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1. STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Staff Room Phone Email 

Bruce Gordon ASB 645 9385-3825 b.gordon@unsw.edu.au  

 

Communication with Staff 

It is preferable that you consult with the lecturer during his consultation time.  Outside 
consultation hours your lecturer may not be able to see you.   

Consultation hours will be Thursday 2:15 – 3:30.  Urgent or short consultations are 
always possible outside consultation hours if the lecturer is on campus; you should 
either call or email and inquire if it is possible to see me at that time. 

Guidelines for consultation 

Email with the lecturer should be limited to short questions that can be answered with a 
primarily “yes/no” answer.  Student questions that require a detailed response should 
be sent to the lecturer accompanied with a request for an appointment for a 
consultation.   

In the initial lecturers, students will be asked if they are interested in setting up a 
discussion forum in Blackboard for students to be able to post and respond to other 
student’s questions.  If the response from students is positive and the discussion forum 
established, then the more detailed questions should be first posted to that forum.  It is 
usually the case that if one student has a question, other students will be wondering 
about the same topic area, so other student’s postings and the subsequent posted 
answers to your question can help other students as well as yourself. 

When you contact staff by email please:  
 Use your university email if possible, but this is not mandatory. 

 Specify the subject LEGT 3771 and/or ITL as your lecturer teaches more 
than one course. 

 Please sign off using your name. 

Course website 

This course uses Blackboard as a teaching and learning tool.  

This course has a website in Blackboard.  You should check the site a couple of times 
a week. 
 
2. COURSE DETAILS 
 
2.1 Teaching Times and Locations 
 
LECTURE  TIME LOCATION 
Tuesday 12 - 2 pm Mat 308 
 
Tutorials start in Week 2 
 
Tutorials Time Location 
Tutorial 1 Thursday 12 -1 pm ASBus 215 
Tutorial 2 Thursday 1 - 2 pm ASBus 219 
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2.2 Units of Credit 

This course is worth 6 credit points. 

There is no parallel teaching in this course. 
 
2.3 Summary of Course 

This course provides an introduction to the commercial law topics which impact upon 
the information technology sector of commerce (e-commerce).  The specific objectives 
of the course are to: 

 provide a review the operation of the Australian constitutional system in respect to 
division of powers; 

 provide a review of the necessary skills for examination and research of the two 
sources of Australian law - case law (common law precedents) and legislation 
(statutory interpretation); 

 introduce and/or review the basic elements of contract law, the tort of defamation, 
and the legal concept of property; 

 examine in detail the impact of e-commerce on the law of contract with particular 
attention to the formation of contracts online; 

 examine the privacy issues related to computer collected and/or generated data 
and computer systems and networks; 

 in relation to the electronic commerce sector, provide a general understanding of 
the fundamental aspects of the intellectual property regimes of copyright and 
patents; 

 provide a legally based overview of the regulation of the Internet industry in 
Australia, including domain name regulation - through an examination of the role of 
trademarks, the tort of passing off and s 18 of the ACL - and internet content 
regulation; 

 examine the way in which intellectual property subsisting in software is exploited by 
examining the standard methods of licensing computer software (if time permits). 

 
2.4 Course Aims and Relationship to Other Courses 

The aims of this course are to develop your understanding of the structure and key 
principles underlying the Australian legal system and for you to apply this knowledge to 
solving legal problems in specific areas relating to the information technology sector of 
commerce.  

The original course, LEGT 2771 Information Technology Law, was designed in the 
early 1990s primarily as a stand alone course to provide students studying a Business 
Information Technology, Information Systems Management or Computer Science 
major with an introduction to the legal system and specific areas of substantive law 
with which they would come in contact throughout their professional career.   

In its new configuration, LEGT 3771 Information Technology Law has been redesigned 
for Business Law majors and contains much more detail about particular substantive 
areas such as the law of contract, Intellectual Property and computer network 
environments than would be taught in an introductory legal course.  The course is 
structured on a level that assumes no particular technical (as opposed to legal) 
knowledge of the topics to be covered during the session.  As a level 3 Business Law 
course, it is assumed that all students have a complete understanding of the working 
of the Australian legal system and well developed research abilities in both common 
law and statutory law as well as a good understanding of the law of contract and a 
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basic understanding of the law of tort and laws of property.  Students without this 
assumed knowledge should discuss their enrolment in ITL with the Lecturer 
immediately.  

For students who are studying a Business Law or Taxation major, the course provides 
valuable further learning into the impact that information technology has upon the legal 
system together with a more advanced examination of the law of contracts and the 
particular Intellectual Property areas than other undergraduate courses offered by the 
School.  
 
2.5 Student Learning Outcomes 
 

 
ASB Undergraduate Program Learning Goals and Outcomes 

1. Knowledge: Our graduates will have in-depth disciplinary knowledge applicable in local 
and global contexts.  
You should be able to select and apply disciplinary knowledge to business situations in a local 
and global environment. 

2. Critical thinking and problem solving: Our graduates will be critical thinkers and 
effective problem solvers.  
You should be able to identify and research issues in business situations, analyse the issues, and 
propose appropriate and well-justified solutions. 

