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I hope everyone is managing the 
challenging balancing act of keeping 
up with teaching, maintaining 
research and retaining some sort 
of work/life balance in these times. 
It is great to see many of our ATTA 
colleagues highlighted in the recent 
publications in this newsletter.  Please 
do keep our ATTA Newsletter General 
Editor, Colin Fong, updated with your 
activities. I think we all enjoy reading 
about what our colleagues are doing 
and achieving, especially when we 
have limited opportunity to meet in 
person.     

Please see one opportunity to engage 
with tax colleagues at item [8] below.  
Miranda Stewart at Melbourne Law 
School is organising a Tax Research 

Online Seminar series. The first 
session is scheduled for Thursday 
30 July.  I hope to “see” some of you 
there. 

A reminder that we are proposing 
to hold two one-day symposiums 
in January 2021.  One will be in 
Christchurch and we are hopeful that 
another will take place in Australia.  
At the time of writing this column we 
have not received any expressions 
of interest for holding a symposium 
in Australia. If you are interested in 
hosting this, please do let Adrian 
Sawyer (adrian.sawyer@canterbury.
ac.nz) and me (Lisa.Marriott@vuw.
ac.nz) know.  Please see more at item 
[3] below. 

With best wishes    

Lisa

Lisa Marriott
President – ATTA

 

01 |   PRESIDENTIAL COLUMN

President’s Note

02 |   ATTA’S 33RD ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Both the ATTA 2021 conference organising committee and the ATTA Executive have reached the unprecedented decision that 
we are postponing the January 2021 conference to 19-21 January 2022 (equivalent dates) due to the impact of COVID-19.  
The decision comes with a background of borders being closed and likely at best to open to Australia only (meaning a large 
portion of our attendees from outside the region could not come), and with many academics and graduate students facing 
reduced conference budgets and thus being unable to attend. 

Adrian Sawyer (adrian.sawyer@canterbury.ac.nz)

03 |   ATTA 2021 SYMPOSIUM SUGGESTION

The full formal ATTA conference to be held in Christchurch in January 2021 will now be postponed until January 2022. In an 
attempt to provide a feeling of collegiality and continuity to the ATTA community it is suggested that a one day symposium be 
held both in New Zealand and Australia. This would in particular provide an opportunity for PhD students within our discipline 
to present their ongoing research and receive valuable feedback. There would be no particular ‘theme’ to the symposium so all 
papers are welcome. 

The proposed symposium will be held in lieu of the official ATTA conference. One suggestion is to hold a one day symposium 
at the University of Canterbury, with potentially a similar one day event in Australia. Expressions of interest are welcome for 
someone in Brisbane, Melbourne or Sydney to host a symposium. The symposiums could be run on different days with the 
opportunity to have people either ‘Zoom’ in to the sessions or attend in person. There would be no concurrent sessions.

Abstracts
Abstracts only would be required prior to the event to put together a programme. There would be no formal review of papers. 
Abstracts would be required by 30 November 2020.

Symposium Dates Suggested
The dates tentatively being considered would be around the usual ATTA conference time, with perhaps the New Zealand 
symposium being held on Wednesday 20 January 2021 and the Australian symposium, should one go ahead, on Thursday 21 
January.

mailto:adrian.sawyer%40canterbury.ac.nz?subject=
mailto:adrian.sawyer%40canterbury.ac.nz?subject=
mailto:Lisa.Marriott%40vuw.ac.nz?subject=
mailto:Lisa.Marriott%40vuw.ac.nz?subject=
mailto:adrian.sawyer%40canterbury.ac.nz?subject=
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04 |   ARRIVALS, DEPARTURES 
AND HONOURS

Honours
Institute for Austrian and International Tax Law 
now has a new professor: Karoline Spies, who 
habilitated at the Institute for Austrian and 
International Tax Law, joined them on 3 July 2020 
as professor of tax law with focus on VAT.

Cost
The University of Canterbury has expressed willingness to host the NZ 
symposium. We anticipate a small cost for those attending in person to 
cover catering expenses. 

Tentative Day Programme
• Welcome
• Morning Presentations (with a morning tea break) 9am to 12 noon
• Lunch and mingling (1 metre apart) 12 noon to 1pm
• Afternoon Presentations (with an afternoon tea break) 1pm to 5pm
• Social Event and Dinner 6pm (for those attending in person)

Presentations
The usual 20 to 25 minutes presentation with up to 10 minutes for 
comments/questions.

Feedback from the ATTA community is sought as to whether this would 
be of interest to proceed. Please email your views to Adrian Sawyer 
(adrian.sawyer@canterbury.ac.nz), and Lisa Marriott (Lisa.Marriott@vuw.
ac.nz) by the end of July.  

05 |   BULLETIN BOARD

 Vacancies
Lecturer/Assistant Professor/Associate Professor of Accounting 

• Posting Number: F29P
• Location: Halifax, Canada
• Position Type: Tenure Stream
• Closing Date: 31 August 2020

The Rowe School of Business (RSB) [Dalhousie University] invites 
applications for a probationary tenure-track or tenure-track 
appointment in Accounting at the rank of Lecturer, Assistant 
or Associate Professor (dependent upon qualifications and 
experience), commencing July 1, 2021 (negotiable). 

