters
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2 ATTA Women in Tax Breakfast  
 

 
Associate Professor Cynthia Coleman Patron of ATTA 

 
Associate Professor Catriona Lavermicocca Associate Dean (P&P) Macquarie 

 
Professor Lisa Marriott Professor of Taxation and Assoc. Dean (Research) VUW 

 

 
 
Please join us at this panel session where we will enjoy a buffet or continental 
breakfast while discussing how to create and build your academic brand with the 
benefit of lessons learned from three world renowned female tax academics. We will 
also discuss various new and existing opportunities that are available to female tax 
academics including the ATTA ‘Women in Tax’ scholarship and an Australasian 
‘Women in Tax’ network. Space is limited so attendance will be reserved on a first 
come basis.  
 
Date:  Thursday 23rd of January, 2020  
Time:  7.30—8.45am  
Place:  The Old Woolstore (conference venue) function room adjoining restaurant  
Cost:  Full $24.50 or continental breakfast $18.00 — to be charged back to room or 

paid on day to The Old Woolstore  
RSVP:  bronwyn.mccredie@qut.edu.au by Monday 13th January, 2020 
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3 ATTA’s 32nd Annual Conference  
 
The theme of the conference is ‘Small Business and Innovation: Does the Taxation Law 
support or hinder growth?’.  The Tasmanian School of Business and Economics will host the 
conference at The Old Woolstore, Hobart from 22nd to 24th January 2020.    
 
Late abstracts will be given serious consideration for inclusion in the conference. Please email 
full papers to John McLaren at john.mclaren@utas.edu.au   
 
Registration is available now.  Registration options are as follows and include GST:  
Full Fee (after 29 October): $650 (3-day conference attendance including welcome function, 
conference dinner and farewell function) 
PhD Students (Full time): $395 (3-day conference attendance including welcome function, 
conference dinner and farewell function) 
ATO rate: $305 (Days 2 and 3 conference attendance including lunch, morning and afternoon 
tea) 
Industry: $150 (One day conference attendance including lunch, morning and afternoon tea) 
Welcome function only: $60; Conference dinner only: $180; and Closing function only: $65 
Prices are in Australian Dollars 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Nicky Bawle at nicky.bawle@utas.edu.au or visit 
the conference website at http://www.utas.edu.au/atta-2020 
 
 
4 ATTA AGM Agenda 2020  
 
 
Date and time: Friday 24 January 2020 (time to be confirmed) 
Venue: The Old Wool Store Hotel, Hobart 
Present:  
Apologies:  
 
1. Minutes of the previous meeting which were published in the ATTA News May 2019 
edition 
 
2. Matters arising from the minutes  
 
3. Reports:  
President’s report  
Treasurer’s report  
Secretary’s report  
 
4. Election of 3 Executive Committee Members 
 
5. Confirmation of State/Territory/NZ representatives 
 
6. Appointment of auditor 
 
7. Expressions of interest for hosting ATTA 2022 and 2023   
 
ATTA 2021 to be hosted at the University of Canterbury, Christchurch, NZ  
 
8. General business: 
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5 Biennial virtual ATTA Annual conference proposal to be discussed at the 2020 AGM 
 
Proposal to move to a biennial virtual conference 
 
As much as I have enjoyed and benefitted from attending ATTA conferences I have a 
suggestion that we consider hosting every second conference as a virtual conference. While I 
accept that the face-to-face aspect of the physical conference is particularly valuable from a 
networking perspective, my rationale for a biennial virtual conference is as follows: 
 
1 Reduction in carbon emissions from our travelling to a venue. We can lead by example and 
be part of the solution to climate change, rather than the problem. 
 
2 A reduction in the cost of attending. 
 
3 The opportunity to vastly extend our coverage (and contacts) – attract speakers from other 
cultures and jurisdictions and attendees from all over the world (especially those who might 
not otherwise be able to afford to attend). 
 
4 The software has evolved to allow better audience engagement and the opportunity for 
networking and social engagement. 
 
5 The opportunity to both record presentations and have them at varying times can cater for 
time zone differences and other commitments of audiences. 
 
In summary, we could make our conference more accessible and culturally and 
jurisdictionally diverse while also reducing our carbon footprint. 
 
Justin Dabner 
January 2020 
 
 
6 Arrivals, departures and honours 
 
 
Congratulations to Barnali Banerjee who completed her PhD on the topic of An analysis of 
the operation of concessions and exemptions available within Australia’s capital gain tax 
regime from a tax complexity perspective, 2019. This was done under the auspices of Monash 
University and her supervisors were Prof Vince Morabito and A/Prof Ken Devos (Swinburne 
University of Technology). 
 

*********** 
 
Michael D'Ascenzo remains on the Board of the Clean Energy Regulator, has helped Saudi 
Arabia and Bahrain introduce and implement their VATs, and he has published a couple of 
articles in the International VAT Monitor. 
 

*********** 
 
 

7 ATTA people in the media 
 
Morabito, Vince 
Bonyhady, Nick ‘Litigation in different class’ Sydney Morning Herald Business 14-15 
December 2019 p 4  
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8 Tax Special Interest Group at AFAANZ Conference 
 
I am writing to inform you of a new Special Interest Group (SIG) that we are developing and 
expect to host at the next Accounting and Finance Association of Australia and New Zealand 
(AFAANZ) conference, the Tax SIG. The Tax SIG is tasked with developing a supportive and 
productive environment for tax academics in Australia and New Zealand who are engaged in, 
or wish to engage in tax research and/or teaching. The Tax SIG will aim to encourage 
research and education in tax and foster relationships with industry to improve and 
contemporise academic contributions. This will be achieved through keynote presentations 
from leading tax academics and practitioners, panel sessions, research presentations and 
networking opportunities. Members may include those with interests in all areas of taxation 
including: 
 tax policy; 
 tax compliance and morale; 
 taxation of individuals;  
 taxation of structures; 
 international tax; 
 capital gains tax; 
 taxation of superannuation; and 
 indirect taxes. 
  
