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1 Presidential column 
 
It is such a great privilege to be appointed as ATTA’s President. I personally know that 
ATTA (and the many wonderful people that make it up) have been instrumental in the 
development and mentoring of my own academic career. I hope that over the next two 
years I can return the favour to ensure that I build upon the good work of ensuring that 
ATTA continues to be Australasia’s leading body in tax research and tax teaching.  
 
Some of my goals are to increase ATTA’s visibility and connection with industry and 
government bodies, the collaboration between ATTA members to share best teaching 
practices and tax research; as well as access to grant opportunities. Over the next month 
you will receive an invite to join an ATTA LinkedIn Group – as this could serve as a 
platform to share ideas and achievements (see below for further details). This should 
complement our great monthly ATTA Newsletter administered by the ever amazing Colin 
Fong (thank you Colin!). 
 
I extend my thanks to ATTA’s 1st New Zealand president, Adrian Sawyer, for his 
presidency over the last two years – it has been a pleasure to work with Adrian. Also 
thank you to Ranjana Gupta for her work as Vice President. I welcome our new ATTA 
executive members: Annette Morgan (VP) and Kathrin Bain (VP) – who join the team of 
Lisa Marriott (VP); Shirley Carlon (Treasurer) and Brett Bondfield (Secretary).  
 
One of ATTA’s biggest contributions is the annual Conference – and again I was 
impressed by the quality of the tax research being conducted and the teaching 
innovations. It was a great chance to escape the summer heat and catch the train to 
Masterton in NZ.  
 
Of course the conference takes a lot of energy (and earth quake avoidance) to host. Thank 
you to our ATTA colleagues at Victoria University of Wellington for organising the 
conference – thank you Lisa Marriott, Andrew Smith, David White and Jonathan Barrett 
(and their team of support staff). I extend my gratitude to our sponsors who are so critical 
in supporting this event: Oxford University Press; Thomson Reuters; Wolters Kluwer and 
CA ANZ.  
And to our Patrons, Gordon Cooper and Cynthia Coleman, they symbolise the heart and 
mind of ATTA – thank you. 

https://www.business.unsw.edu.au/about/schools/taxation-business-law/australasian-tax-teachers-association/newsletters
https://www.business.unsw.edu.au/about/schools/taxation-business-law/australasian-tax-teachers-association/newsletters
mailto:c.fong@unsw.edu.au
https://www.business.unsw.edu.au/about/schools/taxation-business-law/australasian-tax-teachers-association
https://www.business.unsw.edu.au/about/schools/taxation-business-law/australasian-tax-teachers-association


2 
 

 
I encourage you all to consider submitting an article for the upcoming Journal of the 
Australasian Tax Teachers Association (see below). Also, if you have ideas about how we 
can best use some of our carry forward funds ($10,000) to improve ATTA please let me 
know (see below). 
 
I wish you all well in your teaching and research for the upcoming semester. 
 
Brett Freudenberg 
 
LinkedIn 
 
LinkedIn is a social media platform for professionals – essentially like Facebook but for 
professionals. LinkedIn can be a great way to stay connected with past alumni and others 
professionals in your industry. You can use LinkedIn to share your successes in tax 
research and teaching, as well as to reach out for assistance with projects or ideas. If you 
have not done so already you should consider establishing a LinkedIn profile (the basic 
platform is free). See: www.linkedin.com 
 
Over the next month or so you will receive an invite to join the ATTA LinkedIn Group. 
Joining the ATTA LinkedIn Group will allow members to hear about opportunities that 
arise (such as jobs, grants, conferences), as well as to share information about current 
innovations in tax research and tax teaching. For example, many times during the year we 
hear of job opportunities but they are too late to be included in the ATTA monthly 
newsletter. This LinkedIn Group will allow for these opportunities to be communicated to 
the group. I hope you all take up this opportunity to join. 
 
Brett Freudenberg 
 
Ideas for strategic spending 
 
As discussed at the AGM, currently ATTA has a carry forward of funds. While a large 
proportion of these funds will be held to cover any potential losses of future ATTA 
Conferences, there is about $10,000 available for strategic investment.  
 
The ATTA Executive is asking ATTA members for ideas about how this $10,000 can be 
best invested in line with ATTA’s objectives of advancing tax research and teaching in 
Australasia. Please forward your ideas to Brett Freudenberg via email 
(b.freudenberg@griffith.edu.au) by 31 March 2017. 
 
Brett Freudenberg 
 
 
 
