
 

 

business.unsw.edu.au  

Last Updated 29 July 2014    CRICOS Code 00098G 

 

 

 

 

Professor Clinton Free 

 

School of Accounting 

DPhil Oxford, LLB, BCom (Hons1) UNSW 

Professional: CPA 

Tel. +61 2 9385 9705 

Email: c.free@unsw.edu.au  

Can you provide a brief overview of your research background, including how you came to do 
research related to auditing and assurance?  

My interest in the area of auditing and assurance stems from my long-standing research interest in 
fraud and white-collar crime.  Auditing is commonly put forward as a primary institutional safeguard 
against fraud within organisations, yet it has a chequered history of prevention and detection of fraud 
contributing importantly to the so-called expectations gap between what the public expectations and 
auditor responsibilities.  I have conducted a number of case studies and interview-based projects 
directly considering the role of auditing in preventing and detecting fraud as well as considering 
possibilities for the expansion of new audit services in areas outside of financial reporting. 

What are you focusing your research efforts on at the present?  

I am currently involved in two major fraud-related projects at present.  The first investigates the 
specific nature of fraudulent opportunities exploited in major recent frauds in Australia and is designed 
to build more fraud-resistant organisations.  Through a qualitative study of perpetrators (in prison and 
on parole) and victims of organisational fraud, we will explore the scope, scale and features of 
fraudulent activity in recent major Australian frauds with a view to identifying common control system 
and monitoring failings.  A major outcome will be prescriptions for enhancing resilience to fraud.  The 
second project examines the nature of rationalisations used by perpetrators before, during and after 
fraudulent acts.  Both of these projects are supported by leading forensic accounting firm 
McGrathNicol.  Fraud is estimated to cost Australian organisations 5% of annual revenues by the 
Association of Certified Fraud Examiners which underscores the enormous economic and social cost 
of fraud.   

What has been your major research achievement to date? 

My research has drawn strong attention to the notion of collusion and co-offending and has resulted in 
extensive industry engagement and media coverage.  I have presented my work at meetings at all of 
the major professional accounting bodies in Australia and New Zealand.  I was awarded the only ARC 
Future Fellowship ever awarded in accounting in 2011 for my fraud-related research as well as the 
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best competitive manuscript awarded from the Forensic & Investigative Accounting Section of the 
American Accounting Association in 2014.  

 