As we are planning to host the inaugural Tax SIG at the AFAANZ Conference in Melbourne 
next year (2020), I would appreciate your kind cooperation and help in recruiting twenty 
interested participants (who are also members of AFAANZ) to establish a quorum. To register 
your interest, or to obtain any additional information, please contact the SIG organiser at: 
bronwyn.mccredie@qut.edu.au. 
  
I look forward to working with you to establish this valuable group and resource. 
  
Thank you and kind regards, 
 

 
 
Bronwyn McCredie 
 
 
9 Henry's Taxing Day 
 
The Curtin University Tax Clinic’s newly published book “Henry’s Taxing Day” that is 
available for purchase for $10, all funds go back into the clinic. If you take a look at the 
webpage https://businesslaw.curtin.edu.au/law/tax-clinic/ you can see the link there.  
The book was created to address several gaps in the delivery of tax and more broadly, 
financial literacy education. Copies will be available for sale at the ATTA Conference in 
Hobart, 22-24 January 2020. 
 
The idea was conceived in response to research Annette and I conducted in 2017-18. Our 
study sought to evaluate the prevalence of taxation education nationally and to gauge whether 



[Type here] 
 

participants would have benefited from structured taxation education throughout their 
secondary education. Participants were overwhelmingly in favour of the latter. As to the 
former, it was also apparent that little to no programs existed, or were inadequate given the 
emerging needs of their graduates.  
 
Given that tax plays a crucial role in all manner of transactions, and that the revenue 
generated from the collection of taxes enables the majority of public services we enjoy, it is 
essential that future participants of the tax system are informed of their obligations and 
understand broadly how the taxes we pay are used. Early education and intervention is 
therefore essential to developing a society who are conscious of their compliance obligations 
and willing to participate in the tax system authentically and transparently.  
 
The first instalment in this book series is targeted towards pre-primary students and provides a 
soft introduction to the broad concepts of taxation. It is our hope that the compliance and 
public services message will resonate with parents and children alike. This, we expect, will be 
the first step in developing a culture in future taxpayers centred around compliance. 

Henry’s Taxing Day

 
 
Annette Morgan and Donovan Castelyn 
 
 
10 Recent Australian tax cases 
 
The following cases are from the last month or more of Australian cases on tax and related 
matters, with the catchwords taken from the ATO <http://www.ato.gov.au>, AustLII 
<http://www.austlii.edu.au>, Federal Court <http://www.fedcourt.gov.au>, Victorian Bar Tax 
Bar Association <https://www.vicbar.com.au/public/bar-associations/tax/association-news>, 
NSW CaseLaw <http://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au> websites and BarNet Jade alerts.  
 

http://www.ato.gov.au/
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Federal Court of Australia 
 
Commissioner of Taxation v The Trustee for the Michael Hayes Family Trust [2019] FCAFC 
226, Griffiths, Derrington and Steward JJ, 16 December 2019  
 Taxation – public trading trusts – whether a unit trust is a public trading trust – whether an 
exempt entity had the right to acquire or become the holder of units in the unit trust that 
entitled it to not less than 20% of the beneficial interests in the income or property of the unit 
trust – whether s 102P(10) of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1936 (Cth) on its proper 
construction provides for a proportionate tracing of units through one or more interposed 
trusts 
Taxation – trust income – whether trustee of a trust exercised the power to accumulate income 
by crediting its accounting profit to a “Retained Profits Account” rather than distributing it to 
the unitholders – whether financial statements of the trustee were sufficient to prove that it 
had exercised a certain power under the trust deed – whether the taxpayer was presently 
entitled to a share of the net income of the trust 
Trusts – construction of trust deed – relevance of surrounding circumstances – ambiguity – 
mistake – where trust deed identified a named company “as trustee for” a specified 
superannuation fund as the “Second Absolute Beneficiary” of the trust – where the named 
company had in fact ceased to be the trustee of the superannuation fund – where a deed of 
rectification purported to rectify the trust deed as and from the establishment of the trust – 
whether the reference to the named company is a case of ambiguity or mistake – whether 
construction of the trust deed is to be undertaken having regard to evidence of surrounding 
circumstances 
The court orders that: 
1 The appeal be dismissed with costs as agreed or assessed 
https://jade.io/article/695306 
 
Commissioner of Taxation v Scone Race Club Limited [2019] FCAFC 225, Griffiths, 
Derrington and Steward JJ, 16 December 2019  
Superannuation – whether respondent race club was liable to pay a superannuation guarantee 
charge in respect of riding fees paid to jockeys during the relevant period – whether jockeys 
engaged to ride in races or barrier trials were employees of the respondent race club within 
the extended definition in s 12(8)(a) of the Superannuation Guarantee (Administration) Act 
1992 (Cth) – whether the primary judge erred in holding that the respondent race club 
discharged its burden to show it was not “liable” to pay riding fees to jockeys engaged by 
owners or trainers – appeal allowed 
Taxation – appeal from objection decision in the Court’s original jurisdiction under s 14ZZ of 
the Tax Administration Act 1953 (Cth) – whether the primary judge impermissibly reversed 
the onus of proof under s 14ZZO(b)(i) 
The court orders that: 
1 The appeal be allowed. 
2 The orders made below on 21 June 2019 be set aside, and in lieu thereof it be ordered that 
the applicant’s appeal against the respondent’s objection decision of 17 August 2017 be 
dismissed. 
https://jade.io/article/695305 
 
