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Can you provide a brief overview of your research background, including how you came to do 

research related to auditing and assurance? 

 

I began my professional career at Peat Marwick (now KPMG) as a cadet, working during the day and 

studying of an evening. These early experiences highlighted the importance of an active exchange 

between practice and academia, and fuelled a passion to contribute to the profession by way of a 

research career. My research recognises the fundamental nature of social interaction in the effective 

conduct of an audit and I draw heavily on psychology and sociology literatures to inform my work. 

 

What are you focussing your research efforts on at the present? 

 

Auditors face ongoing criticism for not exercising an appropriate level of professional scepticism, and I 

am currently examining means by which to help auditors exercise greater levels of professional 

scepticism. I examine this issue within an accountability frame, recognising that auditors are 

accountable to their superior’s, audit quality inspectors, and their client’s audit committees. In this 

regard, I am currently investigating the impact of a partner’s communication on the scepticism 

exercised by their subordinates, and potential changes to the way audit quality inspections are 

conducted that have the potential to encourage greater levels of scepticism. 

 

What has been your major research achievement to date? 

 

My research has informed team decision making in audit firms by identifying the contributions that 

different audit team members can make to effective and efficient decision making, the more accurate 

assessment of team member competence, and factors that the partner should consider when giving 

direction to their audit team. My work is providing guidance relating to the impact of regulation on the 

exercise of professional scepticism and I have led a team, supported by CPA Australia, investigating 

and reporting on the merits and limitations of auditor trust and distrust in the exercise of professional 

scepticism and the effective conduct of the audit more broadly.  
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