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Can you provide a brief overview of your research background, including how you came to do 
research related to auditing and assurance? 

I was a cadet at Price Waterhouse (now PwC) and was studying part-time at UNSW. I had the 
opportunity to complete a 4th year Honours project with Roger Simnett which introduced me to the 
world of auditing and assurance research and provided me with a different perspective on the day to 
day work I was undertaking. Since then, my research has investigated a range of issues related to the 
impact of regulation on audit quality with a focus on Australia which is important in a world where 
many of our standards and regulations are become increasingly global.  

What are you focusing your research efforts on at the present? 

Capital markets rely on credible financial information and the purpose of the audit is to provide that 
credibility. The role of auditors in providing quality audits was questioned in the wake of the Global 
Financial Crisis, and regulators have responded to these concerns by introducing new regulations 
around auditor tenure, disclosure of information by auditors about their organisations, and requiring 
audit work to be inspected by regulators. My research documents both costs to auditors, shareholders 
and organisations and benefits to improved audit quality as a result of these changes. My research 
also considers the economics of the audit market (both in Australia and internationally) and I have 
developed the leading Australian data source for audit fee and audit reporting  data which is used in 
my research and consulted by audit firms, regulators and the media.  

What has been your major research achievement to date?  

I am internationally known for my research on global audit firm networks which, among other things, 
has impacted the development of specific international auditing standards that are used by audit firms 
in more than 130 countries. I am the founding Chair of the Auditing and Assurance Special Interest 
Group (AASIG), the leading group of auditing academics in Australia and New Zealand. Through this I 
have facilitated closer ties between academics and the profession through a program of synthesising 
and disseminating academic research to enable a greater consideration of evidence-based research 
for standard-setters, regulators and practitioners, four of these projects have now been completed 
with members of the AASIG. My research has been cited by regulators, parliament and standard-
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setters both in Australia and internationally as well as appearing in the business media and 
professional publications on a range of these issues.   

 