3. Communication: Our graduates will be effective professional communicators.  
You should be able to: 

a. Prepare written documents  that are clear and concise, using appropriate  style     and 
presentation for the intended audience, purpose and context, and  

b. Prepare  and  deliver  oral  presentations  that  are  clear,  focused, well‐structured,  and 
delivered in a professional manner.    

4. Teamwork: Our graduates will be effective team participants.  
You should be able to participate collaboratively and responsibly in teams, and reflect on your 
own teamwork, and on the team’s processes and ability to achieve outcomes. 

5. Ethical, social and environmental responsibility: Our graduates will have a sound 
awareness of the ethical, social, cultural and environmental implications of business 
practice.  
You should be able to:  

a. Identify  and  assess  ethical,  environmental  and/or  sustainability  considerations  in 
business decision‐making and practice, and  

b. Identify social and cultural implications of business situations. 
 

For more information on the Undergraduate Program Learning Goals and Outcomes, 
see Part B of the course outline.  
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The following table shows how your Course Learning Outcomes relate to the overall 
Program Learning Goals and Outcomes, and indicates where these are assessed (they 
may also be developed in tutorials and other activities): 

Program Learning Goals 
and Outcomes 

Course Learning Outcomes Course Assessment 
Item 

This course helps you to 
achieve the following learning 
goals for all ASB 
undergraduate students: 

On successful completion of the course, you 
should be able to: 

This learning outcome 
will be assessed in the 
following items: 

1  Knowledge  Explain the principles of law covered in the 
course and how they relate to potential 
individual factual circumstances 
encountered in the online business 
environment 

 Tutorial Problems 

 Minor and Major 
Research Papers 

 Tutorial Mini‐exams 

 Final Exam 

2  Critical thinking and 
problem solving 

Analyse a range of legal source material and 
explain how the legal principles identified 
relate to and possibly resolve unique 
individual factual circumstances 
encountered in the online business 
environment 

 Tutorial Problems 

 Minor and Major 
Research Papers 

 Final Exam 

3a  Written 
communication 

Construct written work which is logically 
and professionally presented and relates to 
the factual circumstances proposed. 

 Minor and Major 
Research Papers 

 Tutorial Mini‐exams 

 Final Exam 

3b  Oral communication  Communicate ideas, reading and research in 
a succinct, relevant and clear manner. 

 Tutorial Problems 

 Major Research 
Paper Presentation 

4  Teamwork   Not specifically addressed in this course.  Not specifically 
assessed. 

5a.  Ethical, environmental 
and sustainability 
responsibility 

Identify and assess ethical considerations in 
problems relating to contract formation on 
the internet, copyright and patent laws and 
domain name registration. 

 Tutorial Problems 

 Minor and Major 
Research Papers 

 Final Exam 

5b.  Social and cultural 
awareness 

Identify and discuss any social and cultural 
impacts and/or historical developments 
that shape the legal rules examined in the 
course. 

 Tutorial Problems 

 Minor and Major 
Research Papers 

 Final Exam 

 
3. LEARNING AND TEACHING ACTIVITIES 
 
3.1 Approach to Learning and Teaching in the Course 

This course is conducted with the aim of promoting student-centred learning.  This aim 
will be achieved by requiring students to engage with the topics presented in the 
course through independent reading of the textbook, course materials and research in 
daily newspapers and/or on the internet as part of the weekly readings.  While the 



Information Technology Law  LEGT3771   5

assessment in this course is designed to test student’s knowledge of the key principles 
that establish the framework of common commercial transactions in the areas related 
to the information technology sector of commerce, the primary focus of the assessment 
regime is to determine the level of sensitivity that students develop to the legal issues 
that will confront them in their subsequent careers.  
 
3.2 Learning Activities and Teaching Strategies 

Lectures 

Lectures are an essential part of learning.  Lectures in this course will create the 
framework from which student may then pursue detail in their reading of the textbook, 
course materials and tutorial materials. 

You should not assume that material not covered in the lectures is either unimportant 
or not subject to assessment.  The final exam may cover all material dealt with in the 
course including the lectures, tutorials, the textbook and reading materials and student 
paper presentations.  

Tutorials 

Tutorials are initially to help the student in the delineation of their chosen research 
topic.  Subsequent to that process, tutorials will engage students in the substantive 
areas of law encountered in the course by encouraging problem solving and application 
of the legal areas covered in a practical setting.  A separate indicative tutorial program 
will be handed out at the start of tutorials in Week 2. 
 
4. ASSESSMENT 
4.1 Formal Requirements 

In order to pass this course, you must: 
 achieve a total mark of at least 50/100; and 
 make a satisfactory attempt at all assessment tasks. 

Satisfactory Performance in All Aspects of Assessment 

While there is no requirement that a student attain 50% or more for each piece of 
assessment; there is however, a requirement that the student achieve a result that 
indicates the student genuinely attempted the assessment.  Where a student achieves 
a total mark of 50/100 or more in the course, but fails to demonstrate a satisfactory 
level of performance in each form of assessment, the student may be awarded a UF 
grade (unsatisfactory fail).  An example of unsatisfactory performance is failing to 
complete an assessment task (e.g. failing to submit an assignment, or failing to 
attempt to complete the final exam).  
 