 
2 ATTA Annual General Meeting minutes 2017 
 
Date & time: Friday 20 January 2017 commencing at 3.20pm 
Venue: Main Conference Room Cophorne Hotel, Masterton New Zealand 
Present: 39 ATTA members present 
Apologies: Dominic Carbone, Shirley Carlon, Rick Krever, Michael Dirkis, John Minas, 
Anna Mortimore, Les Nethercott, Dale Pinto, Kerrie Sadiq, Lisa Samarkovski, Michael 
Walpole 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting:  
These were signed as an accurate report. Moved by Robin Woellner, seconded by Stephen 
Graw, agreed unanimously. 
2. Matters arising from the minutes:  
Any such matters were dealt with under other items. 
3. Reports: 
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1. ATTA President’s report 2017:  
This is my second and final report as your President.  My tenure as President has gone 
quickly, especially during the second year, with the experience of the first year equipping 
me for the second year of my term.  Overall, I have enjoyed the role and sincerely hope I 
will leave the Association in good heart for my successor to take over following this 
Conference. 
One important task is the monthly ATTA Newsletter Presidential column.  Unlike my 
first year when there were a number of very sad occasions when ATTA members, 
including myself, lost loved ones, this year overall there has been more positive news to 
report.  Sadly, however, Geoffrey Hart passed away during 2016.  I would encourage 
everyone to (re)read Cynthia Coleman’s wonderful tribute to Geoffrey in the August 2016 
ATTA Newsletter.  I would like to thank Colin once again, not only for your reminders 
and helpful suggestions for preparing my columns, but also for your hard work in 
preparing and coordinating the invaluable monthly Newsletter. 
The ATTA Executive met (virtually) on 8 April 2016, and has corresponded on several 
other occasions via email, as matters arise.  As a result of the April meeting, the 
nomination forms were revised for the ATTA Hill Medal (so as to make the process 
clearer and more transparent), new membership lists and processes were developed, and 
the ‘wheels put in motion’ to have all prior years’ conference papers uploaded onto 
Pandora.  We are delighted that ATTA is to have a prominent website hosted by UNSW – 
my thanks to Maree Magafas for her effort and support of this initiative.  In regard to the 
ATTA Hill Medal, no nominations were received this year.  A call for nominations will 
be made later in 2017. 
Turning to financial and membership matters, I would like to thank Shirley Carlon for her 
work as Treasurer in keeping our finances in order, along with Richard Collins, as our 
Association's auditor, for ensuring we have compliant financial statements.  Following the 
constitutional review for ATTA that was completed in 2015 (and presented at last year’s 
AGM); the changes have been gradually implemented during 2016.  I would like to pass 
on my personal thanks to both Brett Bondfield and Brett Freudenberg for their hard work 
over the last few years.  One key task has been to update the membership lists to ensure 
we are as compliant as we can be with our legal requirements.  For those that have 
attended at least one ATTA Conference in the last three years you are automatically a 
member.  If you are aware of someone that has not attended in any of 2015, 2016 or 2017, 
would you please let them know that they can reapply for membership and to contact 
Brett Bondfield?   
In between ATTA Conferences a number of members attended the Tax History Chapter 
and the Queensland Tax Researchers Symposium, which was held in Cairns during 
September this year, hosted by James Cook University.  Unfortunately, due to teaching 
commitments, I was unable to attend.  I have heard that this was a successful and 
stimulating event, highlighted by Michael D’Ascenzo’s keynote address (Michael’s 
accompanying paper is both insightful and stimulating).  I would like to congratulate the 
organising team led by Justin Dabner.   
A significant milestone passed in October 2016 – New Zealand’s GST ‘celebrated’ its 
30th birthday. A conference entitled “Thirty Years on: GST at a Cross-Roads”, was held 
to mark this occasion in September 2016, organised by Mark Keating at the University of 
Auckland.  I was delighted to be able to attend and co-present a paper with Andrew 
Maples, and to have two of the key architects of NZ’s GST, Sir Roger Douglas and Dr 
Don Brash, present in the audience. 
However, just when most New Zealanders thought we had seen the last of the major 
seismic activity for 2016, on November 14, there was a magnitude 7.8 earthquake centred 
south west of Kaikoura in the upper South Island.  This quake, along with the numerous 
aftershocks, not only has caused unprecedented damage to the road and rail infrastructure 
in the upper South Island, but our colleagues in Wellington have been significantly 
affected.  Many have been out of their workplaces owing to damage to their (and 
surrounding) buildings, and the emotional impact takes its toll.  This is something that 
Christchurch members are all too familiar with.  It is perhaps fortuitous that this year’s 
conference has been held in Masterton and not at VUW’s Pipitea campus in the CBD.   
This is an appropriate point to turn to this year’s Conference.  Lisa Marriott and her team 
have organised an excellent conference in what can only be described as ‘trying 
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circumstances’, with their preferred venue not being available, and then the aftermath of 
the November earthquakes.  Throughout the last year Lisa and her team have kept me and 
the Executive well-informed throughout the planning process and finalisation of the 
programme.  The array of keynote speakers has provided us with stimulating material to 
consider further.  I would like to thank all of the members that have attended - without 
you there would be no annual conference or for that matter ATTA itself.  My thanks go to 
all of my fellow ATTA Executive members for being so supportive this year during 
challenging times I have faced while being ATTA President. 
Before I offer my congratulations to a number of people, I would like to thank, both 
personally, and on behalf of all ATTA members, our two patrons, Gordon Cooper and 
Cynthia Coleman, for their continued support over the last year and throughout my term 
as ATTA President.  
I would like to personally congratulate the following individuals for their notable 
achievements and awards: 
Emily Fett for receiving the Mitchell B. Carroll Prize (awarded by the IFA) in recognition 
of her outstanding international fiscal work;   
Emeritus Professor Ann Margaret Harding on being awarded Officer (AO) in the General 
Division in the Australia Day 2016 Honours List;   
Honourable Ian Vitaly Gzell QC who was awarded a Member (AM) in the General 
Division during the Queen’s Birthday Honours for significant service to the judiciary, to 
estate and trust law, to the advancement of professional development, and to the 
performing arts. 
As announced earlier in the conference, I would like to congratulate  
Caroline Dick, to have her thesis entitled "Sumptuary Law By Any Other Name: 
Manifestations of Sumptuary Regulation in Australia, 1901-1927" to be the next 
publication in the OUP-ATTA Doctoral Series; and  
Ann Kayis-Kumar, who is the recipient of the Graham Hill IFA Research Prize, and will 
therefore participate in the next IFA Congress to be in Rio De Janiero later this year. 
Congratulations are due to a number of ATTA members, too many for me to attempt to 
thank everyone by name.  First, my congratulations to Helen Hodgson, who was part of a 
team that was successful in securing funding in the order of $A326,000 from the recent 
ARC Discovery Grants round.  Also, I would like to congratulate Alfred Tran and 
Miranda Stewart, both from the Australian National University, on receiving an ARC 
Discovery Project grant of $A391,500 for the period 2017-2019.  As fellow Associate 
Deans Research in Australia have advised me on numerous occasions, these grants are 
extremely difficult to secure; well done to you all!  
Congratulations are also due to the ATTA members listed as top contributors to The 
Conversation – this is an important avenue for members to engage with the wider public 
on important tax issues.  My congratulations also go to those ATTA members completing 
their doctorates during 2016 (including Celeste Black, Alex Evans, Sunita Jogarajan, John 
Taylor, and Sylvia Villios, to name a few), and to those successfully receiving their 
academic promotions and appointments. 
It would be remiss of me not to specifically acknowledge Dale Boccabella and Ann 
Kayis-Kumar at UNSW Sydney for completing the 2016 issue of the Journal of the 
Australasian Tax Teachers Association (JATTA).  In addition to the annual Conference, 
JATTA is a key component of ATTA’s activities, and I would encourage everyone that 
has presented at this year's conference to give serious consideration to submitting their 
paper to JATTA after the call is made for the 2017 issue. 
My congratulations as well to all of the prize winners at this year’s Conference: John 
Taylor, Ann Kaylis-Kumar and Kathrin Bain for best research presentation; Mochammad 
Hadi Pratomo for best research paper; Dylan Hobbs and Niken Evi Suryami for best PhD 
presentation/paper (joint winners).  
For anyone that I have forgotten to thank specifically by name, please accept my 
apologies (and my thanks).  Without the support of the Executive and other ATTA 
members, it would not be possible for me to have served as President, and overall ATTA 
would not be the wonderful organisation that it is.  While following the conclusion of this 
Conference I will no longer be President, I am looking forward to the 2018 conference 
which is to be hosted by Monash University in Melbourne during January 2017, as the 
conference returns to Australia.  It has been an honour to serve as your President over the 
last two years. 
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Prof Adrian Sawyer 
ATTA President 2015-2016 
 
2. Treasurer’s report:  
This was delivered by Brett Bondfield (Secretary) on behalf of Shirley Carlon (Treasurer) 
The audited accounts were distributed at the meeting Comments on the accounts: The 
revenue and expenditure statement for 2015-16 showed a surplus of $15,622. This was 
driven by the Adelaide Conference surplus remitted of: $16,242. 
Accumulated funds as at 30 June 2016 were $73,002. The meeting was advised that the 
2016 UNSW Annual Conference would not be remitting funds and that the 2017 
conference was unlikely to break even. As such the Executive had determined that the 
target retained surplus going forward would be $55,000. In addition the AGM was 
advised that the Executive would be seeking expressions of interest from the membership 
for the expenditure of $10,000 to further the interests of ATTA. 
The main direct outgoing costs of the association are the audit and tax preparation fees, 
the honorarium paid to the Colin Fong and the doctoral publication costs. In addition the 
Executive had determined to pay Maree Magafas, School Manager, Taxation and 
Business Law an honorarium of $500 pa for 2016 and 2017 for services provided 
including a revised ATTA website design and dealing with a backlog of general 
administrative matters.  
The Executive is in the process of revising its accounting practices to best accord with 
remitting taxation recognising mutual income. 
 
3. Secretary’s report: 
Gordon Cooper (AM) having so strongly supported ATTA as Patron for 10 years is 
gratefully acknowledged. Ranjana Gupta’s service as a member of the Executive 
Committee is also recognised with appreciation as she is not seeking re-election. 
As part of the ongoing process to manage ATTA membership records following the 
revision to the Constitution individuals will be contacted in the near future to confirm 
their ATTA membership.  
Colin Fong’s efforts in producing the ATTA News and the resource it represents are 
greatly appreciated. 
All available conference papers, except for the current 2017 ATTA Conference and the 
2013 Auckland Conference, have been archived on PANDORA at the Australian National 
Library. The two sets of Conference papers mentioned above will be archived when 
available. 
 
4. Election of Office bearers: There will be an election for the five positions of the 
Executive Committee [posted as 6 positions in error in the ATTA News] 
Brett Freudenberg: President 
Committee Members [positions to be allocated at 1st Executive Committee meeting after 
AGM]: Katherine Bain; Brett Bondfield; Shirley Carlon; Lisa Marriot; Annette Morgan. 
 
5. Confirmation of State/Territory/NZ representatives:  
(ACT): Miranda Stewart; (NSW): Fiona Martin; (NT): John McLaren; NZ (Nth): Andrew 
Smith; NZ (Sth): Andrew Maples; QLD (Nth): Justin Dabner; QLD (Sth): John Minas; 
(SA): Dominic Carbone; (TAS): Patricia O'Keefe; (VIC): Diane Kraal; (WA): Helen 
Hodgson. 
 
6. Appointment of auditor: 
Richard Collins was appointed ATTA auditor. 
 
7. Expressions of interest for hosting ATTA 2018.  
Monash Business School is investigating the holding the 2018 Annual Conference 17-19 
January 2018. 
 