Commissioner of Taxation v Racing Queensland Board [2019] FCAFC 224, Griffiths, 
Derrington and Steward JJ, 16 December 2019  
Superannuation – whether principal racing authority liable to pay superannuation guarantee 
charges – construction of s 12 of Superannuation Guarantee (Administration) Act 1992 (Cth) 
– whether principal racing authority is “employer” of jockeys – whether principal racing 
authority liable to pay riding fees to jockeys – where principal racing authority stated that it 
would pay jockeys – where principal racing authority in fact paid jockeys – where principal 
racing authority prepared recipient created tax invoices reflecting liability to pay – whether 
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payments made “on behalf of” another person – where amounts paid not reimbursed by 
another person 
Taxation – appeal from objection decision – onus of establishing that assessments excessive 
or otherwise incorrect – whether onus discharged 
Contracts – nature of contractual relations in regulated industry of thoroughbred horse racing 
– relevance of statutory instruments and rules of sport to formation of contracts – engagement 
by third parties to participate in races 
Appeal and new trial – whether appellable error in approach to evidence adduced on appeal 
from objection decision – where evidence of past events not adduced from contemporaneous 
witnesses – relevance of evidence relating to arrangements prior to the relevant period 
The court orders that: 
1 The appeal be allowed. 
2 The orders made below on 12 April 2019 be set aside, and in lieu thereof it be ordered that 
the applicant’s appeal against the respondent’s objection decision of 17 August 2017 be 
dismissed. 
https://jade.io/article/695304 
 
Victoria 
 
MD Commercial Pty Ltd v Commissioner of State Revenue [2019] VSCA 295, Tate, Whelan 
and Niall JJA, 13 December 2019  
Taxation and revenue – Duty on transfers of dutiable property - Whether no duty chargeable 
on transfers of land as transfers made to trustees to be held solely as trustees for transferors – 
No change in beneficial ownership – Trust deeds prohibit variation to confer share or benefit 
on person other than transferor – Trust deeds require trustee to act as directed by beneficiary 
and confer powers on trustee to sub-divide and sell the property – Whether trust deed 
provisions inconsistent with requirement property be ‘held’ for transferor – Provisions not 
inconsistent – Duties Act 2000 s 35(1)(a) – Comptroller of Stamps v Yellowco Five Pty Ltd 
[1993] 2 VR 529, White Rock Properties Pty Ltd v Commissioner of State Revenue [2015] 
VSCA 77 applied – Commissioner of State Revenue v Victoria Gardens Developments Pty 
Ltd (2000) 46 ATR 61 explained and applied. 
Conclusion 
90.In our opinion leave to appeal should be granted on proposed ground 1 and the appeal 
should be allowed. 
91.It is unnecessary to address proposed ground 2. 
https://jade.io/article/695054 
 
Colin Fong 
 
 
11 Vacancies 
 
James Cook University 
 
Lecturer, Law Position Number  XXXXXXXXXX  
Division/College  College of Business, Law and Governance  

Division of Tropical Environments and Societies  
Campus Location  Cairns  
Classification  Academic Level B  
Fraction  100%  
Reports To  Academic Head, Law  
Supervisor Position Number  
Number of positions supervised  Directly: 0  
Date Last Reviewed  November 2019  
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Position Overview  
The Lecturer, Law works to strengthen, develop and advance the discipline of Law at JCU, 
and does so by pursuing scholarship and enthusiastically contributing to teaching, research 
(including research supervision) and service to the university and the community. The 
incumbent will engage primarily, as needed, in undergraduate law course and subject design, 
development and teaching; conduct research activity that aligns with institutional priorities; 
and perform other academic and service tasks as required.  
 
For more information contact the HOS at elizabeth.spencer@jcu.edu.au 
 
Organisational Charts  
James Cook University  
Principal Accountabilities  
1. Facilitate effective undergraduate (and, where required, postgraduate) student learning 
across all levels and modes (including face-to-face, online and multi-modal), and thereby 
fostering a positive student experience, this to include subject design, initiation and 
preparation of learning resources, delivery or discussion of content, and administration and 
evaluation of formative and summative assessment, all within required procedures and 
timeframes.  
2. Be familiar with and demonstrate the capability to effectively use and develop modern and 
innovative teaching technologies to ensure teaching methodologies, learning resources and 
assessments are contemporary, fit for purpose and effective to promote student achievement 
of intended course and subject learning outcomes.  
 
3. Engage actively and productively in research and research funding activities that align with 
JCU’s research agenda, Division, and College research priorities.  
4. Provide consultation and academic advice, support and encouragement to students.  
5. Conduct supervision of the program of study of honours and/or postgraduate students, 
including Higher Degree by Research candidates.  
6. Perform with competence administrative functions, the majority of which are connected 
with subject delivery and teaching and research.  
7. Participate in service, engagement and entrepreneurial activities on behalf of the College 
and Division, including membership of relevant committees and representation of the College 
and the University to the broader community.  
8. Support the University's commitment to the principles of reconciliation, which exemplify 
respect for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander heritage and the valuing of justice and equity 
for all Australians.  
9. Demonstrate a commitment to the University values.  
10. Support the principles of the TropEco program and engage in commitment to JCU 
sustainability goals and objectives.  
 
Generic Accountabilities  
There are generic responsibilities that apply to all James Cook University staff.  
1. The Lecturer, Law is required to observe the lawful and reasonable directions, policies and 
decisions of the University Council, understand and comply with the Enterprise Agreement, 
the Statutes and Rules of the University, the policies and decisions of the University Council 
and other appropriate University authorities, as in force from time to time.  
2. The Lecturer, Law is required to demonstrate a personal commitment to ensure personal 
safety and the safety of others and contribute to the continuous improvement of our WHS 
performance. This includes the effective implementation and compliance with James Cook 
University WHS policies, procedures and safe systems of work, together with all relevant 
legislation, duties and obligations. Contribute to the continuous improvement of our WHS 
performance.  
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3. The Lecturer, Law is required to exercise proper discretion in all matters affecting the 
well-being of the University which involve public writing or speaking in accordance with the 
University’s Code of Conduct.  
 