4.2 Assessment Details 
 

Assessment Task Weighting Length Due Date 

Tutorial Mini Exams (4 
total, best 3 out of 4 exams) 3 x 5% = 15 7 to 10 minutes 

In Tutorial class, 
not before week 4 

Minor Research Paper 
Part 1:  5  
Part 2: 15     20 

1,100 to 1,500 words Part 1: 13 Aug (Wk 3) 
Part 2: 3 Sept (Wk 6) 

Major Research Paper 35 2,000 to 2,500 words Noon, Tuesday 8 Oct 
(Week 10)  

Research Paper 
presentation 

Choice of  0, 5 or 
10 marks 

15 minutes with power 
point slides 

In Week 13 Lecture or 
Tutorial (3 hour class) 

Final Exam 30 2.5 hours maximum Thursday, 7 Nov  



Information Technology Law  LEGT3771   6

 
4.3 Assessment Format 

Tutorial Mini Exams 
There will be four (4) compulsory mini examinations given in tutorials during the 
session which will be unannounced and based on the tutorial questions/work for the 
tutorial or the previous week’s tutorial.  The exams will consist of short answer 
questions and will each be worth 5% of the total mark.  These will be closed book 
examinations.  Students absent in the tutorial on the date of the mini exam will have 0 
marks recorded for that mini exam.  The mini exam will start no earlier than 5 minutes 
after the hour that the tutorial commences and students arriving late to tutorial will be 
given only the remaining allotted time to complete the mini exam.  There will be no 
mini exams until at least week 4 of the session, and students will be advised in 
advance when the mini exams may start.  Students will be marked on the highest 3 
mini exam scores attained out of the 4 mini exams given.  There will be no 
supplementary or make up mini exam should a student miss a mini exam 
because only the best 3 out of the 4 mini exam results will be used for assessment 
purposes. 
 
Minor Research Paper 

The Minor Research Paper will examine the contract formation issues on a Australian 
website selling goods or services chosen by each student.  Auction websites (eg E-
Bay), airline websites and mobile phone plan websites are not suited to this 
assessment.   

The first part of the Minor RP will be a 300 to 500 word detailed technical description of 
each of the steps required by a customer to make, starting at the home page of the 
chosen website through to the purchase of goods or services from that website.  This 
description is due on at the start of lecture on Tuesday 13 August (Week 3) and will be 
marked out of 5 marks.  No more than 4 screen shots may be used in the description.  
Minor RP Part 1 must be added (included as the ‘Introduction’) to the second part of 
the Minor RP when the second part is submitted.   

The second part of the Minor RP is an application of the laws of contract to the steps 
identified in the first part of the Minor RP to determine how a contract is formed to 
purchase goods from the web site.  This is best accomplished by asking the following 
questions and applying identified legal theory to each step identified for the purchase: 
 When, how and by whom is the offer made?   
 What are the terms of the offer of contract for purchase (if available, the terms 

should be printed or copied and submitted as an attachment to your assignment); 
how are the terms incorporated into the contract; and what effect, if any, do the 
terms have on the formation of the contract? 

 When, how and by whom is acceptance of the offer given?   
 When, exactly (ie by what action and at what time), is the contract for purchase by 

the customer formed? 
This second part of the Minor RP has a word limit of 800 – 1, 000 words (not including 
Part 1 words) and is due at the start of tutorial class on Tuesday 3 September (Week 6) 
and will be marked out of 15 marks. 
 
Major Research Paper 

The topic for each student’s Major Research Paper will be agreed as a result of 
consultation between the lecturer and the student in an area of technology interest, as 
far as possible within the perimeters of the course's content, to the student.  Computer 
and/or internet crime topics are not within the course content.  The proposed 
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length of the Major Research Paper is between 2,000 to 2,500 words.  Students may 
work in groups of 2 students in preparing a single Major Research Paper.  Where a 
group Major Research Paper is submitted the word limit of 2,000 to 2,500 words is 
doubled.  Directions as to form and content of a Major Research Paper are contained 
in the Style Guide handed out to students.  A penalty of up to 10 marks out of the 
possible 35 marks available for the Major Research Paper may be deducted from the 
final mark of the paper for failure to properly prepare and submit an Outline and 
Literature Review (see key milestones below).  The Major Research Paper is to be 
handed to the lecturer, at the latest, by Noon on Tuesday, 8 October (Week 10).  The 
Major Research Paper must also be submitted electronically through Turnitin in 
Blackboard by 2:30 pm on Tuesday 8 October.   

Schedule of key milestones for Minor and Major Research Papers 

Wk Date Requirement 

2 

6 Aug 5 pm 
(Friday) 
By email 
attachment 

Major RP: Single sentence description of the area of research interest 
[names of Group members if Group Paper is proposed (max 2 students per 
group)]  

Submitted electronically as an A4 page email attachment to the Lecturer 
with Name and Student number in top right corner 

3 
13 Aug 
(Tue) 
In lecture 

Minor RP: Part 1 - Full technical description of steps required by chosen 
web site to purchase goods (5 marks) 

3 
15 Aug 
(Thur) 

Major RP: 10 minute meeting appointment with lecturer, review of Single 
sentence research area (in lieu of scheduled Tutorial class for Week 3.  
There will be no scheduled tutorials in Week 3) 

4 
7 Aug 
(Tue) 
In lecture 

Major RP: Full descriptive paragraph of research paper topic, incorporating 
discussed suggestions made in meeting with lecturer on 15th August 

