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1 STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Lecturer-in-charge:  Gautam Bose, ASB 451, x53318. g.bose@unsw.edu.au   

Consultations:  10am — 12 noon Wednesday. 
Tutor :  Su-Min Lim,   z3186335@student.unsw.edu.au  

Consultations:  M 3-4, ASB402 (West Lobby) 

1.1 Communications with staff 
 
Please email staff with any inquiries outside class times and the assigned 
consultation hours. Your email should have “ECON2111” in the subject line. 
 
2 COURSE DETAILS 

2.1 Teaching Times and Locations 
Lecture:  M 9am-11am, Chemical Sc M18 Weeks 1-12 

Tutorials:  Mondays 1pm & 3pm, Wednesdays 3pm, Thursdays 12noon & 1pm
  Weeks 2-6, 8-13. 

2.2 Units of Credit 
The course is worth 6 units of credit. 
There is no parallel teaching in this course.  

2.3 Summary of Course  
This course provides an introduction to the economic analysis of the phenomenon of 
underdevelopment. It addresses the meaning and measures of economic development, 
the process by which it occurred in some of the now-developed countries, and specific 
structural and institutional problems that plague the currently underdeveloped world. 
Policy issues will also be discussed. The exposition will use verbal and empirical 
analysis as well as some formal economic models. Some of the material is near the 
interface between economics and the other social sciences. 

2.4 Aims and Relationship to Other Courses 
This course fulfils the requirement of a second-year elective in the Economics 
(BEc) and Business Economics (BCom) majors. The material covered in this course 
is related to that in the economics (ECON) courses 2107, 2111, 3109 and 3110. 
 
ECON1101 (Microeconomics 1) and ECON1101 (Macroeconomics 1) are prerequisites 
for this course. Students should be warned that good command of the material taught in 
the two prerequisite courses is essential for successfully mastering the material in this 
course. Students are also expected to be familiar with the first-year quantitative 
sequence in economics, ECON1202 and ECON1203. 

2.5 Student Learning Outcomes  
By the end of this course students will be able to: 
 

1. Identify characteristics of underdeveloped countries 
2. Relate these characteristics to underlying economic causes 
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3. Assess the relevance and weight of data in evaluating causes of 
underdevelopment 

4. Assess the potential effectiveness of various policies in combating 
underdevelopment 

5. Meaningfully question received knowledge and claims regarding theory and 
policy related to economic development 

6. Think, reason, cooperate and communicate effectively on matters relating 
to economic development  

 
Graduate Attributes 
 

Learning 
Outcomes 

ASB Graduate Attributes Attribute 
No. 

1-6 Critical thinking and problem solving 1 
6 Communication 2 
6 Teamwork and leadership 3 
4,5,6 Social, ethical and global perspectives 4 
1-6 In-depth engagement with relevant disciplinary knowledge 5 
1-5 Professional skills 6 

 
3 LEARNING AND TEACHING ACTIVITIES 
 

3.1 Approach to Learning and Teaching in the Course 
An understanding of any economic phenomenon has two components. Theory 
investigates causal factors that produce and sustain the phenomenon (in this case, 
underdevelopment) and examines the processes through which causality works.  
The facts that theory attempts to explain are provided by empirical observations. 
Empirical data is also used to test the validity of the theory in the context of 
specific cases. In this course, we will continually emphasise this synergy between 
theory and empirics. Students will be particularly encouraged to question the 
validity of theories, as well as the relevance of specific facts. 

3.2 Learning Activities and Teaching Strategies 
This course has two principal components: lecture and tutorial. The lectures will 
cover the theory of economic development and underdevelopment, and form the 
core material of the course. In tutorials, students will discuss and present assigned 
material related to the theory. This material will often complement and reinforce 
the lectures by incorporating data and case studies, but occasionally it will also 
represent alternative views and criticism. Tutorials will serve to deepen the 
students’ understanding of the core material.  
Note that lectures are not “powerpoint based”, and verbatim lecture notes are not 
posted online.  
 
Tutorials are NOT designed to provide students with rote solutions to assigned 
problems. Such solutions, when appropriate, will be posted on the course website.  
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3.3 Alert: Content is Open to Argument! 
It is extremely important to note that, in large part, this course does not deal with 
accepted answers to conventional questions. Many of the questions we will address 
and discuss are current puzzles about which there are conjectures and insights, but no 
known “right answers” that can be memorised. Indeed, different pieces of reading 
material assigned on the same topic may sometimes contradict each other. 
Assignments and exams will reflect this nature of the material; marks will be 
awarded for evidence of reflection and reasoning, not for reproducing textbooks 
or lecture notes.   
 
 
4 ASSESSMENT 

4.1 Formal Requirements 
‘In order to pass this course, you must: 

 achieve a composite mark of at least 50;  
 make a satisfactory attempt at all assessment tasks (see below); 
 attend at least 9 tutorials. 