Special Conditions  
• It is a requirement of this position to travel to other JCU campuses as required.  
Selection Criteria  
Selection and appointments will be assessed against selection criteria.  
Essential  
1. Attainment of (or significant progress towards) a PhD qualification in Law (or cognate 
discipline), or equivalent substantial research / professional practice experience;  
2. Proven capability to plan, prepare and deliver high quality teaching in Law at 
undergraduate and postgraduate levels, coupled with demonstrated capacity to successfully 
supervise honours or postgraduate research students;  
3. Record of professional and tangible research-related accomplishments, including peer- 
reviewed publications and/or presentations;  
4. Demonstrated ability to inspire and engage the interest and enthusiasm of students coupled 
with demonstrated capacity to innovate across a variety of learning technologies and diverse 
learning modes and environments;  
5. Commitment to and ability to articulate and advance a sustained future research program 
and funding plan that aligns with the College’s areas of established and developing research 
priorities for law and/or for law’s intersection with areas of College or University research 
strength, coupled with demonstrated potential to attract research funding and participate in 
entrepreneurial activity (such as short course delivery, consultancy, etc);  
6. Excellent interpersonal skills and ability to work effectively both independently and 
cooperatively within a team environment, supporting collegiality and cohesion within the 
department in teaching, research, engagement and service.  
 
Desirable  
1. Willing disposition to consult, liaise and engage with the Cairns legal community, coupled 
with a strong record of past engagement with community stakeholders;  
2. Experience in curriculum development and innovation  
 
 
12 Ernst Mach ASEA-UNINET Grant  
 
We would like to draw your attention to the Ernst Mach ASEA-UNINET grant, awarded by 
the OeAD-GmbH/ICM on behalf of and financed by the Austrian Federal Ministry of 
Science, Research and Economy (BMWFW). 
 
This grant enables PhD students (Maximum age: 35 years) from Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam to apply for a PhD Grant (maximum of 36 months) in 
Austria. 
 
We would hereby like to encourage suitable candidates from the above-mentioned countries 
who wish to pursue the Doctoral Program in International Business Taxation (DIBT) to 
submit their application to the Program by February 15th 2020 at the latest. The application 
must be made using the online tool. 
 
We will then be happy to support candidates accepted for the DIBT with their application for 
the Ernst Mach ASEA-UNINET grant, for which the closing date will most probably be 
March 31st, 2020. 
 
Further details about the DIBT can be found on our website under the following link. 
Details about the Ernst Mach ASEA-UNINET grant can be found on the OeAD website under 

https://www.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8f036ad69f7c5d2431843302f&id=89b81b7a80&e=b79054dcf7
https://www.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8f036ad69f7c5d2431843302f&id=8d6a1b2e8e&e=b79054dcf7


[Type here] 
 

the following link. 
 
For questions, please contact caroline.ristic@wu.ac.at 
 
Eva Eberhartinger / Michael Lang / Martin Zagler 
 
 
 
13 Call for papers and submissions 
  
Symposium on the Impact of Taxation on the Digital Economy in 2020 
 
Professor Adrian Sawyer and Vincent Ooi are pleased to invite submissions of papers for a 
symposium on the Impact of Taxation on the Digital Economy to be held at Singapore 
Management University School of Law, Singapore on 3 April 2020. The symposium is a 
collaboration between the UC Business School, University of Canterbury and the School of 
Law, Singapore Management University. Contributions from academic staff, legal scholars, 
practitioners, tax administration officials, advisors and postgraduate researchers are 
welcomed.  
 
The aim is for the papers presented during the symposium to be collated and published as an 
edited collection. The book is targeted to be launched at the ATTA Conference in 
Christchurch in January 2021.  
 
The key research questions are as follows: 
1. How might taxation impact the digital economy? 
2. How might the digital economy impact taxation?  
 
Possible submission themes include:  

• Taxation and the digital economy; 
• Various aspects of digitalisation on taxation containing significant impacts; and  
• Tax policy 

 
Guidelines 
 
Those participating are encouraged to send an informative abstract by 29 February 2020. 
Acceptance will be communicated shortly after the close off date. 
 
Final submissions will only be due after the symposium and should: 

• Be in English and contain full literary citation of sources; and 
• Be in publishable form and submitted with a version in Microsoft Word format;  
• Be around 8,000 words in length including footnotes.  

 
Please send submissions to: 
adrian.sawyer@canterbury.ac.nz and vincentooi@smu.edu.sg by 29 February 2020. 
 
For more details, kindly refer to the flyer here: 
http://www.singaporerevenuelaw.com/Digital_Tax_Call.pdf. Questions may be directed to the 
organisers of the symposium.  
 

******** 
 

Austaxpolicy.com Blog, TTPI Working Papers and Policy Briefs 
Both hosted and edited by the Tax and Transfer Policy Institute.  

https://www.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8f036ad69f7c5d2431843302f&id=e5f680377e&e=b79054dcf7
mailto:caroline.ristic@wu.ac.at
mailto:adrian.sawyer@canterbury.ac.nz
mailto:vincentooi@smu.edu.sg
http://www.singaporerevenuelaw.com/Digital_Tax_Call.pdf
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Please follow us on Twitter @Austaxpolicy or sign up to our fortnightly email newsletter. 
Contributions encouraged and sought as Austaxpolicy Blog enters our second year of 
publishing short, accessible but not dumbed down articles based on your substantive research, 
recently published or in progress. If you like what you read, please distribute it among your 
networks and also circulate the Blog and this call for contributions to others who may be 
interested.  
 
We also seek well prepared and substantial Working Papers to publish in our series, from all 
disciplines, both on the website and on SSRN (where they will be promoted in tax, public 
policy lists). Please send your contribution to tax.policy@anu.edu.au for review. 
 
