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Can you provide a brief overview of your research background, including how you came to do 
research related to auditing and assurance?  

After finishing my 4th year Honours project in international financial accounting at UNSW, I was 
looking for an interesting topic for my further research education. After talking to Elizabeth Carson and 
Roger Simnett, doing a research project comparing international audit reporting behaviour seemed 
like a topic that could have some real contribution and impact for regulators and standard setters. This 
was my first introduction to audit and assurance research, and since then my research has 
investigated a range of issues in auditing and assurance using a wide array of research methods to 
both test theories as well as provide an evaluation of existing and suggested policy changes.  

What are you focusing your research efforts on at the present? 

While my research interest in auditing is varied, my most current research project focuses on the 
pricing of audit services and pricing strategies of audit firms, audit firm diversification, the structure of 
the audit market and the interaction between them.  Understanding how audit prices are determined, 
including the pricing strategy that audit firms employ, is essential for both academics and regulators 
as the audit price itself influence the organisation, distribution and the production of audit services as 
well as consumption of such services. Other recent research projects has focused on policy 
evaluation of suggested regulatory intervention in the wake of the GFC such as the effect of 
mandatory term limits on audit quality and whether the use of joint audit partners is a viable 
alternative to mandating the use of joint audit firms. My research in this area documents both the 
potential cost and benefits of these regulatory interventions.       

What has been your major research achievement to date?  

My project which investigated impediments and enablers of international constancy in audit reporting 
received funding from IAAER/ACCA to specifically inform the standard setting process of the 
International Auditing and Assurance Standards Board.  
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