 Do you have a Bulletin Board item?
Please email your Bulletin Board items to the Editor for inclusion in forthcoming editions of ATTA News.

 ATTA News Publishing Deadlines
Please note the following dates are approximate.

August Edition of ATTA News

• Items to the Editor by: 13 August 2020
• Publicly available on: 20 August 2020

September Edition of ATTA News

• Items to the Editor by: 11 September 2020
• Publicly available on: 21 September 2020

October Edition of ATTA News

• Items to the Editor by: 12 October 2020
• Publicly available on: 20 October 2020

 Letter to Attorney-General
“In an open letter to Attorney-General Christian Porter, about 500 women working in the law from across Australia have 
sought changes to the way judges are disciplined and appointed.

The letter comes after former High Court judge Dyson Heydon was found by an independent investigation to have sexually 
harassed young female associates of the court, as reported by The Sydney Morning Herald.

The letter was also sent to Susan Kiefel, Chief Justice of the High Court of Australia, along with another letter to thank her

for her strong, decisive and compassionate responses to the complaints in the Heydon matter,and ask her to work 
with the government to see these reforms implemented in a way sensitive to the protection of judicial integrity and 
independence”.

Source: The Conversation

mailto:adrian.sawyer%40canterbury.ac.nz?subject=
mailto:Lisa.Marriott%40vuw.ac.nz?subject=
mailto:Lisa.Marriott%40vuw.ac.nz?subject=
http://dal.peopleadmin.ca/postings/2337
http://www.dal.ca/faculty/management/rsb.html
http://www.dal.ca/hiringfordiversity
mailto:c.fong%40unsw.edu.au?subject=ATTA%20News%20Bulletin%20Board%20Item
https://theconversation.com/deep-cultural-shifts-required-open-letter-from-500-legal-women-calls-for-reform-of-way-judges-are-appointed-and-disciplined-142042
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06 |   TAX LAW DEVELOPMENTS

Australia
Federal Court of Australia

Yeo, in the matter of Ready Kit Cabinets Pty Ltd (in liq) v Commissioner of Taxation (No 2) [2020] FCA 920

Middleton J – 2 July 2020

Catchwords:
• Costs - application by applicants for costs on a party and party basis and then on an indemnity basis - costs follow the 

event - where offers of compromise were made 
• Interest - payment of interest in accordance with the Court’s Interest on Judgments Practice Note (GPN-INT) - no relevant 

delay by applicants to reduce payment of interest

The court orders that:
1. The name of the Respondent be amended by removing the word ‘Deputy’.
2. The Respondent pay the third Applicant the claim sum of $304,722.15.
3. The Respondent pay interest on the claim sum from 24 January 2018 until the date of this judgment determined by 

reference to the Court’s Interest on Judgments Practice Note (GPN-INT).
4. The Respondent pay the Applicants’ costs of the proceeding until 11:00am on 20 June 2019 on a party-party basis.
5. The Respondent pay the Applicants’ costs of the proceeding after 11:00am on 20 June 2019 on an indemnity basis.

New South Wales

Lee v Deputy Commissioner of Taxation [2020] NSWCA 95

Payne JA, McCallum JA and Simpson AJA – 19 May 2020

Catchwords:
• Taxes and duties – administration of federal tax legislation – collection and recovery of taxes – PAYG tax – estimates 

provisions – where Notice of Estimate issued – where company did not pay the amount of the Notice of Estimate – where 
Director Penalty Notices issued – where appellants placed company into liquidation – whether Director Penalties were 
remitted pursuant to s 269-30(1) of Schedule 1 to the Taxation Administration Act 1953 – whether trial judge erred in 
finding that s 269-30(2) Item 2 of Schedule 1 to the Taxation Administration Act 1953 applied in respect of the Director 
Penalties

• Taxes and duties – administration of federal tax legislation – collection and recovery of taxes – PAYG tax – averments 
under s 255-50 of Schedule 1 to the Taxation Administration Act 1953 – where averments made as to unpaid PAYG 
amounts withheld – whether averments themselves sufficient evidence that the company had withheld PAYG amounts 
and not paid those amounts to the Commissioner 

Decision:
1. Appeal dismissed;
2. Appellants to pay the respondent’s costs.

Chief Commissioner of State Revenue v Downer EDI Engineering Pty Ltd [2020] NSWCA 126

Bathurst CJ, Macfarlan JA and Meagher JA – 1 July 2020

Catchwords:
• Statutory interpretation – Payroll Tax Act 2007 (NSW) – ss 32(2)(a) and 32(2)(d)(i) – relevant contract –whether payments 

made under a subcontract were exempt from payroll tax – whether legal title required to pass for there to be a supply of 
goods – whether payments were made “under” the subcontract – whether installation services were “ancillary” to the 
supply of goods

• Statutory interpretation – Taxation Administration Act 1996 (NSW) – ss 25 and 33 – whether the power to remit penalty 
tax and interest is limited

Decision:
1. Appeal dismissed.
2. The appellant pay the respondent’s costs of the appeal.