Finally, we seek Policy Briefs for our series which provides an accessible and rigorous 
explanation of tax issues or concepts for policy-makers, students, academics and interested 
members of the public. Policy Briefs will be published as a numbered report in PDF format 
and also as Brief on the Austaxpolicy.com blog. Please contact us at tax.policy@anu.edu.au , 
we look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 
14 Tax and related meetings 
  

The 2020 ATTA conference will be hosted by University of Tasmania from 22nd January to 
24 January 2020. The theme is: Small Business and Innovation: Does the Taxation Law 
support or hinder growth? 
For the registration see item 3 of this ATTA News. 
For more information, please contact: 
• Nicky Bawle at nicky.bawle@utas.edu 
http://www.utas.edu.au/atta-2020  
 
 
 
The Tax Institute’s website www.taxinstitute.com.au lists many conferences, conventions, 
seminars, and breakfast clubs. For further enquiries, contact Phillipa Cardigan (02) 8223 
0045 or email phillipacardigan@taxinstitute.com.au or register online at 
www.taxinstitute.com.au  
Call the National Events team on 1300 733 842 for more details. 
Please contact the National Events Team on 1300 829 338 or by email, 
nationalevents@taxinstitute.com.au Follow us on Twitter @TaxInstituteOz 

 
Overseas 
 
American Accounting Association Calls for paper website http://aaahq.org/calls/default.cfm  
 
Canadian Tax Foundation http://www.ctf.ca/ctfweb/en 
 
Institute for Fiscal Studies Conferences and seminars 
http://www1.ifs.org.uk/conferences/index.shtml  
 
Institute for Austrian and International Tax Law 2020 events: The topics of the seminar 
sessions and other events can always be found at www.wu.ac.at/taxlaw. Please see the 
website for most up-to-date information on them.  

 January 2020  

mailto:tax.policy@anu.edu.au
mailto:tax.policy@anu.edu.au
http://www.utas.edu.au/atta-2020
http://aaahq.org/calls/default.cfm
http://www1.ifs.org.uk/conferences/index.shtml
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• January 20, 2020 Colloquium: "Current Developments in European and 
International Tax Law", Ari Glogower, Aurelio Massimiano 

• January 22, 2020 Workshop: "Vienna Multistakeholder Group on Improving 
Cross border Disputes Resolution: VAT and Disputes" 

• January 22-24, 2020 Conference: "Court of Justice of the European Union: 
Recent VAT Case Law" 

• January 23, 2020 Semester closing (in German) 
• January 27-February 1, 2020 Seminar: "The Practice of Double Tax Treaties in 

Case Studies" 

February 2020  

• February 19, 2020 Workshop: "Vienna Multistakeholder Group on Improving 
Cross border Disputes Resolution: NIF and BRI" 

• February 19-21, 2020 Global Transfer Pricing Conference: "Transfer Pricing 
Developments around the World" 

• February 22, 2020 Workshop: "Blockchain and TP" 
March 2020  

• March 16, 2020 KSW-Information Evening, Prof. Rust (in German) 
• March 16-17, 2020 Conference: "Tax Transparency and Corruption" 
• March 23, 2020 IFA-Event: "Impacts of the US-Tax Reform on European 

Enterprises" 
• March 30, 2020 KPMG-WU-Workshop (in German) 

April 2020  

• April 17-18, 2020 Wiener Bilanzrechtstage: "Kauf und Verkauf von 
Unternehmen" (in German) 

• April 20, 2020 Colloquium: "Current Developments in European and 
International Tax Law", Stefano Ceccacci, Alessandro Bucchieri 

• April 22, 2020 Wolfgang Gassner Memorial Lecture: "Österreich auf dem Weg 
zur Einheitsbilanz - ein Vorbild für Europa?", Heribert Anzinger (in German) 

  May 2020  

• May 04-08, 2020 Advanced Transfer Pricing Course (General Topics) 
• May 07, 2020 VAT-Symposion: "Abgrenzung Drittstaat zu Europäischer Union 

aus umsatzsteuerlicher Perspektive: Systembruch oder Notwendigkeit? " (in 
German) 

• May 11, 2020 Panel Discussion of Lawyers (in German) 
• May 14-16, 2020 Conference: "Tax Treaty Case Law Around the Globe" 

(Tilburg) 
• May 18, 2020 Colloquium: "Current Developments in European and 

International Tax Law", Peter Hongler, Graeme Alan Wood, Jozef Kavuliak 
• May 25, 2020 KPMG-WU Workshop (in German) 

June 2020  

• June 08, 2020 Colloquium: "Current Developments in European and 
International Tax Law", Jens Wittendorff, Katharina Schlücke 

• June 15, 2020 27. Vienna Symposion on International Tax Law: "‘Tax 
Covered‘ – The Scope of Double Taxation Conventions" 

• June 18-20, 2020 EATLP Congress 
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• June 18-20, 2020 Seminar: "Double Tax Treaties in Case Studies – Senior 
Level" 

• June 25, 2020 Semester closing (in German) 
July 2020  

• July 02-04, 2020 Rust Conference: "Mission Completed? The Implementation 
and the Lasting Effects of the Multilateral Instrument (MLI)" 

• July 06-10, 2020 Advanced Transfer Pricing Course (Benchmarking) 
• July 13-17, 2020 CEE Vienna International Tax Law Summer School 2020 

September 2020  

• September 11, 2020 Klaus Vogel Lecture: "Crossroads of Bilateral Investment 
Treaties and Taxation" 

• September 21, 2020 KSW-Information Evening, Claus Staringer (in German) 
• September 21-22, 2020 Workshop: "Tax Transparency and Corruption" 
• September 21-25, 2020 Advanced Transfer Pricing Course (Specific Topics) 
• September 30, 2020 IFA-Event: "Das Internationale Steuerrecht im Umbruch – 

vom Steuermodell einer digitalen Wirtschaft zu einem neuen, globalen 
Besteuerungskonzept" (in German) 

October 2020  

• October 19, 2020 KSW-Information Evening, Josef Schuch (in German) 
• October 30, 2020 WU Transfer Pricing Symposium 

November 2020  

• November 02-03, 2020 Conference: "DET and VAT" 
• November 05, 2020 SWI-Annual Retreat (in German) 
• November 06-07, 2020 Symposion on Procedural and Constitutional Law (in 

German) 
• November 09, 2020 KPMG-WU-Workshop (in German) 
• November 16, 2020 Colloquium: "Current Developments in European and 

International Tax Law" 
• November 18, 2020 IFA Event – WIN Veranstaltung: "Missbrauch und 

