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1 Presidential column 
 
One of the great things about ATTA is the monthly newsletter, as it allows us to all stay 
in contact even though we are disbursed far and wide. My sincere gratitude to Colin Fong 
for his tireless work in this regard. 
 
I don’t’ think we can understand estimate the importance of the networks and collegiality 
that ATTA facilitates. I think it is only with such support and collaboration that each of us 
can excel in our tax research and teaching. It is great that nearly 100 of you have joined 
the ATTA LinkedIn Group. This forum provides an opportunity for all of us to share 
information and opportunities. If you haven’t done so already please join (see details 
below). 
 
Congratulations to Eva Huang on the completion of her PhD. 
 
Please don’t forget to send me your ideas about how we can best use some of our carry 
forward funds ($10,000) to improve ATTA (see below). Also, I encourage you all to 
consider submitting an article for the upcoming Journal of the Australasian Tax Teachers 
Association (see below).  
 
I am excited to hear that planning is underway for ATTA’s big birthday celebrations for 
its 30th Annual Conference next year at Monash University from the 17th to the 19th of 
January 2018 - be sure to mark the dates in your diaries. 
 
All the best 
 
Brett Freudenberg 
 
 
2 ATTA LinkedIn Group 
 
LinkedIn is a social media platform for professionals – essentially like Facebook but for 
professionals. LinkedIn can be a great way to stay connected with past alumni and others 
professionals in your industry. You can use LinkedIn to share your successes in tax 
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research and teaching, as well as to reach out for assistance with projects or ideas. If you 
have not done so already you should consider establishing a LinkedIn profile (the basic 
platform is free). See: www.linkedin.com 
 
You should have received an invite to join the ATTA LinkedIn Group. If you haven’t 
done so, please email me at: b.freudenberg@griffith.edu.au. Joining the ATTA LinkedIn 
Group will allow members to hear about opportunities that arise (such as jobs, grants, 
conferences), as well as to share information about current innovations in tax research and 
tax teaching. For example, many times during the year we hear of job opportunities but 
they are too late to be included in the ATTA monthly newsletter. This LinkedIn Group 
will allow for these opportunities to be communicated to the group. I hope you all take up 
this opportunity to join. 
 
Brett Freudenberg 
 
 
3 Ideas for strategic spending 
 
As discussed at the AGM, currently ATTA has a carry forward of funds. While a large 
proportion of these funds will be held to cover any potential losses of future ATTA 
Conferences, there is about $10,000 available for strategic investment.  
 
The ATTA Executive is asking ATTA members for ideas about how this $10,000 can be 
best invested in line with ATTA’s objectives of advancing tax research and teaching in 
Australasia. Please forward your ideas to Brett Freudenberg via email 
(b.freudenberg@griffith.edu.au) by 31 March 2017. 
 
Brett Freudenberg 
 
 
4 2018 ATTA Conference 
 
The 2018 ATTA conference will be hosted by Monash University (Melbourne) from 17th 
January to 19 January 2018. 
 
The theme of the 2018 ATTA Conference is "Sharing the Burden- Tax Reform's Shifting 
Winners and Losers" 
 
The call for abstracts and registrations will be occurring later in 2017. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
• Ken Devos on: ken.devos@monash.edu    
• Diane Kraal  diane.kraal@monash.edu or  
• Jon Teoh   jon.teoh@monash.edu 
 
 
 
5 Call for Papers: 2017 edition of JATTA 

The closing date for submissions to the next edition of the Journal of the Australasian 
Tax Teachers’ Association (JATTA) is Monday 10 April 2017. 

All papers on taxation will be considered for publication. In particular, JATTA welcomes 
submissions from authors of the 2017 ATTA conference papers and other papers on the 
theme of this year’s ATTA conference –Tax and Society. 

Submissions should be presented in double spaced 12 point Times Roman font and should 
conform with the Australian Guide to Legal Citation (AGLC), produced by the 
Melbourne University Law Review: see 
https://law.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/1586203/FinalOnlinePDF-
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2012Reprint.pdf.  
 
Also, submissions should include on separate pages the following: 

• an abstract of approximately 100 words; 
• a list of references at the end of the article (this will raise the profile of the journal, and also 

the level of citations and impact of individual journal articles); and 
• a short bio of the author/authors. 

    
All submissions to JATTA are subject to double blind peer review by appropriate 
specialists in the field. JATTA satisfies the description of a refereed journal and is 
included in the ERA 2015 Submitted Journal List.   

Please submit your papers by email to Lisa Marriott at lisa.marriott@vuw.ac.nz and 
Jonathan Barrett at jonathan.barrett@vuw.ac.nz no later than Monday 10 April 2017.    
 
 
6 Arrivals, departures and honours 
 
 
Dr Thea Voogt joined the TC Beirne School of Law at the University of Queensland 
(UQ) in 2015 and lectures Income Tax Law at an undergraduate level. Thea joined UQ 
after 20 years as a Professor in Accounting at the University of Johannesburg where she 
lectured tax law and in later years, was appointed as the Principal Officer of this 
university’s superannuation funds. She is a chartered accountant. Thea’s research interests 
are in small business taxation and on the Corporations Law side, the duties of non-
executive directors, technology risk and care and diligence. 

 
********** 

 
I am pleased to announce the appointment of Professor Robert (Bob) Deutsch, CTA, as 
the Institute’s new Senior Tax Counsel, commencing Wednesday, 1 March 2017. 
The Senior Tax Counsel position is responsible for leading The Tax Institute’s tax policy 
and advocacy activities, which positions the Institute as a leading authority with 
Government, the Australian Taxation Office, Treasury and other relevant bodies, as well 
as the media and Institute members. The responsibilities of the role also include providing 
tax technical leadership and guidance to the development and delivery of the Institute’s 
education program. 
Professor Deutsch brings to the Senior Tax Counsel position an exceptionally strong tax 
technical knowledge and a broad expertise in stakeholder management, media and 
strategic thinking. 
He is currently a Deputy President of the Administrative Appeals Tribunal (AAT), and 
for over 20 years he was a Professor in Taxation Law with the University of New South 
Wales. While he specialises in taxation matters, with a special emphasis on international 
tax, his time with the AAT has required extensive involvement in corporate law, social 
security and immigration matters. 
In addition, Professor Deutsch has experience as a solicitor with a major national law 
firm, as an independent barrister, and as a director with a major accounting firm. 
He has written widely in his fields of specialisation as well as in the area of financial 
statements, and is an ongoing contributor to the highly successful Thomson Reuters 
Australian Tax Handbook. He is also a regular conference presenter for a number of 
organisations, including The Tax Institute and the University of New South Wales. 
His deep expertise in both tax practice and tax education, developed over many years at 
the highest levels, gives him a unique perspective that will enable him to represent The 
Tax Institute with authority and integrity, for the ultimate benefit of members. 
I extend my very warm welcome and look forward to his contribution. 
Kind regards 
Noel Rowland 
Chief Executive Office 
27 February 2017 

