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1 STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 

 
Lecturer-in-charge: Barrie Dyster 
Room: TBA 
Email: b.dyster@unsw.edu.au 
Consultation Times: TBA 
 
Tutor: TBC 
 

1.1 Communications with staff 

 
You should feel free to contact your lecturer about any academic matter. All enquiries 
about the subject material should be made at lectures or tutorials or during consultation 
time. Discussion of course subject material will not be entered into via lengthy emails.  
 
Email correspondence on administrative matters (e.g. advising inability to attend tute) 
will be responded to within 48 hours, but not over weekends. Please note that the 
lecturer has no advance notice of the date and time of the exam [the subject of many 
emails]. 
 

2 COURSE DETAILS 

2.1 Teaching Times and Locations 

Lectures are due to be held on Tuesdays 12:00-14:00 in CLB 5. 
 
Tutorials start in Week 2 (to Week 13). A full list of tutorials and times will be on the 
Course Website. 

2.2 Units of Credit 

 
The course is worth 6 units of credit. 

2.3 Summary of Course  

 
The course examines the evolution of the global economy and Australia’s long-run 
economic performance within that context. 

2.4 Aims and Relationship to Other Courses 

 

The aims of the course are: 

 To stimulate an understanding of the ways in which the Australian economy has 
changed over time and to develop a perspective of Australia’s present position 
in the international economy that takes these historical changes into account. 

 

 To present a variety of interpretations and debates on Australia’s economic 
development over time. 
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2.5 Student Learning Outcomes  

The Course Learning Outcomes are what you should be able to DO by the end of this 
course if you participate fully in learning activities and successfully complete the 
assessment items.  
 
The Learning Outcomes in this course also help you to achieve some of the overall 
Program Learning Goals and Outcomes for all undergraduate coursework students in 
the ASB. Program Learning Goals are what we want you to BE or HAVE by the time 
you successfully complete your degree. You demonstrate this by achieving specific 
Program Learning Outcomes - what you are able to DO by the end of your degree.  
For more information on the Undergraduate Program Learning Goals and Outcomes, 
see Part B of the course outline.  
 
The following table shows how your Course Learning Outcomes relate to the overall 
Program Learning Goals and Outcomes, and indicates where these are assessed: 
 

Program Learning 
Goals and Outcomes 

Course Learning Outcomes Course Assessment 
Item 

This course helps you to 
achieve the following 
learning goals  

On successful completion of the course, 
you should be able to: 

This learning outcome 
will be assessed in the 
following items: 

1 Knowledge 
 
 
 

Identify and analyse long-run 
characteristics of local and international 
economies.  
          

 Essay/Tutorial 
papers 

 Tutorial participation 
and presentation 

 Final Exam  
 

2 Critical thinking 
and problem 
solving 
 

Describe and analyse the interaction of 
local and international economies. 

  

        

 Essay/Tutorial 
papers 

 Tutorial participation 
and presentation 

 Final Exam 
 

3a Written 
communication 
 

Explain the variety of economic strategies 
and outcomes that have been evident in 
the present and in the recent past. 

 Essays/Tutorial 
presentation 

 Final Exam 
 

 

3b Oral 
communication 
 

Communicate ideas in a succinct and 
clear manner. 

 Tutorial presentation 
and participation 

4 Teamwork  
 

Work collaboratively to present an 
argument. 

Tutorial presentation 

5a.   Ethical, 
environmental 
and 
sustainability 
considerations 

Explore the consequences arising from a 
survey of global and national economic 
development. 

 Essays/Tutorial 
papers 

 Tutorial presentation 
and participation   

 Final Exam 
 

5b. Social and 
cultural 
awareness 

Explore the consequences arising from a 
survey of global and economic 
development. 

 Essay/tutorial 
papers 

 Tutorial participation 
and presentation. 

 Final Exam 
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3 LEARNING AND TEACHING ACTIVITIES 

3.1 Approach to Learning and Teaching in the Course 

The philosophy underpinning this course and its Teaching and Learning Strategies are 
based on “Guidelines on Learning that Inform Teaching at UNSW. These guidelines 
may be viewed at: www.guidelinesonlearning.unsw.edu.au.  

3.2 Learning Activities and Teaching Strategies 

The examinable content of the course is defined by the references given in the Lecture 
Schedule, the content of Lectures, and the content of the Tutorial Program. 
 