Hand in typed on A4 paper, including original Single sentence,  
ALSO submitted electronically as an email attachment to the Lecturer

6 
3 Sept 
Noon, In 
lecture 

Minor RP: Part 2 (incorporating Part 1) - Legal analysis of contract 
formation issues resulting in purchase goods of chosen web site (15 marks) 

ALSO submitted electronically in Turnitin in Blackboard by 2:30 pm 

8 
17 Sept 
(Tue) 
In lecture 

Major RP: Point form Outline of Research Paper with Literature Review 
(due at start of Lecture) 

Typed on A4 paper, including Single sentence and Descriptive Paragraph, 
ALSO submitted electronically as an email attachment to the Lecturer 

10 
8 Oct 
(Tue) 

Major Research Paper (due at Noon) 

ALSO submitted electronically in Turnitin in Blackboard by 2:30 pm 
 
Class presentation of Research Papers 

A selection of the most relevant and/or interesting research papers will be presented to 
class during lecture in Week 13.  To optimise the time available for presentations, the 
last lecture class will be extended to 3 hours and no tutorial will be held.  The exact 
timing of this 3 hour class will be discussed prior to the class.  Students selected to 
present their papers will be able to nominate the weighting of the marks for the class 
presentation of the paper from any of 0, 5 or 10 marks.  The marks for presentation will 
reduce the student’s final exam weighting in direct proportion to that chosen for the 
weighting of the presentation mark by the student.  Students whose papers are not 
selected for presentation will have the final exam marked out of 30 marks. 
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Final Exam 

The final examination will be a closed book exam. . The final exam is tentatively 
scheduled to be held on Thursday 7th of November.  The final exam will contain up to 
five questions selected from a group of up to ten questions handed out in the last 
Lecture in week 13 and posted on Blackboard after that class.  The exam may contain 
both problem and essay type questions.  The questions on the final exam may, in part, 
be based upon the student papers that are presented in class.   

NOTE: 

Allocation of marks will not be optimised in the sense that the nominated allocation for 
each chosen assessment mode must be made by the student at or prior to that 
assessment being undertaken or submitted and cannot subsequently be changed.  
 
4.4 Assignment Submission Procedure  

The Research Papers and Key Milestones (see above - except the ‘Sentence’) are 
submitted in hard copy to the Lecturer at the beginning of class on the due date typed 
single sided on A4 paper.  The Major Paper Key Milestones are also required to be 
submitted as an email attachment to the Lecturer.  The Minor Paper Part 2 and the 
Major Paper are also to be submitted electronically in Blackboard using the Turnitin 
function.  Further detailed information as to form, style and file naming is contained in 
the separate Style Guide which will be handed out to students. 
 
4.5 Late Submission 

Assignments that are submitted after the due date and time without prior written 
approval will have 10% DEDUCTED PER DAY LATE.  For example, if you deliver your 
Major Research Paper assignment (worth 35 marks) at 5 pm on the due date you may 
lose 3.5 marks from your final score.  Any student who fails to submit their Major 
Research Paper assignment will fail the course. 

If circumstances beyond your control mean that you cannot complete the assessment 
by the due date you should make an application for special consideration (see below). 
These applications are reserved for illness or misadventure, not work commitments. 
WORK COMMITMENTS ARE NOT A VALID REASON FOR SPECIAL 
CONSIDERATION APPLICATIONS. 

If you foresee that you will have problems submitting the assignment on time you 
should contact the Lecturer-in-charge immediately.  Only the Lecturer-in-charge can 
grant an extension for the assignments.   

Do not wait until the due date to ask for an extension.  Extensions are very rarely 
granted on the due date itself.   
 
Quality Assurance 
The ASB is actively monitoring student learning and quality of the student experience in all its 
programs. A random selection of completed assessment tasks may be used for quality 
assurance, such as to determine the extent to which program learning goals are being 
achieved. The information is required for accreditation purposes, and aggregated findings will 
be used to inform changes aimed at improving the quality of ASB programs. All material used 
for such processes will be treated as confidential and will not be related to course grades. 

 
5.  COURSE RESOURCES 

Primary Source Materials   (“Edited Legislation”) 

A photocopied booklet of relevant primary source materials “Edited Legislation” will be 
available for students by Week 5 as required reading during the course.  The Edited 
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Legislation will be referred to, at times extensively, during lecture and tutorial 
discussions.  Students are expected to bring this booklet to each lecture and tutorial 
meeting.  Students will be able to bring the Edited Legislation into the Final Exam 
provided it is unannotated, other than highlighting and underlining. 

In such a rapidly developing and wide-ranging area of law, it may also be necessary 
for further reading material to be handed out to students during the course of the 
session. Students will also be given and referred to readings from various texts, 
journals and WWW sites as well as a limited number of legal decisions which may be 
linked to on the course web page. 

Textbook 

Fitzgerald et al., Internet and E-Commerce Law, Business and Policy, 2011, Thomson 
Reuters Lawbook Co. 

