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Pre-doctoral Studies

M.Sc. in Economics and Social Sciences, Universita’ Commerciale Luigi Bocconi, Milano (Italy), 2010

B.Sc. in Economics and Social Sciences, Universita’ Commerciale Luigi Bocconi, Milano (Italy), 2007

Graduate Studies

Ph.D. Economics: Universidad Carlos III de Madrid, Madrid (Spain), 2011 to Present
Expected Completion Date: June 2017

Job Market Paper:
"Bringing War Home: Violent Crime, Police Killings and the Overmilitarization of the US Police"

References:
Professor Luis Corchon (Main Advisor)
Department of Economics
Universidad Carlos III de Madrid
Email: lcorchon@eco.uc3m.es

Professor Paolo Buonanno
Department of Economics
University of Bergamo
Email: paolo.buonanno@unibg.it

Professor Irma Clots-Figueras
Department of Economics
Universidad Carlos III de Madrid
Email: iclots@eco.uc3m.es

Professor Jan Stuhler
Department of Economics
Universidad Carlos III de Madrid
Email: jstuhler@eco.uc3m.es

Teaching Experience

Fall 2016: Microeconomics 1 (English), Phd Program, TA for Professor Martin Dumav
Microeconomics 1 (English), Master Program, TA for Professor Marco Celentani

Spring 2016: Microeconomics 1 (English), Undergrad, TA for Professor Diego Moreno
Fall 2015: Development Economics (Spanish), Undergrad, TA for Professor Irma Clots-Figueras

Microeconomics 1 (English), Master Program, TA for Professor Marco Celentani
Spring 2015: Environmental Economics (Spanish and English), Undergrad, TA for Professor Ulrich Wag-
ner
Spring 2014: Environmental Economics (Spanish), Undergrad, TA for Professor Ulrich Wagner
Spring 2013: Microeconomics 1 (Spanish), Undergrad, TA for Professor Diego Moreno

Work Experience

August 2010 - August 2011: European Central Bank, Econometric Modeling Division
September 2009 - February 2010: Innocenzo Gasparini Institute for Economic Research (IGIER), Univesita’
Bocconi
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Research Fields and Agenda

Fields: Applied Economics, Public Economics, Political Economy

In my research I use both data and theory to answer questions at the intersection of political and pub-
lic economics. My current research focuses on the social and cultural effects of public spending with
particular emphasis on the effects on crime, violence and religious/terrorist organizations.

Research Papers

Bringing War Home: Violent Crime, Police Killings and the Overmilitarization of the US Police
The withdrawal from the Afghan and Iraqi wars has led to the arrival of vast quantities of military equipment to the
US. Much of this equipment, now unused by the military, has been redistributed to police departments via a program
called 1033. In this paper, I study the causal effect on criminal activity and police behavior of the militarization of the
police through this program. I do so by taking into account that military equipment is stored in various disposition
centers. Police departments do not pay for the cost of these items but must cover all transportation costs. I then use the
distance to a disposition center and the timing of the US withdrawal from the wars in an instrumental variable setting.
Estimates show that military equipment reduces violent crime and is responsible for 60% of the rapid drop observed
since 2007. More than one third of this effect is caused by the displacement of violent crime to neighboring areas.
Because police departments do not consider this externality when making militarization decisions, they overmilitarize.
Finally, I show that police militarization increases the number of people killed by the police. Estimates imply that all
the recent increases in police killings are due to police militarization.

State, Religiosity and Church Participation (submitted)
While most of the western world has faced a rapid process of secularization over recent generations, many other
countries, especially in Latin America and the Muslim world, have maintained high levels of religiosity. Here, I
propose a model of intergenerational transmission of religious values and competition between the state and the
church that links changes in state efficiency to this dynamics. I show how, if the state becomes more efficient, agents
vote for a higher size of the state. As the size of the state increases participation in church activities decreases and
the next generation becomes less religious reinforcing the effect of the initial increase in the efficiency of the state.
Because of this mechanism agents may have incentives to destroy part of the efficiency of the state in order to favor
the church. I then provide some empirical evidence of this mechanism and show how it is only present for services
provided by the state that are in direct competition with the church.

Filling the Void: Evidence from Two Natural Disasters on the Determinants of Taliban Support (with
Hasin Yousaf)
In this paper we empirically analyze the determinants of the political support for the Pakistani Taliban. We use
evidence from two natural disasters: an earthquake in 2005 and a flood in 2010 which received different levels of
international help. While the earthquake took place at a time when Pakistan was a close ally of United States in the
war-on-terror and it received extensive international response, floods occurred at a time when Pakistan-U.S. relations
had deteriorated and consequently it received little response. We show using that the support for Taliban decreased
in the areas affected by the earthquake, while it increased in the areas affected by the flood. The evidence suggests
competition between government and non-state actors for gaining support of people. Shortfall in the capacity of the
government may lead to crowding out of government support and the non-state actors may fill this void and gain
political support.

https://www.dropbox.com/s/p0sur1ivbi6sgf4/Masera%20-%20Militarization%20.pdf?dl=0
http://poseidon01.ssrn.com/delivery.php?ID=514112092086124123001009124089009026105010042041037058069126100123093109109105109102054126001035046017049092104086091084087076062087048093049115019115124003112005123014084043092072105080124072027108107071066021097006023028104070126093015097091123085093&EXT=pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/mfno36kcjcx3xxa/MaseraYousaf%20-%20Paper.pdf?dl=0
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Publications (Pre-PhD)

“How Informative are the Subjective Density Forecasts of Macroeconomists?” (with Geoff Kenny and Thomas
Kostka) Journal of Forecasting (2014)

“Density characteristics and density forecast performance: a panel analysis” (with Geoff Kenny and Thomas
Kostka) Empirical Economics (2015)

“Can macroeconomists forecast risks? Event-based evidence from the ECB SPF” (with Geoff Kenny and Thomas
Kostka) International Journal of Central Banking (2015)

Presentations

2016: Association for the Study of Religion, Economics, and Culture (Chapman University)
Workshop on the Economics of Organized Crime (Universita’ di Bergamo)
8th Transatlantic Workshop on the Economics of Crime
ENTER Network Seminar (University College London)
Econometric Society European Winter Meeting (Edinburgh University)
Simposio de Analisis Economico (Universidad del País Vasco)

2015: Warwick Economics PhD Conference (Warwick University)
Enter Jamboree (Mannheim University)
35th Arne Ryde Symposium (Malaga University)
European Public Choice Society (University of Groningen)
Public Economic Theory (Luxembourg University)
Society for the Advancement of Economic Theory (Cambridge University)
MOMA Meeting (Universidad de Alicante)
Economics of Cultural Transmission and Evolution (Paris School of Economics)
Econometric Society European Winter Meeting (Universita’ Bocconi)

2014: Workshop on Culture and Institution (Valencia University)

Other Skills

Languages: Italian (Native), Spanish (Native), English (Fluent), French (Basic)
Programming: Stata, ArcGis/QGis, Python, Visual Basic