https://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/single/2020/2020fca0920
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/nsw/NSWCA/2020/95.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/nsw/NSWCA//2020/126.html
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Deputy Commissioner of Taxation v Jaggs [2020] NSWSC 856

Walton J – 3 July 2020

Catchwords:
• Taxation and revenue – recovery of tax related liability – ex-parte proceeding – non-remittance of Pay As You Go 

withholding and superannuation guarantee charge – Tax Administration Act 1953 (Cth) – Income Tax Assessment Act 1936 
(Cth) – order

Conclusion:
1. “In my view, the plaintiff has established, on the evidence, its case under the amended claim. The evidence of the plaintiff 

is contrary to Mr Jaggs’ contentions as set out in his pleaded defence. In the circumstances, while Mr Jaggs has denied 
the claim and put the plaintiff to proof, the evidence in these proceedings, particularly as regards to its withholding tax 
liabilities, means that Mr Jaggs has failed to successfully rebut the presumption arising under the TAA with respect to the 
debt. Further, Mr Jaggs has failed to rebut the prima facie evidence of liability. The plaintiff should bring in short minutes 
reflecting this judgment. The plaintiff may address the question of costs in a short note accompanying the short minutes 
of order.”

Queensland

Ward v Commissioner of State Revenue [2020] QSC 59

Jackson J – 1 May 2020

Catchwords:
• Taxes and duties – Stamp duties – Appeal, Case started etc – Queensland – where the appellants held a joint interest in 

residential land in Queensland with two others – where the other two joint interest holders sold their interests to the 
appellants who purchased those interests jointly – where a half interest in the land was transferred to the appellants 
– where the appellants occupied the land as their home both before and after the transfer - where the respondent 
Commissioner assessed the dutiable transaction on the basis that section 93 of the Duties Act 2001 (Qld) applied – where 
the appellants objected to the respondent Commissioners assessment on the basis that section 93 did not apply– where 
the respondent Commissioner dismissed the appellants objection– whether section 93 applied to the transaction– where 
the Court found that ss 93(1) and 93(6) of the Act applied to calculate the concessional amount – where the Court held 
that the appeal be allowed.

The order of the Court is that:
1. The appeal is allowed.
2. There is no order as to costs.

Deputy Commissioner of Taxation v Peters [2020] QSC 113

Jackson J – 27 May 2020

Catchwords:
• Procedure– Civil proceedings in state and territory courts– Judgments and orders– Amending, varying and setting aside 

judgments and orders– Actions to review or set aside judgment or order–Other cases–where judgment was obtained 
against the defendant in default of filing a notice of intention to defend– where the defendant applied to set aside the 
default judgment– where the defendant submits that the compromise agreement entered into with the plaintiff after the 
judgment was entered provides a basis for the Court to set aside the judgment and dismiss the claim– where the plaintiff 
neither opposes nor consents to the orders sought– whether the Court can set aside the judgment and dismiss the claim 
having regard to facts that occurred after the judgment was entered– where the Court held that it was not appropriate to 
set aside the judgment on the basis of the compromise agreement as the validity of the judgment was not impeached– 
where the Court ordered that the judgment be permanently stayed.

The order of the Court is that:
1. The default judgment entered against the defendant dated 9 February 2018 is permanently stayed.

http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/nsw/NSWSC//2020/856.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/qld/QSC/2020/59.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/qld/QSC/2020/113.html
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Victoria

Annat v Commissioner of State Revenue [2020] VSC 108

Kennedy J – 11 March 2020

Catchwords:
• Taxation – Land Tax – Exemption for primary production – Whether Land used primarily for the business of primary 

production – Whether a beneficiary of the appellant was normally engaged in a substantially full-time capacity in the 
business of primary production – Whether part of the Land should be regarded as a separate parcel – Evidence not 
reliable – Appellant has not discharged onus of proof – Assessments confirmed – Abbott v Commissioner of Land Tax 
[1985] VicRp 15; [1985] VR 164 applied – Sections 64, 67 and 70(2) Land Tax Act 2005 (Vic).

Conclusion:
1. “The assessments should be confirmed.”

Deputy Commissioner of Taxation v Haqiqi [2020] VSC 331

Riordan J – 22 April 2020 (ex tempore)

Catchwords:
• Taxation law – Effect of conclusive and prima facie evidence provisions under the Income Tax Assessment Act 1936 (Cth) 

– Collateral challenge to an assessment on the ground of allegations of deliberate illegality and bad faith in debt recovery 
proceeding.

• Summary judgment – Onus on defendant to identify legal or factual material that provides an arguable response to the 
claim – Hausman v Abigroup Contractors Pty Ltd (2009) 29 VR 213 applied.

• Constitutional law – Whether there was a connection between the objects of taxation and the subject of taxation – Taxing 
power of the Commonwealth under s 51(ii) of the Australian Constitution not affected by an error in the assessment of 
taxable income.

Orders:

1. “I will enter judgment for the plaintiff in the following sums: (a) income tax and associated general interest charges in 
the sum of $1,066,665.44; (b) shortfall interest charge and associated general interest charges in the sum of $45,110.36; 
and (c) administrative penalties and associated general interest charges in the sum of $496,322.20; being a total of 
$1,608,098.00.”