9. General business 
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A motion was passed to express thank you to Professor Kerrie Sadiq for her work with 
the tax journal rankings with the Australian Business Deans Council List. 
 
Members were reminded of 3 refereed journals that were available for submissions: 

Journal of Australian Taxation: Contact John Passant at ANU and John 
McLaren at Charles Darwin University 
Curtin Law and Taxation Review: Contact Helen Hodgson at Curtin University. 
Journal of Chinese Tax and Policy: Contact Eva Huang at the University of 
Sydney Business School 

 
Meeting ended: 4.20pm 
 
 
3 ATTA Conference first timer’s views  
 
January 2017 was my first ATTA conference, and indeed my first academic conference. It 
was exciting to travel from Canberra to NZ to present my conference paper. 
 
After the rather daunting prospect of opening the PhD presentations at the start of the 
conference, I was able to relax and take in the other PhD presentations on our first day. 
The breadth of topics - from the history of land tax in New Zealand, to the scope of 
professional privilege in South Africa, to corporate tax aggressiveness post-GFC - was 
striking. I was very grateful for the interest and feedback on my PhD project. Many 
attendees, from junior researchers to senior career academics, questioned, probed and 
provided advice at various times over the course of the three days. The environment was 
one of real collaboration and joint exploration, and I enjoyed the many conversations 
about policy and taxation over breakfasts, during question and answer sessions, and even 
on the train back to Wellington. 
 
Valerie Braithwaite provided the keynote address, reminding us of the interconnectedness 
of tax systems and well-functioning democracies. Valerie’s address raised some 
interesting and difficult questions for me, including the implications of a growing 
‘regulatory capitalism.’  
 
A highlight was the international comparative perspectives. We heard from Andrew 
Smith on the intersection of immigration and pensions in Australia and New Zealand; 
from Eva Huang and Xi Nan on income tax returns in China and Patrick Nolan on 
EMTRs in New Zealand. I particularly enjoyed hearing about the policy priorities of New 
Zealand Inland Revenue, and the observation by David Carrigan of New Zealand Inland 
Revenue that the simpler tax regime in New Zealand means far less lobbying of 
government than in Australia. I’m sure there would be a few Australian Treasury officials 
quite jealous to hear this!  
 
My thanks to the ATTA organising team from Victoria University for organising such a 
well-run and enriching event. And thanks for the opportunity to participate in the 2017 
conference. 
 
Emily Millane, PhD Candidate,  
Crawford School of Public Policy, Australian National University 
 

********** 
 
I have been teaching tax for four years but the 2017 conference was my first ATTA 
experience. 
  
This conference started with quite a shock to discover I wouldn’t be travelling to 
somewhere exotic such as Western Australia or Northern Territory or Tasmania but in 
fact just a 3 hour drive down the road from Napier to Masterton!  However, after arriving 
I soon came to appreciate the benefits of the location. As I did not know anyone attending 
the conference, meeting new people was paramount.  This was easy as everyone was on 
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site for the entire duration of the conference so I managed to meet almost every 
conference participant during the 3 days. This may have been more difficult for a first 
timer in a big city location where conference participants are spread out. 
  
The sessions were very interesting and I found being part of a wider tax network helped 
to broaden my experience and thinking. 
  
Thank you all for being so friendly and welcoming and I look forward to participating in 
future ATTA conferences. 
 
Alison Pavlovich, Eastern Institute of Technology (EIT) 
Napier, New Zealand. 
 
 
4 Call for Papers: 2017 edition of JATTA 

The closing date for submissions to the next edition of the Journal of the Australasian 
Tax Teachers’ Association (JATTA) is Monday 10 April 2017. 

All papers on taxation will be considered for publication. In particular, JATTA welcomes 
submissions from authors of the 2017 ATTA conference papers and other papers on the 
theme of this year’s ATTA conference –Tax and Society. 

Submissions should be presented in double spaced 12 point Times Roman font and should 
conform with the Australian Guide to Legal Citation (AGLC), produced by the 
Melbourne University Law Review: see 
https://law.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/1586203/FinalOnlinePDF-
2012Reprint.pdf.  
 
Also, submissions should include on separate pages the following: 

• an abstract of approximately 100 words; 
• a list of references at the end of the article (this will raise the profile of the journal, and also 

the level of citations and impact of individual journal articles); and 
• a short bio of the author/authors. 

    
All submissions to JATTA are subject to double blind peer review by appropriate 
specialists in the field. JATTA satisfies the description of a refereed journal and is 
included in the ERA 2015 Submitted Journal List.   

Please submit your papers by email to Lisa Marriott at lisa.marriott@vuw.ac.nz and 
Jonathan Barrett at jonathan.barrett@vuw.ac.nz no later than Monday 10 April 2017.    
 
 
5 Arrivals, departures and honours 
 
 
Christine Peacock has returned to Australia and is working as a Level B Lecturer at 
Federation University. She is the course coordinator for two subjects: 
Income Tax Law and Practice in the Bachelor of Commerce, and Commercial Law taught 
in postgraduate commerce programs. Both subjects are also delivered at partner providers. 
Christine is also developing a new contract law subject for undergraduate law students. 
Her email address is c.peacock@federation.edu.au 

 
********** 

 
Sonia Shimeld, University of Tasmania, retired as of end of December 2016. 
 

********** 
 

mailto:lisa.marriott@vuw.ac.nz
mailto:jonathan.barrett@vuw.ac.nz
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Congratulations to Shelley Griffiths on her promotion as Professor, Otago University 
effective from 1 January 2017.  
 

********** 
 
Craig Latham was Group Manager of Tax and Social Policy at Inland Revenue, New 
Zealand during the turbulent times of the global financial crisis and Canterbury 
earthquake (where he worked to negotiate and manage the delivery of three tax and social 
policy work programs amongst many other things).  After returning to Australia in 2013, 
he became the Deputy Australian Small Business Commissioner and, now, Deputy in the 
Office of the Australian Small Business and Family Enterprise Ombudsman.  Working 
closely with small business and family enterprise has been fascinating and immensely 
rewarding and has allowed him to draw broadly on his experience across business, 
academia and the public service.  Experience in everything from commercial law and 
litigation (and tax!), regulatory reform, the innovative use of technology, and through to 
cross-government and private sector collaboration has been relevant. The Ombudsman 
provides advocacy and tailored assistance for small businesses and family enterprises: 
www.asbfeo.gov.au 
 

********** 
 
Dr Bronwyn McCredie began her career at an international manufacturing company 
where, over the course of 7 years, she obtained experience in human resources, OH&S, 
marketing, procurement and finally management accounting, where she found her niche. 
After completing her undergraduate degree in Commerce at the University of Newcastle 
she moved into academia, taking on a sessional teaching role whilst completing her 
Honours degree and then her PhD. Her most recent appointment in January 2016, is a 
lecturer at Queensland University of Technology in the School of Accountancy. Bronwyn 
is currently scheduled to begin teaching in Semester 1 2017, at QUT’s Garden Point 
Campus, undergraduate Company Accounting. Her research aspirations lie in the field of 
financial law, taxation and regulation. Her wish is to find out if the rules or practices 
imposed or suggested by various regulatory bodies such as ASIC, the ATO, the ASX, 
AASB/IASB and the Corporations Law (etc.) are effective, and if not how to improve or 
rectify their operation. In her PhD she examined the efficacy of monetary policy, its effect 
on Australian financial markets and the channels by which this occurs. Her current 
research focuses on the efficacy of the OECD BEPS program and resultant tax 
transparency legislation, director trading legislation and the differential impact of 
corporate information disclosures from traditional sources and contemporary social media 
channels. 
 
 
6 New Zealand developments  
 
For those of you who attended the ATTA conference and spent time in New Zealand 
either before or after the conference, you may be surprised that there have been 
announcements in relation to tax relief for drought affected farmers.  Northland farmers 
will be allowed to make late income equalisation deposits and apply for early refunds 
from the 2016 income tax year.  This process allows drought affected farmers to average 
their taxable income over several periods.  
 
Towards the end of 2016, the New Zealand Government released Making Tax Simpler: 
Proposals for Modernising the Tax Administration Act for consultation.  This document 
follows on from the discussion document of a year prior - Making Tax Simpler: Towards 
a New Tax Administration Act.  The 2016 discussion document takes into account 
feedback received from the first round of consultation.    Submissions are open until 24 
February 2017.  
 