Lectures 
The purpose of Lectures is to provide a logical structure for the topics that make up the 
course; to emphasize the important concepts and methods of each topic, and to 
provide relevant examples to which the concepts and methods are applied. 
 
Tutorials 
Tutorials are an integral part of the subject. Tutorial discussion will build on the material 
discussed in class with the lecturer.  
 
Out-of-Class Study 
While students may have preferred individual learning strategies, it is important to note 
that most learning will be achieved outside of class time. Lectures can only provide a 
structure to assist your study, and tutorial time is limited. 
 
An “ideal” strategy (on which the provision of the course materials is based) might 
include: 

 Reading of the relevant chapter(s) of the text and any readings before the 
lecture. This will give you a general idea of the topic area. 

 Attendance at lectures. Here the context of the topic in the course and the 
important elements of the topic are identified. The relevance of the topic should 
be explained.  

 Attending tutorials and contributing actively to the discussion. 
 

  

http://www.guidelinesonlearning.unsw.edu.au/
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4 ASSESSMENT 

4.1 Assessment Details 

 
Assessment will consist of:  
 

Assessment Task Weighting Length Due date 

Essay 1  20% See 4.4 below TBC 

Essay 2 20% See 4.4 below TBC    

Tutorial participation and 
presentation 

20% See 4.3 below Ongoing 

Final examination 40% 2 hours During Formal Exam 
Period 

Total 
 

100%   

 
To be eligible for a passing grade in this course, students must:  
 

 Achieve a composite mark of at least 50 per cent; AND  

 Satisfactorily complete the two essays; AND  

 Attend 80% of tutorials (see below); AND  

 Achieve a satisfactory level of performance in the final exam. This usually 
means a minimum mark of 50 per cent. Any student having an overall mark of 
50 or more but less than 50 per cent in the final examination will be given an UF 
grade (unsatisfactory fail).  

 

4.2 Tutorial Attendance  

If, owing to illness or other exceptional circumstances, you are unable to attend your 
usual tutorial, you may try to attend another tutorial in the same week. However, you 
are required to attend your usual tutorial class at least 9 times during the session to 
meet the requirement for 80% attendance. This allows for occasional absence due to 
minor illness and other reasons, hence special consideration applications will not 
reduce this requirement.  
 
Students should also note that, in certain circumstances, such as where a request for 
special consideration is made in relation to assessment items, tutorial attendance will 
be taken into account in determining your final assessment or whether special 
consideration is granted.  
 

4.3 Essays  

Each student will write two essays of at least 1500 words each. Essays should be well 
presented, typed, cite references in the text or as footnotes, and contain a bibliography.      

 

The purpose of this assessment task is to develop skills in understanding and 
analysing important questions in global and Australian economic development. The 
purpose of writing these essays is to develop your capacity to build a logical and 
coherent argument in literary form and to extend your knowledge of the subject. Essay 
writing is one of the most important ways of learning in any subject. It is also a skill 
employers expect you to have acquired while at University. 
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4.3.1 Submission Procedure for Essays 
 
Students are required to submit an electronic copy of the essay on Moodle. Instructions 
for the return of essays submitted electronically will be communicated to students by 
the course coordinator. In addition, they should submit a hardcopy of the essay to their 
tutor.       
 
It is the student's responsibility to keep a copy of their work in case of loss. 
All electronic copies of essays will checked for plagiarism on the Turnitin software into 
which they are uploaded. See notes on Plagiarism below and also note that the Turnitin 
software will automatically check against all other assignments submitted. 
 

4.3.2 Late Submission of Essays 
 
All essays must be submitted by the due date unless an extension of time has been 
granted. The penalty for late submission is five marks per day late, including 
weekends. This means if an assignment is allocated a mark of 15 and is 1 day late the 
mark given will be 10. Essays submitted five days past the due date will not be marked.  
 
Waiver of the penalties for late submission will be considered only in extreme 
circumstances. Applications for special consideration for the essays must be lodged 
online through myUNSW (Log into myUNSW and go to My Student Profile tab > My 
Student Services channel > Online Services > Special Consideration). Then submit the 
originals or certified copies of your completed Professional Authority form (pdf - 
download here) and any supporting documentation to Student Central.  
 
Any student, who for reasons of serious illness cannot submit before the 
submission, will need full and convincing documentation of that illness, 
specifically a valid medical certificate which covers the period 4 days prior to the 
submission deadline.  
 