Pitt v Commissioner of State Revenue [2020] VSC 362

Kennedy J – 19 June 2020

Catchwords:
• Taxation – Appeal under s 148 of Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998 (Vic) - Principal place of residence 

(PPR) exemption from land tax – Whether land used solely for the private benefit and enjoyment of the person who uses 
and occupies the PPR land – Where free and unrestricted access to residents of an eco-village at any time – No error of 
law in finding exemption not satisfied - Appeal dismissed - Land Tax Act 2005 (Vic) s 54(3).

Colin Fong

New Zealand
LI 2020/129: Income Tax (Fringe Benefit Tax, Interest on Loans) Amendment Regulations 2020 (NZ)

The Income Tax (Fringe Benefit Tax, Interest on Loans) Amendment Regulations 2020 reduce, from 5.26% to 4.50%, the rate of 
interest that applies for fringe benefit tax purposes to employment-related loans.

The new rate applies, until revised, from the quarter beginning 1 July 2020.

http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/vic/VSC/2020/108.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/vic/VSC/2020/331.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/vic/VSC/2020/362.html
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07 |   CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

Australian Accounting Standards Board
Research Forum

Ranking: N/A
Manuscripts Submission Deadline: 21 July 2020 
Publication Date: TBA

The Australian Accounting Standards Board is currently 
accepting expressions of interest from researchers for next 
year’s Research Forum. The AASB Research Forum is an 
annual event where timely and topical academic research 
in relation to financial reporting is presented before an 
audience of key industry stakeholders. The forum usually 
consists of three presenting academic research teams, a 
panel of industry executives who provide live feedback and 
discussions, and questions from the audience.

The AASB wants academics to make practical 
recommendations for standard-setters and encourages them 
to be bold in their recommendations. Your findings have 
the power to influence tomorrow’s decisions for the greater 
benefit of the International and Australian accounting 
industry and economy.

Authors will also benefit from the AASB’s publication 
relationship with academic journals including Accounting 
and Finance, which has published studies from previous 
research forums, and Australian Accounting Review which 
welcomes academic research for practitioners.

Expressions of interest should be submitted no later than 
5.00pm, Tuesday 21 July 2020 to the AASB Research Centre 
via research@aasb.gov.au. Submissions after this date will 
be considered on a discretionary basis

Curtin Law and Taxation Review
Volume VI

Ranking: TBA
Manuscripts Submission Deadline: 31 August 2020
Publication Date: December 2020

The Editorial Board of the Curtin Law and Taxation 
Review (CLTR) invites contributions from academic staff, 
legal scholars, practitioners, justice professionals and 
postgraduate researchers for possible publication in the 
2020 issue of the CLTR. 

The CLTR is a general law journal which also publishes 
articles that deal with taxation law and practice. The 2020 
editorial team plans to publish between 8 and 10 articles, 
book reviews and case notes in the forthcoming issue. 

A competitive editorial policy will apply to the selection 
of articles. The CLTR satisfies the requirements to be 
regarded as peer reviewed as contained in the current 
Higher Education Research Data Collection (HERDC) 
Specifications (C1 Category). 

Articles should be up to 10,000 words in length 
(maximum), including footnotes. Authors should 
note that CLTR has adopted the Australian Guide to 
Legal Citation 4th edition as its preferred referencing 
convention.

Please submit articles for this issue via email to Donovan 
Castelyn, Editorial Lead of the CLTR at donovan.castelyn@
curtin.edu.au by Monday 31 August 2020.

LI 2020/151: Income Tax (Deemed Rate of Return on Attributing Interests in Foreign Investment Funds, 2019–20 Income Year) 
Order 2020 (NZ)

The Income Tax (Deemed Rate of Return on Attributing Interests in Foreign Investment Funds, 2019–20 Income Year) Order 
2020 sets, for the 2019–20 income year, the deemed rate of return used to calculate foreign investment fund income under 
the calculation method set out in Income Tax Act 2007 (NZ) s EX 55.

The deemed rate of return for the 2019–20 income year is set at 5.05%. (The deemed rate of return set for the 2018–19 
income year was 5.86 per cent.)

The new rate applies from 10 July 2020.

LI 2020/128: Tax Administration (Direct Credit of Refunds of Amounts in Income Equalisation Accounts and Environmental 
Restoration Accounts) Order 2020 (NZ)

The Tax Administration (Direct Credit of Refunds of Amounts in Income Equalisation Accounts and Environmental Restoration 
Accounts) Order 2020 specifies 23 July 2020 as the date on and from which the following types of tax may be refunded by 
direct credit under section 184A of the Tax Administration Act 1994 (NZ) s 184A to a bank account nominated by the taxpayer 
entitled to the refund an amount in an: 

• income equalisation account; or
• environmental restoration account.