It is an election year in New Zealand and the date has been announced as 23 September 
2017.  We are looking forward to seeing a range of political party tax policy 
announcements throughout the year.  The first we have seen is from a newly founded 
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Party - The Opportunities Party (TOP).  TOP are proposing a deemed minimum rate of 
return on all productive assets, which includes all land and housing, where the ordinary 
tax rules would tax a lower amount.  We expect to see a few more innovative proposals 
from TOP over the next six months.   
 
Lisa Marriott 
 
 
7 Vacancies  
 
 
Associate Professorship of Taxation Law in association with Harris Manchester 
College 
 
Deadline date: Monday 27 February 2017  
 
Grade 10a (36S): £45,562 - £61,179 per annum 
 
The University proposes to appoint an Associate Professor of Taxation Law. The MSc 
Taxation is a Law Faculty degree that is organised and taught jointly with the Oxford 
University Centre for Business Taxation, based in the Saïd Business School (the Tax 
Centre).  The appointed person will teach tax law at graduate level, especially on the part-
time MSc in Taxation, and also at undergraduate level, they will engage in research at the 
highest level and supervise graduate students in the field of Taxation Law and in such 
other areas of research as may be appropriate.  The postholder will have excellent 
opportunities to engage with the interdisciplinary tax research and policy work at the Tax 
Centre. The person appointed will be offered a non-tutorial fellowship at Harris 
Manchester College.  
 
The successful candidate should have a law degree and/or professional legal qualification; 
a doctorate in a relevant subject or an established record of accomplishment in academic 
research, in either case together with a record of high quality research and publication 
commensurate with career experience, and the potential to produce further significant 
output of a recognised international quality during the tenure of the post; the ability to 
teach and assess high-achieving and challenging students in taught courses, and to 
provide supervision and research leadership for masters-level and doctoral students; 
 
The salary will be on a scale from £45,562 to £61,179 per annum plus additional benefits 
as detailed in the job description. Associate professors who are awarded the title of full 
professor may receive from the University an additional salary payment of £2,655 per 
annum. 
 
Queries about the post may be addressed to the Pinsent Masons Professor of Taxation 
Law, Judith Freedman at Judith.freedman@law.ox.ac.uk.  General queries may also be 
directed to Dr Rebecca Williams, Associate Professor of Law, 
(rebecca.williams@pmb.ox.ac.uk), who will not be involved in the selection or interview 
process. 
 
Queries about the application process should be addressed to the Personnel Officer in the 
Law Faculty, Emma Gascoigne, at personnel@law.ox.ac.uk or telephone +44 1865 
281622.  All enquiries will be treated in strict confidence and will not form part of the 
selection decision. 
 
Applications for this vacancy are to be made online via www.recruit.ox.ac.uk and enter 
vacancy ID: 127357 
 
The closing date for applications is Monday 27 February 2017. 
 
Applications are particularly welcome from women and black and minority ethnic 
candidates, who are under-represented in academic posts in Oxford. 
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The College and the University are Equal Opportunity Employers. 
 
<https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/content/associate-professorship-taxation-law-association-
harris-manchester-college> 
 
 
8 Call for papers 
 
The 8th Queensland Tax Researchers’ Symposium (QTRS)  
 
The Accounting for Social Change research group at the QUT Business School will host 
the 8th Queensland Tax Researchers Symposium on Monday, 3 July 2017.  This event 
brings together tax academics and research higher degree students to discuss and present 
their current research interests.  This is a joint initiative between academics from various 
universities sponsoring the event.   
 
The event will be held from 8.30 am to 5 pm at the QUT Gardens Point Campus.  
Registration is open to academics with a research interest in tax, as well as research 
higher degree students who are currently undertaking an honours, Masters or PhD 
dissertation in a tax related topic.  While registration is free, numbers are limited to 30 
participants and those wishing to attend should register their interest as soon as possible 
to avoid disappointment (at least by Friday 3 May 2017). Advice as to accommodation 
options will be provided on registration if requested. 
 
Those interested in presenting a paper (including research higher degree students) are 
encouraged to submit a short abstract of their work by 18 April 2017 (500 
words).  Authors will be notified of their acceptance by 28 April.  Note it is possible for 
tax academics to attend without presenting. 
 
General enquiries about both the QTRS (including paper submissions and registration) 
should be directed to: 
Professor Kerrie Sadiq 
Email: Kerrie.sadiq@qut.edu.au  
 

*********** 
Journal of Australian Taxation 
 
The Journal of Australian Taxation is a peer reviewed scholarly journal publishing 
articles on all issues relating to taxation. 
 
Under new editors John McLaren (Charles Darwin University) and John Passant 
(Australian National University) the Journal will continue its broad scope. It will embrace 
discussions on any aspect of taxation from any jurisdiction. The new editors would like to 
acknowledge the former editorship of Keith Kendall and thank him for his excellent 
service to the Journal. 
 
The 2016 edition will be published by the end of February 2017. From 2017 the Journal 
will be open source and available online. 
 
The editors are now calling for submissions. There is no deadline. Submissions will be 
received at any time during the year and once refereed and accepted the relevant article 
will be published online as part of the volume for that year. Any methodology is 
acceptable, including but not limited to legal, economic, accounting, critical, empirical 
and comparative approaches. 
 
Articles between 8,000 and 12,000 words are preferred and it is unlikely that submissions 
of less than 5,000 words would be accepted. They must be written in accordance with the 
latest edition of the Australian Guide to Legal Citation (a new edition will be available 
sometime in 2017). 

mailto:Kerrie.sadiq@qut.edu.au
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For more information or to make a submission contact John McLaren 
at john.mclaren@cdu.edu.au or John Passant at john.passant@anu.edu.au 
There are no fees or charges associated with submitting to or publishing in this journal. 
This is now an open access journal which means that all content is freely available 
without charge to the user or there institution. Users are allowed to read, download, copy, 
distribute, print, search, or link to the full texts of the articles, or use them for any other 
lawful purpose without asking prior permission from the publisher or the author. 
The journal is also available in a printed format if the author requires a printed copy for 
accreditation purposes. www.jaustax.com 
 
 

*********** 
 
The Australian Tax Law Bulletin (ATLB) is seeking contributions on current tax issues in 
practice in order to benefit legal and tax professionals, as well as tax administrators. It 
provides opinions and arguments on recent tax legislation (state and Commonwealth), tax 
administration, judicial issues and policy. The ATLB is classified “C” on the Australian 
Business Deans Council Journal Quality List. 
The ATLB publishes 10 editions a year, and is particularly interested in analysis of 
topical issues including new legislation, cases, rulings and other developments of interest 
to tax practitioners of all levels. Contributions to the ATLB should be between 1500 and 
3500 words.  
Contributions should be sent to Helen Hodgson at helen.hodgson@curtin.edu.au. 
 

*********** 
 

ALTA Conference 
 
Confirming that the ALTA (Australasian Law Teachers Associaton) Conference this year, 
is at the University of South Australia from 5-8 July, on the theme of “Law on the Line”. 
 
The Call for Papers is now open, and registration will be available from Monday 16th 
January. I would encourage all members of the Revenue Law Interest Group to attend – 
the Group has been very active in recent years, and will hopefully continue to grow. 
 