********** 
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Congratulations to Eva Huang on the completion of her PhD thesis with her topic of 
Fiscal considerations for sustainable public funding of urban old-age pensions in the 
People’s Republic of China, from the University of Sydney Business School.  Her 
supervisor was Prof Tyrone Carlin. 
 

********** 
 
 
7 Call for papers 
 
The 8th Queensland Tax Researchers’ Symposium (QTRS)  
 
The Accounting for Social Change research group at the QUT Business School will host 
the 8th Queensland Tax Researchers Symposium on Monday, 3 July 2017.  This event 
brings together tax academics and research higher degree students to discuss and present 
their current research interests.  This is a joint initiative between academics from various 
universities sponsoring the event.   
 
The event will be held from 8.30 am to 5 pm at the QUT Gardens Point Campus.  
Registration is open to academics with a research interest in tax, as well as research 
higher degree students who are currently undertaking an honours, Masters or PhD 
dissertation in a tax related topic.  While registration is free, numbers are limited to 30 
participants and those wishing to attend should register their interest as soon as possible 
to avoid disappointment (at least by Friday 3 May 2017). Advice as to accommodation 
options will be provided on registration if requested. 
 
Those interested in presenting a paper (including research higher degree students) are 
encouraged to submit a short abstract of their work by 18 April 2017 (500 
words).  Authors will be notified of their acceptance by 28 April.  Note it is possible for 
tax academics to attend without presenting. 
 
General enquiries about both the QTRS (including paper submissions and registration) 
should be directed to: 
Professor Kerrie Sadiq 
Email: Kerrie.sadiq@qut.edu.au  
 

*********** 
Journal of Australian Taxation 
 
The Journal of Australian Taxation is a peer reviewed scholarly journal publishing 
articles on all issues relating to taxation. 
 
Under new editors John McLaren (Charles Darwin University) and John Passant 
(Australian National University) the Journal will continue its broad scope. It will embrace 
discussions on any aspect of taxation from any jurisdiction. The new editors would like to 
acknowledge the former editorship of Keith Kendall and thank him for his excellent 
service to the Journal. 
 
The 2016 edition will be published by the end of February 2017. From 2017 the Journal 
will be open source and available online. 
 
The editors are now calling for submissions. There is no deadline. Submissions will be 
received at any time during the year and once refereed and accepted the relevant article 
will be published online as part of the volume for that year. Any methodology is 
acceptable, including but not limited to legal, economic, accounting, critical, empirical 
and comparative approaches. 
 
Articles between 8,000 and 12,000 words are preferred and it is unlikely that submissions 
of less than 5,000 words would be accepted. They must be written in accordance with the 
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latest edition of the Australian Guide to Legal Citation (a new edition will be available 
sometime in 2017). 
 
For more information or to make a submission contact John McLaren 
at john.mclaren@cdu.edu.au or John Passant at john.passant@anu.edu.au 
There are no fees or charges associated with submitting to or publishing in this journal. 
This is now an open access journal which means that all content is freely available 
without charge to the user or there institution. Users are allowed to read, download, copy, 
distribute, print, search, or link to the full texts of the articles, or use them for any other 
lawful purpose without asking prior permission from the publisher or the author. 
The journal is also available in a printed format if the author requires a printed copy for 
accreditation purposes. www.jaustax.com 
 

*********** 
 
The Australian Tax Law Bulletin (ATLB) is seeking contributions on current tax issues in 
practice in order to benefit legal and tax professionals, as well as tax administrators. It 
provides opinions and arguments on recent tax legislation (state and Commonwealth), tax 
administration, judicial issues and policy. The ATLB is classified “C” on the Australian 
Business Deans Council Journal Quality List. 
The ATLB publishes 10 editions a year, and is particularly interested in analysis of 
topical issues including new legislation, cases, rulings and other developments of interest 
to tax practitioners of all levels. Contributions to the ATLB should be between 1500 and 
3500 words.  
Contributions should be sent to Helen Hodgson at helen.hodgson@curtin.edu.au. 
 

*********** 
 

18th annual Global Environmental Tax Conference, which is being hosted by the 
James E Rogers Law School, University of Arizona, from September 28-29.  See the Call 
for Papers, via <https://law.arizona.edu/gcet18-call-papersabstracts> 
Deadline for abstracts:1 May 2017 at 11:59pm 
 

*********** 
 

International Tax Law Review 
 
Ken Devos (Monash University) has joined the International Tax Law Review as their 
scientific correspondent for Australia.  Ken is seeking any interested ATTA members 
who may be interested in publishing work on international comparative tax law. Please 
contact Ken <ken.devos@monash.edu> 
 

*********** 
 

Austaxpolicy.com Blog hosted and edited by the Tax and Transfer Policy Institute.  
 
Please follow us on Twitter @Austaxpolicy or sign up to our fortnightly email newsletter.  
Our goal is to promote your research and contribute to informing public debate on tax law 
and policy: Please go to www.austaxpolicy.com to read articles and briefs, comment or 
send us a contribution! We are keen to build your contributions to the Blog and our wider 
audience so please consider publishing with us, based on your substantive research, 
recently published or in progress. If you like what you read, please distribute it among 
your networks and also circulate the Blog and this call for contributions to others who 
may be interested.  

****************** 
 
Tax and Transfer Policy Institute publication series: We look forward to your 
contributions! 
 