Recommended books that cover the most heavily traversed topics are: 

Ricketson, Richardson & Davison, Intellectual Property, Cases, Material and 
Commentary, 5th ed, 2013, Lexis Nexis Butterworths 

Sainsbury, Annotated Copyright Act, 2004, Thompson/Law Book Co 

Bucknell, Beattie, Goatcher and Rofe, Australian Patent Law, 2004, LexisNexis 
Butterworths 

Davison, Monotti and Wiseman, Australian Intellectual Property Law, 2008, Cambridge U. 
Press 

Van Caenegem, Intellectual and Industrial Property in Australia, 2009, LexisNexis 
Butterworths 

Elkington, Hall and Kell, Annotated Trade Marks Act 1995, 2010, LexisNexis 
Butterworths 

Bainbridge, Intellectual Property 6th ed,  2007, Pearson Longman. (UK) 

Fitzgerald and Fitzgerald, Intellectual Property in principle, 2004, Thompson Law Book 
Co 

Calvert, Technology Contracts; A Handbook for Law and Business in Australia, 2nd ed., 
2002, Butterworths 

Doyle and Bagaric, Privacy Law in Australia, 2005, Federation Press 

McGinness, Intellectual Property Commercialisation, 2003, Butterworths 

Forder and Quirk, Electronic Commerce and the Law, 2nd ed., 2003, John Wiley & 
Sons Australia, Ltd 

Graw, An Introduction to the Law of Contract, 5th ed., 2005, Thompson/Law Book Co 

Khoury & Yamouni, Understanding Contract Law, 8th ed, 2010 (Butterworths) 

Stewart, Griffith and Bannister, Intellectual Property in Australia, 4 ed, 2010, 
LexisNexis Butterworths 

Lim, Cyberspace Law, Commentary and Materials, 2nd ed., 2007, Oxford Univ. Press 

Copyright Law Review Committee, Computer Software Protection, 1995, 
Commonwealth Government (AGPS) 

Fitzgerald, et al editors, Going Digital 2000; Legal issues for e-commerce, software 
and the internet, 2nd ed, 2000, Prospect Media Pty Ltd 
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For the introductory parts of the course, reference should be made to chapters 1-6: 
Terry and Giugni, Business and the Law, 5rthedition, 2009, Thompson   

or to either of the following: 

Carvan, Understanding the Australian Legal System, 5th ed. 2005 (Law Book Co) 

Chisholm and Nettheim Understanding Law 6th ed., 2002 

for students who have no previous legal studies background. 

References 

There are numerous references for a course with the scope of Information Technology 
Law, too many to reproduce efficiently here, however some of the more important are: 

Privacy Law & Policy Reporter (PLPR) (monthly review and news letter) available as 
an archive on http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/PLPR/  For current months go to 
Law Library 

Australian eBusines Guide, 2nd edition, 2002, CCH 

NSW Law Reform Commission, Surveillance: An Interim Report, No.98, February 2001 

Commonwealth AG and Minister for Communications and the Arts, Copyright Reform 
and the Digital Agenda, Discussion Paper, 1997, Commonwealth Government (AGPS) 

Copyright Convergence Group, Highways to Change: Copyright in the New 
Communications Environment, 1994, AGPS 

CCH, Australian Industrial & Intellectual Law Reporter, Looseleaf service, CCH 

References Dated, but useful for historical development 

Akindemowo, Information Technology Law in Australia, 1999, Law Book Co.  

Edwards & Waelde, Law & the Internet; regulating cyberspace, 1997 Hart Publishing, 
(UK) [available in Australia through Federation Press] 

Commonwealth Privacy Commissioner, Information Privacy in Australia: A National 
Scheme for Fair Information Practices in the Private Sector, August 1997 

Commonwealth Attorney General, Privacy Protection in the Public Sector, Discussion 
Paper, September 1996 

Klinger & Burnett, Drafting and Negotiating Computer Contracts, 1994, Butterworths 
(UK) 

Electronic Databases 

The UNSW library subscribes to several electronic databases.  Of particular relevance 
to this course are the CCH and LexisNexis databases.  The Halsbury’s Laws of 
Australia in the LexisNexis database is particularly good for a general statement of a 
wide range of legal issues, and should be consulted either on-line or in the UNSW Law 
Library The UNSW library database can be accessed in the Law School Library, or via 
the UNSW website: http://www.unsw.edu.au. 
 
6.  COURSE EVALUATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
Each year feedback is sought from students and other stakeholders about the courses 
offered in the School and continual improvements are made based on this feedback.  
UNSW's Course and Teaching Evaluation and Improvement (CATEI) Process is one of 
the ways in which student evaluative feedback is gathered.  The CATEI and a course 
exit survey will seek your feedback for this course.  Previous student feedback has 
influenced the mode of all assessment for this course this session.   
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7.  COURSE SCHEDULE 
Proposed LECTURE TIMETABLE OUTLINE 

Week Topic  
 

1 - 4 INTRODUCTION AND CONTRACT FORMATION ISSUES  
1  SOURCES OF LAW 

The Constitution, the Courts and the Legislature 
Common Law and the system of precedent 
Statutory interpretation and its rules and the system of precedent 

2 - 4  CONTRACT LAW  
Contract formation issues: Offer and acceptance of terms, 
inclusion of exclusion and limitations on liability clauses, 
signatures (shrink, click and browse wrap terms) 
Acceptance by conduct 
Australian Consumer Law (Unfair contract terms) 

