
1 
 

ATTA News January 2017  
https://www.business.unsw.edu.au/about/schools/taxation-business-law/australasian-tax-

teachers-association/newsletters  
Editor: Colin Fong, UNSW Law, UNSW Australia, Sydney c.fong@unsw.edu.au 

ATTA website: https://www.business.unsw.edu.au/about/schools/taxation-business-
law/australasian-tax-teachers-association  

Contents 
1 Presidential column   1 
2 ATTA’s 29th Annual Conference 1 
3 Draft ATTA AGM agenda 2017  2 
4 Arrivals, departures and honours 2 
5 The Tax Institute’s Scholarship: A Year in Tax 3 
6 New Zealand developments  3 
9 Call for papers   4 
10 Recent Australian tax cases  6 
11 Tax and related meetings  8 
12 Recent publications   11 
13 Quotable quotes   15 
 
 
 
1 Presidential column 
 
I hope everyone has managed to have a break over the Christmas- New Year period and is 
refreshed to take on a new academic year.  With changeable weather in New Zealand, this 
has restricted some of the outdoor activities.  Masterton is known for having good 
summer weather - I sincerely hope it delivers for us during the period of the Conference!  
If you have not already checked out the ATTA Conference programme, please do so as 
soon as possible - there are further details later in this Newsletter.  If you are not able to 
make the Conference, you are welcome to send through your apologies for the AGM to 
Brett Bondfield, and to nominate a proxy. 
 
JATTA 2016 is now available online via the ATTA website.  As I mentioned in last 
month's column, this issue offers plenty of summer reading, and further insights into the 
expectations of referees.  Once again my thanks go to Dale Boccabella and Ann Kayis-
Kumar for their significant effort in bringing this issue of JATTA together. 
 
My congratulations to Sylvia Villios for completion of her PhD thesis entitled: A 
framework for corporate insolvency taxation: the crossroads of the theoretical 
perspectives in taxation law and insolvency law.  Sylvia’s received a Dean’s 
Commendation for her thesis undertaken through the University of Adelaide. Best wishes 
to Keith Kendall on his move to the Victorian Bar.  
 
This is my last Presidential Column – with next month’s Newsletter will come the first 
column from our new President.   
 
Adrian Sawyer, ATTA President 
6 January 2017 
 
 
2 ATTA’s 29th Annual Conference  
 
Planning is progressing well for the 2017 ATTA conference.  We have an engaging mix 
of keynote speakers and panel presentations, together with some fun social activities.   
The conference website is: http://www.victoria.ac.nz/sacl/about/events/atta-2017/.  If you 
need information that is not available on the website, then please get in touch with one of 
the organising committee: Lisa Marriott (lisa.marriott@vuw.ac.nz); David White 
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(david.white@vuw.ac.nz); Andrew Smith (Andrew.smith@vuw.ac.nz); or Jonathan 
Barrett (jonathan.barrett@vuw.ac.nz).   
 
 
3 Draft ATTA AGM agenda 2017 
 
Date & time: Friday 20 January 2017 at 3.10pm 
Venue: Main Conference Room 
 
Present:  
Apologies:  
 
1. Minutes of the previous meeting:  
 
2. Matters arising from the minutes:  
 
3. Reports: 
President’s report:  
Treasurer’s report:  
Secretary’s report: Includes update on membership procedures and archiving past 
conference papers on PANDORA at the Australian National Library. 
 
4. Election of Office bearers: There will be an election for the six positions of the 
Executive Committee 
 
5. Confirmation of State/Territory/NZ representatives:   
 
6. Appointment of auditor: 
 
7. Expressions of interest for hosting ATTA 2018.  
 
9. General business: 
 
 
4 Arrivals, departures and honours 
 
 
Amir Pichhadze will be joining the law faculty at Deakin Law School, where he will be 
teaching tax law in early 2017. Amir is a graduate of the London School of Economics 
(LSE) and the University of Michigan Law School, where he developed an expertise in 
tax law. Amir was also a co-lecturer of the consumption tax course at Michigan Law 
School. Amir also completed a judicial clerkship at the Tax Court of Canada and his 
research papers have been widely published in leading journals around the world. 
Currently, he is an SJD candidate and Michigan Grotius Fellow at Michigan Law. 
 

************* 
 
Congratulations to Sylvia Villios on the completion of her PhD thesis A framework for 
corporate insolvency taxation: the crossroads of the theoretical perspectives in taxation 
law and insolvency law, done via the University of Adelaide. Her supervisors were Prof 
Christopher Symes and A/Prof Paul Kenny (Flinders University), and completed in 2016. 
Sylvia also received a Dean’s Commendation for this thesis. 
 

************* 
 

Keith Kendall has resigned from the School of Law at La Trobe University to practice 
full time at the Victorian Bar. As well as his practice, Keith will still do some sessional 
teaching for the foreseeable future. 
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5 The Tax Institute’s Scholarship: A Year in Tax 
 
In 2017, The Tax Institute’s will be providing a funded scholarship program that provides 
tuition fees for the CTA1 Foundations, CTA2A Advanced and CTA2B Advanced 
subjects for the first time. Each subject is taught over 13 weeks and has the flexibility to 
be accessed anywhere, and anytime, via an online learning portal. 
Open to one successful applicant per state or territory, the scholarship: 

• provides full tuition fees for a ‘full year’ of practical tax education 
• covers the required tax topics in a practical, applicable format for the workplace 
• allows for part-time education via distance learning 
• includes 12 months’ membership of The Tax Institute, and 
• is the equivalent of both the Chartered Accountant (CA) Tax module and 

Certified Public Accountant (CPA) Taxation segment. 
Further, the successful scholarship recipients will be able to: 

• complete a Graduate Diploma of Applied Tax Law 
• obtain the Chartered Tax Adviser (CTA) designation, and 
• attain CA or CPA status. 

Applications close Friday, 17 February 2017 with the successful candidates 
commencing study on Monday, 13 March 2017. 
To apply we encourage applicants to: 

• visit education.taxinstitute.com.au/year-in-tax 
• review applicant eligibility criteria and conditions 
• complete the application form. 

For more information, please call The Tax Institute Scholarship Team on +61 2 8223 
0089 or email ttiadvice@taxinstitute.com.au. 
 