Steuerumgehung" (in German) 
• November 19-21, 2020 Conference: "Recent and Pending Cases at the Court of 

Justice of the European Union on Direct Taxation" 
December 2020  

• December 03, 2020 Panel Discussion of Tax Advisor (in German) 
• December 14, 2020 KPMG-WU-Workshop (in German) 

   
 

International Bureau of Fiscal Documentation. Various courses in Amsterdam, the 
Netherlands or in Malaysia or elsewhere. For details, see http://www.ibfd.org The IBFD 
International Tax Academy (ITA) runs an extensive international course program. Generally 
all courses are held in Amsterdam. Should you require any further information or wish to 
register please refer to their web site www.ibfd.org or contact the International Tax Academy 
at +31-20-554 0160 or by e-mail ita@ibfd.org  
For courses go to http://www.ibfd.org/Training 
IBFD International Tax Courses - See also http://www.ibfd.org/Training/Find-course 
Transfer Pricing Masterclass 24-25 February 2020, Amsterdam 
Transfer Pricing in a Post- BEPS World - Chinese Perspective 26-27 March 2020, Beijing 
Current Issues in International Tax Planning 4-6 March 2020, Amsterdam 
Principles of Transfer Pricing 9-13 March 2020, Amsterdam  

http://www.ibfd.org/
http://www.ibfd.org/
mailto:ita@ibfd.org
http://www.ibfd.org/Training/Find-course
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Principles of International Taxation 16-20 March 2020, Amsterdam 
6th Africa Tax Symposium 20-22 May 2020, Arusha, Tanzania.  
IBFD Masterclass 18-19 May 2020 as a prelude to the 6th IBFD Africa Tax Symposium, 
 
International Fiscal Association Congresses http://www.ifa.nl/pages/default.aspx 
IFA 2020 Congress, Cancun, Mexico, 4-8 October 2020 https://www.ifacancun2020.com 
 
International Tax Planning Association Forthcoming meetings 
http://www.itpa.org/meetings.html 
 
2020 SMU David R Tillinghast Global Taxation Conference, Singapore Management 
University’s School of Law, 31 March and 1 April 2020. The conference is organised by 
Singapore Management University School of Law, made possible by grant from IFA, and is 
supported by the OECD Centre for Tax Policy and Administration, University of Lausanne, 
NYU School of Law International Tax, Tax Academy of Singapore, IBFD, Xiamen University 
and the UK Chartered Institute of Taxation.  Contact 
Sam Sim (Co-chairman of David R Tillinghast Conference 2020) 
Email: tysim@smu.edu.sg 
Vincent Ooi (Co-chairman of David R Tillinghast Conference 2020) 
Email: vincentooi@smu.edu.sg 
 
Symposium on the Impact of Taxation on the Digital Economy in 2020, Singapore 
Management University School of Law, Singapore, 3 April 2020. The symposium is a 
collaboration between the UC Business School, University of Canterbury and the School of 
Law, Singapore Management University. Contributions from academic staff, legal scholars, 
practitioners, tax administration officials, advisors and postgraduate researchers are 
welcomed. The aim is for the papers presented during the symposium to be collated and 
published as an edited collection. The book is targeted to be launched at the ATTA 
Conference in Christchurch in January 2021.  
The key research questions are as follows: 
1. How might taxation impact the digital economy? 
2. How might the digital economy impact taxation?  
Possible submission themes include:  
• Taxation and the digital economy; 
• Various aspects of digitalisation on taxation containing significant impacts; and  
• Tax policy 
Please send submissions to: adrian.sawyer@canterbury.ac.nz and vincentooi@smu.edu.sg by 
29 February 2020. For more details, kindly refer to the flyer here: 
http://www.singaporerevenuelaw.com/Digital_Tax_Call.pdf. Questions may be directed to the 
organisers of the symposium.  
 
Other useful tax and law related conference websites include the  
International Bar Association: http://www.ibanet.org/Conferences/conferences_home.aspx  
IBFD Course calendar 
http://www.ibfd.org/portal/app?bookmarkablePage=org.ibfd.portal.presentation.TaxCourses  
International Events and Law Conferences 
http://internationaleventsandlawconferences.yolasite.com 
Conferences in Australia http://www.conferencealerts.com/country-
listing.php?page=1&ipp=All&country=Australia 
New South Wales Bar Association 
http://www.nswbar.asn.au/docs/professional/prof_dev/CPD/programme/index.php  
Law Council of Australia http://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/lawcouncil/index.php/conferences 
Practising Law Institute http://www.pli.edu/ 
New York County Lawyers Association http://www.nycla.org  

http://www.itpa.org/meetings.html
mailto:tysim@smu.edu.sg
mailto:vincentooi@smu.edu.sg
mailto:adrian.sawyer@canterbury.ac.nz
mailto:vincentooi@smu.edu.sg
http://www.singaporerevenuelaw.com/Digital_Tax_Call.pdf
http://www.ibanet.org/Conferences/conferences_home.aspx
http://www.nswbar.asn.au/docs/professional/prof_dev/CPD/programme/index.php
http://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/lawcouncil/index.php/conferences
http://www.pli.edu/
http://www.nycla.org/
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American Bar Association Taxation CLE topics 
http://www.americanbar.org/cle/cle_courses_by_topic/taxation.html  
New York Bar Association http://www.nysba.org/  
Hieros Gamos Worldwide Law Events Calendar http://www.hg.org/legal-events.asp 
For Australian ones http://www.hg.org/legal-events-australia.asp 
For social sciences and humanities conferences, meetings etc, see Mind: The Meetings Index 
http://www.interdok.com/mind  
See also the magazine Australian Conference & Exhibition Diary, Vamosi Information 
Publication.  
  
 
15 Recent publications 
 
Bold indicates ATTA members. Readers are encouraged to notify the Editor of recently 
written publications for notification, in these pages. Please note some of the overseas 
publications listed may not yet be available locally.  
 
