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Can you provide a brief overview of your research background, including how you came to do 
research related to auditing and assurance? 

My interest in auditing research started during my PhD study in Nanyang Technological University, 
Singapore and I was guided by my supervisor, Professor Hun-Tong Tan, to investigate the judgment 
and decision making issues in auditing and financial accounting. In particular, I am interested in 
understanding how institutional and environmental features influence managers’, investors’, and 
auditors’ decision making processes.  

What are you focusing your research efforts on at the present? 

My current research efforts focus on how to improve auditors’ skeptical performance and how the 
recent regulatory changes such as disclosing key audit matters in the auditor’s report influence 
auditors’ and users’ judgments and decision making. For example, a small change to auditors’ 
brainstorming session would be easy for audit firms to implement yet leads to improvements in the 
quantity and quality of potential frauds identified by individual auditors. My research also tends to 
inform whether the disclosure in the auditor’s reported as suggested by regulators has the proposed 
effect. 

What has been your major research achievement to date? 

In the four years since completing my PhD, I have published in the Journal of Accounting Research, 
Accounting Organizations and Society and Auditing: A Journal of Practice & Theory. All these journals 
have the highest Australian Business Deans Council (ABDC) ranking of A*. My research is about how 
to enhance the auditor’s skeptical performance and how to improve the effectiveness of auditor’s 
report. My research will provide useful suggestions to standard setters, auditors and managers about 
the ways to make the auditor’s report more informative, thereby increasing the relevance and 
usefulness to financial statement users. 
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