 
6 New Zealand developments  
 
We are looking forward to hosting the 2017 ATTA conference in just a few days.  In the 
meantime, here is an update on some draft items that are currently out for consultation in 
New Zealand:  
 
• PUB00263 has a comment deadline of 27 January 2017. This public ruling outlines 
whether section CB 4 (Personal Property Acquired for the Purpose of Disposal) is likely 
to apply when the rights attached to shares are changed, and when those shares are sold.  
The conclusion is that changes to the share rights does not result in a disposal of the 
shares for the purposes of section CB 4.  However, when the shares are acquired on 
revenue account before changes to the share rights, section CB4 will apply to disposal of 
the shares.   
• PUB00211 also has a comment deadline of 27 January 2017.  This public ruling covers 
the GST treatment of traffic fines and concludes that traffic infringement fees (usually 
parking fines) are not subject to GST.  However, input tax deductions remain available to 
the extent that goods and services are used in the traffic law enforcement process.   
• PUB00229 has a comment deadline of 23 January 2017.  This public ruling relates to 
fringe benefit tax and when non-cash benefits are provided by charitable (and other 
donee) organisations to employees.  The public ruling elaborates on when the exclusion 
from fringe benefit tax in section CX 25 (Benefits provided by Charitable Organisations) 
applies.  Previous Public Ruling (BR Pub 09/03) specified that fringe benefit tax would be 
paid in full on benefits to employees who worked more than 50% of their time outside the 
charitable functions of the business. The new public ruling clarifies that some charitable 
organisations may need to apportion fringe benefits when employees undertake activities 
inside and outside the charitable purposes of the organisation.    
 
Lisa Marriott 
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7 IFA Competitions  
 
1.       As you know IFA has instituted the Mitchell B. Carroll Prize in order to encourage 
scientific work. This Prize is awarded for a work dealing with international fiscal 
questions, comparative fiscal law or local fiscal law with the emphasis on the 
relationships with the fiscal law of foreign jurisdictions. Competition for the Prize is open 
to lawyers, accountants and economists. 
 
2.       In 2010 IFA launched the Maurice Lauré Prize. IFA has instituted this Prize in 
order to encourage scientific work on international indirect taxation. The Prize is named 
in honour of Maurice Lauré, who was instrumental in the first implementation of the 
Value Added Tax system in France, now applied in more than 160 jurisdictions. 
 
3.       Further, IFA has initiated a so-called “Poster Programme” to attract young students 
to international taxation. The programme is open to a maximum of ten students 
graduating in international taxation who are writing a thesis on a purely theoretical or 
more practical subject. 
 
4.       In 2014 IFA launched the IFA President YIN Scientific Award. This award shall be 
awarded for an article published in a qualified medium, furthering the understanding of 
international fiscal law or comparative tax law, providing practical solutions to problems 
arising in cross-border transactions or situations.  
 
For further information, rules of the competition and application we kindly revert you to 
the attached letters and the IFA website (www.ifa.nl/activities). 
 
Shuchita Pota 
 
 
8 ATTA people in the media 
 
Richard Collins, Michael Walpole and Gordon Cooper may be seen wearing pink 
suits, pink beards, with flamingo caps for Jane McGrath day at the Sydney Cricket 
Ground on 4 January 2017. Rawsthorne, Jane ‘Pink Test: WAGS, celebrities, cricket fans 
and Malcolm Turnbull dig deep for Jane McGrath Day’, Daily Telegraph 5 January 2017 
<http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/entertainment/sydney-confidential/pink-test-wags-
celebrities-cricket-fans-and-malcolm-turnbull-dig-deep-for-jane-mcgrath-day/news-
story/893c5c37bb4d8df431247b20bd377381> 
 
 
9 Call for papers 
 
ALTA Conference 
 
Confirming that the ALTA (Australasian Law Teachers Associaton) Conference this year, 
is at the University of South Australia from 5-8 July, on the theme of “Law on the Line”. 
 
The Call for Papers is now open, and registration will be available from Monday 16th 
January. I would encourage all members of the Revenue Law Interest Group to attend – 
the Group has been very active in recent years, and will hopefully continue to grow. 
 
Given the flood of recent developments in statute and case law in 2016, there is no 
shortage of possible topics for papers and general discussion.  Indeed, dramatic change 
has been the norm in tax now for many years, and shows no sign of slowing up – the 
Netflix cross-border digital tax, anti-avoidance legislation (including BEPS, MAAL and 
DPT progress), tax transparency and the common reporting standard, State Taxes, CGT 
and superannuation changes, the implications of the Commissioner’s remedial powers, 
GST bullion schemes,  proposed integrity measures to strengthen the operation of 
Australia's Controlled Foreign Company (CFC) rules, pronouncements the meaning of a 
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"core" R&D activity, endless flip-flops on the so-called "backpacker's tax", new Double 
Tax Agreements, the ongoing implications of the "Panama Papers", OECD guidance on 
attribution of profits to permanent establishment and profit splits, changes to transfer 
pricing rules and eliminating hybrid mismatch arrangements, fundamental changes to the 
Managed Investment Trusts regime –  
And a seemingly endless list of other issues mean that there should be no problem in 
finding a suitable topic. 
Registration for ALTA 2017 open 16 January 2017 
Call for abstracts close 28 February 2017 
Authors notified on accepted submissions 31 March 2017 
Early Bird registration close 
Deadline for presenting authors to register 30 April 2017 
Deadline for authors to submit papers 12 June 2017  
ALTA 2017 5 July to 8 July 2017  
If you have any queries, please contact me by email or phone (0409.778.318). 
I look forward to seeing you in Adelaide. 
Regards 
Robin Woellner <robin.woellner@jcu.edu.au> 
Convenor, ALTA Revenue Law Interest Group 
 

****************** 
 

Tax Administration Research Centre 
 A partnership between the University of Exeter and the Institute for Fiscal Studies, funded by the 
ESRC, HMRC, and HMT  
The 5th Annual TARC Workshop, Wednesday 26th & Thursday 27th April 2017  
The Tax Administration Research Centre (http://tarc.exeter.ac.uk) undertakes research on tax 
administration in order to strengthen the theoretical and empirical understanding of tax policy and its 
practical operation.  
The 5th Annual TARC workshop will be held at the University of Exeter on April 26 and 27, 2017.  
Submissions in all areas of tax administration are invited from any perspective including accounting, 
economics, psychology and law. Empirical, experimental, and theoretical papers are equally welcome, 
as are contributions from practitioners. Papers with a focus on tax administration in developing 
countries are particularly welcome.  
The organisers will contribute to the travel costs of all presenters and will provide accommodation.  
Those wishing to submit a paper should email an abstract of no more than 500 words, along with their 
contact details and institutional affiliation, by the close of business Friday 27th January 2017 to 
tarc@exeter.ac.uk  
The programme will be announced by mid-February 2017. Full papers will be required by 
Friday 7th April 2017. 
 

****************** 
 
Austaxpolicy.com Blog hosted and edited by the Tax and Transfer Policy Institute.  
 