Given the flood of recent developments in statute and case law in 2016, there is no 
shortage of possible topics for papers and general discussion.  Indeed, dramatic change 
has been the norm in tax now for many years, and shows no sign of slowing up – the 
Netflix cross-border digital tax, anti-avoidance legislation (including BEPS, MAAL and 
DPT progress), tax transparency and the common reporting standard, State Taxes, CGT 
and superannuation changes, the implications of the Commissioner’s remedial powers, 
GST bullion schemes,  proposed integrity measures to strengthen the operation of 
Australia's Controlled Foreign Company (CFC) rules, pronouncements the meaning of a 
"core" R&D activity, endless flip-flops on the so-called "backpacker's tax", new Double 
Tax Agreements, the ongoing implications of the "Panama Papers", OECD guidance on 
attribution of profits to permanent establishment and profit splits, changes to transfer 
pricing rules and eliminating hybrid mismatch arrangements, fundamental changes to the 
Managed Investment Trusts regime –  
And a seemingly endless list of other issues mean that there should be no problem in 
finding a suitable topic. 
Registration for ALTA 2017 open 16 January 2017 
Call for abstracts close 28 February 2017 
Authors notified on accepted submissions 31 March 2017 
Early Bird registration close 
Deadline for presenting authors to register 30 April 2017 
Deadline for authors to submit papers 12 June 2017  
ALTA 2017 5 July to 8 July 2017  
If you have any queries, please contact me by email or phone (0409.778.318). 
I look forward to seeing you in Adelaide. 

mailto:john.mclaren@cdu.edu.au
mailto:john.passant@anu.edu.au
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Regards 
Robin Woellner <robin.woellner@jcu.edu.au> 
Convenor, ALTA Revenue Law Interest Group 

 
*********** 

 
International Tax Law Review 
 
Ken Devos (Monash University) has joined the International Tax Law Review as their 
scientific correspondent for Australia.  Ken is seeking any interested ATTA members 
who may be interested in publishing work on international comparitive tax law. Please 
contact Ken <ken.devos@monash.edu> 
 

*********** 
 

Austaxpolicy.com Blog hosted and edited by the Tax and Transfer Policy Institute.  
 
Please follow us on Twitter @Austaxpolicy or sign up to our fortnightly email newsletter.  
Our goal is to promote your research and contribute to informing public debate on tax law 
and policy: Please go to www.austaxpolicy.com to read articles and briefs, comment or 
send us a contribution! We are keen to build your contributions to the Blog and our wider 
audience so please consider publishing with us, based on your substantive research, 
recently published or in progress. If you like what you read, please distribute it among 
your networks and also circulate the Blog and this call for contributions to others who 
may be interested.  

****************** 
 
Tax and Transfer Policy Institute publication series: We look forward to your 
contributions! 
 
Working Paper series published by the Tax and Transfer Policy Institute, The ANU. 
 
We seek well prepared and substantial Working Papers to publish in our series, from all 
disciplines, both on the website and on SSRN (where they will be promoted in tax, public 
policy lists). Please send your contribution to tax.policy@anu.edu.au for review. 
 
Policy Brief series 
 
The TTPI Policy Brief series provides an accessible and rigorous explanation of tax issues 
or concepts for policy-makers, students, academics and interested members of the public. 
Policy Briefs will be published as a numbered report in PDF format and also as Brief on 
the Austaxpolicy.com blog. If you are interested in publishing a Policy Brief, please 
contact us at tax.policy@anu.edu.au , we look forward to hearing from you. 
 

****************** 
 
 
9 Recent Australian tax cases 
 
The following cases are from the last month of Australian cases on tax and related 
matters, with the catchwords taken from the ATO <http://www.ato.gov.au>, AustLII 
<http://www.austlii.edu.au>, Federal Court <http://www.fedcourt.gov.au>, Victorian Bar 
Tax Bar Association <https://www.vicbar.com.au/bar-associations/tax/news>, NSW 
CaseLaw <http://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au> websites and BarNet Jade alerts.  
 
High Court of Australia 
 
Commissioner of State Revenue v ACN 005 057 349 Pty Ltd [2017] HCA 6 - 8 Feb 2017    
Taxation – Land tax – Where land tax assessments were paid – Where Commissioner did 
not amend assessments after error detected – Whether Commissioner under duty 

mailto:tax.policy@anu.edu.au
mailto:tax.policy@anu.edu.au
http://www.ato.gov.au/
https://www.vicbar.com.au/bar-associations/tax/news
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compellable by mandamus to amend and refund excess land tax – Whether 
Commissioner's refusal to amend amounted to conscious maladministration – Whether 
amended assessment had effect that excess tax was never land tax – Whether proceedings 
were barred under Land Tax Act 1958 (Vic).  
Words and phrases – "amended assessment", "charged, levied and collected", 
"completeness and accuracy", "conscious maladministration", "land tax", "tax paid under, 
or purportedly paid under".  
 
Federal Court of Australia 
 
 
Uber BV v Commissioner of Taxation [2017] FCA 110 - Griffiths J, 17 Feb 2017    
Taxation – whether a person supplying uberX services is required to be registered under 
Division 144 of the A New Tax System (Goods and Services Tax) Act 1999 (Cth) (the 
GST Act) – whether carrying on the enterprise of providing uberX services to passengers 
constitutes supply "taxi travel" within the meaning of s 144-5(1) (as defined in s 195-1) of 
the GST Act. 
Statutory interpretation – whether the terms "taxi" and "limousine" in the definition of 
"taxi travel" in s 195-1 of the GST Act should be given an ordinary meaning or a trade 
meaning – whether the definition of "taxi travel" in s 195-1 of the GST Act should be 
construed as a composite phrase.  
 
Bazzo v Commissioner of Taxation [2017] FCA 71 - Robertson J, 10 Feb 2017    
Taxation – construction of Deed of Agreement – audit review by Commissioner of 
Taxation of the taxpayer’s taxation affairs – Notices of Amended Assessment and Penalty 
Notices issued to the taxpayer in respect of the years of income ended 30 June 2009, 30 
June 2010 and 30 June 2011 – taxation liabilities described in the Amended Assessments 
and Penalty Notices remained in dispute – Commissioner agreed to forbear from 
undertaking recovery action in respect of the taxation debt, defined by reference to a sum 
"comprised of Tax-Related Liability and applicable GIC due and payable by the Taxpayer 
as at 7 August 2015" – whether Commissioner entitled to claim from the taxpayer, before 
the Determination of the Objection Process, general interest charge accrued since 7 
August 2015.  
 
Deputy Commissioner of Taxation v Binetter [2017] FCA 69 – Pagone J, 8 Feb 2017    
Practice and procedure – application for respondent witness in the United States to give 
evidence by way of video link – discretionary power – considerations relevant to exercise 
of discretion – application refused. 
 
Bakri v Deputy Commissioner of Taxation [2017] FCA 20 – Burley J, 23 Jan 2017    
TAXATION – application to set aside departure prohibition order – whether order was 
granted for improper purpose – whether reasonable grounds existed for Commissioner’s 
belief under s 14S of the Taxation Administration Act 1953 (Cth) – application dismissed.  
 
New South Wales Supreme Court  
 
Anglo American Investments Pty Ltd v Deputy Commissioner of Taxation [2017] NSWCA 
17 - McColl JA; Meagher JA; Payne JA, 15 February 2017  
Appeal – application for leave to appeal   taxation debt recovery proceedings   amended 
defence struck out – pleading of “conscious maladministration”– combined effect of s 
175 of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1936 (Cth) and s 350-10(1) of Sch 1 of the 
Taxation Administration Act 1953 (Cth) 
Appeal   jurisdiction of Court in taxation debt recovery proceedings 
 
Chief Commissioner of State Revenue v Metricon Qld Pty Ltd [2017] NSWCA 11 -  
Macfarlan JA, Ward JA & Barrett AJA, 10 Feb 2017    
Taxes and duties – land tax – exemption of land the "dominant use" of which is "for" 
certain primary production activities – Land Tax Management Act 1956 (NSW) s 
10AA(3) – where farmland acquired with a view to residential development and 
subdivision – where some steps taken toward realisation of that purpose – cattle raising 
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activities conducted on the land – certain areas also the site of tenanted houses – whether 
land subject to any present "use" by way of "land banking" or "residential development" – 
whether residential use or cattle raising use was the "dominant use" of certain areas – 
whether the concept of "use" relevant to s 10AA(3) is confined to physical use or extends 
to "intangible use". 
 
UNSW Global Pty Ltd v Chief Commissioner of State Revenue (No. 2) [2017] NSWSC 26 
- White J, 3 Feb 2017    
Revenue – Whether declarations should be made. 
 
