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Project Code: ACCT4 

Project title 

Contract Design and Renegotiation in Highly Uncertain Environments 

Supervisor 

Dr Yee Shih Phua School of Accounting y.phua@unsw.edu.au 

Project summary 

This study looks at firms that are collaborating on biopharmaceutical projects. Regardless of how 

well these projects are planned, unexpected changes in the external environment (e.g., technology 

and market demand) or within the firms will inevitably give rise to a need to modify these projects. 

I explore how contracts are designed to facilitate these modifications. Specifically, I examine what 

types of provisions in contracts support change, and further explore factors that influence a 

manager’s decision to (i) incorporate these provisions during contract writing, or (ii) to incorporate 

the required changes after re-negotiating the contract in subsequent time periods. 

 

Role of the scholarship holder(s) in the project 

The scholarship holder(s) will assist in any of the following activities: 

(i) Identify the contracts 

Doing keyword searches in the database to identify which contracts fit in with criteria which will be 

provided 

(ii) Coding the contracts 

This involves quickly reading the contracts to identify the provisions included in the contracts that 

help to facilitate change (e.g., the contract may spell out specific situations, such as a huge 

increase in the volume or scope of work, that will allow either firm to re-negotiate the contact). 

Also to identify information in the contracts regarding the collaboration project (e.g., what is the 

project and responsibility of each party).  

(iii) Literature review on contracting and collaborating firms 
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Required knowledge, skills and/or training  

I am looking for students with good literacy and critical thinking skills, and who can work relatively 

independently. 

Preference  

I am looking for students with an accounting major and ideally doing a combined commerce/law 

degree. Preference will also be given to students who are further in their degree.  

Work period 

The work period may be broken into two parts as students will not be expected to work during the 

UNSW shutdown over Christmas/New Year. 

Total work weeks: 6 weeks Any two or three weeks in December before Christmas and from 
around mid-January onwards;  

Or from around mid-January onwards. 

How to Apply 

Apply on the Scholarships website here, using the scholarship code UGVC1053. 

You will need: 

• An electronic copy of your CV 

• An electronic copy of your academic transcript 

• The project codes and titles of up to three projects you’d be interested in getting involved in 

The deadline for submissions is 4th October 2017. 
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