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Can you provide a brief overview of your research background, including how you came to do 
research related to auditing and assurance?  

I have been a Professor of Auditing and Assurance at UNSW Australia for over 20 years. Having 
been an auditor specializing in the audit of charities and Not-for-Profit organisations at Arthur Young 
(now EY), I was attracted to the area of audit and assurance because in this field I believed I had a 
greater ability to contribute to the public debate/policy interest around the provision of audit and 
assurance services. I have been very lucky to be able to combine my research endeavours and 
societal contributions. Consequently I have been heavily involved in auditing and assurance standard 
setting, serving for two terms on the Australian Auditing and Assurance Standards Board and being 
the first academic appointed as a member of the International Auditing and Assurance Standards 
Board (IAASB). I recently co-chaired the task force that developed the assurance standard on 
greenhouse gas emissions disclosures for the IAASB in 2012, was a member of the International 
Integrated Reporting Council working group and technical task force 2011-2014, and am currently a 
member of the International Integrated Reporting Council assurance task force. 

What are you focusing your research efforts on at the present? 

My research interests cover a range of international auditing/assurance issues aimed at improving 
audit/assurance quality and making policy recommendations. As well as undertaking mainstream 
financial statement audit research, mainly around policy recommendations such as the efficacy of 
public oversight audit and inspection regimes on audit quality and costs, and the implications of the 
new auditor reporting requirements, I have interests in improving the measurement and assurability of 
corporate reporting, both financial and nonfinancial disclosures, including integrated reporting, 
corporate responsibility reports and greenhouse gas statements. I also have an interest in exploring 
audit quality and cost implications for Australia’s charity and Not-for-Profit organisations. 

What has been your major research achievement to date?  

My research has a strong policy focus and as well as publishing in the leading journals and 
stimulating a lot of research, it has changed the way that accountants and auditors around the world 
assure company information and annual reports. One example is my 2009 article in The Accounting 
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Review, the world’s leading accounting journal that greatly extended understandings of the potential 
for traditional assurance processes to be extended into the realm of corporate social responsibility 
reporting. This research has also then been used to practically inform the work of standard setters in 
revising assurance standards on “other than financial information” (ISAE 3000/ASAE3000), and 
assurance providers working on corporate reporting engagements throughout the world. I am also 
proud of my capacity to develop the next generation of auditing and assurance academics by 
supervising numerous research students. Four of these researchers (include Elizabeth Carson at 
UNSW Australia) are now professors at leading Australian Universities, and are also helping develop 
the next generation of Australian academics. 


