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Course-Specific Information 
 
 
 
The Business School expects that you are familiar with the contents of this 
course outline. You must also be familiar with the Course Outlines Policies 
webpage which contains key information on: 

• Program Learning Goals and Outcomes 
• Academic Integrity and Plagiarism 
• Student Responsibilities and Conduct 
• Special Consideration 
• Student Support and Resources  

 
This webpage can be found on the Business School website: 
https://www.business.unsw.edu.au/degrees-courses/course-outlines/policies 
 

School of Banking & Finance 
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COURSE-SPECIFIC INFORMATION 
 
1 STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 
Lecturer-in-charge:  
Dr. Jianfeng Shen 
Room: ASB 309 (West Wing, please use the lift in the main lobby of Business School 
building) 
Phone No: 9385 4581 
Email: jianfeng.shen@unsw.edu.au 
Consultation Hours: online via discussion forum or online consultation by appointment; 
See course Moodle page for details. 
 
 
2 COURSE DETAILS 

2.1 Teaching Times and Locations 
Online lectures start on 4th December 2017. See course Moodle page for the times and 
other details. 

2.2 Units of Credit 
The course is worth 6 units of credit. 

2.3 Summary of Course  
The unifying theme in this course is the application of modern finance theory to the 
financial decision making and management of financial institutions, especially 
commercial banks. The subject of decision-making in financial institutions is approached 
from a risk perspective. The course covers the major decision areas for financial 
institution management within the framework of a regulatory and "corporate responsible" 
environment.  The main topics covered are various financial risks and their management 
including interest rate risk, credit risk, liquidity risk, foreign exchange risk and market risk 
within an Australian and international context. 

2.4 Course Aims and Relationship to Other Courses 
The course provides a cornerstone to many of the other courses offered in the School of 
Banking and Finance. It builds on the basics of capital markets functions introduced in 
FINS1612 Capital Markets and Institutions. The course also prepares students who wish 
to study risk management oriented courses such as FINS3650 International Banking, 
FINS3636 Interest Rate Risk Management and FINS3634 Credit Analysis and Lending. 

2.5 Student Learning Outcomes  
The Course Learning Outcomes are what you should be able to DO by the end of this 
course if you participate fully in learning activities and successfully complete the 
assessment items.  
 
By the end of this course, you should be able to: 

1. Identify the main types of risk confronted by financial institutions; 
2. Apply relevant techniques to measure and manage those risks;  
3. Understand the main regulations and operations of financial institutions within 

such regulations;  
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4. Engage in informed discussion of some of the contemporary issues in an 
Australian and international context, affecting financial institutions and their 
owners, managers, employees and customers;  

The Learning Outcomes in this course also help you to achieve some of the overall 
Program Learning Goals and Outcomes for all undergraduate students in the Business 
School. Program Learning Goals are what we want you to BE or HAVE by the time you 
successfully complete your degree (e.g. ‘be an effective team player’). You 
demonstrate this by achieving specific Program Learning Outcomes - what you are 
able to DO by the end of your degree (e.g. ‘participate collaboratively and responsibly 
in teams’).  

For more information on Program Learning Goals and Outcomes, see the School’s 
Course Outlines Policies webpage available at 
https://www.business.unsw.edu.au/degrees-courses/course-outlines/policies  

The following table shows how your Course Learning Outcomes relate to the overall 
Program Learning Goals and Outcomes, and indicates where these are assessed (they 
may also be developed in tutorials and other activities): 

Program Learning Goals 
and Outcomes 

Course Learning Outcomes Course Assessment 
Item 

This course helps you to 
achieve the following 
learning goals for all 
Business undergraduate 
students: 

On successful completion of the 
course, you should be able to: 

This learning 
outcome will be 
assessed in the 
following items: 

1 Knowledge 1, 2, 3, 4 • Problem 
discussions 

• In-lecture quizzes 
• Exam 

2 Critical thinking and 
problem solving 

1, 2, 4 • Problem 
discussions 

• In-lecture quizzes 
• Exam 

3a Written 
communication 

2, 4 Part of Problem 
discussions and 
exam, but not 
separately assessed. 

3b Oral communication 2, 4 Part of Problem 
discussions but not 
separately assessed. 