 
5 PRIVACY ISSUES RELATED TO INFORMATION, COMMUNICATIONS AND 

DATA 
Privacy Act 1988 as amended, including the Privacy Amendment (Private 

Sector) Act 2000 (Cth) and yet to commence Privacy Amendment 
(Enhancing Privacy Protection) Act (Cth) 2012 and the Australian 
Privacy Principles 

Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998 (NSW) 
Work Place Surveillance Act 2005 (NSW) 

 
6 - 9 INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY protection for software and content 

6 - 7  COPYRIGHT 
Concept of literary work in relation to software programs and machine 
readable languages 
The Apple case and resultant amendments to the Copyright Act  
"Touch and feel" protection cases in the U.S. and Australia 
Digital Agenda, Computer Program and AUSFTA amendments to the 
Copyright Act 
Peer to peer downloading, Licensing, assignment and other exploitation 

8 - 9  PATENTS 
Concept of “manner of new manufacture” 
‘Raising the Bar’ amendments to Patent Act 
Tests for patentability of software; the IBM and Freeman-Walter-Abele 
tests 
Business methods patents for software, the Catuity, Grant and Bilski 
cases 
Licensing, assignment and other exploitation – patent ‘trolls’ 

 
11 REGULATION IN INFORMATION COMMUNICATION NETWORKS 

TRADEMARKS and the TORT OF PASSING OFF: Domain Names 
Uniform Domain Name Dispute Resolution Policy (UDRP and auDRP) 
The Internet, its constitutional status, standards and regulation 

 
12 Content control on the Internet 

12 Content control on the Internet (Censorship) 
  TORT LAW: Defamation 
 (if time permits) EXPLOITATION OF SOFTWARE INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

Methods of software licensing, ELUA and Open Source 
software, freeware, and beta ware  

13 PRESENTATION OF STUDENTS' RESEARCH PAPERS 
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LECTURE, READING AND TUTORIAL SCHEDULE AND ASSESSMENT DUE DATES 
  

Wk 
Lecture 

Date 
Lecture 

Textbook 
Reading 

Tutorial 
Date 

Tutorial Due 

1 
30July 

Course Overview 
Constitutional Law and 
Statutory interpretation 

Ch 1 
lightly 

 No Tutorials Week 1  

2 
6 Aug 

Contract: Offer and 
acceptance and terms 

Ch 7 8 Aug 
Major and Minor 
Research Paper 
topics discussion 

Major RP 
Sentence 

(Fri) 9 Aug 5 pm 

3 
13 Aug 

E-Business contracts; 
Agency 

Ch 7 15 Aug 
Major RP interviews 
(in lieu of tutorials) 

Minor RP Pt 
1 (Tue) 

4 20 Aug 
Signatures; Unfair 
Contract terms Ch 7 22 Aug 

Contract  Major RP 
Paragraph 

(Tue) 

5 27 Aug Privacy & Tort Ch 8 29 Aug Privacy  

6 3 Sept Copyright Ch 10 5 Sept Copyright 1 Minor RP  
Pt 2 (Tue) 

7 10 Sept Copyright Ch 4 12 Sept Copyright 2  

8 17 Sept Patents Ch 5 19 Sept Patents 1 Major RP 
OL&LR (Tue) 

9 24 Sept Patents Ch 5 26 Sept Patents 2  

MSB 1 Oct   3 Oct   

10 8 Oct No class: MRP due   10 Oct  Major RP 
(Tue) 

11 15 Oct TM & Domain names Ch 5 and 
6 

17 Oct Domain names  

12 22 Oct Content Regulation Ch 3 24 Oct Content Regulation  

13 29 Oct 
Student MRP 
presentations  
(3 hour class on Tue or Thur TBA) 

Papers 
on Black-

board 
31 Oct No Tutorial 

Present 
Major RP if 

selected 

Stu 
Vac    7 Nov Final Exam  
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PART B: KEY POLICIES, STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES AND 
SUPPORT 

 

1. PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS AND OUTCOMES 
The Australian School of Business Program Learning Goals reflect what we want all 
students to BE or HAVE by the time they successfully complete their degree, regardless of 
their individual majors or specialisations. For example, we want all our graduates to HAVE a 
high level of business knowledge, and a sound awareness of ethical, social, cultural and 
environmental implications of business. As well, we want all our graduates to BE effective 
problem-solvers, communicators and team participants. These are our overall learning goals 
for you. 
 
You can demonstrate your achievement of these goals by the specific outcomes you achieve 
by the end of your degree (e.g. be able to analyse and research business problems and 
propose well-justified solutions). Each course contributes to your development of two or 
more program learning goals/outcomes by providing opportunities for you to practise these 
skills and to be assessed and receive feedback. 
 
Program Learning Goals for undergraduate and postgraduate students cover the same key 
areas (application of business knowledge, critical thinking, communication and teamwork, 
ethical, social and environmental responsibility), which are key goals for all ASB students 
and essential for success in a globalised world. However, the specific outcomes reflect 
different expectations for these levels of study. 
 
We strongly advise you to choose a range of courses which assist your development of 
these skills, e.g., courses assessing written and oral communication skills, and to keep a 
record of your achievements against the Program Learning Goals as part of your portfolio.  
 

ASB Undergraduate Program Learning Goals and Outcomes 
 
1. Knowledge: Our graduates will have in‐depth disciplinary knowledge applicable in local and global contexts.  
You should be able to select and apply disciplinary knowledge to business situations in a local and global environment. 
 