Visy Kraft Holdings Pty Limited v Chief Commissioner of State Revenue [2017] NSWSC 
8 - White, J, 30 Jan 2017    
Taxes and duties – Mortgage duty – Duties Act 1997 ss 213 and 215 – Application of 
State Revenue Legislation Further Amendment Act 2009 – Application of changes to 
mortgage duty provisions, cl 76 of Schedule 1 – Refinancing using a "deferred purchase 
price loan structure" – Whether 2009 amendments applied - Whether unsecured advance 
made under an agreement, arrangement or understanding for which mortgage was 
security (s 213) – Whether mortgage capable of being used to recover an amount 
contingently payable in connection with an advance by a guarantor (s 215) – Assessment 
confirmed.  
 
Leppington Pastoral Co Pty Ltd v Chief Commissioner of State Revenue [2017] NSWSC 
9 - White, J, 30 Jan 2017   
Taxes and duties – Land Tax – Land Tax Management Act 1956 s 10AA(3) – Whether 
primary production use of land was the dominant use – Identification of relevant land – 
Significance of use of land by consultants – Whether use of land to produce feed for 
taxpayer’s cattle on other land a primary production use – Meaning of dominant use. 
 
Western Australia Supreme Court 
 
Nugawela v Deputy Commissioner of Taxation [2017] WASCA 9 - Newnes JA, Murphy 
JA, 07 February 2017 
Practice and procedure - Appeal dismissed for non-compliance with springing order - 
Application to extend time to comply with springing order - Whether appeal has any 
reasonable prospect of success - Whether primary judge erred in entering summary 
judgment - Whether reasonable apprehension of bias - Turns on own facts 
 
 
Colin Fong 
 
 
10 Tax and related meetings 
 
Local 
 
The 8th Queensland Tax Researchers’ Symposium (QTRS). The Accounting for 
Social Change research group at the QUT Business School will host the 8th Queensland 
Tax Researchers Symposium on Monday, 3 July 2017.  The event will be held from 8.30 
am to 5 pm at the QUT Gardens Point Campus.  Registration is open to academics with a 
research interest in tax, as well as research higher degree students who are currently 
undertaking an honours, Masters or PhD dissertation in a tax related topic.  While 
registration is free, numbers are limited to 30 participants and those wishing to attend 
should register their interest as soon as possible to avoid disappointment (at least by 
Friday 3 May 2017). Advice as to accommodation options will be provided on 
registration if requested. General enquiries about both the QTRS (including paper 
submissions and registration) should be directed to: 
Professor Kerrie Sadiq <Kerrie.sadiq@qut.edu.au>  
 
ALTA (Australasian Law Teachers Associaton) Conference, University of South 
Australia from 5-8 July 2017, on the theme of “Law on the Line”. The Call for Papers is 

mailto:Kerrie.sadiq@qut.edu.au
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now open, and registration will be available from Monday 16th January. I would 
encourage all members of the Revenue Law Interest Group to attend – the Group has been 
very active in recent years, and will hopefully continue to grow. If you have any queries, 
please contact me by email or phone (0409.778.318). Robin Woellner 
<robin.woellner@jcu.edu.au> Convenor, ALTA Revenue Law Interest Group 
 
The Tax Institute’s website www.taxinstitute.com.au lists many conferences, 
conventions, seminars, and breakfast clubs. For further enquiries, contact Phillipa 
Cardigan (02) 8223 0045 or email phillipacardigan@taxinstitute.com.au or register online 
at www.taxinstitute.com.au  
Call the National Events team on 1300 733 842 for more details. 
Please contact the National Events Team on 1300 733 842 or by email, 
nationalevents@taxinstitute.com.au Follow us on Twitter @TaxInstituteOz.  
Danielle Thurston, Event and Member Services Executive The Tax Institute Phone: 02 
8223 0000; Direct: 02 8223 0014 Fax: 02 8223 0077 
daniellethurston@taxinstitute.com.au 
 
Overseas 
 
American Accounting Association Calls for paper 
website http://aaahq.org/calls/default.cfm  
 
Canadian Tax Foundation http://www.ctf.ca/ctfweb/en 
 
Tax Administration Research Centre  A partnership between the University of Exeter and the 
Institute for Fiscal Studies, funded by the ESRC, HMRC, and HMT. The 5th Annual TARC 
Workshop, Wednesday 26th & Thursday 27th April 2017. The Tax Administration Research Centre 
(http://tarc.exeter.ac.uk) undertakes research on tax administration in order to strengthen the theoretical 
and empirical understanding of tax policy and its practical operation. The 5th Annual TARC workshop 
will be held at the University of Exeter on April 26 and 27, 2017. The programme will be announced 
by mid-February 2017.  
 
Institute for Fiscal Studies Conferences and 
seminars http://www1.ifs.org.uk/conferences/index.shtml  
 
Institute for Austrian and International Tax Law 2017 events: 
The topics of the seminar sessions and other events can always be found at 
www.wu.ac.at/taxlaw. Please see the website for most up-to-date information on them. 
• Global Transfer Pricing Conference “Transfer Pricing Developments around the World” 
- February 22-24, 2017  
• International Conference on Taxpayer Rights: March 13-14 2017  
• Tax Treaty Case Law Around the Globe conference 27-29 April 2017  
• CEE Vienna International Tax Law Summer School 2017 - July 10 – 14, 2017 
 
International Bureau of Fiscal Documentation. Various courses in Amsterdam, the 
Netherlands or in Malaysia or elsewhere. For details, see http://www.ibfd.org The IBFD 
International Tax Academy (ITA) runs an extensive international course program. 
Generally all courses are held in Amsterdam. Should you require any further information 
or wish to register please refer to their web site www.ibfd.org or contact the International 
Tax Academy at +31-20-554 0160 or by e-mail ita@ibfd.org  
For courses go to http://www.ibfd.org/Training 
IBFD International Tax Courses - A selection of related courses in 2017 
International Tax Aspects of Brexit 9-10 March 2017 
International Taxation of Expatriates 3-5 April 2017, Kuala Lumpur 
Offshore Entities – Past, Present and Future 15-17 March 2017, Johannesburg 
International Tax Structuring for Real Estate and Immovable Property Investments 
7-9 June 2017 
Management of Tax Rulings, APAs and Mutual Agreement Procedures 21-23 June 2017 
Substance in International Tax Planning 11-13 September 2017, Singapore 

http://aaahq.org/calls/default.cfm
http://www1.ifs.org.uk/conferences/index.shtml
http://www.ibfd.org/
http://www.ibfd.org/
mailto:ita@ibfd.org
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For entire course portfolio, see <http://www.ibfd.org/Training/Find-
course?utm_source=course-promo-
april&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ITA0520-04-2015&utm_content=Course-
finder> 
See also http://www.ibfd.org/Training/Find-course 
 
International Fiscal Association Congresses http://www.ifa.nl/pages/default.aspx 
2017 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 27 August – 1 September <www.ifa2017rio.com.br> 
Subject 1: Assessing BEPS: Origins, Standards, and Responses 
Subject 2: The future of transfer pricing 
2018 Seoul, Korea, Rep of, 2 September – 6 September < www.ifaseoul2018.com> 
Subject 1: Seeking anti-avoidance measures of general nature and scope -GAAR and 
other rules: Do we need them, and what should they be like? 
Subject 2: Withholding tax+ 
2019 London, United Kingdom, 8 September- 13 September 
 
International Atlantic Economic Society (IAES) conference www.iaes.org for more 
information. Prof Dr M. Peter van der Hoek Academy of Economic Studies, Bucharest, 
Romania and Erasmus University, Rotterdam, Netherlands. Mailing address: Erasmus 
University (L 7-20) P.O. Box 1738 NL-3000 DR Rotterdam Netherlands Phone/Fax: +31-
10-4081622 E-mail: vanderHoek@frg.eur.nl  
 
International Tax Planning Association Forthcoming 
meetings http://www.itpa.org/meetings.html 
 
The African Tax Symposium is coming to Ghana. 10-12 May 2017, Accra, Ghana 
Our 3rd annual IBFD Africa Tax Symposium, Trends in International Taxation: An 
African Perspective, will focus on Africa and the post-BEPS landscape. As always, the 
Symposium will present a sharp and insightful perspective on current issues in African 
taxation. 
 