Working Paper series published by the Tax and Transfer Policy Institute, The ANU. 

mailto:john.mclaren@cdu.edu.au
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We seek well prepared and substantial Working Papers to publish in our series, from all 
disciplines, both on the website and on SSRN (where they will be promoted in tax, public 
policy lists). Please send your contribution to tax.policy@anu.edu.au for review. 
 
Policy Brief series 
 
The TTPI Policy Brief series provides an accessible and rigorous explanation of tax issues 
or concepts for policy-makers, students, academics and interested members of the public. 
Policy Briefs will be published as a numbered report in PDF format and also as Brief on 
the Austaxpolicy.com blog. If you are interested in publishing a Policy Brief, please 
contact us at tax.policy@anu.edu.au , we look forward to hearing from you. 
 

****************** 
 
6th Annual International Conference on Law, Regulations and Public Policy 
LRPP 2017 www.law-conference.org   |   secretariat@law-conference.org 
5th - 6th June 2017, Singapore 
IMPORTANT DATES  
Extended Full Paper Submission Deadline: 31st March 2017 
Early Bird Registration Deadline: 21st April 2017 
Late Registration Deadline: 5th May 2017 
Conference Dates: 5th - 6th June 2017 
- LRPP 2017 Conference Proceedings: Print ISSN: 2251-1679, E-Periodical ISSN: 2251-
1687 will be published and submitted to several indexing partners. 
- Journal: All authors who present their papers at the conference will be invited to submit 
an extended version of their research paper for the GSTF Journal of Law and Social 
Sciences (JLSS) (Print ISSN: 2251-2853, E-periodical: 2251-2861). All submitted papers 
will go through blind review process for acceptance. 
- Best Paper Awards and Best Student Paper Awards will be conferred at the conference 
(in order to qualify for the award, the paper must be presented at the conference). 
- LRPP 2017 will also constitute a Special Panel Session. 
- Panel Proposals are invited for submission. A minimum of three papers centering on a 
specific topic will be accepted for submission under Panel Category. 
 
 
8 Law Council scholarships  
 
The Law Council is offering three scholarships of $5,000 to early-career lawyers for 
research papers in the field of business law (tax, competition, or corporations law). 
 
The scholarships are aimed at persons at a junior stage of their career (< 4 years) in 
Australia, whether it be as a research student, practising lawyer, academic or member of 
the public service or corporate sector.  
 
To apply lawyers will need to submit an unpublished paper of no more than 10,000 words 
on a topic of relevance to the chosen scholarship field by 31 July 2017. 
 
See: http://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/lawcouncil/about-the-law-council-of-australia?id=21 
 
 
9 New Zealand developments  
 
There are a few changes to report in New Zealand this month.  Perhaps the one that has 
surprised most of us was the announcement this week by our relatively new Prime 
Minister (Bill English) that the age of eligibility for the universal pension (New Zealand 
Superannuation) is to increase to 67.  While many would agree this is well overdue, it has 
not appeased all commentators, as the progressive lifting of the eligibility age will not 
start for another 20 years.   
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Other changes include: 
• Depreciation rollover relief for those impacted by the November 2016 Kaikoura 

earthquake.  This means that businesses will be able to replace assets damaged in 
the quake without incurring a tax impact immediately.  Usually when assets that 
are insured are destroyed, they are deemed to be sold, which results in taxable 
depreciation recovery income.  This rollover relief will allow businesses in the 
upper South Island and Wellington to defer this depreciation recovery income.   

• The release of three BEPS consultation documents: one on the interest limitation 
rules; one on transfer pricing and permanent establishment avoidance; and one 
on New Zealand’s implementation of the Multilateral Convention to align New 
Zealand’s double tax agreements with OECD recommendations.   

 
In addition, from 1 April 2017 a range of changes to business tax are introduced: 

• Changes to scheduler payments 
• A new scheduler payment relating to contractors paid by labour hire businesses 
• New use-of-money interest rules for some provisional taxpayers 
• Removal of the incremental late payment penalty from some new debts, 

including Working for Families Tax Credits debts and income tax debts 
• New information sharing agreements 

Lisa Marriott 
 
 
10 ATTA people in the media  
 
Bentley, Duncan 
King, Simon ‘Salad days over as the taxman cometh’ The Australian 3 March 2017 p 7 
<http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/salad-days-are-over-as-the-taxman-
cometh/news-story/d66a44138058e14f643a3f44d39a2e8b> 
 
Kraal, Diane 
20 February 2017, Appearance on ABC’s 7:30 program, ‘Petroleum Resource Rent Tax 
increase under consideration by Government’, 
http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2017/s4623290.htm 
11 March 2017, Katherine Murphy, ‘Offshore gas project royalty would reap billions for 
government, report says’, “The Guardian”, https://www.theguardian.com/australia-
news/2017/mar/11/offshore-gas-project-royalty-would-reap-billions-for-government-
report-says 
  
Morabito, Vince 
Dunckley, Mathew ‘Call for funding of class actions’ Sydney Morning Herald 28 
February 2017 p 21 <http://www.smh.com.au/business/government-fund-needed-for-
class-actions-20170227-gulyfx.html> 
 
 
11 Recent Australian tax cases 
 
The following cases are from the last month of Australian cases on tax and related 
matters, with the catchwords taken from the ATO <http://www.ato.gov.au>, AustLII 
<http://www.austlii.edu.au>, Federal Court <http://www.fedcourt.gov.au>, Victorian Bar 
Tax Bar Association <https://www.vicbar.com.au/bar-associations/tax/news>, NSW 
CaseLaw <http://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au> websites and BarNet Jade alerts.  
 
High Court of Australia 
 

http://www.ato.gov.au/
https://www.vicbar.com.au/bar-associations/tax/news
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Appeal update: Tech Mahindra [10 Mar 2017]. The taxpayer has been refused special 
leave to appeal against the decision of the Full Federal Court in Tech Mahindra Limited v 
Commissioner of Taxation [2016] FCAFC 130. 
 
