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Keynote speakers 

 

Florencio Lopez-de-Silanes 

Dr. Florencio López-de-Silanes is Professor of Finance at EDHEC 

Business School, France, in the Accounting, Law and Finance 

Department.  

His research interests and main publications fall in the areas of 

International Corporate Finance and Financial Markets, Legal Reform and 

Privatization. He has been an advisor on these topics to several 

governments, international institutions and corporations. Some of his 

research shows the relevance of law and institutions for the functioning of 

markets and their development. He has many publications in top finance and economics 

journals and has recently published two books on Investor Protection and the Benefits of 

Privatization in Latin America.  

Among other distinctions, he received Harvard's Wells Prize for the Best Dissertation in 

Economics (1995), the Brattle Prize for distinguished paper in the Journal of Finance of the 

American Finance Association (1999), and the Jensen Prize for the best papers published in 

the Journal of Financial Economics in the Areas of Corporate Finance and Organizations 

(2000). He is one of the top three most cited researchers in the world in economics and 

business in the last 10 years, according to the Essential Science Indicators. Before coming 

to EDHEC, he taught at the Amsterdam Business School, Harvard, Yale, and the Ecole 

Normale Supérieure in Paris. 

Stephen A. Ross         

Stephen Alan "Steve" Ross is the inaugural Franco Modigliani Professor 

of Financial Economics at the MIT Sloan School of Management. He is 

known for initiating several important theories and models in financial 

economics. He is a widely published author in finance and economics, 

and is coauthor of one of the best-selling Corporate Finance texts. 

Professor Ross is best known for the development of the arbitrage pricing 

theory (mid-1970s) as well as for his role in developing the Binomial 

options pricing model (1979; also known as the Cox-Ross-Rubinstein 

model). He was an initiator of the fundamental financial concept of risk-

neutral pricing. In 1985 he contributed to the creation of the Cox-Ingersoll-Ross model for 

interest rate dynamics. Such theories have become an important part of the paradigm known 

as neoclassical finance. 
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Dr. Ross served as President of the American Finance Association in 1988. He was named 

International Association of Financial Engineers' Financial Engineer of the Year in 1996. 

He gave the inaugural lecture of the Princeton Lectures in Finance, sponsored by the 

Bendheim Center for Finance of Princeton University, in 2001. It became a book in 2004, 

defending neoclassical finance, and such notions as the efficiency and rationality of markets, 

against critics, especially those who describe their work as behavioral finance. 

Ross received his doctorate of economics from Harvard University, has taught at the 

University of Pennsylvania, Yale School of Management, and MIT. 

Anthony Saunders        

Anthony Saunders is the John M. Schiff Professor of Finance, and Head of the 

Department of Finance at NYU Stern. He received his PhD from the London 

School of Economics. Throughout his academic career, his teaching and research 

have specialized in financial institutions and international banking. He has served 

as a Visiting Professor all over the world, including INSEAD, the Stockholm School 

of Economics, and the University of Melbourne.  

Professor Saunders serves on the Board of Academic Consultants of the Federal Reserve 

Board of Governors as well as the Council of Research Advisors for the Federal National 

Mortgage Association. He has been a Visiting Scholar at the comptroller of the Currency and 

at the IMF, and is an Editor of the Journal of Banking and Finance and the Journal of 

Financial Markets, Instruments and Institutions, as well as an Associate Editor of eight other 

journals, including Financial Management and the Journal of Money, Credit and Banking. His 

research has been published in all of the major finance and banking journals and his 

textbook, Financial Institutions Management: Risk Management Perspective 4th Edition 

(New York: McGraw-Hill, 2006) is a standard in the field. 
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Bruno Solnik          

Dr. Bruno Solnik is Distinguished Emeritus Professor of Finance at 

HEC-School of Management in France and Visiting Professor of 

Finance at HKUST in Hong Kong. He holds an Engineer degree from 

Polytechnique in Paris and a PhD from MIT. He was on the faculty of 

the Stanford Business School before joining HEC. He has been a 

visiting professor at the University of California at Berkeley, UCLA , 

Université de Genève and University of New South Wales.  

He is a former President of the European Finance Association and 

Director of the American Finance Association. He has written seven 

books, five in France and two in the USA, including Global Investments 

(formerly titled International Investments, the leading textbook in the field, translated into 

Spanish, Japanese and Chinese). The sixth edition of International Investments, coauthored 

by Dennis McLeavey of the CFA Institute, is used for all three levels of the CFA examination. 

 He has published some fifty articles in leading finance and economics journals such as the 

Journal of Finance, the Financial Analysts Journal, Journal of Financial and Quantitative 

Analysis, Journal of Economic Theory, Journal of International Money and Finance, etc.. He 

also serves on the board of editors of several major Finance journals in America, Europe and 

Asia.  

Professor Solnik has served on the Council for Education and Research of the AIMR (now 

CFA Institute) and on its Research Foundation. He has received many prizes, including two 

Graham & Dodd Awards for Excellence by the Financial Analysts Journal, The "Finance 

Award of the Year" at the 1998 Interlaken Finance Symposium, and the Nicholas 

Molodovsky Award, presented by the AIMR Board of Governors on May 22, 1999. "This 

award is given periodically only to those individuals who have made outstanding 

contributions of such significance as to change the direction of the profession and to raise it 

to higher standards of accomplishment".  He was the first non-American to receive the 

award.  

 