4 Teamwork   Not specifically 
assessed 

5a. Ethical, social and 
environmental 
responsibility 

4 Not specifically 
assessed 

5b. Social and cultural 
awareness 

4 Not specifically 
assessed 

 
 

https://www.business.unsw.edu.au/degrees-courses/course-outlines/policies


 3 

     

business.unsw.edu.au  
 
CRICOS Code 00098G 

3 LEARNING AND TEACHING ACTIVITIES 

3.1 Approach to Learning and Teaching in the Course 
Independent learning from students is expected. The course will draw on concepts, 
issues and practical information from the textbook, academic and financial press articles, 
as well as websites of relevant financial services regulators. Students are therefore 
required to read and understand these materials and their relevance. Students are also 
expected to extend and apply their knowledge acquired in the lecture to current issues 
discussed in the financial press. 
 
A large part of the course is quantitative in nature, which reflects the skills required to 
work in today banking and other financial services environments. In-class discussion 
sessions are designed so that students can practice their problem-solving skills and 
receive appropriate feedback. It is essential that students utilise these discussion times 
to actively participate in the discussion of prescribed questions and raise questions with 
lecturers regarding areas where further reviews are necessary.  

3.2 Learning Activities and Teaching Strategies 
The course consists of two three-hour sessions delivered each week through a 
combination of lecture and discussion. These sessions will complement the compulsory 
text and other readings for the course by (1) outlining the main issues relevant to the 
topic, (2) reinforcing the analytical material in the required readings, (3) introducing 
relevant material not adequately covered in the text, and (4) drawing on recent 
developments in financial system markets both in Australia and globally. 
   
After each lecture, students will be given a list of discussion questions from the lecture 
and are required to attempt to answer the prescribed discussion questions and to join 
the online discussion session moderated by the lecturer. 
 
 
4 ASSESSMENT 

4.1 Formal Requirements 
In order to pass this course, you must: 

• achieve a composite mark of at least 50; 

4.2 Assessment Details 
Assessment Task Weighting Length Due Date 
In-lecture quiz 1 20% 1 hour 10-11am, 9-Jan-2018 

In-lecture quiz 2 20% 1 hour 10-11am, 25-Jan-2018 

Final Exam 60% 2 hours University Exam Period 

Total 100%   
 
In-lecture quizzes: open-book online tests 
The 1st online quiz will run during the first hour of lecture 7. It will cover topics in 
lectures 1 to 5 (inclusively) and comprises of 20 questions.  
The 2nd online quiz will run during the first hour of lecture 12. It will cover topics in 
lectures 6 to 11 (inclusively) and comprises of 20 questions.  
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Both quizzes will be open-book ones, and thus you will be allowed to use any lecture 
materials and online materials. However, you will have to attempt quizzes 
independently by your own, and only one attempt will be allowed. If necessary, the 
lecturer may ask you to explain your answers in a short video or in person. Any 
evidence of not attempting quizzes interpedently, once verified, will result in zero 
overall mark in this course and the case being reported to the school for further 
disciplinary actions.  
 
Final exam: close-book centralized exam 
The final exam will cover topics in lectures 1 to 11 (inclusively).  
A specific announcement about final exam will be posted on the course website. 
Please check your MyUNSW for the centralized announcement about the time and 
venue toward the end of teaching period.  

4.3 Special Consideration 
For information on Special Consideration please refer to the Business School’s Course 
Outlines Policies webpage. 
 

Applications for special consideration in relation to the final exam must be lodged online 
through myUNSW. Please follow the link provided above for the application procedure 
and policies. Applications for special consideration in relation to the final exam will be 
considered by a Business School Faculty panel. If the Faculty panel grants a special 
consideration request, this will entitle the student to sit a supplementary examination. 
No other form of consideration will be granted. 
 
Applications for special consideration related to in-lecture quizzes must be lodged 
online through myUNSW within 3 business days of the quiz. Applications for 
special consideration in relation to the in-lecture quizzes will be considered by the 
lecturer-in-charge, following similar rules adopted by the Business School Special 
Consideration panel. If a special consideration is granted for a student, the quiz mark 
will be calculated at the end of the semester proportionately based on the overall 
performance on all other assessments in the course. 
 