4.2 Assessment Details 
 The grade for the course will be based upon the following assessment 

components: 
o 3 Quizzes   5 marks each   15 marks 
o Tutorial presentation and participation  15 marks 
o Response paper      10 marks 
o Mid-session exam     30 marks 
o Final exam      30 marks 

Quizzes and exams: The quizzes will consist of short problems or questions, designed 
to test students’ recall and understanding of definitions, technical material, etc. The 
mid-session and final exam will contain numerical problems and short essays as well as 
questions calling for more in-depth analysis.  

Tutorial presentations: Each week, a group of two to four students will present the 
material from supplementary readings that were assigned for the previous week. The 
aims of the presentations are (i) to summarise and highlight important content from the 
readings, and (ii) to instigate discussion of the material in tutorial. Students will be 
assessed on the quality of the presentations and the facilitation of the ensuing 
discussion. The presentation roster will be drawn up in tutorials in the second week.  

Response paper: Each student will prepare a short response paper (approximately 1000 
words) on one topic during the semester. Each student must choose a topic (different 
from her/his presentation topic) in the second week. The response paper is due in 
tutorial two weeks after the topic is covered in lecture.  

Details about the presentations and response paper are provided separately on the 
course website. 
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5 COURSE EVALUATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
 
Each year feedback is sought from students and other stakeholders about the courses offered in 
the School and continual improvements are made based on this feedback.  UNSW's Course and 
Teaching Evaluation and Improvement (CATEI) Process is one of the ways in which student 
evaluative feedback is gathered. You are strongly encouraged to take part in the feedback 
process. 
 
 
6 COURSE RESOURCES 
The website for this course is on UNSW Blackboard at: 
http://lms-blackboard.telt.unsw.edu.au/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp 
   
Textbook:  Michael P. Todaro and Stephen C. Smith: Economic Development. Addison-
Wesley, 11th ed. 2012. (Recent earlier editions will also suffice) 
 
Other readings: An assortment of readings are prescribed, several are required. Check the 

website for locations. 
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7 COURSE SCHEDULE 

7.1 Lecture Schedule 
This schedule is tentative and subject to amendment. In the table below, 
chapter/section references are to Todaro and Smith (TS). Some further readings 
will be added. 
 
 

 Date Readings  Event Topic 

Week 1  Feb 27 
TS: Ch 1, 2 

 General Introduction, 
Characteristics of 
underdeveloped countries, 
Measuring underdevelopment Week 2 Mar 5  

Week 3 Mar 12 
TS: Ch 5 

Quiz 1 
Poverty and Inequality 

Week 4 Mar 19  

Week 5 Mar 26 TS Chapter 3 
(including appendices) Quiz 2 Classic theories of Development 

Week 6 Apr 2 TS: Chapter 3 sec 3, Ch.7 
including appendix  The Lewis-Harris-Todaro  

two-sector model 

 Apr 9 Mid-session break   

Week 7 Apr 16 Mid-term exam Exam Material from weeks 1-5, 
inclusive 

Week 8  Apr 23  TS Chapter 4,  Acemoglu and 
Robinson: “Colonial origins...”, 
Bose: “Institutions...”, 
 

 Contemporary theory: 
Coordination failure and 
Institutions Week 9 Apr 30  

Week 10 May 7 TS: Chapter 8  

Edmonds and Pavcnik paper 

Readings TBA 

 Education and health 
 
The economics of children Week 11 May 14 Quiz 3 

Week 12 May 21   Wrap-up  

As scheduled by 
University Final Exam  Material from weeks 6-12, 

inclusive 
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7.2 Tutorial Schedule 
 
Tutorials start in Week 2 and finish in Week 13. Tutorials will not meet in week 7. Students 
must form groups of 3 to present the assigned papers in tutorials. More details are available on 
the course website.  
 

 Week 
beginning Topic Reference: These readings 

are required of all students. 

Week 2 Mar 5 
Introduction. Scheduling of 
presentations and response 
papers 

 

Week 3 Mar 12 Measuring Development Sen: “Mortality...”, EJ, 1998 

Week 4 Mar 19 Poverty Banerjee & Duflo: “Economic 
lives...”   

Week 5 Mar 26 Inequality Bourguignon & Morrison: 
“Inequality...World Citizens” 

Week 6 Apr 2 Revision for exam  

 Apr 9 Mid-Session Break 

Week 7 Apr 16 No Tutorials 

Week 8  Apr 23  Institutions Brunetti & Weder: “Free 
Press...” 

Week 9 Apr 30 Institutions Banerjee and Iyer: “Land 
Tenure...” 

Week 10 May 7 Institutions Mokyr “Technology...” (?) 

Week 11 May 14 Education Ersado: “Child labor and 
schooling” 

Week 12 May 21 Democracy, Poverty, 
Women Besley, Pande, Rao: two papers 

Week 13 May 28 Revision for Exam  
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