Federal Court of Australia 
 
Vasiliades v Commissioner of Taxation (No 2) [2017] FCA 185, Davies, J - 1 Mar 2017   
Practice and procedure – application to give evidence by way of video link – whether an 
order should be made pursuant to s 47A(1) of the Federal Court Act 1976 (Cth) – whether 
issues of credit and reliability are central in the case – balancing of factors in exercising 
discretionary power under s 47A(1) – application in the alternative for an adjournment of 
the trial date.  
 
Robinson v Commissioner of Taxation [2017] FCA 162, Jagot, J - 21 Feb 2017    
Taxation –whether in interests of justice to grant extension of time to appeal Tribunal 
decision – merit of proposed appeal – substantial injustice – application dismissed.  
 
Queensland Supreme Court 
 
Woods v Australian Taxation Office [2017] QCA 28 - Gotterson and Philip Mcmurdo JJA 
and Boddice J, 09 March 2017   
High Court and Federal Court – The Federal Judicature – Exclusive And Invested 
Jurisdiction – Federal Jurisdiction of State Courts – Power to Invest State Courts with 
Federal Jurisdiction – where the applicant contends the District Court of Queensland 
lacks jurisdiction to hear matters of fact and law concerning the interpretation of 
Commonwealth Acts – whether the Commonwealth Constitution permits the 
Commonwealth Parliament to vest federal jurisdiction in the District Court of Queensland 
– whether the interpretation of Commonwealth Acts is a matter within the federal 
jurisdiction the Parliament has vested in the courts of the States pursuant to Judiciary Act 
1903 (Cth) s 39(2) 
Taxes And Duties – Administration Of Federal Tax Legislation – Collection And 
Recovery Of Tax – Generally – where the applicant was indebted to the Deputy 
Commissioner of Taxation for unpaid tax – where the applicant purported to satisfy the 
debt by way of unilateral delivery of two promissory notes – where the applicant contends 
that the Bills of Exchange Act 1909 (Cth) permits the use of promissory notes for the 
discharge of tax liability – where Taxation Administration Regulations 1976 (Cth) reg 18 
provides for the methods by which tax liability may be paid – whether the applicant could 
discharge her tax liability by way of promissory notes 
Contract – General Contractual Principles – Formation Of Contractual Relations – where 
the Australian Taxation Office (ATO) sent two running balance of account notices to the 
applicant – where the applicant marked up the running balance of account notices with 
the words, “acknowledged statement of the transaction giving rise to payment and 
acknowledged offer of contract between the parties disclosed” – where the applicant 
contends the ATO defaulted under the terms and conditions of the alleged contracts – 
where the applicant contends the ATO is liable to pay a penalty for the said defaults – 
whether a legally binding contract or contracts had been formed between the applicant 
and any of the respondents 
 
Colin Fong 
 
 
12 Tax and related meetings 
 
Local 
 
Andrew Coleman, Professor of Economics at Otago University and an ex Senior Fellow 
at Motu, speaking on Housing, the ‘Great Income Tax Experiment’ and the 
intergenerational consequences of the lease, Wednesday, April 12, 2017 - 12:30 to 
14:00, Royal Society of New Zealand, 11 Turnbull Street, Thorndon, Wellington 
<http://motu.nz/resources/public-policy-seminars> 
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The 8th Queensland Tax Researchers’ Symposium (QTRS). The Accounting for 
Social Change research group at the QUT Business School will host the 8th Queensland 
Tax Researchers Symposium on Monday, 3 July 2017.  The event will be held from 8.30 
am to 5 pm at the QUT Gardens Point Campus.  Registration is open to academics with a 
research interest in tax, as well as research higher degree students who are currently 
undertaking an honours, Masters or PhD dissertation in a tax related topic.  While 
registration is free, numbers are limited to 30 participants and those wishing to attend 
should register their interest as soon as possible to avoid disappointment (at least by 
Friday 3 May 2017). Advice as to accommodation options will be provided on 
registration if requested. General enquiries about both the QTRS (including paper 
submissions and registration) should be directed to: 
Professor Kerrie Sadiq <Kerrie.sadiq@qut.edu.au>  
 
ALTA (Australasian Law Teachers Associaton) Conference, University of South 
Australia from 5-8 July 2017, on the theme of “Law on the Line”. The Call for Papers is 
now open, and registration will be available from Monday 16th January. I would 
encourage all members of the Revenue Law Interest Group to attend – the Group has been 
very active in recent years, and will hopefully continue to grow. If you have any queries, 
please contact me by email or phone (0409.778.318). Robin Woellner 
<robin.woellner@jcu.edu.au> Convenor, ALTA Revenue Law Interest Group 
 
 
 
The 2018 ATTA conference will be hosted by Monash University (Melbourne) from 17th 
January to 19 January 2018. 
The theme of the 2018 ATTA Conference is "Sharing the Burden- Tax Reform's Shifting 
Winners and Losers" 
The call for abstracts and registrations will be occurring later in 2017. 
For more information, please contact: 
• Ken Devos ken.devos@monash.edu    
• Diane Kraal diane.kraal@monash.edu or  
• Jon Teoh  jon.teoh@monash.edu 
 
 
 
The Tax Institute’s website www.taxinstitute.com.au lists many conferences, 
conventions, seminars, and breakfast clubs. For further enquiries, contact Phillipa 
Cardigan (02) 8223 0045 or email phillipacardigan@taxinstitute.com.au or register online 
at www.taxinstitute.com.au  
Call the National Events team on 1300 733 842 for more details. 
Please contact the National Events Team on 1300 733 842 or by email, 
nationalevents@taxinstitute.com.au Follow us on Twitter @TaxInstituteOz.  
Danielle Thurston, Event and Member Services Executive The Tax Institute Phone: 02 
8223 0000; Direct: 02 8223 0014 Fax: 02 8223 0077 
daniellethurston@taxinstitute.com.au 
 
Overseas 
 
American Accounting Association Calls for paper 
website http://aaahq.org/calls/default.cfm  
 
Canadian Tax Foundation http://www.ctf.ca/ctfweb/en 
 
Tax Administration Research Centre A partnership between the University of Exeter and the 
Institute for Fiscal Studies, funded by the ESRC, HMRC, and HMT. The 5th Annual TARC 
Workshop, Wednesday 26th & Thursday 27th April 2017. The Tax Administration Research Centre 
(http://tarc.exeter.ac.uk) undertakes research on tax administration in order to strengthen the theoretical 
and empirical understanding of tax policy and its practical operation. The 5th Annual TARC workshop 
will be held at the University of Exeter on April 26 and 27, 2017.  