Local 
 
Austaxpolicy: The Tax and Transfer Policy Blog <http://www.austaxpolicy.com> Recent 
postings include: 
Happy Holidays from Austaxpolicy, Mathias Sinning, Miranda Stewart and Sonali 
Walpola, 
23 December 2019  
The International Seabed Authority and the Future of Tax, Micah Burch, 20 December 2019  
Influencing Consumers to Choose Low-Emission Motor Vehicles, Marize de Villiers,19 
December 2019   
 
(2019) Vol 21(1) Journal of Australian Taxation 
Nethercott, Les; Gonzaga, Livia & Ozdil, Esin ‘Country – by – Country Reporting: A New 
Dimension in Taxpayer Compliance Obligations in Australia’  
Barrett, Jonathan ‘The Role of Taxes in Promoting the Experience of Home for Tenants’ 
Freudenberg, Brett & Mortimore, Anna ‘The Firm: Re-thinking tutorials to provide greater 
authenticity for future tax professionals’  
Bayliss, Myles ‘Universal Basic Income: The Potential Impact on the Australian Tax System’
  
(2019) Vol 21(1) Journal of Australian Taxation– Special Edition – New Zealand 
Scobie, Matthew (Kāi Tahu) And Love, Tyron Rakeiora (Te Ātiawa) ‘The Treaty and the Tax 
Working Group: Tikanga or Tokenistic Gestures?’  1 
Pavlovich, Alison ‘Striving for Intergenerational Wellbeing’  
Barrett, Jonathan & Makale, Kathleen ‘The Environment Is Not an Externality: The 
Circular Economy and the Tax Working Group’   
Morrissey, Suzy ‘Women and the Tax Working Group’   
Maples, Andrew & Yong, Sue ‘The Tax Working Group and Capital Gains Tax in New 
Zealand — A Missed Opportunity?’   
Walker, Ben ‘Analysing New Zealand’s Digital Services Tax Proposal’   
 
Overseas 
 
Asia-Pacific Tax Bulletin Number 6 - 2019  
China (People’s Rep) - The Present State and Future Prospects of China’s International Tax 
Administrative Litigation System -Chen Jingxian  
China (People’s Rep) - The TCI Case – A Milestone Case for China Taxing Offshore Indirect 
Shares Transfer - Na Li  
India - Advance Pricing Agreement – Indian Experience - Sanjeev Sharma 

http://www.nysba.org/
http://www.interdok.com/mind
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Indonesia - Is Indonesia Benefitting from the Multilateral Instrument? Chintya Pramasanti 
and Christine Tjen  
Myanmar - Recent Developments in Myanmar Tax Law - Jack Sheehan and Diberjohn 
Balinas 
 
British Tax Review Issue 5 2019 
Editorial - Joint General Editors 581 
Current Notes 
DAC 6: the UK’s proposals for implementation - Brin Rajathurai  
Case Notes 
HMRC v Joint Administrators of Lehman Brothers International (Europe) (In 
Administration): the meaning of “yearly interest” for UK withholding tax purposes - Stuart 
Pibworth  
R. (on the application of Derry) v HMRC: the first judicial steps forward from the Rewrite -  
Matthew Paterson  
Articles 
Company Size Matters - Ruth Mason and Leopoldo Parada  
Collection and Administration of Taxes During the Reign of King George III: the Example 
of Jane Austen’s Brother, Henry, Receiver-General of Taxes for Oxfordshire 1813–1816 - 
Fiona Martin  
Book Reviews: Taxing the Digital Economy: The EU Proposals and Other Insights (IBFD, 
2019), by P Pistone and D Weber (eds) - Christiana HJI Panayi 
 
Bulletin for International Taxation Number 12 - 2019  
OECD/International - The Evolution of Controlled Foreign Corporation Rules and Beyond -  
Brian J Arnold 
Netherlands/OECD/International - The Challenges of Client Tax Integrity Testing for Banks 
in the Netherlands (and Soon Elsewhere?) - Ronald Russo and Ronald Hein 
United States - The Multistate Tax Commission’s Alternative to Litigation - Roxanne Bland 
Tax treaty monitor  
OECD/International - Is the Arm’s-Length-Principle-Based Authorised OECD Approach to 
the Attribution of Profits to a Permanent Establishment Losing Its Authority? Rasmi Ranjan 
Das 
Germany/India/Korea (Rep) - Tax Treaty Relief at Source for German Partnerships: Courts 
Take Different Positions in India and South Korea - Andreas Kempf 
Argentina/OECD/International - Taxation of the Ride-Sharing Economy: Source Taxation 
through Service Permanent Establishment Provisions Revisited – The Case under the 
Argentine Treaty Network - Guillermo O. Teijeiro and Juan Manuel Vázquez 
OECD/International - The Principal Purpose Test: A Critical Analysis of Its Substantive and 
Procedural Aspects – Part 2 - Ian Zahra 
United States/OECD/International - Recent (2019) US Tax Treaty Developments: Dispute 
Developments in Non-EU Jurisdictions, Treaties Awaiting Ratification and the Advance 
Pricing Agreement Programme - Nana Ama Sarfo 
 
Cipollini, Claudio Special tax zones and EU law: theory, implementations, and future 
challenges, Kluwer Law International, 2019; ISBN 9789403518855, €127.00 
 
European Taxation Number 11 - 2019  
United Kingdom - A Critical Examination of the Proposed UK Digital Services Tax - Belema 
R Obuoforibo 
France - The French Crusade to Tax the Online Advertisement Business: Reflections on the 
French Google Case and the Newly Introduced Digital Services Tax - Bob Michel 
European Union - Are Turnover-Based Taxes a Suitable Way to Target Business Profits? 
Dario Stevanato 
EU update – Commission, Mery Alvarado; Court of Justice, Mery Alvarado 
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CFE news - Opinion Statement on European Tax Advisers’ Policy Priorities for the 2019-
2024 EU Mandate 
CFE Board and CFE Technical Committees  
What's going on in ...  
Poland - Collective Investment Schemes Claiming a Withholding Tax Refund in the European 
Union (in Particular, Poland) - Magdalena Kostowska and Steffen Gnutzmann 
 