Jonathan Barrett

https://www.aasb.gov.au/admin/file/content102/c3/AASB19011_AASB_Research_Forum_2021_1590640673017.pdf
mailto:research%40aasb.gov.au?subject=AASB%20July%202020%20Research%20Forum
https://law.unimelb.edu.au/mulr/aglc/australian-guide-to-legal-citation-v4.pdf
https://law.unimelb.edu.au/mulr/aglc/australian-guide-to-legal-citation-v4.pdf
mailto:donovan.castelyn%40curtin.edu.au?subject=Curtin%20Law%20and%20Taxation%20Review
mailto:donovan.castelyn%40curtin.edu.au?subject=Curtin%20Law%20and%20Taxation%20Review
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Austaxpolicy.com Blog (Tax and Transfer Policy Institute)
TTPI Working Papers and Policy Briefs

Ranking: N/A
Manuscripts Submission Deadline: Continually
Publication Date: Continually

tax.policy@anu.edu.au

08 |   TAX AND RELATED MEETINGS

Domestic
Various domestic events happening in the foreseeable future are listed below.

14th International Conference on Tax Administration

Provisional Date: 3-4 November 2020
Location: Sydney and Online
Cost: $165 - $1,035
Theme: New Frontiers in Tax Administration

We will be back in touch to confirm the conference is going ahead and open 
registrations.  We will also confirm at that time if there is a limited opportunity 
to add some new papers to our program on the experience of responding to the 
pandemic.

Presenters please note we will be in touch to advise you of the new deadline for 
papers in case you want to refresh yours to take account of recent extraordinary 
developments!

Please hold the dates so you can join us to hear from leading academics, policy 
makers and practitioners about current and future global trends.

International Fiscal Association Webinar

Date: 27 July 2020
Location: Online
Cost: TBA
Theme: Australian Foreign Investment 
Reforms

Inaugural Tax Special Interest Group

Scheduled to be held at AFAANZ 
Conference planned for Melbourne in 

2020 has been cancelled and postponed 
until 2021.

2021 ATTA Conference

More information on pages 2 and 3 of 
this edition of ATTA News.

Melbourne Law School Tax Research Seminars Online

Melbourne Law School will host a regular tax research seminar online series starting 
in July 2020. We hope to continue the series into 2021 and hopefully beyond, if 
there is interest, to provide a regular and congenial forum for presentation and 
discussion of new academic tax law, policy and theory research by colleagues 
in Australia, New Zealand and the region. Papers will be circulated to registered 
participants ahead of time. The usual format will be a presentation of a paper for 
about 25 to 30 minutes, comments from a discussant and then ample time for 
questions and discussion. The seminar will be run online as a Zoom meeting, not 
a webinar, to enable discussion. Participants will need to register for the seminar 
ahead of time to receive the zoom password, link and paper. Dates for 2020 
seminars are below:

• 30 July 2020: Dr Daniel Halliday, University of Melbourne, Tax and the
Inheritance of Wealth

• 27 August 2020: Professor Craig Elliffe, Auckland University, International Tax
Frameworks: Assessing the 2020 Compromise

• 18 September 2020
• 29 October 2020
• 26 November 2020

Melbourne Law School Tax Research 
Seminar, July

Date: 30 July 2020
Location: Online
Cost: TBA
Theme: Tax and the Inheritance of 
Wealth

Melbourne Law School Tax Group 
Webinar

Date: 11 August 2020
Location: Online
Cost: TBA
Theme: Reforming Tax Sharing in the 
Federation

The Tax Institute Law Council of Australia Australian Conference Alerts

https://www.austaxpolicy.com/about/style-guide/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/14th-international-tax-administration-conference-tickets-74919597533
https://ifa-australia.com.au/
http://alumni.online.unimelb.edu.au/s/1182/match/wide.aspx?sid=1182&gid=1&pgid=19167&cid=27250&ecid=27250&crid=0&calpgid=722&calcid=1383
http://alumni.online.unimelb.edu.au/s/1182/match/wide.aspx?sid=1182&gid=1&pgid=19167&cid=27250&ecid=27250&crid=0&calpgid=722&calcid=1383
http://alumni.online.unimelb.edu.au/s/1182/match/wide.aspx?sid=1182&gid=1&pgid=19158&cid=27238&ecid=27238&crid=0&calpgid=722&calcid=1383
http://alumni.online.unimelb.edu.au/s/1182/match/wide.aspx?sid=1182&gid=1&pgid=19158&cid=27238&ecid=27238&crid=0&calpgid=722&calcid=1383
https://www.taxinstitute.com.au/professional-development
https://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/events
https://conferencealerts.com/country-listing.php?page=1&ipp=All&country=Australia
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International
Various international events happening in the foreseeable future are listed below.