Please follow us on Twitter @Austaxpolicy or sign up to our fortnightly email newsletter.  
Our goal is to promote your research and contribute to informing public debate on tax law 
and policy: Please go to www.austaxpolicy.com to read articles and briefs, comment or 
send us a contribution! We are keen to build your contributions to the Blog and our wider 
audience so please consider publishing with us, based on your substantive research, 
recently published or in progress. If you like what you read, please distribute it among 
your networks and also circulate the Blog and this call for contributions to others who 
may be interested.  

****************** 
 
Tax and Transfer Policy Institute publication series: We look forward to your 
contributions! 
 
Working Paper series published by the Tax and Transfer Policy Institute, The ANU. 
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We seek well prepared and substantial Working Papers to publish in our series, from all 
disciplines, both on the website and on SSRN (where they will be promoted in tax, public 
policy lists). Please send your contribution to tax.policy@anu.edu.au for review. 
 
Policy Brief series 
 
The TTPI Policy Brief series provides an accessible and rigorous explanation of tax issues 
or concepts for policy-makers, students, academics and interested members of the public. 
Policy Briefs will be published as a numbered report in PDF format and also as Brief on 
the Austaxpolicy.com blog. If you are interested in publishing a Policy Brief, please 
contact us at tax.policy@anu.edu.au , we look forward to hearing from you. 
 

****************** 
 
 
10 Recent Australian tax cases 
 
The following cases are from the last month of Australian cases on tax and related 
matters, with the catchwords taken from the ATO <http://www.ato.gov.au>, AustLII 
<http://www.austlii.edu.au>, Federal Court <http://www.fedcourt.gov.au>, Victorian Bar 
Tax Bar Association <https://www.vicbar.com.au/bar-associations/tax/news>, NSW 
CaseLaw <http://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au> websites and BarNet Jade alerts.  
 
High Court of Australia 
 
ElecNet (Aust) Pty Ltd v Commissioner of Taxation [2016] HCA 51, Kiefel, Gageler, 
Keane, Nettle and Gordon JJ - 21 December 2016  
Taxation – Unit trusts – Public trading trust – Where trust settled by deed – Where 
employers become members of industry severance scheme created by trust – Where 
members of scheme obliged to make payments to trustee – Where trustee credits 
payments to accounts in name of individual employees – Where trustee makes payment to 
employee upon termination of employment – Whether unit trust within meaning of Div 
6C of Pt III of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1936 (Cth). 
Words and phrases – "beneficial interest", "ordinary acceptation", "prescribed trust 
estate", "public trading trust", "unit", "unit trust". 
 
Federal Court of Australia 
 
Gould v Deputy Commissioner of Taxation [2017] FCAFC 1, Gilmour, Logan and 
Robertson JJ - 09 January 2017   
Taxation – assessment – validity of assessment – process of assessment – conclusive 
evidence – claim of conscious maladministration – claim of bad faith – claim of illegality 
– state of mind – requirement to plead particulars 
Practice and procedure – summary judgment – strike out – reasonable prospect of success 
– failure to disclose reasonable cause of action or defence or other case appropriate to the 
nature of the pleading – whether leave to re-plead 
 
Jonshagen v Commissioner of Taxation [2016] FCA 1545, Siopis, J - 20 Dec 2016    
Taxation – application for an extension of time to appeal on a question of law from a 
decision of the Administrative Appeals Tribunal – the applicant claimed deductions for 
management fees and other expenses incurred by participation in a wine project in 
Western Australia – the Australian Taxation Office issued a position paper stating that in 
its view the deductions claimed were tax benefits to which Pt IVA of the Income Tax 
Assessment Act 1936 (Cth) applied – the applicant entered into a settlement deed with the 
Commissioner – the Commissioner issued amended income tax assessments – whether 
the applicant was precluded from objecting to the amended income tax assessments by 
reason of having entered into the settlement deed.  
 
Commissioner of Taxation v Normandy Finance and Investments Asia Pty Ltd [2016] 
FCAFC 180, Logan, Jagot and Davies JJ - 16 Dec 2016    

mailto:tax.policy@anu.edu.au
mailto:tax.policy@anu.edu.au
http://www.ato.gov.au/
https://www.vicbar.com.au/bar-associations/tax/news
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Taxation – appeal from a single judge of the Federal Court of Australia – appeal from the 
Administrative Appeals Tribunal – where primary judge set aside various objection 
decisions of the appellant – whether finding of loans open - procedural fairness. 
 
New South Wales Supreme Court  
 
UNSW Global Pty Ltd v Chief Commissioner of State Revenue [2016] NSWSC 185, 
White J - 21 December 2016  
Tax — payroll tax — employment agents — plaintiff provided the services of experts to 
provide expert services in connection with litigation or in relation to some aspect of a 
client‘s business — experts retained by the plaintiff were independent contractors — 
whether payments made by the plaintiff to experts were wages pursuant to s 3C(2)(C) of 
the Pay-roll Tax Act 1971 and s 40 of the Payroll Tax Act 2007 — held that services 
provided for a client’s benefit but not provided by a service provider working in a client’s 
business not intended to fall within the scope of the employment agency contract 
provisions — work done by the experts retained by the plaintiff was not done in the 
conduct of a client’s business — payroll tax assessment notice set aside 
 
Grain Growers Limited v Chief Commissioner of State Revenue (NSW) [2016] NSWCA 
359, Bathurst CJ, Beazley P, Leeming JA - 15 Dec 2016   
Taxation – payroll tax – charities – non-profit entity claiming exemption from payroll tax 
pursuant to s 48 of the Payroll Tax Act 2007 (NSW) – where charitable purpose the 
advancement of the grain industry – where employees engaged in information, technical 
and analytical services – whether employees engaged in work of a kind ordinarily 
performed in connection with the charitable purpose of the institution 
 Statutory interpretation – construction of s 48 of the Payroll Tax Act 2007 (NSW) – 
phrase "work of a kind ordinarily performed in connection with the ... charitable ... 
purposes of the institution" – whether s 48(2) requires assessment of work performed by 
comparable institutions – whether such a construction would produce absurdity – whether 
such a construction would preclude new or innovative charitable activities 
 Statutory interpretation – words used in legislation to be construed within their statutory 
context – utility of reference to the construction of particular words within a different 
statutory context 
Statutory interpretation – legislative history – utility of legislative history where 
provisions substantially amended.  
 