mailto:Kerrie.sadiq@qut.edu.au
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Institute for Fiscal Studies Conferences and 
seminars http://www1.ifs.org.uk/conferences/index.shtml  
 
Institute for Austrian and International Tax Law 2017 events: 
The topics of the seminar sessions and other events can always be found at 
www.wu.ac.at/taxlaw. Please see the website for most up-to-date information on them. 
• Tax Treaty Case Law Around the Globe conference 27-29 April 2017  
• CEE Vienna International Tax Law Summer School 2017 - July 10 – 14, 2017 
 
18th annual Global Environmental Tax Conference, which is being hosted by the 
James E Rogers Law School, University of Arizona, from 28-29 September 2017  
<https://law.arizona.edu/gcet18-call-papersabstracts> 
 
International Bureau of Fiscal Documentation. Various courses in Amsterdam, the 
Netherlands or in Malaysia or elsewhere. For details, see http://www.ibfd.org The IBFD 
International Tax Academy (ITA) runs an extensive international course program. 
Generally all courses are held in Amsterdam. Should you require any further information 
or wish to register please refer to their web site www.ibfd.org or contact the International 
Tax Academy at +31-20-554 0160 or by e-mail ita@ibfd.org  
For courses go to http://www.ibfd.org/Training 
IBFD International Tax Courses - A selection of related courses in 2017 
International Taxation of Expatriates 3-5 April 2017, Kuala Lumpur 
International Tax Structuring for Real Estate and Immovable Property Investments 
7-9 June 2017 
Management of Tax Rulings, APAs and Mutual Agreement Procedures 21-23 June 2017 
Substance in International Tax Planning 11-13 September 2017, Singapore 
For entire course portfolio, see <http://www.ibfd.org/Training/Find-
course?utm_source=course-promo-
april&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ITA0520-04-2015&utm_content=Course-
finder> 
See also http://www.ibfd.org/Training/Find-course 
 
International Fiscal Association Congresses http://www.ifa.nl/pages/default.aspx 
2017 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 27 August – 1 September <www.ifa2017rio.com.br> 
Subject 1: Assessing BEPS: Origins, Standards, and Responses 
Subject 2: The future of transfer pricing 
2018 Seoul, Korea, Rep of, 2 September – 6 September < www.ifaseoul2018.com> 
Subject 1: Seeking anti-avoidance measures of general nature and scope -GAAR and 
other rules: Do we need them, and what should they be like? 
Subject 2: Withholding tax+ 
2019 London, United Kingdom, 8 September- 13 September 
 
International Atlantic Economic Society (IAES) conference www.iaes.org for more 
information. Prof Dr M. Peter van der Hoek Academy of Economic Studies, Bucharest, 
Romania and Erasmus University, Rotterdam, Netherlands. Mailing address: Erasmus 
University (L 7-20) P.O. Box 1738 NL-3000 DR Rotterdam Netherlands Phone/Fax: +31-
10-4081622 E-mail: vanderHoek@frg.eur.nl  
 
International Tax Planning Association Forthcoming 
meetings http://www.itpa.org/meetings.html 
 
The African Tax Symposium Ghana. 10-12 May 2017, Labadi Beach Hotel, Accra, 
Ghana. Our 3rd annual IBFD Africa Tax Symposium, Trends in International Taxation: 
An African Perspective, will focus on Africa and the post-BEPS landscape. As always, 
the Symposium will present a sharp and insightful perspective on current issues in 
African taxation. Contribution fee: USD 220 / EUR 200 < https://www.ibfd.org/IBFD-
Tax-Portal/Events/3rd-IBFD-Africa-Tax-Symposium?utm_source=Event-newsletter-
2017&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=EV21-02-
2017&utm_term=&utm_content=Events/3rd-IBFD-Africa-Tax-Symposium> 

http://www1.ifs.org.uk/conferences/index.shtml
http://www.ibfd.org/
http://www.ibfd.org/
mailto:ita@ibfd.org
http://www.iaes.org/
mailto:vanderHoek@frg.eur.nl
http://www.itpa.org/meetings.html
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6th Annual International Conference on Law, Regulations and Public Policy 
LRPP 2017 www.law-conference.org   |   secretariat@law-conference.org 
5th - 6th June 2017, Singapore 
Important dates  
Extended Full Paper Submission Deadline: 31st March 2017 
Early Bird Registration Deadline: 21st April 2017 
Late Registration Deadline: 5th May 2017 
Conference Dates: 5th - 6th June 2017 
Conference highlights 
- Workshop on The Climate Future of Law. How will Climate Change Affect the Future 
Development of the Cognate Areas of Law, Specifically the Law of Property, Contract 
and Tort by Prof. Paul Babie, The University of Adelaide, Australia. 
- Keynote Addresses 
Prof. Paul Babie, Professor of Law, Associate Dean (Research), Faculty of the 
Professions, Associate Dean of Law (Research), Adelaide Law School (ALS), The 
University of Adelaide, Australia - The Climate Future of Property Law 
Prof. Gabriel Moens, Professor of Law, Curtin Law School, Australia - Improving Public 
Health through Behavioural Rules: A Legitimate Legislative Project of a Nany State or a 
Nudge State? 
Prof. Kevin Kwok Yin Cheng, Faculty of Law, The Chinese University of Hong Kong 
Assoc. Prof. Zhen Charles Qu, School of Law, City University of Hong Kong - Towards a 
More Efficacious Corporate Security Contract Regime for China 
- LRPP 2017 Conference Proceedings: Print ISSN: 2251-1679, E-Periodical ISSN: 2251-
1687 will be published and submitted to several indexing partners. 
- Journal: All authors who present their papers at the conference will be invited to submit 
an extended version of their research paper for the GSTF Journal of Law and Social 
Sciences (JLSS) (Print ISSN: 2251-2853, E-periodical: 2251-2861). All submitted papers 
will go through blind review process for acceptance. 
- Best Paper Awards and Best Student Paper Awards will be conferred at the conference 
(in order to qualify for the award, the paper must be presented at the conference). 
- LRPP 2017 will also constitute a Special Panel Session. 
- Panel Proposals are invited for submission. A minimum of three papers centering on a 
specific topic will be accepted for submission under Panel Category. 
 