Quality Assurance 
The Business School is actively monitoring student learning and quality of the student 
experience in all its programs. A random selection of completed assessment tasks 
may be used for quality assurance, such as to determine the extent to which program 
learning goals are being achieved. The information is required for accreditation 
purposes, and aggregated findings will be used to inform changes aimed at improving 
the quality of Business School programs. All material used for such processes will be 
treated as confidential. 

 
  

https://www.business.unsw.edu.au/degrees-courses/course-outlines/policies
https://www.business.unsw.edu.au/degrees-courses/course-outlines/policies
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5 COURSE RESOURCES 
The website for this course is on Moodle at: 
http://moodle.telt.unsw.edu.au  
Students are expected to log in to the course website regularly to download course 
materials, read course announcements, and participate in the discussion board. 
Students will also need to attend online lectures and attempt online quizzes through the 
course website.  
 
The prescribed textbook is Anthony Saunders and Marcia Millon Cornett, “Financial 
Institutions Management: A Risk Management Approach”, 8th Edition, McGraw-Hill, 
2014. It is available at the University Bookshop. 
 
 
6 COURSE EVALUATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
Each year feedback is sought from students and other stakeholders about the courses 
offered in the School and continual improvements are made based on this feedback. 
UNSW's myExperience survey is one of the ways in which student evaluative feedback 
is gathered. In this course, we will seek your feedback through end of semester 
myExperience responses and direct communication with the lecturer. Feedback from 
previous students indicated that online lectures needed to be more interactive. As a 
result of this feedback, we will conduct live and interactive online lectures via Collaborate 
Ultra conferencing tool to enable students to participate in discussions during lectures in 
real time.  

  

http://moodle.telt.unsw.edu.au/
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7 COURSE SCHEDULE 
COURSE SCHEDULE  

Lecture/Date Lecture Topic Discussion Topic Resources Other Activities/ 
Assessment 

Lecture 1 
5-Dec-2017 

Financial Service 
Industry & 

Specialness of FIs 
NO TUTORIALS Chapter 1  

Lecture 2 
7-Dec-2017 Interest Rate Risk I Problem set 1 on 

Lecture 1 Chapter 8 & 9  

Lecture 3 
12-Dec-2017 Interest Rate Risk II Problem set 2 on 

Lecture 2 Chapter 8 & 9  

Lecture 4 
14-Dec-2017 Market Risk Problem set 3 on 

Lecture 3 Chapter 15  

Christmas shutdown: 20 Dec 2017 - 1 Jan 2018 
Teaching recess: 16 Dec 2017 - 1 Jan 2018 

Lecture 5 
2-Jan-2018 

Foreign Exchange 
Risk 

Problem set 4 on 
Lecture 4 Chapter 13  

Lecture 6 
4-Jan-2018 

Sovereign Risk 
Liquidity Risk I 

Problem set 5 on 
Lecture 5 Chapter 14 &12  

Lecture 7 
9-Jan-2018 Liquidity Risk II Problem set 6 on 

Lecture 6 Chapter 18 &19 In-lecture quiz 1 

Lecture 8 
11-Jan-2018 Credit Risk I Problem set 7 on 

Lecture 7 Chapter 10  

Lecture 9 
16-Jan-2018 Credit Risk II Problem set 8 on 

Lecture 8 Chapter 11  

Lecture 10 
18-Jan-2018 Capital Adequacy Problem set 9 on 

Lecture 9 Chapter 20  

Lecture 11 
23-Jan-2018 Securitisation Problem set 10 on 

Lecture 10 Chapter 26  

Lecture 12 
25-Jan-2018 Review Problem set 11 on 

Lecture 11  In-lecture quiz 2 

UNSW key dates for Summer Term: 

Summer Term U1C 

Teaching period 4 Dec 2017 – 25 Jan 2018 

Study period 27 Jan – 1 Feb 2018 

Exam period 2 – 6 Feb 2018 

    
Holidays & Observances:  
Christmas shutdown: 20 Dec 2017 - 1 Jan 2018 
‘Australia Day’ holiday: Friday 26 Jan 2017 

https://student.unsw.edu.au/calendar
https://student.unsw.edu.au/calendar
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