Peter Sleiman Investments Pty Limited as trustee for the Sleiman Family Trust v Deputy 
Commissioner of Taxation [2016] NSWCA 355, McColl JA - 14 Dec 2016    
Practice – stay of proceedings – application for stay where winding up order made in 
favour of Deputy Commissioner of Taxation on basis of applicant's insolvency – where 
appeal likely nugatory if stay not granted 
Corporations – where company wound up in insolvency by reason of tax debt – where tax 
debt the subject of pending review proceedings in the Administrative Appeals Tribunal – 
where application to stay winding up order pending determination of appeal 
Practice - parties – joinder – where applicants for joinder beneficiaries of trust – where 
order made that trustee of trust be wound up 
 
Queensland Supreme Court 
 
Comptroller-General of Customs v Yip; Comptroller-General of Customs v So; 
Comptroller-General of Customs v Johal [2016] QCA 339, Margaret McMurdo P and 
Fraser and Gotterson JJA - 16 December 2016. 
Taxes and duties – Customs and excise – Generally – Interpretation of customs and excise 
legislation – where the respondents each intentionally failed to declare jewellery and 
Rolex watches attempting to evade payment of duty after arriving in Brisbane from Hong 
Kong – where the undeclared jewellery and watches were seized – where the magistrate 
ordered fines and, in addition, an order for condemnation under s 205D(3) of the Customs 
Act – where, on appeal, the judge of the District Court concluded that the magistrate 
failed to give adequate reasons – where the District Court judge, in finding legal error, 
proceeded on the footing that s 205D(3)(c) reposed in the court a discretion and that it fell 
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to him to exercise the discretion afresh and concluded that a condemnation order ought to 
be made with respect to the undeclared jewellery but not the watches – where the 
applicant alleges that the judge of the District Court erred in law in his characterisation of 
s 205D(3) – whether such a characterisation was infected by legal error 
 
Victoria Supreme Court 
 
Commissioner of State Revenue v Arrigo [2016] VSCA 339, Ashley, Santamaria and 
Mcleish JJA - 20 December 2016 
Taxation – Duty – Group investors purchased property for redevelopment and subdivision 
– Property held on unit trust – Plan of subdivision registered, each subdivided lot subject 
of new certificate of title – Trustee transferred interest in one lot to unitholder – 
Exemption for duty in respect of transfer of property subject to ‘fixed trust’ – Whether 
duty payable on transfer to unitholder – Whether trust deed created initial unit trust 
existing before registration of plan of subdivision and subsequent ‘fixed trusts’ in favour 
of respective unitholders arising upon registration of plan of subdivision – Duties Act 
2000 s 36 – Appeal allowed. 
Judicial review – Appeal – Questions of law – Whether construction of statute and trust 
deed are questions of law – Whether application of Duties Act 2000 to facts is question of 
law – Haritos v Federal Commissioner of Taxation (2015) 233 FCR 315; Hope v Bathurst 
City Council (1980) 144 CLR 1, applied. 
 
Rainn Pty Ltd v Commissioner of State Revenue [2016] VSCA 338, Maxwell P, 
Santamaria JA and Riordan AJA - 20 December 2016  
Taxation – Land tax – Exemptions – Exemption for primary production – Whether land 
used primarily for primary production – Timing of ascertainment of use – Whether at 
assessment date or during tax year – Meaning of ‘use’ – Whether land lying fallow or not 
used – Saville v Commissioner of Land Tax (1980) 12 ATR 7, Longford Investments Pty 
Ltd v Commissioner of Land Tax (NSW) (1978) 8 ATR 656 considered – Land Tax Act 
2005, ss 36, 59, 60 and 66. 
Appeal – Appeal on question of law – Appeal from Victorian Civil and Administrative 
Tribunal – Whether question of fact or question of law – Leave to appeal refused – 
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998, s 148(1). 
Words and phrases – ‘Use’, ‘is used’. 
 
 
Colin Fong 
 
 
11 Tax and related meetings 
 
Local 
 
International Conference of Chinese Tax and Policy University of Sydney, Sydney, 
Australia, 16-17 January 2017. The conference is jointly organised by The University of 
Sydney Business School (http://sydney.edu.au/business), the Journal of Chinese Tax and 
Policy (http://jctpjournal.org/), the Department of Public Economics of Xiamen 
University (http://czx.xmu.edu.cn/user/index.asp) and the Taxation Law and Policy 
Research Institute of Monash University (https://business.monash.edu/business-law-and-
taxation/research/research-groups/taxation-law-and-policy-research-group). 
Possible Topics/Streams 
·         Double taxation 
·         Tax and e-commerce  
·         Tax and Alternative Forms of Finance  
·         Taxation of Financial Instruments/Products/Arrangements 
·         Tax Administration and Compliance 
·         Tax Information Sharing 
·         Tax and Crime 
·         Tax and Intellectual Property 
Registration costs 

http://sydney.edu.au/business
http://jctpjournal.org/
http://czx.xmu.edu.cn/user/index.asp
https://business.monash.edu/business-law-and-taxation/research/research-groups/taxation-law-and-policy-research-group
https://business.monash.edu/business-law-and-taxation/research/research-groups/taxation-law-and-policy-research-group
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There is no registration fee for this conference. 
Contact 
Charlotte Hang, Angel Huang, Steven Xu 
Email: jctpjournal@gmail.com  
Eva Huang  
Editor | The Journal of Chinese Tax and Policy  
eva.huang@sydney.edu.au 
 
 
 
ATTA’s 29th Annual Conference will be hosted by Victoria University of Wellington in 
New Zealand.  The conference dates are 18-20 January 2017 and the theme of the 
conference is Tax and Society.  The conference will celebrate 29 years of ATTA in 
Australasia. The conference venue is the Copthorne Hotel and Resort Solway Park, just 
outside Masterton in the Wairarapa. The Wairarapa is approximately 100km from 
Wellington and is an easy train journey. For further details, please refer to the conference 
website: http://www.victoria.ac.nz/sacl/about/events/atta-2017 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch with any of the organising 
committee: Lisa, Andrew, Jonathan or David (Lisa.Marriott@vuw.ac.nz; 
Andrew.Smith@vuw.ac.nz; Jonathan.Barrett@vuw.ac.nz; david.white@vuw.ac.nz).  
 
 
You are warmly invited to a lunchtime seminar at the School of Taxation and Business 
Law, UNSW as follows: 
Presenter: Prof Neil Buchanan, George Washington University, Washington DC 
Date:  8 February 2017 (Wednesday) 
Time: 12.30-1.30pm 
Room: 2055 Quadrangle Building 
Title: Retirement Security Issues in Australia and the United States 
This seminar will compare the current methods of providing retirement security in 
Australia and the United States.  Starting with an examination of the fundamental 
differences between the two government-sponsored retirement systems, the seminar will 
examine financial challenges, demographic trends, and policy options available to leaders 
in both countries.  A key goal of the seminar will be to draw lessons from each country's 
experiences that might help to solve the other country's policy challenges.' 
Bio: Professor Neil H Buchanan teaches tax law and policy at the George Washington 
University in Washington, DC.  An economist and a legal scholar, Neil is a Visiting 
Fellow, with the School of Taxation and Business Law at UNSW.  His research focuses 
on intergenerational aspects of policy questions, especially issues relating to government 
spending, taxation, and borrowing.  He is currently working on a book, What Do We Owe 
Future Generations?, in which he broadens the focus beyond economic issues to 
encompass constitutional, environmental, and related questions of justice between 
generations. 
A light lunch will be provided.  
RSVP to Fiona Martin on f.martin@unsw.edu.au for catering purposes. 
 