2. Critical thinking and problem solving: Our graduates will be critical thinkers and effective problem solvers.  
You should be able to identify and research issues in business situations, analyse the issues, and propose appropriate and 
well‐justified solutions. 
 
3. Communication: Our graduates will be effective professional communicators.  
You should be able to: 

a. Prepare written documents that are clear and concise, using appropriate style and presentation for the 
intended audience, purpose and context, and  

b. Prepare and deliver oral presentations that are clear, focused, well-structured, and delivered in a 
professional manner. 

 
4. Teamwork: Our graduates will be effective team participants.  
You should be able to participate collaboratively and responsibly in teams, and reflect on your own teamwork, and on the 
team’s processes and ability to achieve outcomes. 
 
5. Ethical, social and environmental  responsibility: Our graduates will have a sound awareness of  the ethical, social, 
cultural and environmental implications of business practice.  
You will be able to:  

a. Identify and assess ethical, environmental and/or sustainability considerations in business decision-
making and practice, and  

b. Identify social and cultural implications of business situations. 
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2. ACADEMIC HONESTY AND PLAGIARISM 
 
The University regards plagiarism as a form of academic misconduct, and has very strict 
rules regarding plagiarism. For UNSW policies, penalties, and information to help you avoid 
plagiarism see: http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/plagiarism/index.html as well as the guidelines in 
the online ELISE and ELISE Plus tutorials for all new UNSW students: 
http://info.library.unsw.edu.au/skills/tutorials/InfoSkills/index.htm. 
 
To see if you understand plagiarism, do this short quiz: 
http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/plagiarism/plagquiz.html. 
 
For information on how to acknowledge your sources and reference correctly, see: 
http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/onlib/ref.html. 

For the ASB Harvard Referencing Guide, see the ASB Referencing and Plagiarism 
webpage (ASB >Learning and Teaching>Student services> Referencing and plagiarism). 
 

3. STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES AND CONDUCT 
Students are expected to be familiar with and adhere to university policies in relation to class 
attendance and general conduct and behaviour, including maintaining a safe, respectful 
environment; and to understand their obligations in relation to workload, assessment and 
keeping informed.  
 
Information and policies on these topics can be found in the ‘A-Z Student Guide’: 
https://my.unsw.edu.au/student/atoz/A.html. See especially, information on ‘Attendance and 
Absence’, ‘Academic Misconduct’, ‘Assessment Information’, ‘Examinations’, ‘Student 
Responsibilities’, ‘Workload’ and policies such as ‘Occupational Health and Safety’. 

3.1 Workload 

 
It is expected that you will spend at least nine to ten hours per week studying this course. 
This time should be made up of reading, research, working on exercises and problems, and 
attending classes. In periods where you need to complete assignments or prepare for 
examinations, the workload may be greater. 
 
Over-commitment has been a cause of failure for many students. You should take the 
required workload into account when planning how to balance study with employment and 
other activities.  
 
We strongly encourage you to connect with your Blackboard or Moodle course websites in 
the first week of semester. Local and international research indicates that students who 
engage early and often with their course website are more likely to pass their course. 

3.2 Attendance 

 
Your regular and punctual attendance at lectures and tutorials is expected in this course. 
University regulations indicate that if students attend less than 80% of scheduled classes 
they may be refused final assessment.  
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3.3 General Conduct and Behaviour 

 
You are expected to conduct yourself with consideration and respect for the needs of your 
fellow students and teaching staff.  Conduct which unduly disrupts or interferes with a class, 
such as ringing or talking on mobile phones, is not acceptable and students may be asked 
to leave the class. More information on student conduct is available at: 
https://my.unsw.edu.au/student/atoz/BehaviourOfStudents.html 
 

3.4 Occupational Health and Safety 

 
UNSW Policy requires each person to work safely and responsibly, in order to avoid 
personal injury and to protect the safety of others. For more information, see 
http://www.ohs.unsw.edu.au/. 
 

3.5 Keeping Informed 

 
You should take note of all announcements made in lectures, tutorials or on the course web 
site.  From time to time, the University will send important announcements to your university 
e-mail address without providing you with a paper copy.  You will be deemed to have 
received this information. It is also your responsibility to keep the University informed of all 
changes to your contact details. 
 

4. SPECIAL CONSIDERATION AND SUPPLEMENTARY 
EXAMINATIONS 

 
You must submit all assignments and attend all examinations scheduled for your course. 
You should seek assistance early if you suffer illness or misadventure which affects your 
course progress.  
 
General Information on Special Consideration: 
1. All applications for special consideration must be lodged online through myUNSW 

within 3 working days of the assessment (Log into myUNSW and go to My Student 
Profile tab > My Student Services channel > Online Services > Special Consideration). 
You will then need submit the originals or certified copies of your completed 
Professional Authority form (pdf - download here) and other supporting documentation 
to Student Central. For more information, please study carefully the instructions and 
conditions at: https://my.unsw.edu.au/student/atoz/SpecialConsideration.html 

2. Please note that documentation may be checked for authenticity and the submission of 
false documentation will be treated as academic misconduct. The School may ask to 
see the original or certified copy.  