21st Global Conference on 
Environmental Taxation

Date: 24-25 September 2020
Location: Online
Cost: TBA
Theme: Environmental Taxation in an Era 
of COVID-19

International Fiscal Association Virtual 
Program

Date: 16-25 November 2020
Location: Online
Cost: TBA
Theme: TBA

5th International Taxpayer Rights 
Conference

Date: Postponed to 6-7 October 2021
Location: Pretoria, South Africa
Cost: USD$325 
Theme: Taxpayer Rights, Human Rights: 
Issues for Developing Countries

International Fiscal Association Congress

Date: Postponed to 10-15 September 
2022
Location: Cancun, Mexico
Cost: Unknown 
Theme: TBA

Canadian Tax Foundation Institute for Fiscal Studies

Institute for Austrian and International 
Tax Law

International Bureau of Fiscal 
Documentation

International Fiscal Association International Tax Planning Association

International Bar Association
International Events and Law 

Conferences
Practising Law Institute

American Bar Association New York Bar Association Hieros Gamos Worldwide Law Events

https://vermontlaw.edu/GCET21
https://vermontlaw.edu/GCET21
https://www.ifa.nl/news/virtual-programme-16-25-november-2020
https://www.ifa.nl/news/virtual-programme-16-25-november-2020
https://taxpayer-rights.org/international-conference-on-taxpayer-rights-registration/
https://taxpayer-rights.org/international-conference-on-taxpayer-rights-registration/
https://www.ifa.nl/ifa-congresses
http://www.ctf.ca/ctfweb/en
http://www1.ifs.org.uk/conferences/index.shtml
https://www.wu.ac.at/en/taxlaw/eventsmain
https://www.wu.ac.at/en/taxlaw/eventsmain
http://www.ibfd.org/portal/app?bookmarkablePage=org.ibfd.portal.presentation.TaxCourses 
http://www.ibfd.org/portal/app?bookmarkablePage=org.ibfd.portal.presentation.TaxCourses 
http://www.ifa.nl/pages/default.aspx
http://www.itpa.org/meetings.html
https://www.ibanet.org/Conferences/conferences_home.aspx
http://internationaleventsandlawconferences.yolasite.com
http://internationaleventsandlawconferences.yolasite.com
http://www.pli.edu/
https://www.americanbar.org/events-cle/
http://www.nysba.org/
http://www.hg.org/legal-events.asp
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09 |   RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Readers are encouraged to inform the Editor of recently written publications for inclusion in these pages. Italics indicate ATTA 
members.

Domestic
The Conversation

ATTA Member contribution(s) 
• Dale Boccabella - ‘Be careful what you claim for when

working from home. There are capital gains tax risks’, 30
June 2020

• Neil Warren - ‘Memo to Australia’s states: try renovating
your tax system before asking for a new one’, 6 July 2020

Articles of Interest
• Isaac Gross - ‘Australia needs a six-month GST holiday’, 7

July 2020
• Richard Holden - ‘Vital Signs: Stamp duty is an economic

drag. Here’s how to move to a better system’, 3 July 2020

Bulletin for International Taxation 
2020 | Volume 74 | Issue 7

ATTA Member contribution(s) 
• Andrew MC Smith - ' China (People's Rep.)/New Zealand/

OECD - The New China-New Zealand Income Tax Treaty
(2019) – How Does It Shape Up Following the BEPS
Project and the MLI?’

Tax and Transfer Policy Institute
Austaxpolicy.com Blog

ATTA Member contribution(s)
• Rodney Brown, Youngdeok Lim and Chris Evans - ‘The

Impact of Full Franking Credit Refundability on Corporate
Tax Avoidance’, 22 June 2020

• Christine Peacock - ‘Including Resales of Residential
Premises in the GST Base’, 6 July 2020

Articles of Interest
• Cameron Chisholm - ‘Understanding how behavioural

assumptions are accounted for in policy costings: The 
Parliamentary Budget Office’s approach’, 17 June 2020

• Robert Breunig and Timothy Watson - ‘Strengthening
JobKeeper’, 24 June 2020

• John Hewson - ‘Take it from one who’s been burnt
attempting tax reform: Now’s the time to try again’, 26
June 2020

• Nazila Alinaghi, John Creedy and Norman Gemmell - ‘Do
couples bunch more? Evidence from partnered and single
taxpayers in New Zealand’, 30 June 2020

• Luke McKenzie, Chris Hoy and Mathias Sinning - ‘Can
Sharing the Joy of Tax Increase Government Revenue in
PNG?’, 2 July 2020

Australian Tax Forum
2020 | Volume 35 | Issue 2

ATTA Member contribution(s)
• Ann Kayis-Kumar, Chris Evans and Youngdeok Lim - ‘To

cap or not to cap? Policy options for dealing with the
costs of managing tax affairs deduction in Australia’

• John Bevacqua - ‘Suing negligent Australian tax officials
- recent judicial developments & possible future
directions’

• Monica Costa, Helen Hodgson, Siobhan Austen and
Rhonda Sharp - ‘Promoting and protecting the economic
outcomes of older partnered women and widows:
challenges for Australia’s retirement income system’

Other Articles:
• Enrico Mercuri and Jared Birbeck - ‘Fostering Australian

R&D activity through industry-university collaboration’
• Christine Brown and Kevin Davis - ‘Tax-driven off-market

buybacks (TOMBs): time to lay them to rest’

New Zealand Journal of Taxation Law & Policy
2020 | Volume 26 | Issue 2

ATTA Member contribution(s)
• Adrian Sawyer and Lin Mei Tan - ‘Editorial’
• Nthati Rametse, Appadu Santhariah, Tshepiso Makara

and Ken Devos - ‘Estimating Start-up Compliance Costs
of the Malaysian Goods and Services Tax for Small- and
Medium-sized Enterprises’