ALTA (Australasian Law Teachers Associaton) Conference, University of South 
Australia from 5-8 July 2017, on the theme of “Law on the Line”. The Call for Papers is 
now open, and registration will be available from Monday 16th January. I would 
encourage all members of the Revenue Law Interest Group to attend – the Group has been 
very active in recent years, and will hopefully continue to grow. 
If you have any queries, please contact me by email or phone (0409.778.318). 
Robin Woellner <robin.woellner@jcu.edu.au> 
Convenor, ALTA Revenue Law Interest Group 
 
The Tax Institute’s website www.taxinstitute.com.au lists many conferences, 
conventions, seminars, and breakfast clubs. For further enquiries, contact Phillipa 
Cardigan (02) 8223 0045 or email phillipacardigan@taxinstitute.com.au or register online 
at www.taxinstitute.com.au  
Call the National Events team on 1300 733 842 for more details. 

mailto:jctpjournal@gmail.com
mailto:eva.huang@sydney.edu.au
mailto:david.white@vuw.ac.nz
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Please contact the National Events Team on 1300 733 842 or by email, 
nationalevents@taxinstitute.com.au Follow us on Twitter @TaxInstituteOz.  
Danielle Thurston, Event and Member Services Executive The Tax Institute Phone: 02 
8223 0000; Direct: 02 8223 0014 Fax: 02 8223 0077 
daniellethurston@taxinstitute.com.au 
 
Overseas 
 
American Accounting Association Calls for paper 
website http://aaahq.org/calls/default.cfm  
 
Canadian Tax Foundation http://www.ctf.ca/ctfweb/en 
 
Institute for Fiscal Studies Conferences and 
seminars http://www1.ifs.org.uk/conferences/index.shtml  
 
Institute for Austrian and International Tax Law 2016/2017 events: 
The topics of the seminar sessions and other events can always be found at 
www.wu.ac.at/taxlaw. Please see the website for most up-to-date information on them. 
• The Practice of Double Tax Treaties in Case Studies - 16.-21. January 2017  
• Doctorate Seminar on European Tax Law - February 17-20, 2017  
• Global Transfer Pricing Conference “Transfer Pricing Developments around the World” 
- February 22-24, 2017  
• International Conference on Taxpayer Rights: March 13-14 2017  
• Tax Treaty Case Law Around the Globe conference 27-29 April 2017  
• CEE Vienna International Tax Law Summer School 2017 - July 10 – 14, 2017 
 
International Bureau of Fiscal Documentation. Various courses in Amsterdam, the 
Netherlands or in Malaysia or elsewhere. For details, see http://www.ibfd.org The IBFD 
International Tax Academy (ITA) runs an extensive international course program. 
Generally all courses are held in Amsterdam. Should you require any further information 
or wish to register please refer to their web site www.ibfd.org or contact the International 
Tax Academy at +31-20-554 0160 or by e-mail ita@ibfd.org  
For courses go to http://www.ibfd.org/Training 
IBFD International Tax Courses - A selection of related courses in 2017 
International Tax Aspects of Brexit 9-10 March 2017 
International Taxation of Expatriates 3-5 April 2017, Kuala Lumpur 
Offshore Entities – Past, Present and Future 15-17 March 2017, Johannesburg 
International Tax Structuring for Real Estate and Immovable Property Investments 
7-9 June 2017 
Management of Tax Rulings, APAs and Mutual Agreement Procedures 21-23 June 2017 
Substance in International Tax Planning 11-13 September 2017, Singapore 
For entire course portfolio, see <http://www.ibfd.org/Training/Find-
course?utm_source=course-promo-
april&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ITA0520-04-2015&utm_content=Course-
finder> 
See also http://www.ibfd.org/Training/Find-course 
 
International Fiscal Association Congresses http://www.ifa.nl/pages/default.aspx 
2017 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 27 August – 1 September <www.ifa2017rio.com.br> 
Subject 1: Assessing BEPS: Origins, Standards, and Responses 
Subject 2: The future of transfer pricing 
2018 Seoul, Korea, Rep of, 2 September – 6 September < www.ifaseoul2018.com> 
Subject 1: Seeking anti-avoidance measures of general nature and scope -GAAR and 
other rules: Do we need them, and what should they be like? 
Subject 2: Withholding tax+ 
2019 London, United Kingdom, 8 September- 13 September 
 
International Atlantic Economic Society (IAES) conference www.iaes.org for more 
information. Prof Dr M. Peter van der Hoek Academy of Economic Studies, Bucharest, 

http://aaahq.org/calls/default.cfm
http://www1.ifs.org.uk/conferences/index.shtml
http://www.ibfd.org/
http://www.ibfd.org/
mailto:ita@ibfd.org
http://www.iaes.org/
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Romania and Erasmus University, Rotterdam, Netherlands. Mailing address: Erasmus 
University (L 7-20) P.O. Box 1738 NL-3000 DR Rotterdam Netherlands Phone/Fax: +31-
10-4081622 E-mail: vanderHoek@frg.eur.nl  
 
International Tax Planning Association Forthcoming 
meetings http://www.itpa.org/meetings.html 
 
The African Tax Symposium is coming to Ghana. 10-12 May 2017, Accra, Ghana 
Our 3rd annual IBFD Africa Tax Symposium, Trends in International Taxation: An 
African Perspective, will focus on Africa and the post-BEPS landscape. As always, the 
Symposium will present a sharp and insightful perspective on current issues in African 
taxation. 
 