Tax Research Network Conference, 4-6 September 2017, Bournemouth University, 
United Kingdom. The primary contact would be Dr Phyllis Alexander, of the organising 
team at Bournemouth University (palexander@bournemouth.ac.uk) - and people could 
also get in touch with TRN President (Jane.Frecknall-Hughes@nottingham.ac.uk) 
 
Other useful tax and law related conference websites include the  
International Bar Association: 
http://www.ibanet.org/Conferences/conferences_home.aspx  
IBFD Course calendar 
http://www.ibfd.org/portal/app?bookmarkablePage=org.ibfd.portal.presentation.TaxCours
es  
International Events and Law Conferences 
http://internationaleventsandlawconferences.yolasite.com 
Conferences in Australia http://www.conferencealerts.com/country-
listing.php?page=1&ipp=All&country=Australia 
New South Wales Bar 
Association http://www.nswbar.asn.au/docs/professional/prof_dev/CPD/programme/inde
x.php  
Law Council of 
Australia http://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/lawcouncil/index.php/conferences 
Practising Law Institute http://www.pli.edu/ 
New York County Lawyers Association http://www.nycla.org  
American Bar Association Taxation CLE topics 
http://www.americanbar.org/cle/cle_courses_by_topic/taxation.html  
New York Bar Association http://www.nysba.org/  

http://www.ibanet.org/Conferences/conferences_home.aspx
http://www.nswbar.asn.au/docs/professional/prof_dev/CPD/programme/index.php
http://www.nswbar.asn.au/docs/professional/prof_dev/CPD/programme/index.php
http://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/lawcouncil/index.php/conferences
http://www.pli.edu/
http://www.nycla.org/
http://www.nysba.org/
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Hieros Gamos Worldwide Law Events Calendar http://www.hg.org/legal-events.asp 
For Australian ones http://www.hg.org/legal-events-australia.asp 
For social sciences and humanities conferences, meetings etc, see Mind: The Meetings 
Index http://www.interdok.com/mind  
See also the magazine Australian Conference & Exhibition Diary, Vamosi Information 
Publication.  
  
 
13 Recent publications 
 
Bold indicates ATTA members. Readers are encouraged to notify the Editor of recently 
written publications for notification, in these pages. Please note some of the overseas 
publications listed may not yet be available locally.  
 
Local 
 
Austaxpolicy: The Tax and Transfer Policy Blog <http://www.austaxpolicy.com> Recent 
postings include: 
The Petroleum Resource Rent Tax 1987: The Process of Reform and Implications for 
Taxation of Petroleum Resources Today - Emily Millane, 06 March 2017. During the 
2017 Australasian Tax Teachers Association (ATTA) Conference in New Zealand, Emily 
Millane interviewed Dr Diane Kraal, Senior Lecturer in taxation law at the Monash 
Business School, Monash University. Diane was given access to the private papers of Dr 
Craig Emerson, a ministerial economic advisor in the 1980s petroleum tax reform period. 
Timing It Wrong: Benefits, Income Tests, Overpayments and Debts - Jane Millar and 
Peter Whiteford, 02 March 2017  
The European Fiscal Board: Challenges and Opportunities - Usman W. Chohan, 27 
February 2017  
Means Testing Public Pensions: A Policy Option for an Ageing Population - George 
Kudrna, 22 February 2017  
US Republican Tax Plan: The Potentially Dire Impact on US Retailing - Michael Potter, 
20 February 2017  
An Interview with Professor Jane Millar, OBE - Sue Regan, 15 February 2017  
  
Davis, Kevin ‘Despite superannuation changes, one tax loophole remains’ The 
Conversation 1 March 2017 <https://theconversation.com/despite-superannuation-
changes-one-tax-loophole-remains-73673> 
 
D’Cruz, Marieke Committing to the innovation nation: why the R&D tax incentive is so 
important for Australia, Sydney, McKell Institute, February 2017, 27 pp  
<http://mckellinstitute.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/McKell-Institute-Innovation-
Nation.pdf> 
 
Jordan, Chris Commissioner’s address to the Tax Institute National Convention 2017,  
Adelaide, 16 March 2017 < https://www.ato.gov.au/Media-
centre/Speeches/Commissioner/Commissioner-addresses-the-Tax-Institute---2017> 
 
(2016) 18 Journal of Australian Taxation  
Editorial - John McLaren and John Passant  
Comparisons of tax evasion and welfare fraud: How well does policy in Australia and 
New Zealand reflect public attitudes to these crimes? Lisa Marriott and Dalice Sim 
Regulating the regulator: Assessing the Effectiveness of The ATO’s External Scrutiny 
Arrangements - Sunita Jogarajan  
A question of the integrity of the dividend imputation system when corporate tax rate 
changes: An Australian Study - H Khiem (Jonathan) Nguyen  
When is the commissioner empowered or required to negate a GST benefit? Cyrus 
Thistleton  
Optional distributions under New Zealand’s imputation and resident withholding tax 
Systems - James Murray  

http://www.interdok.com/mind


13 
 

Doubts about the central management and control residency test for companies? David 
Jones, John Passant and John McLaren  
In whose interest? An assessment of the New South Wales Government’s post-
amalgamation rate path freeze policy - Brian Dollery and Joseph Drew  
 
McLaren, John; Yeo, Allan and Sweet, Michael ‘Australia is facing a housing 
affordability crisis: is the solution to this problem the Singapore model of housing?’ 
(2016) 10 (4) Australasian Accounting, Business and Finance Journal 38 
 
Minifie, Jim ‘Business investment is weak, but an unfunded company tax cut won’t fix it’ 
The Conversation 27 February 2017 <https://theconversation.com/business-investment-is-
weak-but-an-unfunded-company-tax-cut-wont-fix-it-73655> 
 