Tax Research Network Conference, 4-6 September 2017, Bournemouth University, 
United Kingdom. The primary contact would be Dr Phyllis Alexander, of the organising 
team at Bournemouth University (palexander@bournemouth.ac.uk) - and people could 
also get in touch with TRN President (Jane.Frecknall-Hughes@nottingham.ac.uk) 
 
Other useful tax and law related conference websites include the  
International Bar Association: 
http://www.ibanet.org/Conferences/conferences_home.aspx  
IBFD Course calendar 
http://www.ibfd.org/portal/app?bookmarkablePage=org.ibfd.portal.presentation.TaxCours
es  
International Events and Law Conferences 
http://internationaleventsandlawconferences.yolasite.com 
Conferences in Australia http://www.conferencealerts.com/country-
listing.php?page=1&ipp=All&country=Australia 
New South Wales Bar 
Association http://www.nswbar.asn.au/docs/professional/prof_dev/CPD/programme/inde
x.php  
Law Council of 
Australia http://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/lawcouncil/index.php/conferences 
Practising Law Institute http://www.pli.edu/ 
New York County Lawyers Association http://www.nycla.org  
American Bar Association Taxation CLE topics 
http://www.americanbar.org/cle/cle_courses_by_topic/taxation.html  
New York Bar Association http://www.nysba.org/  
Hieros Gamos Worldwide Law Events Calendar http://www.hg.org/legal-events.asp 
For Australian ones http://www.hg.org/legal-events-australia.asp 
For social sciences and humanities conferences, meetings etc, see Mind: The Meetings 
Index http://www.interdok.com/mind  

http://www.iaes.org/
mailto:vanderHoek@frg.eur.nl
http://www.itpa.org/meetings.html
http://www.ibanet.org/Conferences/conferences_home.aspx
http://www.nswbar.asn.au/docs/professional/prof_dev/CPD/programme/index.php
http://www.nswbar.asn.au/docs/professional/prof_dev/CPD/programme/index.php
http://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/lawcouncil/index.php/conferences
http://www.pli.edu/
http://www.nycla.org/
http://www.nysba.org/
http://www.interdok.com/mind
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See also the magazine Australian Conference & Exhibition Diary, Vamosi Information 
Publication.  
  
 
12 Recent publications 
 
Bold indicates ATTA members. Readers are encouraged to notify the Editor of recently 
written publications for notification, in these pages. Please note some of the overseas 
publications listed may not yet be available locally.  
 
Local 
 
Austaxpolicy: The Tax and Transfer Policy Blog <http://www.austaxpolicy.com> Recent 
postings include: 
Participatory Budgeting: The Next ‘Big Thing’ in Australian Local Government? 02 
February 2017 - Helen Christensen and Bligh Grant 
Does It Pay To Work? – The Case of a Single Parent with 4 Children, 24 January 2017 - 
Miranda Stewart and David Ingles 
The ‘Netflix Tax’: What Can We Learn from the EU-MOSS Scheme? 9 January 2017 - 
Teck Chi Wong 
 
(2016) 31 (4) Australian Tax Forum  
Sustainably funding transportation infrastructure: tax fuel or miles? Roberta F Mann  
Chinese tax policy and the promotion of agricultural cooperatives and environmental 
protection - Bill Butcher and Yan Xu  
Is there a role for tax incentives for the protection of freshwater resilience? Deborah L 
Jarvie  
Tax and the environment: an evaluation framework for tax policy reform — group Delphi 
study - Natalie P Stoianoff and Michael Walpole  
Will cars go green under the ACT’s reformed vehicle purchase tax? Anna Mortimore 
 
(2016) 3 (5) Australian Tax Law Bulletin 
General Editor’s introduction - Helen Hodgson  
Orange is the new black: the revised foreign investment tax conditions - Reynah Tang and 
Stewart Grieve  
Tax issues for digital business — a case study Part II: Going global - Joanne Dunne and 
Antonella Schiavello  
New small business restructure rules - Vasilios Mavropoulos  
Car depreciation cost base limit: why are cars singled out for deduction denial of luxury 
expenditure? Dale Boccabella 
 
(2016) 3 (6) Australian Tax Law Bulletin 
General Editor’s introduction - Helen Hodgson  
An evaluation of Australia’s director penalty regime - Sylvia Villios  
The determination of penalties under the promoter penalty regime: a comparison of 
Arnold and Ludekens No 2 - Helen Hodgson  
Constitutional judicial review of an invalid fraud and evasion opinion: targeted, direct and 
specific - John W Fickling 
 
(2016) 3 (7) Australian Tax Law Bulletin 
General Editor’s introduction - Helen Hodgson  
Devi and FCT - Paul Kenny  
Self-education expenses landscape: the ongoing need for clarity - Michael Blissenden  
Superannuation “reforms”: a short sited, silo-based, sledgehammer approach of an 
unascertained cost to the nation’s superannuation system and national economic security?  
John W Fickling 
 
(2016) 3 (8) Australian Tax Law Bulletin 
General Editor’s introduction - Helen Hodgson  
ATO’s in-house facilitation: the good, the bad, the ugly - Chris Wallis  
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Disconnection from the indirect tax zone - Andrew Sommer  
Home office expenses: claiming occupancy costs when the employer does not provide a 
workplace - Dale Boccabella 
 
(2016) 3 (9) Australian Tax Law Bulletin 
General Editor’s introduction - Helen Hodgson  
Single Touch Payroll: bringing payroll into the digital world - Angela Lehmann  
When an SMSF issue arises prompt action is required - Chris Wallis  
How will the ATO apply Pt IVA following the 2013 Amendments: PS LA 2005/24 
Revised - Helen Hodgson 
 
(2016) 3 (10) Australian Tax Law Bulletin 
General Editor’s introduction - Helen Hodgson  
How an integrity measure became a tax concession: the backpacker’s tax – Helen 
Hodgson  
Bywater Investments Ltd v Commissioner of Taxation [2016] HCA 45: Be alert, not 
alarmed - John W Fickling  
The superannuation reforms: what the changes mean for accumulators and retirees - Craig 
Meldrum  
 
 
Australian Taxation Office Tax risk management and governance review guide, 2017  
<https://www.ato.gov.au/Business/Large-business/In-detail/Key-products-and-
resources/Tax-risk-management-and-governance-review-guide>  
 
Basur, Aditya; Jenkins, Christopher; Ruddell, James and Vather, Sehj (contributing eds) 
Ten years of tax: a celebration of Professor Michael Littlewood's first decade at the 
University of Auckland Faculty of Law, 2003-2013,  Christchurch, The Centre for 
Commercial and Corporate Law,  University of Canterbury, 2016. This work (of over 550 
pages) brings together published articles that are the result of undergraduate work 
supervised by Professor Michael Littlewood in the Faculty of Law, University of 
Auckland between 2003 and 2013.  
Domestic Taxation 
Phil Norton, “Is the Surrender or Extinguishment of an Option a Disposition for the 
Purposes of Section CE 2(3) of the Income Tax Act 2004?” 
Chye-Ching Huang, “Constitutional Nonsense? The ‘Unenforceable’ Fiscal 
Responsibility Act 1994, the Financial Management Reform, and New Zealand’s 
Developing Constitution” 
Sehj Vather, “The Tax Treatment of New Zealand Firms’ Offshore Subsidiaries” 
Patricia Ieong, “Curbing Harms through Price Control: Alcohol Excises versus Minimum 
Prices” 
Jingjing (Alice) Wang “Is It Fair to Share? Income Splitting for Families” 
Tax Avoidance 
Thomas Faulls, “The Commissioner’s Power of Reconstruction under the General Anti-
Avoidance Rule” 
James Ruddell, “Statutory Interpretation, Parliamentary Intention and the General Anti-
Avoidance Rule” 
International Taxation and Tax Treaties 
Sabrina Muck “The New Zealand-Netherlands Double Tax Agreement: A Significant 
Influence on New Zealand’s Network of Double Tax Agreements” 
Louisa Boyd, “Double Taxation Agreements: New Zealand’s Approach to Treaty 
Shopping” 
Joanna Khoo, “China’s Evolution as a Capital Exporter: A Shift in Tax Treaty Policy?” 
Keefe Han, “The Mistaken Removal of Article 14 from the OECD Model Tax 
Convention” 
Kyle Rainsford, “Tax Treaties with Tax Havens: The Hidden Tax Break” 
Tax History 
Nicola Jones “A History of Taxing Married Women in New Zealand” 
Luke Facer, “The Introduction of Income Tax in New Zealand” 
Aditya Basrur, “The Conception and Birth of the Stamp Duties Act 1866” 
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Annie Steel, “The Five Phases of Company Taxation in New Zealand: 1840-2008” 
Ogy Kabzamalov, “New Zealand’s Forgotten Income Tax” 
Christopher L. Jenkins, “1860: India’s First Income Tax” 
Chapters have been updated as necessary. 
Copies of the book retail for NZ$120 (plus NZ$15 overseas postage) – which at 
approximately NZ21.6 cents per page is value for money! Copies can be purchased online 
at http://www.laws.canterbury.ac.nz/cccl/. For further information please contact Andrew 
Maples, Director, Centre for Commercial and Corporate Law, Inc  
<andrew.maples@canterbury.ac.nz>  
 