In cases where students have applied for special consideration, assignments must still 
be submitted within five days of the submission date or they will not be marked. Special 
consideration will only allow a waiver of part of the late penalty: one day’s penalty for 
each two days of illness.  

  

https://my.unsw.edu.au/student/academiclife/ProfessionalAuthority.pdf
https://my.unsw.edu.au/student/academiclife/ProfessionalAuthority.pdf
https://my.unsw.edu.au/student/atoz/SpecialConsideration.html#Supportingdocumentation
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4.4 Final Exam Format  

 
A two hour Final Examination will be held in the University’s Examination Period. The 
examination will require essay-type answers to three questions. All material covered in 
the lectures and tutorials is examinable. 
 
            

4.5 Quality Assurance 

 
The ASB is actively monitoring student learning and quality of the student experience in 
all its programs. A random selection of completed assessment tasks may be used for 
quality assurance, such as to determine the extent to which program learning goals are 
being achieved. The information is required for accreditation purposes, and aggregated 
findings will be used to inform changes aimed at improving the quality of ASB 
programs. All material used for such processes will be treated as confidential and will 
not be related to course grades. 
 
 

5 COURSE EVALUATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

 
Each year feedback is sought from students and other stakeholders about the courses 
offered in the School and continual improvements are made based on this feedback.  
UNSW's Course and Teaching Evaluation and Improvement (CATEI) Process is one of 
the ways in which student evaluative feedback is gathered. You are strongly 
encouraged to take part in the feedback process. 
 

 

6 COURSE RESOURCES 

The website for this course is on UNSW Moodle at: 
https://moodle.telt.unsw.edu.au/login/index.php 
 
The textbook for this course is: 
Barrie Dyster and David Meredith (second edition, 2012), Australia in the global 
economy: Continuity and change, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
    
 
 

  

https://moodle.telt.unsw.edu.au/login/index.php
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7 COURSE SCHEDULE 

7.1 Lecture schedule 

 
Lectures start in Week 1 and finish in Week 12.  
 

LECTURE SCHEDULE 

Week Topic Reference 

Week 1 
3 March 

The First Global Economy Dyster and Meredith, chapter 2 

Week 2 
10 March 

The Great War, Recovery and Great 
Depression 

Chapter 4 

Week 3 
17 March 

Australian Economic Development until 
the Second World War 

Chapters 3, 5 and 6 

Week 4 
24 March 

Reconstructing International Economies Chapter 7 

Week 5 
31 March 

East Asian Exceptionalism -------------- 

Week 6 
7 April 

The Global Commons ---------------- 

Week 7 
14 April 

 Australian Post=War Reconstruction Chapters 8 and 9 

Mid-Semester break: 18 April – 27 April 

Week 8 
28 April 

World DeRegulation and Business Cycles Chapter 10 

Week 9 

5 May 
DeRegulating Australia Chapters 11 and 13 

Week 10 
12 May 

Booms and Busts 1987-2008 Chapter 12 

Week 11 

19 May 
Remedies for Crises Chapter 14 

Week 12 
26 May 

The State of Play in 2014 ----------------- 

Week 13 
2 June 

NO LECTURES  
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7.2 Tutorial Schedule 

 

Tutorials start in Week 2 and finish in Week 13.  
 

TUTORIAL SCHEDULE 

Week Topic Reference 

Week 1 
3 March 

NO TUTORIALS  

Week 2 
10 March 

The First Global Economy 
Dyster and Meredith, chapters 

1 and 2 

Week 3 
17 March 

The Great Depression Chapter 4 

Week 4 
24 March 

Australian Economic Development 
between two World Wars 

Chapters 5 and 6 

Week 5 
31 March 

Bretton Woods and the Cold War Chapter 7 

Week 6 
7 April 

A Miracle in East Asia? --------------- 

Week 7 
14 April 

 The Global Commons   ----------------- 

Mid-Semester break: 18 April – 27 April 

Week 8 
28 April 

Australia Reconstructed Chapters 8 and 9 

Week 9 

5 May 
A DeRegulated World? Chapter 10 

Week 10 
12 May 

A DeRegulated Australia? Chapters 11 and 13 

Week 11 

19 May 
The Global Crisis Chapter 12 

Week 12 
26 May 

Remedies for the Crisis Chapters 12 and 14  

Week 13 
2 June 

Winners and Losers in 2014 ----------------- 

 