Passant, John 'Is it time for the ACT to "do a Colorado"and introduce marijuana taxes?' 
Independent Australia 22 February 2017 
<https://independentaustralia.net/politics/politics-display/is-it-time-for-the-act-to-do-a-
colorado-and-introduce-marijuana-taxes,10045>   
 
(2017) 103 Taxation Today – (March) 
• The Australian Government Increases Pressure on Multinational Tax Avoidance: 40 per 
cent Diverted Profits Tax Introduced – Jock McCormack, Melissa Lim, James Newnham, 
Michael Yunan 
• Tax and Superannuation Literacy: Australian and New Zealand Perspectives [Part 2] – 
Toni Chardon, Mark Brimble and Brett Freudenberg 
 
(2017) 104 Taxation Today – (April) 
• Making Tax Simpler: a New Tax Administration Act – Robyn Walker and Rebecca 
Osborn 
• The Role of Tax Practitioners’ Explaining Behaviour in Clients’ Satisfaction and 
Commitment – Ranjana Gupta 
 
Tran-Nam, Binh; Evans, Chris; Krever, Richard & Lignier, Philip ‘Managing tax 
complexity: the state of play after Henry’ (2016) 35 Economic Papers 347-358 
 
Wallis, Chris ‘Focus on Tax Institute’ (Letter to Editor) Australian Financial Review 20 
March 2017 p 35  
 
Wardell-Johnson, Grant & Linke, David The future of tax in Australia’s federation, 
Sydney, KPMG, 21 February 2017, 36 pp 
<https://home.kpmg.com/au/en/home/insights/2017/02/future-of-tax-australia-
federation.html> 
 
 
Overseas 
 
Arslan, Cem Barlas ‘An assessment of law faculty students' comprehension levels of the 
language of corporate tax law’ (2016) 3 (2) International Online Journal of Education 
and Teaching 100-106. http://iojet.org/index.php/IOJET/article/view/129/127 
 
Asia-Pacific Tax Bulletin Number 1 - 2017  
Australia - Interest Deductibility and BEPS Action 4 - Anton Joseph  
Australia - New “Backpacker Tax” Finally Enacted - Dorcas Wong and Michael Butler 
India - Making Available Technical Expertise and Being Effectively Connected to a 
Permanent Establishment - Radhakishan Rawal  
India - Taxation of Fees for Technical Services: An Analysis of Indian Tax Treaties and 
Their Journey Through the Courts - Jyoti Pal 
  
British Tax Review Number 1 2017 
Reform of the substantial shareholdings exemption - Oliver Walker and Stuart Pibworth  
Case Notes 
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R (Ingenious Media) v HMRC: public disclosures and HMRC’s duty of confidentiality - 
Stephen Daly  
Longridge on the Thames v HMRC: a charitable role for economic activity and VAT? 
Amy Lawton  
Chappell v HMRC: the swan really has sung its last: the Court of Appeal considers the 
deductibility of annual payments - Richard Thomas  
Articles 
Comparing R&D Tax Regimes: Australia, Canada, UK and US - Mark Bowler-Smith  
Proposed UK Changes on the Tax Deductibility of Corporate Interest Expense - Richard 
Collier, Michael Devereux and Strahil Lepoev 60 
Base Erosion by Intra-group Debt and BEPS Project Action 4’s Best Practice Approach—
A Case Study of Chevron - Antony Ting (available at 
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2929080 ) 
The Crime-Fraud Exception in Anglo-American Jurisprudence: Comparative Dimensions 
and Optimal Reform Proposals in the Taxation Context - Rebecca Mitchell and Michael 
Stockdale 109 
Book Reviews  
Obituary - David Williams (1946–2016) - Philip Baker, Judith Freedman and Geoffrey 
Morse  
 
Brown, Karen B (ed) Taxation and development - a comparative study, Berlin, Springer 
Ius Comparatum - Global Studies in Comparative Law Volume 21 2017  
ISBN: 978-3-319-42155-1 (Print) 978-3-319-42157-5 (Online)  
Taxation and Development: Overview - Karen B. Brown  
National Reports 
Australia’s Hybrid International Tax System: Limited Focus on Tax and Development -  
Miranda Stewart  
Recent Trends in Belgium’s International Tax Policy - Edoardo Traversa, Gaëtan Zeyen  
Income Taxation in Brazil: A Comparative Law Approach - Misabel Abreu Machado 
Derzi, André Mendes Moreira, Fernando Daniel de Moura Fonseca  
Taxation and Development in Croatia - Nataša Žunić Kovačević  
Tax Law Components to Provide Incentives for Investment - Michal Radvan, Dana 
Šramková  
Structural and Temporary Tax Mechanisms to Promote Economic Growth and 
Development in France - Thomas Dubut  
Transparency and Simplicity Support Investment in Hong Kong - Andrew Halkyard  
Current Issues in Cross Border Taxation and Investment in the State of Israel - Tamir 
Shanan, Sagit Leviner, Moran Harari  
How Italian Tax Policy Provides Incentives for Investment in Developing, Emerging, or 
Low-Income Countries - Claudio Sacchetto  
Taxation and Development: Japan - Yoshihiro Masui  
The Maldives: A Fledgling International Tax Jurisdiction - Kevin Holmes  
Extensive Treaty Network and Unilateral Credits Support Foreign Investment: The Dutch 
Approach - Raymond HC Luja  
Tax Incentives in the System of Direct Taxes in Poland - Włodzimierz Nykiel, Michał 
Wilk  
Overview of Income and Investment Taxation in Portugal - Fernando Rocha Andrade  
Taxation and Development: The South African Position - Craig West, Jennifer Roeleveld  
International Taxation: The Case of Uganda - Jalia Kangave  
Britain Open for Business - Rita Cunha  
Taxation and Development: The US Perspective - Tracy Kaye  
In Pursuit of a Modern Tax System to Accommodate Foreign Investment. Case Study: 
Venezuela - Serviliano Abache Carvajal  
 