3. Applications will not be accepted by teaching staff, however it is useful for the lecturer-
in-charge to know that a special consideration application has been submitted – 
therefore a brief email to the lecturer-in-charge advising of the submission of the 
application is appreciated and ensures that the application will be expected.  The 
lecturer-in-charge will be automatically notified when you lodged an online application 
for special consideration. 
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4. Decisions and recommendations are only made by lecturers-in-charge (or by the Faculty 
Panel in the case of UG final exam special considerations), not by tutors. 

5. Applying for special consideration does not automatically mean that you will be granted 
a supplementary exam or other concession. 

6. Special consideration requests do not allow lecturers-in-charge to award students 
additional marks. 

 
ASB Policy on requests for Special Consideration for Final Exams in Undergraduate 
Courses: 
The policy of the School of Taxation and Business Law is that the lecturer-in-charge will 
need to be satisfied on each of the following before supporting a request for special 
consideration: 

1. Does the medical certificate contain all relevant information? For a medical 
certificate to be accepted, the degree of illness, and impact on the student, must 
be stated by the medical practitioner (severe, moderate, mild). A certificate without 
this will not be valid. 

2. Has the student performed satisfactorily in the other assessment items? 
Satisfactory performance would require at least a valid attempt at completing all 
assessment requirements and meeting the obligation to have attended 80% of 
lectures and tutorials. 

3. Does the student have a history of previous applications for special consideration? 
A history of previous applications may preclude a student from being granted 
special consideration. 

 

Special Consideration and the Final Exam: 
Applications for special consideration in relation to the final exam are considered by an ASB 
Faculty panel to which lecturers-in-charge provide their recommendations for each request. 
If the Faculty panel grants a special consideration request, this will entitle the student to sit a 
supplementary examination. No other form of consideration will be granted. The following 
procedures will apply: 

1. Supplementary exams will be scheduled centrally and will be held approximately 
two weeks after the formal examination period. The dates for ASB supplementary 
exams for Semester 2, 2013 are: 
10 Dec 2013 – exams for the School of Accounting 
11 Dec 2013 – exams for all Schools except Accounting and Economics 
12 Dec 2013 – exams for the School of Economics 
If a student lodges a special consideration for the final exam, they are stating they 
will be available on the above dates. Supplementary exams will not be held at 
any other time. 
 
If a student lodges a special consideration for the final exam, they are stating they 
will be available on the above dates. Supplementary exams will not be held at 
any other time. 

2. Where a student is granted a supplementary examination as a result of a request 
for special consideration, the student’s original exam (if completed) will be ignored 
and only the mark achieved in the supplementary examination will count towards 
the final grade. Failure to attend the supplementary exam will not entitle the 
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student to have the original exam paper marked and may result in a zero mark for 
the final exam. 

 
If you attend the regular final exam, you are extremely unlikely to be granted a 
supplementary exam.  Hence if you are too ill to perform up to your normal standard in the 
regular final exam, you are strongly advised not to attend.  However, granting of a 
supplementary exam in such cases is not automatic.  You would still need to satisfy the 
criteria stated above. 
 

The ASB’s Special Consideration and Supplementary Examination Policy and Procedures 
for Final Exams for Undergraduate Courses is available at: 
http://www.asb.unsw.edu.au/currentstudents/resources/forms/Documents/supplementaryexa
mprocedures.pdf 
 
5. STUDENT RESOURCES AND SUPPORT  
 
The University and the ASB provide a wide range of support services for students, including: 

 
 ASB Education Development Unit (EDU) 

http://www.asb.unsw.edu.au/learningandteaching    Click on ‘Student Services’. 
Academic writing, study skills and maths support specifically for ASB students. 
Services include workshops, online resources, and individual consultations. EDU 
Office: Room GO7, Ground Floor, ASB Building (opposite Student Centre); Phone: 
9385 5584; Email: edu@unsw.edu.au. Visit us on Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/educationdevelopmentunit. 

 ASB Student Centre http://www.asb.unsw.edu.au/requests 
Advice and direction on all aspects of admission, enrolment and graduation. Ground 
Floor, West Wing, ASB Building; Phone: 9385 3189 

 Blackboard eLearning Support: For online help using Blackboard, follow the links 
from www.elearning.unsw.edu.au to Blackboard / Support for Students. For technical 
support, email: itservicecentre@unsw.edu.au; Phone: 9385 1333. 

 UNSW Learning Centre (www.lc.unsw.edu.au) 
Academic skills support services, including workshops and resources, for all UNSW 
students. See website for details. 

 Library training and search support services  
http://info.library.unsw.edu.au/web/services/services.html  

 IT Service Centre: Technical support for problems logging in to websites, 
downloading documents etc. https://www.it.unsw.edu.au/students/index.html UNSW 
Library Annexe (Ground floor). 

 UNSW Counselling and Psychological Services  
http://www.counselling.unsw.edu.au Free, confidential service for problems of a 
personal or academic nature; and workshops on study issues such as ‘Coping with 
Stress’ and ‘Procrastination’. Office: Level 2, Quadrangle East Wing; Phone: 9385 
5418. 

 Student Equity & Disabilities Unit http://www.studentequity.unsw.edu.au Advice 
regarding equity and diversity issues, and support for students who have a disability 
or disadvantage that interferes with their learning. Office: Ground Floor, John 
Goodsell Building; Phone: 9385 4734. 

 