• Victoria Plekhanova - ‘Surviving the Digital Tax Storm:
Options for New Zealand’

Other Articles:
• David Sutton - ‘Downsizing Inland Revenue: [A] time of

great change, challenge and opportunity or a Process
Driven by Ideology’

• Michael Hansby - ‘Tax Measures in Treaty Jurisprudence:
Insights for State Sovereignty under the Comprehensive
and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership’

Other ATTA Member Articles

• Craig Macfarlane Elliffe - 'Submission on the proposed
'Unified Approach' to Pillar One’, 12 November 2019

New South Wales Treasury

• 'NSW Review of Federal Financial Relations: Supporting
the road to recovery', July 2020

https://theconversation.com/be-careful-what-you-claim-for-when-working-from-home-there-are-capital-gains-tax-risks-141364
https://theconversation.com/be-careful-what-you-claim-for-when-working-from-home-there-are-capital-gains-tax-risks-141364
https://theconversation.com/memo-to-australias-states-try-renovating-your-tax-system-before-asking-for-a-new-one-141893
https://theconversation.com/memo-to-australias-states-try-renovating-your-tax-system-before-asking-for-a-new-one-141893
https://research.ibfd.org/#/doc?url=/collections/bit/html/bit_2020_07_cn_1.html
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/the-impact-of-full-franking-credit-refundability-on-corporate-tax-avoidance/
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/the-impact-of-full-franking-credit-refundability-on-corporate-tax-avoidance/
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/the-impact-of-full-franking-credit-refundability-on-corporate-tax-avoidance/
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/including-resales-of-residential-premises-in-the-gst-base/
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/including-resales-of-residential-premises-in-the-gst-base/
https://search.informit.com.au/browseJournalTitle;res=IELBUS;issn=0812-695X
https://legal.thomsonreuters.com.au/nz-journal-of-taxation-law-policy/productdetail/13862
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3513034
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3513034
https://www.treasury.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-06/FFR%20Review%20Draft%20Report%20.pdf
https://www.treasury.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-06/FFR%20Review%20Draft%20Report%20.pdf
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International
Please note some of the overseas publications listed may 
not yet be available locally. Links have been provided where 
possible.

British Tax Review
2020 | Volume 73 | Issue 2

ATTA Member Contributions:
• Jonathan Barrett - ‘On Artworks as Merit Goods for Tax Purposes’
• Amir Pichhadze - ‘Transfer Pricing and the Arm’s Length Principle After BEPS (OUP, 2017) by RS Collier and JL Andrus’

Current Notes:
• Chris Whitehouse - ‘The Office of Tax Simplification’s second inheritance tax report’
• Karolis Matikonis - ‘Unintended recipients of rising UK non-domestic property tax reliefs’

Case Notes
• Rachael O’Connor - ‘Aozora v HMRC: guidance and legitimate expectations—a losing battle?’
• Emma Chamberlain - ‘Buzzoni v HMRC and Lady Hood v HMRC: a reservation too far?’
• Johann Hattingh and Afton Titus - ‘Sasol Oil v CSARS: judicial reinterpretation of legal doctrine to address tax avoidance in

South Africa’
Articles
• Emma Chamberlain - ‘Reform of Inheritance Tax’
• Svea Holtmann - ‘Tax Avoidance Using Hybrid Financial Instruments Among European Countries’

Book Reviews
• Francesco Cannas - ‘Taxing Robots: Helping the Economy to Adapt to the Use of Artificial Intelligence (Edward Elgar, 2019) by

X Oberson’
• Christiana HJI Panayi - ‘EU Law and the Building of Global Supranational Tax Law: EU BEPS and State Aid (IBFD, 2017) by D.

Weber (ed.)’
• Christiana HJI Panayi - ‘Time and Tax: Issues in International, EU, and Constitutional Law (Kluwer, 2018) by W Haslehner, G

Kofler and A Rust (eds)’

Other Publications
ATTA Member Contributions:
• Rebecca Millar - ‘Contributions comparing the Australian and EU approaches to Abuse of Law (anti-avoidance) and fraud/

evasion and Comments on the existence and application of the Ne Bis in Idem Principle in Australian taxation law’
• Rebecca Millar - ‘VAT grouping and cost-sharing: An Australian Perspective. In K. K. E. Elgaard et al (Eds.), VAT grouping and

cost-sharing: a critical and constructive perspective’ (Forthcoming)

Other Publications of Interest
• Michael Lang, Pasquale Pistone, Alexander Rust, Josef Schuch, Claus Staringer and Alfred Storck (eds) - ‘CJEU - Recent

developments in direct taxation 2019’

Australian Tax Review
2020 | Volume 49 | Issue 1

ATTA Member contribution(s)
• Kerrie Sadiq and Dale Pinto - ‘Editorial: Oh, What a

Beginning to 2020’
• John Bevacqua - ‘Taxpayer Attitudinal Responses to Tax

Audits – Strategic Implications of Recent Findings from
the United States’

Other Articles:
• KE Powell - ‘Preventing Pension Double Taxation: The

Treatment of Australian Superannuation Guarantee
under the Existing Australia-US Tax Treaty’

• Rami Hanegbi - ‘When Is There an “Adventure or
Concern in the Nature of Trade” for GST Purposes?’