International Transfer Pricing Journal  
Number 1- 2017  
International - The Evolving World of Global Tax Planning: Part I - Matthew Herrington 
and Cym H. Lowell  
International - The BEPS Report on Risk Allocation: Not So Functional - Rutger 
Hafkenscheid  
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International - Appropriate Application of the Berry Ratio as a Profit Level Indicator -  
Vatika Bhatnagar  
Portugal - Witness Testimony in Transfer Pricing Litigation - António Martins  
India - Foreign Exchange Fluctuation and Computation of the Profit Level Indicator: 
Conflict between Principles of Accounting and of Transfer Pricing - Ajit Korde  
Comparative survey: Implementation of Transfer Pricing Rules in Light of the BEPS 
Project in Latin and Central America  
Costa Rica - Impact of BEPS Actions on Costa Rican Transfer Pricing Regime - Sophia 
Castro  
Mexico - A Mexican Perspective on Value Creation under the OECD’s BEPS Approach 
to Transfer Pricing - Marta Milewska 
Recent developments  
Australia - BEPS and the Diverted Profits Tax - Anton Joseph  
Ethiopia - Comprehensive Directive on Transfer Pricing Adopted - Joel Cooper and 
Monia Volpato  
Hungary - After Plastic Surgery: The BEPS-Proof Hungarian Intellectual Property Tax 
Regime - István Csővári  
India - Transfer Pricing Litigation Trends and Dispute Resolution Mechanisms - Sunny 
Kishore Bilaney  
Indonesia - Transfer Pricing Dispute Resolution and Mutual Agreement Procedures: An 
Indonesian Perspective - Yeni Mulyani  
 
Oats, Lynne ‘Tax laws are not keeping up with our globally mobile workforce: new 
research’ The Conversation 6 March 2017 <https://theconversation.com/tax-laws-are-not-
keeping-up-with-our-globally-mobile-workforce-new-research-73674> 
 
 
14 Quotable quotes 
 
 
“In an unprecedented moment in Oscars history, the sure winner for best picture had their 
victory stolen from them at the last minute — thanks to a small communication mistake. 
Inevitably, because of that moment's similarity to the close 2016 election between Hillary 
Clinton and President Trump, the gaffe had politicians, journalists and actors alike 
sharing a flurry of politically themed jokes on Twitter. 
 
Several people took the last-minute upset by "Moonlight," which ended up being the true 
winner after Warren Beatty and Faye Dunaway accidentally announced "La La Land" as 
the victor, and made comparisons to the Electoral College handing Trump victory when 
many in the polling and media business saw the odds tilting heavily in Clinton's favor 
before Election Day. 
 
Some joked that "La La Land" should have campaigned more in swing states. 
 
And many others wished that the 2016 election had taken a similar turn, with Clinton 
being announced the true winner after an announcement gaffe. 
 
Sen. Chris Murphy, D-Conn., tweeted that he has a "dream" most nights that Trump's 
victory on Nov. 8 would have been overturned to crown Clinton the victor. 

 
Source:  Bui, Hoai-Tran & Chaitin, Daniel ‘Twitter mocks Oscars best picture flub, 
compares it to 2016 election’ Washington Examiner Twitter 27 February 2017 
<http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/twitter-mocks-oscars-best-picture-flub-compares-
it-to-2016-election/article/2615844> 
 

************* 
 
“Professor Caron referred to the description of tax lawyers in popular culture: "tax geeks". 
A tax lawyer is "a person who is good with numbers but who does not have enough 
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personality to be an accountant" and someone who is familiar with "a mere jumble of tax 
regulations, to be practiced with a slide rule".” 
 
Source: Harley, Geoff ‘Collecting taxes’ (2002) 33 Victoria University of Wellington Law 
Review 333 citing Caron, Paul ‘Tax myopia, or mamas don't let your babies grow up to be 
tax lawyers’ (1994) 13 Virginia Tax Review 517 

 
************* 

 
“Taxation . . . is . . . life. If you know the position a person takes on taxes, you can tell 
their whole philosophy. The tax code, once you get to know it, embodies the essence of 
life: greed, politics, power, goodness, charity.” 
 
Source: Harley, Geoff ‘Collecting taxes’ (2002) 33 Victoria University of Wellington Law 
Review 333 citing Birnbaum, JH and Murray, AS Showdown at Gucci gulch: lawmakers, 
lobbyists and the unlikely triumph of tax reform, Random House, New York, 1987, 289 
 

************* 
 
“In the wake of the repeal of hearth tax, Parliament introduced a window tax in 1697. 
Revenue gathered by the tax was intended to be used to defray the expenses of a new 
royal mint. Window tax was levied proportionately to the number of windows and 
openings on houses which had more than six windows and whose rental value was more 
than £5 per annum. 
 
Window tax was intended to be progressive. The rationale behind the tax was that 
wealthy taxpayers, who lived in larger premises containing more windows, would be 
taxed more than the poor. One advantage of window tax was that the amount of tax 
payable was relatively easy to determine. Unlike the hearth tax, window tax could be 
assessed without the need for tax inspectors to intrude into a taxpayer's private abode. 
 
Because of the continuous increase in the level of tax (it was increased six times between 
1747 and 1808), taxpayers resorted to numerous avoidance devices. Many poor and 
middle-class taxpayers boarded up some (or in some cases, all) of their windows with 
bricks or timber to avoid paying the tax. It was described by some commentators as a "tax 
on light" (hence the expression "daylight robbery"). Some taxpayers boarded up windows 
when tax assessors were in the neighbourhood and opened them when they left.  
 
Window tax brought out interesting behavioural responses toward tax inspectors too. 
Apart from showing the elasticity effect of the tax (when window sizes were altered), it 
also made life a form of "living hell" for tax collectors. Apparently, in the United States, 
where similar state taxes were levied, tax collectors had boiling water poured on them 
when they sought to measure the ground floor windows.” 
 
Source: Harley, Geoff ‘Collecting taxes’ (2002) 33 Victoria University of Wellington Law 
Review 333 

************* 
 
“If you drive a car I'll tax the street. 
 If you try to sit I'll tax your seat. 
 If you get too cold I'll tax the heat. 
 If you take a walk I'll tax your feet.” 
 
Source: The Beatles in "Tax Man" on "Revolver", Capital Records 1966, as found in 
Harley, Geoff ‘Collecting taxes’ (2002) 33 Victoria University of Wellington Law Review 
333 
 

************* 
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