Bolwell D, Whiley H, Eccleston, Richard, 'Tasmania July to December 2015', (2016) 62 
(2) Australian Journal of Politics and History 319-326  
 
Cobiac, Linda; Veerman, Lennert & Blakely, Tony ‘Why the government should tax 
unhealthy foods and subsidise nutritious ones’ The Conversation 15 February 2017  
<https://theconversation.com/why-the-government-should-tax-unhealthy-foods-and-
subsidise-nutritious-ones-72790> 
 
Dick, Caroline ‘Anti-shouting law: a war-time sumptuary impulse tied up with slouch 
hats and khaki’ (2016) 16 Legal History 59 - 78  
 
Eslake, Saul ‘Why small business tax cuts aren’t likely to boost ‘jobs and growth’’ The 
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13 Quotable quotes 
 
“Why has the ATO issued you with a DPO? 
The ATO believes on reasonable grounds that it is desirable to prevent you from leaving 
Australia for the following reasons: 
1 You have a tax liability of $5, 393,521.33 (including accrued general interest charge 
calculated up to and including 4/12/16) 
2 You have not made an arrangement with the ATO to pay this liability 
3 There is a risk to revenue for the following reasons: 

a Since the 2012 Income Tax default assessment was issued on 30 July 2015 you 
have failed to address your income tax debt. You failed to respond to the Notice 
of Intended Legal Action and to the garnishee notice issued to a bank on 18/7/16 
and 2/9/16 respectively 
b That you can flee the country and operate your business interest overseas 
without addressing your debt in Australia 
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c There is information to suggest that you have un-concealed assets offshore.  
 
Source: ATO letter to a client of Chris Wallis, December 2016. 
 

************* 
 

 
************* 

 
“People have been having difficulty understanding court processes and procedures for 
many years. In Bleak House, Dickens described the litigation process as “such an infernal 
country-dance of costs and fees and nonsense and corruption as was never dreamed of in 
the wildest visions of a Witch’s Sabbath.” 
(C Dickens, Bleak House (1853) p 67) 
 
We can indeed be needlessly wordy at times. Arthur Symonds once said that if you 
wished to give another person all right and title to an orange, instead of saying “I give you 
that orange”, you would have to say,  
“I give you all and singular, my estate and interest, right, title, claim and advantage of and 
in that orange, with all its rind, skin, juice, pulp and pips, and all right and advantage 
therein, with full power to bite, cut, suck, and otherwise eat the same, or give the same 
away as fully and effectually as I the said A.B. am now entitled to bite, cut, suck, or 
otherwise eat the same orange, or give the same away, with or without its rind, skin, juice, 
pulp, and pips, anything hereinbefore, or hereinafter, or in any other deed, or deeds, 
instrument or instruments of what nature or kind soever, to the contrary in any wise, 
notwithstanding.”” 
(A Symonds, Mechanics of Law Making (1835) p 75; cited in RE Megarry, A Second 
Miscellany At Law (1973) p 285. 
 
Source: Bathurst, Tom (Chief Justice of New South Wales) ‘Doing right by ‘all manner of 
people’: building a more inclusive legal system’, Opening of Law Term Dinner, 
Wednesday 1 February 2017 p 13-14 
<http://www.supremecourt.justice.nsw.gov.au/Documents/Publications/Speeches/Bathurs
t_20170102.pdf> 
 

************* 
 
“I was visiting Myanmar, yet despite it being backwards in many ways, I could still view 
Jimmy Kimmel …” 
 
Source: Overheard in a staff room, 6 February 2017  
 

************* 
 
“You are now entering Irish territory (for tax purposes)” 
 
Source: Peters, Carmel Powerpoint slide BEPS 2014/15 at ATTA Conference 20 January 
2017 

************* 
 
“If you fail to lodge your annual tax return on time, the tax man may accept late 
lodgement due to "extenuating circumstances". 
 
Over the past few years, the Australian Taxation Office has rejected the following reasons 
given by taxpayers as being "extenuating". They include: 
 
Excuse 1: "Snails eat our mail, so your lodgement demand letter must have been eaten." 
 
Excuse 2: "I had a fight with my wife and she works for my tax agent so I couldn't meet 
with him". 
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Excuse 3: "My client can't lodge because she is currently at the North Pole." 
 
Excuse 4: "My mailbox is full of grass and weeds so I didn't receive any ATO 
correspondence or lodgement reminder letters". 
 
Excuse 5: "I couldn't lodge my 2003 tax return because I was suffering from trauma from 
a serious car accident I had in 2007." 
 
Source: Khadem, Nassim 'Snails eat our mail': Excuses the ATO gets from people not 
filing their tax returns’, Sydney Morning Herald 13 February 2017  
<http://www.smh.com.au/business/the-economy/snails-eat-our-mail-excuses-the-ato-gets-
from-people-not-filing-their-tax-returns-20170203-gu4sms.html> 
 

************* 
 
“It has always been important that our community has an awareness of the essential 
elements of our legal system and our governmental institutions. It has never been more 
important than now. 
 
The spaces left by lack of awareness and misunderstanding are all too readily filled by 
snake oil salesmen coming in from the hinterland of our civil and political discourses.” 
 
French, Robert (former Chief Justice, High Court of Australia) as quoted in: Coade, 
Melissa ‘Former Chief Justice takes on Trump and the rule of law’, Lawyers Weekly 14 
February 2017 <http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/news/20533-former-chief-justice-
takes-on-trump-and-the-rule-of-
law?utm_source=LawyersWeekly&utm_campaign=14_02_17&utm_medium=email&ut
m_content=1> 
 

************* 
 

“Hugh Laddie, the first High Court judge to resign in 35 years, said he often ruled on tax 
or insolvency cases that he wasn't trained to hear because of the way the English legal 
system works.” 
 
Source: The Telegraph Filed: 29/03/2006, A round-up of headlines from across the 
financial sectors, provided by BloombergNEWS 
 

************* 
 
“Staff at the ATO have one of the shortest working weeks in Government but when they 
were asked to work an extra nine minutes a day to boost productivity, they responded 
with a backlash until the proposal was dropped. 
 
Documents obtained by the ABC under freedom of information laws reveal the push to 
extend working hours to 5:00pm — an extra 4.5 working days a year — proved "highly 
contentious" and was ultimately dropped to ease concerns. 
 
ATO staff have finished work at 4:51pm for many years despite management 
acknowledging the roster is out-of-step with community expectations and the rest of the 
bureaucracy. 
 
The proposal would have improved productivity by 2 per cent and was made amid 
protracted workplace bargaining with unions that have now stretched into a third year.” 
 
Source: Belot, Henry ‘ATO admits working hours inefficient after staff backlash over 
request to work nine more minutes’ ABC News 20 February 2017  
<http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-02-20/ato-admit-working-hours-are-below-
community-standards/8284384> 
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************* 

 
“Upon that basis, however, I would dismiss the appeal on the ground that this court is still 
strictly bound by the decision of the Fun Court in Verwayen v The Commonwealth (No. 
2) [1989] VicRp 63; [1989] VR 712” 
 
Source: <http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/vic/VicRp/1994/66.html> 
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