Tax Research Network Conference, 4-6 September 2017, Bournemouth University, 
United Kingdom. The primary contact would be Dr Phyllis Alexander, of the organising 
team at Bournemouth University (palexander@bournemouth.ac.uk) - and people could 
also get in touch with TRN President (Jane.Frecknall-Hughes@nottingham.ac.uk) 
 
Other useful tax and law related conference websites include the  
International Bar Association: 
http://www.ibanet.org/Conferences/conferences_home.aspx  
IBFD Course calendar 
http://www.ibfd.org/portal/app?bookmarkablePage=org.ibfd.portal.presentation.TaxCours
es  
International Events and Law Conferences 
http://internationaleventsandlawconferences.yolasite.com 
Conferences in Australia http://www.conferencealerts.com/country-
listing.php?page=1&ipp=All&country=Australia 
New South Wales Bar 
Association http://www.nswbar.asn.au/docs/professional/prof_dev/CPD/programme/inde
x.php  
Law Council of 
Australia http://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/lawcouncil/index.php/conferences 
Practising Law Institute http://www.pli.edu/ 
New York County Lawyers Association http://www.nycla.org  
American Bar Association Taxation CLE topics 
http://www.americanbar.org/cle/cle_courses_by_topic/taxation.html  
New York Bar Association http://www.nysba.org/  
Hieros Gamos Worldwide Law Events Calendar http://www.hg.org/legal-events.asp 
For Australian ones http://www.hg.org/legal-events-australia.asp 
For social sciences and humanities conferences, meetings etc, see Mind: The Meetings 
Index http://www.interdok.com/mind  
See also the magazine Australian Conference & Exhibition Diary, Vamosi Information 
Publication.  
  
 
12 Recent publications 
 
Bold indicates ATTA members. Readers are encouraged to notify the Editor of recently 
written publications for notification, in these pages. Please note some of the overseas 
publications listed may not yet be available locally.  
 
Local 
 
Austaxpolicy: The Tax and Transfer Policy Blog <http://www.austaxpolicy.com> Recent 
postings include: 
The ‘Netflix Tax’: What Can We Learn from the EU-MOSS Scheme? 9 January 2017 -  
Teck Chi Wong 
2016 Budget Superannuation Reforms, 19 December 2016 - Emily Millane 
 

mailto:vanderHoek@frg.eur.nl
http://www.itpa.org/meetings.html
http://www.ibanet.org/Conferences/conferences_home.aspx
http://www.nswbar.asn.au/docs/professional/prof_dev/CPD/programme/index.php
http://www.nswbar.asn.au/docs/professional/prof_dev/CPD/programme/index.php
http://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/lawcouncil/index.php/conferences
http://www.pli.edu/
http://www.nycla.org/
http://www.nysba.org/
http://www.interdok.com/mind
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Australia's adoption of the OECD Multilateral Instrument 
On 26 November 2016, the Minister for Revenue and Financial Services, the Hon Kelly 
O'Dwyer MP, foreshadowed the release of a discussion paper by Treasury on the 
Multilateral Convention to Implement Tax Treaty Related Measures to Prevent Base 
Erosion and Profit Shifting (the Multilateral Instrument). See 
<http://www.treasury.gov.au/ConsultationsandReviews/Consultations/2016/Australias-
adoption-of-the-OECD-Multilateral-Instrument> 
Closing date for submissions: Monday, 6 February 2017 
 
Special Tax Administration Edition of the eJournal of Tax Research, Volume 14 Issue 2 
of the eJTR is available <https://www.business.unsw.edu.au/research/research-
journals/atax-journal/current-issue> This Special Edition of the eJTR features selected 
papers presented at the 12th International Conference on Tax Administration held on 31 
March and 1 April 2016 in Sydney. The theme of the 2016 conference was ‘Global trends 
and developments in service delivery’ 
Editorial - Grant Wardell-Johnson and Robin Woellner  
Beyond polemics: Poverty, taxes, and noncompliance - Michelle Lyon Drumbl  
Taxpayer rights in Australia twenty years after the introduction of the Taxpayers' Charter 
- Duncan Bentley  
Tax disputes, litigation costs and access to tax justice - Binh Tran-Nam and Michael 
Walpole  
International experiences of tax simplification and distinguishing between necessary and 
unnecessary complexity - Tamer Budak, Simon James and Adrian Sawyer  
What's BEPS got to do with it? Exploring the effectiveness of thin capitalisation rules -  
Ann Kayis-Kumar  
Do perceptions of corruption influence personal income taxpayer reporting behaviour? 
Evidence from Indonesia - Arifin Rosid, Chris Evans and Binh Tran-Nam  
The applicability of the OTS Complexity Index to comparative analysis between 
countries: Australia, New Zealand, Turkey, and the UK - Tamer Budak and Simon James  
The relationship between principles and policy in tax administration: Lessons from the 
United Kingdom capital gains tax regime with particular reference to a proposal for a 
capital gains tax for New Zealand - Simon James and Andrew Maples  
To shame or not to shame: That is the question - Kalmen Datt  
The use of CAATTs in tax audits - lessons from some international practices - Agung 
Darono and Danny Ardianto 
 
Grudnoff, Matt Taxing times: the impact of the GFC on tax revenue in Australia, Report  
Manuka, ACT, The Australia Institute, 19 December 2016  
<http://www.tai.org.au/sites/defualt/files/Taxing%20time%20-
%20TAI%20December%202016.pdf> 
 
Hodgson, Helen ‘How changes noted in the 1992-93 cabinet papers affect our super 
today’ The Conversation 1 January 2017 <https://theconversation.com/how-changes-
noted-in-the-1992-93-cabinet-papers-affect-our-super-today-70140> 
 
Hodgson, Helen ‘Why Centrelink should adopt a light touch when data matching’ The 
Conversation 10 January 2017 <https://theconversation.com/why-centrelink-should-
adopt-a-light-touch-when-data-matching-70989>; ABC News 10 January 2017  
<http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-01-10/why-centrelink-should-adopt-a-light-touch-
when-data-matching/8172070> ‘There are lessons to learn from the Centrelink data-
matching fiasco’ The Guardian Australia 10 January 2017  
<https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/jan/10/there-are-lessons-to-learn-
from-the-centrelink-data-matching-fiasco> 
 
Menezes, Flavio ‘Book Review: Trillion Dollar Baby’ The Conversation 11 January 2017 
<https://theconversation.com/book-review-trillion-dollar-baby-67141>  
 
Millane, Emily ‘We’re stuck in a muddle over what the pension should be’ Sydney 
Morning Herald 3 January 2017 pp 16-17 and online as ‘The pension is a victim of the 

https://theconversation.com/why-centrelink-should-adopt-a-light-touch-when-data-matching-70989
https://theconversation.com/why-centrelink-should-adopt-a-light-touch-when-data-matching-70989
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great Australian muddle’ <http://www.smh.com.au/comment/pension-changes-are-an-
example-of-the-australian-muddle-20170102-gtkn8q.html> 
 
Murray, Ian & Wright, Stephen ‘The taxation of native title payments for indigenous 
groups and resource proponents: convergence, divergence and reform’ (2015) 39 
University of Western Australia Law Review 99-149 
 
Murray, Ian ‘The Minerals Resource Rent Tax is dead, long live resource rent taxes?’ 
(2015) 40 University of Western Australia Law Review 111-137 
 
