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Can you provide a brief overview of your research background, including how you came to do 
research related to auditing and assurance? 

I was teaching auditing at the University of Western Australia and read a newspaper article about the 
audit expectation gap and proposed wording changes to audit reports to address the gap. This 
sparked an interest in understanding what messages were being communicated in audit reports, and 
could wording changes facilitate better communication between auditors and financial statement 
users. Prior to that, I conducted research on judgment and decision making and financial reporting. 
Since making the switch to auditing research, I have investigated a range of issues with respect to 
factors affecting judgments and decisions made by auditors, as well as factors that impact on audit 
fees and audit quality. 

What are you focusing your research efforts on at the present? 

My current research is focusing on audits in the banking industry, for example, the effect of asset 
securitisations on audit pricing and factors that affect audit quality for audits of banks. In addition, I am 
investigating factors that affect the professional scepticism of auditors. 

What has been your major research achievement to date? 

My research has contributed to development of knowledge about audit reporting, auditor 
independence, and the economics of audit markets in Australia and internationally. I have a record of 
leading research that has an impact on the world stage. My research comprises both behavioural and 
archival research. The behavioural studies have impacted on how audit firms train auditors to make 
decisions and the issues they document in their work papers. They have also had a significant impact 
on the wording of audit reports and generated significant streams of research on these issues 
internationally. The archival research has contributed to our understanding of the economics of 
auditing and audit quality, which has informed the debate on factors affecting audit quality for both 
academics and regulators. Much of my recent research integrates accounting, auditing and finance 
research, which has advanced auditing research as a result. Many of my papers have significant 
implications for regulators and have affected subsequent policy decisions. 
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