Other Newspaper Articles of Interest

ABC News
• Nassim Khadem - ‘Google Australia pays more tax, but

still makes billions on local sales counted in Singapore’, 
18 May 2020

• Nassim Khadem - ‘Alcoa threatens to battle the
Australian Taxation Office in court over a tax bill that
could top $1 billion’, 8 July 2020

• Nassim Khadem - ‘How a digital death certificate could
help sort out estate and tax matters when you pass’, 8
July 2020

Sydney Morning Herald
• Jessica Irvine - 'What Ken Henry really thinks about tax

reform’, 4 July 2020
• Anna Patty - ' UTS loses application to appeal against

reinstatement of academic sacked for not publishing
enough research’, 9 July 2020

http://sites.thomsonreuters.com.au/journals/2020/06/30/australian-tax-review-update-vol-49-pt-1/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-05-18/google-pays-more-tax-but-still-makes-billions-in-singapore/12254448
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-05-18/google-pays-more-tax-but-still-makes-billions-in-singapore/12254448
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-07-08/alcoa-threatens-to-battle-ato-over-potential-1-billion-tax-bill/12433908
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-07-08/alcoa-threatens-to-battle-ato-over-potential-1-billion-tax-bill/12433908
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-07-08/alcoa-threatens-to-battle-ato-over-potential-1-billion-tax-bill/12433908
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-07-07/how-a-digital-death-certificate-could-help-tax-deceased-estates/12427254
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-07-07/how-a-digital-death-certificate-could-help-tax-deceased-estates/12427254
https://www.smh.com.au/business/the-economy/what-ken-henry-really-thinks-about-tax-reform-20200703-p558no.html
https://www.smh.com.au/business/the-economy/what-ken-henry-really-thinks-about-tax-reform-20200703-p558no.html
https://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace/uts-loses-appeal-against-academic-sacked-for-not-publishing-enough-research-20200709-p55aeo.html
https://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace/uts-loses-appeal-against-academic-sacked-for-not-publishing-enough-research-20200709-p55aeo.html
https://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace/uts-loses-appeal-against-academic-sacked-for-not-publishing-enough-research-20200709-p55aeo.html
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10 |   QUOTABLE QUOTES

““We all know...huh.” Henry pauses. “Well,” he corrects himself, “we’ve all been 
told for long enough what needs to be done. We don’t need another review. 
We need agreement and political commitment. That’s all we need. And the 
national cabinet - that’s an appropriate body to be able to take those decisions. 
The question is whether there is a political will?”

Jessica Irvine

Read more here: Sydney Morning Herald

“The ATO often hits companies with tax bills, but later decides to settle rather than fight for the money in court.

For example, the ATO said in 2017-18 it hit “large corporate groups” with $3.7 billion in tax assessments but ended 
up collecting $2.86 billion in cash (including interest and penalties) after audits.

Ms Saint said the ATO was very careful about which cases it litigated, and any settlements with large corporations 
were checked by retired Federal Court judges to ensure they were appropriate.”

Nassim Khadem

Read more here: ABC News

“My main mistake as opposition leader in advocating broad-based tax reform in the early 1990s – as a key element of 
the Coalition’s Fightback campaign for broad government reform – was to misread the politics.

I assumed that Paul Keating could be held to his word, particularly his public support for a consumption tax after his 
“option c” – defined by a 12.5 per cent consumption tax – had been scuttled by a motel room deal between Bob Hawke 
and ACTU leader Bill Kelty. Keating had said in a subsequent press conference: “I have always believed that an across-
the-board, broad-based consumption tax was the best tax option for achieving major reform of the Australian tax 
system” – a view I assumed he held passionately.

Naively, I hadn’t expected that he would so easily reverse that position and run a scare campaign against the tax as 
the basis for “doing Hewson slowly”. Nor had I recognised that, to him, and I quote what he subsequently said to me, 
“politics is just a game, and I will say or do whatever I have to, to win”.

Sure, I also helped with answers about the price of birthday cakes, attempting to demonstrate the complexity of the 
sales tax system to be replaced by a simpler GST. But this emphasised the need for a wide and informed public debate 
to overcome scare campaigns and to convince the electorate of the need for tax reform as a precondition to an effective 
overall reform agenda.

… However, perhaps it would be better to be more innovative by ditching the GST and replacing it with a business cash-
flow tax, in the style proposed by former Treasury secretary Ken Henry. This would also allow a move away from profit-
based corporate tax – and to begin to tax the multinationals. And it would provide revenue to abolish inefficient state 
taxes such as payroll and insurance levies.”

John Hewson

Read more here: Austaxpolicy blog

https://www.smh.com.au/business/the-economy/what-ken-henry-really-thinks-about-tax-reform-20200703-p558no.html
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-12-12/ato-corporate-tax-transparency-data-companies-no-tax-paid/11789048?nw=0
https://www.austaxpolicy.com/take-it-from-one-whos-been-burnt-attempting-tax-reform-nows-the-time-to-try-again/