Vaughan-Williams, John ‘The future of charity regulation in Australia: complexities of 
change’ (2016) 37 Adelaide Law Review 219-246 
 
Overseas 
 
Derivatives & Financial Instruments Number 5 - 2016  
Mexico - The Mexican Financial Market and Tax Issues - Javier Diaz de Leon Galarza  
Colombia - Tax Treatment of Financial Market Transactions - José M Castro-Arango, 
Ruth Yamile Salcedo-Younes and Luis E Tellez-Peñarete  
Brazil - Tax Aspects of Financial Market Transactions - Caio Augusto Takano and 
Michell Przepiorka  
Chile - Tax Treatment of Financial Market Transactions - Felipe Yáñez and Tomás 
Alvarez  
Panama - Developments in the Panama Financial Market - Isabel Chiri Gutierrez  
Peru - The Peruvian Financial Market and Related Tax Issues - Camilo Maruy  
Argentina - Corporate Income and Valued Added Tax Treatment of Financial Instruments 
- Daniel Rybnik  
 
European Taxation Number 1 - 2017  
European Union - The Impact of ATAD on Domestic Systems: A Comparative Survey -  
Daniel Gutmann, Andreas Perdelwitz, Emmanuel Raingeard de la Blétière, René 
Offemanns, Marnix Schellekens, Giulia Gallo, Adrián Grant Hap and Magdalena 
Olejnicka 
Italy - Profits and Losses of Foreign Permanent Establishments: The Optional Branch 
Exemption Regime - Pietro Mastellone  
Commission - Laura Pakarinen; Council - Laura Pakarinen; Court of Justice - Laura 
Pakarinen  
CFE news: Opinion Statement ECJ-TF 2/2016 on the Decision of the Court of Justice of 
the European Union of 13 July 2016 in Brisal and KBC Finance Ireland (Case C-18/15), 
on the Admissibility of Gross Withholding Taxation of Interest 
CFE ECJ Task Force  
What's going on in ...  
European Union/Netherlands - Real Estate Funds: VAT Exemption for Fund 
Management Services - Raphaël Glohr and Michel Lambion 
France - 3% Corporate Income Tax Surcharge on Distributed Income: The Beginning of 
the End? Aurélien Mallaret  
Germany - Implementation of BEPS Initiative and EU Directive in Germany - Marisa 
Baltromejus  
 
Ferreira, Rui M. Zeferino & Veiga, Fábio ‘The revolution of the tax system based on flat 
tax’ (2016) 2 (4) Athens Journal of Law 253-267 
<http://www.athensjournals.gr/law/2016-2-4-4-Ferreira.pdf> 
 
International Transfer Pricing Journal Number 6 - 2016  
International - European Commission Decision on Fiat: State Aid Case Explained - Marc 
Rasch and Pawel Wroblewski  
International - The Artificial Avoidance of Permanent Establishment Status: A Reaction 
to the BEPS Action 7 Final Report - Arthur Pleijsier  
International - The OECD Master File: Past and Future - Roderick Veldhuizen and  
Lazaros Teneketzis  
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International - Company Life Cycles in Database Analyses: An Approach for the Future?  
Volker Trautmann  
International - Post-BEPS Application of the Arm’s Length Principle to Intangibles 
Structures - Marta Pankiv  
International - Interplay between Ratio Analysis Techniques and Transfer Pricing -  
Sunny Kishore Bilaney  
International - Transactions with Hard-to-Value Intangibles: Is BEPS Action 8 Based on 
the Arm’s Length Principle? Oleh Fedusiv  
International - Capacity Building and Resources for Tax Administrations in Latin 
America - Mariela Méndez Prado and Klelia Guerrero García 
Comparative survey - Implementation of Transfer Pricing Rules in Light of the BEPS 
Project in Latin and Central America  
- Central America  
Current State of Transfer Pricing Rules in Central America and Dominican Republic -  
Sophia Castro  
- International/Latin America - Transfer Pricing Audits in Latin America - M Teresa 
Quiñones  
Mexico - Update of Transfer Pricing Regime in Light of BEPS Actions 8-10 and 13 - M 
Teresa Quiñones  
Recent developments  
Germany - Licensing of Trademarks and the Use of Group Names: Recent Developments 
- Cornelia Andree, Sven-Eric Bärsch and Sven Kluge  
Greece - New Law Amends Transfer Pricing Documentation Rules and APA Procedure -  
Katerina Perrou  
India - Marketing Intangibles: An Indian Perspective - Sunny Kishore Bilaney  
Ireland - New Formal APA Programme - Joe Duffy and Tomás Bailey  
Netherlands - Evaluation of the Innovation Box - Danny Oosterhoff and Bram de Nies  
Nigeria - Effect of the OECD BEPS Initiative on Nigerian Transfer Pricing Regulations  
- Abdulateef Olatunji Abdulrazaq  
 
James, Simon, Sawyer, Adrian, Budak, Tamer (eds) The complexity of tax 
simplification: experiences from around the world, London, Palgrave Macmillan UK, 
2016 
The Complexity of Tax Simplification: Experiences From Around the World - Budak, 
Tamer, James, Simon & Sawyer, Adrian  
Tax Reform and Tax Simplification: Conceptual and Measurement Issues and Australian 
Experiences - Tran-Nam, Binh 
Simplicity in the Chinese Context: The Categories of Differential Income Tax Treatment 
and Their Complications - Sharkey, Nolan Cormac 
Tax Simplification in Canada: A Journey Not Yet Mapped - Vaillancourt, François & 
Bird, Richard 
Tax Simplification: The Case of Malaysia - Singh, Veerinderjeet 
Complexity of Tax Simplification: A New Zealand Perspective - Sawyer, Adrian 
The Complexity of Tax Simplification: Russia - Pogorletskiy, Alexander I, Kilinkarova, 
Elena V & Bashkirova, Nadezhda N  
The Complexity of Tax Simplification: Experiences from South Africa - Steyn, Theuns & 
Stiglingh, Madeleine 
The Complexity of Tax Simplification: Experiences from Thailand - Svetalekth, 
Thamrongsak 
The Complexity of Tax Simplification: Turkey Perspective - Budak, Tamer & Benk, 
Serkan 
The Complexity of Tax Simplification: The UK Experience - James, Simon 
Complexity of Tax Simplification: USA Perspective - Burton, Hughlene A & Karlinsky, 
Stewart 
 
Moretto, Nicole et al ‘Yes, the government should tax soft drinks: findings from a 
citizens’ jury in Australia’ (2014) 11 (3) International Journal of Environmental 
Research and Public Health 2456-2471 <http://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/11/3/2456> 
 
 



15 
 

 
13 Quotable quotes 
 
“Taxing minnows 
 
So, it takes Scott Morrison a year to announce an inquiry after Fairfax Media revealed the 
dodgy tax scheme enabling fossil fuel multinationals to claim billions in benefits with 
essentially no oversight ("Inquiry to look at missing tax billions", December 1). My 
teenager daughter earned $2000 in one year, at K Mart, and we presumed this was well 
below the tax-free threshold so didn't even bother with a return. The ATO caught up with 
her, though, and soon after a letter arrived from a private debt collector demanding $700. 
Is there any politician, or public servant, with an understanding of ethics, who can explain 
why this situation is right? 
 