Markham, Michelle ‘The comparative dimension regarding approaches to decision-making 
in international tax arbitration’, in Farrar, JH; Lo, VI & Goh, B (eds), Scholarship, practice 
and education in comparative law: a festschrift in honour of Mary Hiscock, Singapore, 
Springer, 2019 
 
Markham, Michelle ‘Arbitration and tax treaty disputes’, Arbitration International, aiz023, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/arbint/aiz023 
 
Mann, Roberta; Martin, Fiona and Butcher, Bill 'Saving the planet by cutting corporate 
taxes: a comparative case study analysis' (2019) 23(1) Florida Tax Review (forthcoming) 
 
Yilmaz, Serdar & Zahir, Farah (eds) Intergovernmental transfers in federations, Cheltenham, 
Glos, UK, Edward Elgar Publishing Ltd, 2020 
Foreword by Richard Bird  
1 Introduction to the volume 1 - Serdar Yilmaz and Farah Zahir 
Part I Conceptual Issues 
2 The architecture of intergovernmental transfers: principles and practice in low- and middle-
income countries - Roy W Bahl Jr 
3 Issues in intergovernmental fiscal transfers: public finance and political economy 
considerations - Serdar Yilmaz and Farah Zahir 
4 The practice of fiscal equalization: a political economy clarification - Bernard Dafflon and 
François Vaillancourt 
Part Ii Intergovernmental Transfers in Mature Federations 
5 The German model of addressing vertical and horizontal fiscal imbalances - Paul B. Spahn 
6 The United States grant system - Howard A. Chernick 
7 Federal finance arrangements in Canada: the challenges of fiscal imbalance and natural 
resource rents - Marcelin Joanis and Fran.ois Vaillancourt 
8 Revenue and expenditure needs equalization: the Swiss answer - Bernard Dafflon 
9 Intergovernmental fiscal relations in Australia - Bob Searle 
10 The economic impacts of horizontal fiscal equalization as practised in Australia - Jonathan 
Coppel 
Part Iii Intergovernmental Transfers in Evolving Federations 
11 Intergovernmental fiscal transfers and performance grants in Brazil - Deborah L Wetzel 
and Lorena Viñuela 
12 Intergovernmental fiscal transfer system in Argentina:  historical evolution, current 
performance and reform options to promote efficiency, equity and transparency - Marco 
Larizza and Julian Folgar 
13 Evolving role of the Finance Commissions in India in the last 25 years - Farah Zahir 
14 Emerging trends in fiscal transfer systems in selected federations: implications for India - 
Jorge Martinez-Vazquez 
Part Iv Intergovernmental Transfers in Unitary Federations 
 15 Intergovernmental fiscal transfers in Kenya: the evolution of revenue sharing under new 
devolution in a quasi-federal system - Jamie Boex and Paul Smoke 
 16 Reforming vertical programmes: the case of South African local government - David 
Savage 
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17 Quotable quotes 
 
 
On Ken Dodd, whom he defended on tax evasion charges: 
 "Some accountants are comedians, but comedians are never accountants." 
 
Source: ‘George Carman QC: a career in quotations’ The Guardian 3 January 2001 
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/2001/jan/02/4 
 

********* 
 
“Almost a third of big companies are still not paying any tax despite a government crackdown 
that has included forcing technology multinationals to admit they do business in Australia, 
new data shows. 
 
Taxation office deputy commissioner Rebecca Saint said the data, which covers 2,200 
companies, showed good progress in cracking down on corporate tax evasion but more 
needed to be done. 
 
“These are a good set of numbers,” she said. 
 
She said the ATO wanted to improve voluntary compliance with tax law by big companies 
from 92% to 94%. 
 
“We are still challenging corporates and ourselves to improve that voluntary compliance even 
further,” she said. 
 
   
The latest results, released on Thursday, show 32% of the companies in the data set paid no 
tax in the 2017-18 year – down from 36% three years previously. 
 
About $3.8bn extra revenue was squeezed from foreign multinationals, partly as a result of 
the government’s crackdown on tech tax dodgers such as Google and Facebook – a strategy 
Saint said had locked in a flow of revenue into the future. 
 
Tax receipts from the companies in the data sat were up $6.6bn in total, mainly due to soaring 
commodity prices.” 
 
Source: Butler, Ben ‘ATO data reveals almost a third of big companies still not paying tax in 
Australia’ The Guardian Australia 12 December 2019  
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/dec/12/ato-data-reveals-almost-a-third-of-
big-companies-still-not-paying-tax-in-australia 
 

********* 
 
“Even at the Nanking Restaurant in Campbell Street which was the only establishment large 
enough to host major community banquets the lighting was dim, furnishings comprised 
wooden tables and long forms for seating and there was not a tablecloth in sight. The Nanking 
took up two floors, with VIPs such as the Police Commissioner and the Commissioner of 
Taxation regularly entertained on the upper floor.” 
 
Source: Shin Wah, Annette & Atikin, Greg Banquet: ten courses to harmony, Moorebank, 
NSW, Doubleday, 1999 p 133 
 

********* 
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“The principality of Hutt River in Western Australia, formed in 1970 by farmer Leonard 
Casley in protest against wheat quotas. 
 
Fed up with bureaucracy, he seceded from Australia, crowning himself "Prince Leonard" and 
ignoring the Australian Tax Office. 
 
"One day he was a wheat farmer...getting covered in dust and chaff and the next day he was a 
prince," Pastoralists and Graziers Association of WA president Tony Seabrook said. 
 
Prince Leonard, who abdicated to his son Prince Graeme two years ago, died in February, 
aged 93, leaving a $3 million tax bill.” 
 
Source: King, Jennifer ‘Remembering those remarkable Australians who died in 2019’ ABC 
News 30 December 2019 https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-12-30/lives-we-lost-in-
2019/11408032 
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