
          
 
 
 
 

   

                                                                                                                                     

                                                              

 

 

     

 

                       

 

         

                     

                     

                       

                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       

 

               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

                       

                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to the availability of the 
Internet, some of these difficulties are 
being surmounted through eHealth. 
Rapid adoption of broadband and 
wireless mobile technologies should 
enable u-Health in many parts of the 
world. However, more research is 
needed to address the medical-legal, 
socio-economic and regulatory issues. 
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Ubiquitous Health (u-Health) means 
healthcare anywhere any time, an ideal that 
humankind should work to achieve. The world 
is aiming to achieve u-Health through eHealth 
(healthcare using information and 
communication technologies). The World 
Health Organisation (WHO) has accorded high 
priority to eHealth in view of its potential 
benefits. However, there are many practical 
impediments, such as large geographical 
distances, lack of infrastructure and 
unavailability of trained professionals in 
remote areas, especially in developing 
countries.  
 

The Asia-Pacific ubiquitous Healthcare 
research Centre (APuHC) has been working 
over the last few years on the development 
and assessment of systems, models and 
methodologies for ubiquitous healthcare in 
collaboration with global organisations, such 
as the WHO, International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU) - a UN body, 
and the IEEE (world's largest professional 
body on information and communication 
technologies). The APuHC is aiming to 
achieve these objectives using a multi-
disciplinary approach involving the faculties 
of medicine, business and engineering at the 
University of New South Wales, Australia in 
collaboration with research partners all over 
the world with a special focus on the Asia-
Pacific region as per the details at the web 

site www.apuhc.unsw.edu.au. 



 

ITU-D Mobile eHealth Initiative for 
Developing Countries has been working on 
the development and assessment of mobile 
eHealth solutions for emergency 
telemedicine, pandemics and bioterrorism. 
The prototypes developed in collaboration 
with the Institute of Technology-Bandung 
and IBM, Indonesia were evaluated in the 
Tsunami-affected Banda Aceh in 2005 and 
subsequently a mobile phone based 
mHealth systems was developed. These are 
now being evaluated in emergency 
situations, particularly in the context of 
pandemic management. 
 

 

 

 

 

World Health Organisation (WHO2006) 
Initiative led by APuHC "Research on 
Assessment of eHealth for Health Care 
Delivery (eHCD)" involving four countries 
(India, China, Vietnam and Philippines), 
aims to address the problem of evidence-
based assessment of eHealth by 
developing models and methodologies for 
eHealth readiness assessment and 
eHealth evaluation.  
 

 

 APuHC has been coordinating these global initiatives through the 
annual IEEE Healthcom (International Conference on eHealth 
Networking, Applications and Services). The conference features 
keynotes by top international experts, panels on hot topics and 
refereed papers that are published by the IEEE press (globally 
accessible through IEEE Xplore) and top international journals in 
eHealth. IEEE Healthcom program (e.g., www.healthcom2009.org) 
includes the following research topics of APuHC: 
 
- Development of mobile health systems (mHealth) 
- Assessment and evaluation of eHealth 
- Telehealth and surveillance 
- eHealth for Ageing  
- eHealth for Developing Countries 
- Evolving Solutions to ubiquitous Healthcare 
- eHealth for Wellness 
- Knowledge Infrastructures (and ontologies) for eHealth 
- eHealth for Pandemics and Bioterrorism 
  
The success of Healthcom has led to APuHC being invited to write a 
position paper  by the IEEE Humanitarian Technology Challenge, a 
partnership of IEEE and UN foundation, targeted at developing 
technological solutions to some of the greatest challenges facing 
humanity – particularly populations in developing countries. 
 

 

 

 

 