Marie Healy Hurlstone Park” 
 
Source: Letters to the editor, Sydney Morning Herald 2 December 2016  
<http://www.smh.com.au/comment/smh-letters/light-rail-debacle-just-gets-worse-and-
worse-20161201-gt1lpv.html> 
 

************* 
 
“Matt Canavan attacked the ABC for what he described as one-sided coverage of Adani’s 
plans to build Australia’s biggest coalmine and accused the national broadcaster of having 
a massive blindspot when it came to the project. 
 
The Liberal National party senator from Queensland also said the Adani Carmichael 
coalmine would improve the environment in central Queensland by setting aside land for 
birdlife and returning water to the Great Artesian basin. 
 
The ABC has run a series of reports around the complex Adani network, including reports 
of allegations against the ultimate parent company, Adani Enterprises Limited. 
 
Matthew Canavan says there is 'uncertainty' around impact of climate change  
 
From the outset of the interview with Kim Landers on the ABC radio program AM, 
Canavan attacked the broadcaster’s coverage on Adani in the past week. 
 
“So many of your reports have been nothing but fake news,” he said.  
 
Canavan said the ABC had given no voice to the people of north Queensland in its reports 
over the mine in the Galilee basin and ABC audiences would not know that the biggest 
issue in region was a lack of jobs. 
 
Asked if he was aware of the investigation by the Indian finance ministry into Adani, 
Canavan said he had asked the department for advice about it.  
 
“As your story indicated, there are no findings at this stage on this investigation,” the 
minister said. “It’s not unusual, of course, for tax authorities and others to investigate 
large companies, as has happened in this country with many companies and have 
involved large settlements with the Australian Taxation Office.” 
 
Source: Chan, Gabrielle ‘Federal resources minister accuses ABC of 'fake news' over 
Adani coalmine’, The Guardian Australia 22 December 2016  
<https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/dec/22/federal-resources-minister-
accuses-abc-of-fake-news-over-adani-coalmine> 

 
************* 

 



16 
 

“The British Virgin Islands has hit law firm Mossack Fonseca with the biggest fine in the 
territory’s history following an investigation into Panama Papers revelations. 
 
The Financial Services Commission (FSC) imposed the $440,000 administrative penalty 
against Mossack Fonseca’s BVI operation on Friday, citing eight breaches of BVI’s Anti-
Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing codes and its Regulatory Code including 
failures in risk assessment, due diligence and identification procedures at the law firm. 
 
The Panama Papers investigation, based on a trove of 11.5 million leaked files from 
inside Mossack Fonseca, exposed the inner workings of a secretive financial system used 
by world leaders, wealthy individuals, drug lords, fraudsters and more. More than half of 
the offshore companies in the leaked files were incorporated in the BVI.” 
 
Source: Boland-Rudder, Hamish ‘BVI hits Mossack Fonseca with largest fine ever’,  
The International Consortium of Investigative Journalists website, 16 November 2016 
<https://www.icij.org/blog/2016/11/bvi-hits-mossack-fonseca-largest-fine-ever> 
 

************* 
 
“Want a free case of craft beer? If you send  ¥30,000 ($350) or more of your taxes to the 
town of Yamanouchi in Nagano prefecture, they’ll send you 24 bottles of a locally 
brewed beer to say thanks. 
Want beef? Redirect  ¥50,000 of your local area taxes to Miyakonojo in Miyazaki, and 
you’ll get 3 kilograms of high-grade beef in return.  
This Furusato Nozei (Hometown Tax) system began in 2008 as a way for people to 
channel part of their taxes to help rural areas struggling with falling populations and 
shrinking revenues. But it’s popularity isn’t driven by altruism or nostalgia for the 
countryside. Belying the program’s name, money can be sent anywhere, and much of it is 
going to places that offer local produce as gifts in return.” 
 
Source: Nohara, Yoshiaki ‘Japanese towns lure taxes with gifts’, Australian Financial 
Review 11 January 2016 p 11 
 
 

************* 
 
“And doing without cash is about to get even easier in 2017. Thanks to a good amount of 
prodding by the Reserve Bank, something called the New Payments Platform (NPP) is 
due to be introduced in the second half of next year. The NPP will mean that money can 
be transferred to another person, or business, without BSBs and account numbers, and 
long processing delays. Armed with a mobile phone number or email address, any amount 
of money – from a handful of dollars to several million – can be transferred securely and 
instantaneously, 24/7. 
… The tax revenue loss due to the cash economy is large. In 2012 the Australia Institute 
estimated that loss to be at least $3.3 billion dollars. Alternatively, just consider the $70 
billion in banknotes outstanding at any given time, how many times this turns over a year, 
and assume that, say, 10 per cent of those transactions are evading GST and other taxes. 
That quickly gets you north of $5 billion in extra revenue. 
 
It's clearly hard to say exactly how much revenue would be raised from eliminating the 
cash economy. But, as they say, a few billion dollars here, a few billion there, and pretty 
soon you're talking about real money.” 
 
Source: Holden, Richard ‘Time to cash out of paper money’ Australian Financial Review 
3 January 2017 p 38 or online as ‘Why a cashless society is coming’ 
<http://www.afr.com/news/economy/why-a-cashless-society-is-coming-20170103-
gtl3s1> 

 
************* 
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"That's how they get ya. Anything you wanna do in life, you gotta fill out a form. They've 
got forms for everything. You fill it out, it goes upstairs, and then they make you fill out a 
new form, just to confirm that it was you who filled out the first form. And if ever you 
wanna stop filling out forms, well, there's about 5 different forms for that." 
 
Source: Psycho Sam as in Hunt for the Wilderpeople, New Zealand movie, 2016 starring  
Julian Dennison as Ricky Baker 
Sam Neill as Uncle Hec 
Rima Te Wiata as Aunt Bella 
Rachel House as Paula 
Oscar Kightley as Andy 
Rhys Darby as Psycho Sam 
 

 
 
Source: https://onthescreenreviews.com/2016/08/26/hunt-for-the-wilderpeople 
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